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ADVERTISEMENT 


WHILE the Author of the following Work 
officiated as Divinity Tutor in the Acade¬ 
mical Institutions at Daventry and Hack¬ 
ney, it was his custom to deliver Lectures 
on the Epistles of Paul. These Lectures 
were chiefly critical; and the design of 
them was to instruct his pupils in Mr. 
Locke's manner of studying and expound¬ 
ing the Epistles. They were delivered, ac¬ 
cording to his usual custom, from brief hints 
and imperfect notes. 

When the Institution at Hackney was 
suspended, and the Author had the honour 
of being chosen to succeed his venerable 
friend Dr. Priestley in the pastoral office 
there, he was anxious to supply to the best 
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of his ability the loss of his illustrious pre¬ 
decessor ; and, among other methods of 
instruction, by adopting Dr. Priestley’s 
plan of expounding the Scriptures. This 
accordingly constituted a regular portion 
of the morning-service every Lord’s day. 
An Exposition of this kind would of course 
be of a more popular cast than what he had 
been accustomed to deliver to his pupils. 
It included all that appeared necessary for 
illustrating the sense and analysing the ar- 
gument of the sacred writer ; it traced out 
the train of thought and reasoning ; criti¬ 
cal remarks were sparingly introduced, and 
only where they appeared to be indispen¬ 
sably necessary; and such practical reflec¬ 
tions were interwoven as naturally arose 
from the subject, without a formal intro¬ 
duction of them at the close of every sec¬ 
tion ; it being the wish of the Author ra¬ 
ther to give the whole Exposition a practi¬ 
cal turn, than to interrupt the train of ideas 
and the course of the argument by reflec¬ 
tions which, however useful in their place, 
are not always relevant to the subject. 
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It was the expressed desire of many of 
the Author's friends who heard, and of some 
who read the Exposition l 9 that he would 
give the Work to the public. Nor was he 
himself averse from the proposal, consider¬ 
ing how very few Expositions of the Scrip- 


1 Who read the Exposition.] Among these was the late 
Rev. Timothy Kenrick of Exeter; with whom the Author 
hail the honour to be intimately connected for many years 
in office, in affinity, and, which is of still greater import¬ 
ance, in similarity of sentiment, upon almost every im¬ 
portant topic in theology, metaphysics, and morals ; anil 
with whom, as long as his life was spared, he Held a most 
confidential and unreserved correspondence upon all those 
topics which are interesting to man as a reasonable being, 
formed for immortality. At Mr. Kenrick’s request the 
'Expositions were sent to him after being delivered in pub¬ 
lic : and both the plan and the execution so far met with 
his approbation, that he not only expressed his wish for 
the publication, but he commenced an Exposition of the 
Gospels nearly upon the same plan : which, since his la¬ 
mented decease (being cut off* by a sudden stroke in the 
midst of health, life, and usefulness), has been published 
to the world. Excellent as that Exposition is in itself, and 
most acceptable as it has been to all the friends of piety 
and rational Christianity, how much more valuable and 
acceptable would it have been had he lived to complete 
his plan, and to enrich his .Exposition with notes! The 
Author is happy to announce, that a second edition is in 
contemplation, which will be greatly enhanced in value 
by additional corrections and notes by his son tire Rev. 
John Kenrick, M.A. of York; of whose distinguished ta¬ 
lents and attainments in theological, as well as in many 
other branches of literature, there are few scholars who 
now need to be informed. 
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tures by Unitarian Divines had lately ap¬ 
peared ; and, more especially, since the 
Epistles of Paul, as they are usually inter¬ 
preted, are regarded as the strong holds of 
Orthodoxy, or rather, of that enormous com¬ 
bination of errors which assumes the name. 
In furtherance of this design, the Author, 
repeating the course of his Exposition in 
public, availed himself of the opportunity 
of revising and correcting it, of transcribing 
it for the press, and of adding notes which 
were judged necessary for justifying either 
the translation or the paraphrase. He also 
often inserted the sentiments of learned and 
pious expositors even where they differed 
from his own ; that the reader might have 
an opportunity of selecting the interpreta¬ 
tion which he might best approve. In this 
way the Author had completed and tran¬ 
scribed the translation, commentary, and 
notes of the Epistles to the Thessalonians, 
of those from Rome, and of that to the He¬ 
brews, when, in the y$ar 1805, he received 
an invitation from the Trustees of Essex- 
street chapel to succeed Dr. Disney in the 
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office of minister, which invitation he was 
induced to accept, and to become con¬ 
nected with a Society which he has now 
had the honour and happiness of serving, 
upwards of seventeen years. 

This change of situation, however, sus¬ 
pended the progress of the Work, and had 
nearly induced the Author to lay it aside 
altogether. For the mode of conducting 
public worship by a Liturgy not easily ad¬ 
mitting, at least as he then thought, the 
introduction of an Exposition of the Scrip¬ 
tures, that custom was discontinued. The 
Author now thinks differently, and regrets 
that he did not pursue his original practice. 
Still, however, he had thoughts of resuming 
it at a future period: but the Improved 
Version of the New Testamentunder the 

1 The Improved Version of the New Testament .] The 
Author of the present Work regards it as an honour to 
have been one of a Committee appointed by the Unitarian 
Society for publishing the Improved Version of the New 
Testament. He was indeed the party chiefly concerned 
in carrying it.through the press. He is also responsible 
for the whole of the Introduction, and for many, perhaps, 
the major part, of the Notes: but whatever credit may 
be due to the alterations in the Primate’s text, to this he 
can lay but a very limited claim. It having been deter- 
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auspices of the Unitarian Society, having 
been published a.d. 1808, and the Author 
having given up much of his time to that 
publication, and declining fast into the vale 
of years, not to mention that many of his 
leisure hours were occupied with various 
publications in defence of the common 
cause, he laid by his papers and relin- 


mined to adopt Archbishop Newcome’s text as the basis 
of the Improved Version, it was his own wish, in no case 
to have departed from that text, excepting in those in¬ 
stances in which the learned Prelate’s predilection for 
system might be supposed to have given a bias to his Ver¬ 
sion. Others, however, members of the same Committee, 
thought differently; and many contributed, some in a 
greater and others in a less degree, their corrections of 
the Primate’s Version; which corrections were admitted 
and published. It was, however, agreed, that every varia¬ 
tion from the Primate’s text should be noted in the mar¬ 
gin, and that his own words should be inserted there; 
that so his character might be protected from every sha¬ 
dow of responsibility for any alteration that was intro¬ 
duced. This rule was invariably observed, except in very 
few instances, owing to inadvertency, which candour, not 
indeed always exercised, would readily excuse. This being 
the state of the case, it is surely no great breach of deco¬ 
rum in the Editors to have given the Work the title of the 
Improved Version, at whicli some have taken such great 
offence. No biblical scholar can deny the great superiority 
of Archbishop Newcome’s Version, with all the helps and 
discoveries of the last two centuries, over-that of King 
James’s translators, which whs made in the beginning of 
the seventeenth century, and, for the time in which it ap¬ 
peared, is no doubt excellent, but which makes no preten¬ 
sions to be either inspired or immaculate. 
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quislied all intention of sending them out 
into the world. 

Nevertheless, being occasionally urged 
by his partial friends to perform the pro¬ 
mise which he had made at a time of life 
when he had greater confidence in his own 
powers and qualifications than lie now pos¬ 
sesses, being also more at leisure from theo- 
logical controversy, and enjoying a better 
state of health, and a greater capacity for 
mental exertion than he was entitled to ex¬ 
pect at his advanced period of life, he at 
length surmounted his reluctance, and un¬ 
dertook to revise his papers for publica¬ 
tion : and having been kindly assisted by a 
young and amiable friend now deceased *, 
in transcribing the remainder, and every 
objection of a prudential nature being over¬ 
ruled by the great and unexpected libe¬ 
rality of his friends, who volunteered a mu¬ 
nificent subscription to a quarto edition, 
the whole of which they took off his hands, 

1 A friend now deceased .] The much lamented and 
reverend Thomas Biggin Broad bent, son of the reverend 
William Broadbentof Warrington. 
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he engaged to send the Work immediately 
to the press, and it was hoped that it might 
have appeared, at the latest, by Christmas, 
A.D. 1821. 

But the Work, upon review, requiring 
much correction and improvement, and 
many additional Notes, it was soon disco¬ 
vered that it could not be carried through 
the press with that celerity which was first 
expected. The Author being very desirous 
to render his Work as worthy of the accept¬ 
ance of his friends and the public as might 
be in his power, regarded the delay of a 
few months as nothing in comparison with 
the benefit which it might derive from his 
latest corrections and improvements : and, 
in fact, this delay has afforded him an op¬ 
portunity of adding at least one-fourth to 
the Notes, besides numerous corrections of 
the translation, and many alterations and 
recompositions of passages in the commen¬ 
tary. He may indeed truly say, that could 
he have foreseen all the additions and al¬ 
terations which it has been necessary to 
introduce, and the time and labour which 
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it lias occupied to bring the Work to its 
present state, he should have been so inti¬ 
midated by the prospect, that no considera¬ 
tion would have induced him to undertake 
to prepare it for the press. But he now 
thanks God that he has been spared to 
finish his arduous but pleasing task; and 
that this Work was not permitted to go forth 
into the world in that very imperfect state 
in which it existed when he first consented 
to the publication. 

The Author has allowed himself in this 
long personal detail, in order to account, 
if not to apologize, for the form under 
which the Work now appears. Having 
been originally drawn up as a practical 
paraphrase, to be used in public worship, 
the commentary is often extended to a much 
greater length, and comprehends a greater 
variety of observations and reflections than 
would be needful, or even allowable, if ho 
had proposed to limit himself to a close and 
dry expression of the meaning of the text, 
in the manner of Locke, or Taylor, or 
Sykes. In fact, Dr. Priestley, of whose in- 
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teres ting method of interpreting the Scrip¬ 
tures from the pulpit he had for some years 
been an attentive and highly gratified hearer, 
was, at the beginning at least, more his mo¬ 
del than any other expositor. 

When, however, the Author determined 
upon publication, it occurred to him that a 
body of Notes would be highly requisite 
for the vindication both of the translation 
and the exposition ; and particularly to 
show that many interpretations, which to 
some readers will give offence, and which 
have the appearance of novelty and singu¬ 
larity, have been advanced, and ably sup¬ 
ported, by critics and expositors of high 
reputation for learning and judgement, and 
therefore, that they are at least entitled to 
a candid hearing. 

'To conclude, in the words of the learned, 
pious, and venerable Bishop Pearce, “ It 
may seem no recommendation of the fol¬ 
lowing Work, for the Author to inform his 
readers that it was drawn up above thirty 
(the Bishop says fifty) years ago, unless at 
the same time he could inform them, that 
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it has received some alterations, which he 
hopes are improvements, as in the advance 
of his age his judgement increased, and as 
he met in his reading things worthy of being 
observed for the purpose. And such as the 
Work now is he offers it to the public, as 
what he hopes will make the true meaning 
of the apostle, in many places of his Epi¬ 
stles, better understood than they have been 
generally hitherto J .” 


1 See the Preface to a New Translation of the First 
Epistle to the Corinthians, with a Paraphrase and Notes, 
by Dr. Zachary Pearce, Bishop of Rochester, written eight 
months before his decease. The venerable prelate had kept 
this Work by him upwards of jifty years. He died June 
-9, 1774, in the eighty-fourth year of his age. 


Essex-House, May 31, 1822. 




PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION. 


JL HE design of the following sheets is to 
exhibit a clear and distinct view of what 
appears to the Author to be the true sense 
and scope of that invaluable portion of the 
sacred writings, the Epistles or Paul. 

Of these celebrated compositions, it has 
long ago been remarked by very high au¬ 
thority, that 4 4 they contain many things 
hard to be understood/’ And so greatly 
and so generally have they been miscon¬ 
ceived, and misinterpreted, and so nume¬ 
rous and glaring have been the errors pro¬ 
fessedly derived from them, that not a few' 
have thrown them aside in despair : and 
some have rashly presumed to hazard am in¬ 
sinuation, that it might have been as w ell 
if the Epistles of Paul had never formed a 
part of the Sacred Canon. But as no be¬ 
liever in the Christian religion can possibly 

VOL. i. b 
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deny the conversion and mission of the 
apostle Paul, so it cannot reasonably be 
doubted that he was eminently qualified for 
the important office to which he was ap¬ 
pointed; and therefore, that his writings, 
if genuine, must contain a very important 
meaning. And the Author of the following- 
Exposition is greatly mistaken indeed, if it 
should not appear, that these masterly com¬ 
positions, when studied with diligence and 
impartiality, and in the way that other an¬ 
cient writings are, may like them, generally 
speaking, be well understood; and if, when 
so understood, they should not be found to 
comprehend a mass of instruction of the 
most interesting and useful kind, which will 
amply reward the labours of the biblical 
student. 


SEC T 1 O \ I. 

Of a Correct Text.—Fidelity hi Translation. 
—Bias of System. 

The first object of the Author of the pre¬ 
sent Work has been to attain, as nearly as 
possible, a correct text: and to this end he 
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lias generally adopted the text of the second 
edition of Cricsbach, in whose accuracy 
and impartiality all biblical critics, of any 
consideration, are agreed ; and he has, for 
the most part, carefully noted any material 
deviation from the received text; which de¬ 
viations are indeed, comparatively speak¬ 
ing, not very numerous. 

in ivalidating , the Author has endea¬ 
voured to exhibit the true meaning of the 
apostle, in plain, simple, and intelligible 
language : and, with this view, lie has made 
no scruple of availing himself, not only of 
the words of the Public Version, which are 
often the best that can be chosen, but of all 
other versions to which lie has had access, 
whether those of Pearce or Chandler, of 
Doddridge or Worsley, of Newcome or 
Wakefield, or any other which have fallen 
in his way ; not even excepting the Liberal 
Translation of Dr. Harwood, which, though 
generally affected and in bad taste, some¬ 
times hits upon a happy phrase. So that 
the Translation here offered to the public 
might perhaps with greater propriety be 
called an Eclectic, or Select Version, than 
a new one. And, in very many instances, 
after having introduced into the text the 

o 
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word which was judged preferable, the 
translations of other critics have been given 
in the Notes, leaving the reader to his own 
judgement in the selection. 

Where a word in the original is ambigu¬ 
ous, it is right, if possible, to translate it by 
a word which has the same ambiguity, and 
not to make that definite which the original 
leaves indefinite : but where an expression 
occurs which, being ambiguous in the ori¬ 
ginal, does not admit of ambiguity in the 
translation, but must be rendered by a 
word of definite signification, the Author 
does not hesitate to avow that in such cases, 
where the context does not supply the mean¬ 
ing, he is governed in his choice by the ana - 
logy of faith, or, in other words, by what he 
apprehends to be the genuine doctrine of 
the sacred writer ; presuming that it is quite 
impossible that the apostle should contra¬ 
dict himself 1 . This principle has been ex- 


1 “ I have looked into it with care/’ says the candid and 
learned Bishop Watson in a Letter to the Duke of Graf¬ 
ton, who had made him a present of a copy of the Im¬ 
proved Version, u and ha<ve met within it what I expected, 
and what indeed must ever accompany all translations, 
many places in which the sense of the author still remains 
ambiguous. Murphy’s translation of Tacitus differs from 
Gordon’s, though both these writers were free from the 
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claimed against by unthinking persons, as 
a corrupt warping of the text from attach¬ 
ment to system. But to act otherwise is 
impossible ; and those who have boasted 
most of their impartiality have failed in the 
attempt. Least of all can the Public Ver¬ 
sion pretend to perfect freedom from this 
bias. Nor are King James’s translators, 
nor any other, to be censured on this ac¬ 
count. No doubt, all believe their own sy¬ 
stem to be the true doctrine of the apostles: 
and when they come to a passage which 
must be translated in a sense favourable or 
unfavourable to their own system, they will, 
and ought to translate it in the favourable 
sense, which must necessarily appear to 
them to be the true sense. Who can blame 
a Trinitarian for translating Titus ii. 13, 
“ the glorious appearance of our great God 
and Saviour Jesus Christ ?” Who can con¬ 
demn an Arian for rendering Heb. i. 4, 
“ being made so much better than the an¬ 
gels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a 
more excellent name than they ? ” And 
who ought to take offence at a Unitarian 


bias of preconceived opinions, which must almost neces¬ 
sarily occupy the minds of translators of the New Testa¬ 
ment.” bishop Watson’s Life , p. *192. 
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because he prefers “ the church of the Lord 
(Acts xx. 28), which he has purchased with 
his own blood/’ a reading supported by all 
the best manuscripts, to “ the church of 
God ” &c. which is only supported by the 
modern copies of the Vulgate, and by the 
YEthiopic, which is avowedly corrupted 
from the Vulgate 1 ? Being, therefore, de- 
cidedly convinced, that the simple hu¬ 
manity of Jesus Christ is the clear indis- 


1 See Improved Version in loc.\ also Griesbach, ed. 2. 
in loc.j and Bishop Marsh’s Michaclis, vol. ii. p. 1)6. 

As a further illustration of die observation we may refer 
to 1 Cor. xi. 10: “ For this cause ought a woman to have 
power (a veil) on her head, (&» rou$ ayys\ou$) because of 
the angels .” The word, though ambiguous in the origi¬ 
nal, must be rendered definitely in the translation: viz. 
either angels, in allusion to the supposed presence of ce¬ 
lestial beings in places of worship; or, messengers, in re¬ 
ference to the custom of sending a deputation from the as¬ 
semblies of the men to those of the women. 

A much more important case occurs Heb. i. 4, which 
in the Public Version is rendered, “ being made so much 
better than the angels:” a translation whicli expresses the 
superiority of Christ to celestial spirits, as the text is com¬ 
monly understood.—Mr. Wakefield’s version, instead of 
angels, renders the words those messengers: i. e. the pro¬ 
phets of the old dispensation, alluded to in the context, 
ver. 1 . The original is ambiguous ; it expresses both 
senses. The translation is necessarily definite, there being 
no English word which'has the same ambiguity. Every 
one, therefore, is induced to translate according to what 
he believes to be the true sense of the writer: that is, ac¬ 
cording to his own system of belief. And neither party is 
to blame. 
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putable doctrine of the New Testament, 
the Author makes no hesitation in avowing 
that he translates passages which admit 
equally of two senses, in that which is most 
favourable to this plain and important doc¬ 
trine : exactly as Dr. Doddridge and the 
authors of the Public Version translate with 
a bias favourable to the deity of Christ; or 
as Di. Chandler and Dr. Harwood trans¬ 
late with a prepossession in favour of Arian- 
ism. To pretend the contrary would be 
folly and affectation : and the Author hopes 
that he shall meet with the same candour 
and indulgence in this respect as his Arian 
and Trinitarian predecessors. In fact, to be 
destitute of a bias of this kind is both un¬ 
desirable and unavoidable : for what must 
we think of the translation of an author by 
one who professes that he does not under¬ 
stand his general scope and design ? and if 
he does understand it, how is it possible for 
him to avoid paying regard to it, in giving 
the sense of an ambiguous passage? Trans¬ 
lators are then only to be censured when, 
through the bias of system, they are induced 
to give a turn to the translation which the 
original does not warrant. 

11 lias been already observ ed, that where 
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the original is ambiguous the translation 
ought, if possible, to be alike ambiguous ; 
and that it is jonly under the circumstance 
of a necessarily definite translation of an 
ambiguous original, that the bias of a cor¬ 
rect translator will appear. In Exposition 
the case is altered. The expositor professes 
to give what he sincerely believes to be the 
true meaning of his author, and to explain 
passages which the author himself has left 
ambiguous. This has been attempted in 
the following Exposition, in which the Au¬ 
thor has, to the best of his judgement, in 
every instance, given what he conscien¬ 
tiously believes to be the true sense of the 
apostle, without pretending to infallibility, 
and leaving; it to his reader to determine 
how far his interpretation is just. 


SECTION II. 

Inspiration of the Epistles. 

K 

From the history of Luke, and from the 
testimony of his own epistles, it appears 
evident that the apostle Paul was a man of 
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great zeal and unblemished integrity ; who, 
having been educated in all the supersti¬ 
tions, and in all the rigour of the Pharisaic 
discipline, and having been originally a 
cruel persecutor of those who believed in 
Jesus, had been converted to the faith by a 
miraculous appearance of Christ to him on 
the road to Damascus, whither he was going 
with authority from the chief priests to raise 
a persecution against the believers in that 
populous city. Having been chosen and 
appointed by Christ to be his apostle, and 
to preach his gospel to the Gentiles, imme¬ 
diately after his conversion he went into 
Arabia, where he resided two years, during 
which period he was favoured with personal 
intercourse, more or less, with Christ him¬ 
self, and was by him fully instructed in the 
whole doctrine and scheme of the gospel, 
and in the nature and duties of the aposto¬ 
lic office, and particularly of his mission to 
the Gentiles : he was also endowed with a 
large portion of the gifts of the holy spirit, 
and with that privilege in particular which 
was peculiar to the apostles, the power of 
communicating spiritual gifts to the new 
converts: so that, as he himself declares, 
he was not behind the very chief of the 
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apostles. See Gal. i. ii. 2 Cor. xi. xii. In 
addition to this, it appears that the apostle 
was favoured with occasional interviews 
with Christ, and revelations from him du¬ 
ring the course of his ministry, and that in 
his various missionary journeys he shaped 
his course not only under the general su¬ 
perintendence, but occasionally under the 
immediate direction of Christ himself. See 
Acts xiii. 2, xvi. 6—9, xviii. 9, 1 Tliess. 
iii. 11. From all these circumstances, it 
may be justly concluded, that the apostle 
carried in his mind at all times, in all places, 
and to the end of life, a complete and infal¬ 
lible knowledge of the doctrine of Christ, 
so that whatever he taught, or wrote, upon 
that subject is to be received as true, and 
as of divine authority; nor is it of the least 
consequence to ascertain whether that which 
he delivers be in any other sense inspired. 
For the doctrine which had been revealed 
to the apostle by Christ in Arabia, and which 
he could never forget, is as truly divine, as 
if it were communicated at the instant by 
the immediate inspiration of God. The 
same observation will apply to prophecy, 
which the apostle either spoke, or wrote. 
The prediction is equally of divine autho- 
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rity, whether it were originally revealed to 
the apostle by Christ in Arabia, or super- 
naturally suggested to his mind at the in¬ 
stant of his dictating an epistle to the Tlics- 
salonians, or to Timothy. Whether it were 
the one, or the other, it, is not always easy 
to distinguish, nor in the least degree ma¬ 
terial. Whatever the apostle teaches as 
Christian doctrine, whatever lie announces 
as dictated by the spirit of prophecy, must 
be received as such by all who admit the 
claim of Paul as an apostle of Jesus Christ. 
Whether vcvealed or inspired , the authority 
is the same 

1 The vulgar and loose idea of inspiration which regards 
every sentence of the Old and New Testament as an in¬ 
spired aphorism, must he abandoned by every one who 
allows himself to reason justly upon this subject: inspira¬ 
tion, that is, the supernatural communication of truth to 
the mind, being a miracle, is not to be admitted in any 
case hut upon the clearest evidence. The apostles by their 
miracles exhibited the most satisfactory proofs that they 
were divinely instructed and authorized to leach the doc¬ 
trine of Christ; whatever, lliercfore, they advance as 
such, must be received as a revelation from heaven. 

When the apostle Paul announces to the Athenians that 
“ (iod will judge the world in righteousness by the man 
whom he hath ordained/' or, when he teaches the Corin¬ 
thians that a this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality/’ he speaks with 
authority; he is to be received as a messenger of God: 
lie teaches what he could only learn from inspiration or 
revelation. Inspiration teaches with a tone of authority : 

“ Thus sailli the Lord/’ tfye. Reasoning is an appeal to 
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Further than this the claim to inspiration 
does not extend. There is no reason to be- 


the understanding: “ Judge ye what l say.” Whoever 
appeals to reason waves, quoad hoc, his claim to inspira¬ 
tion. Still the doctrine may be from heaven, while the 
argument is inconclusive. That believing Gentiles were 
admitted to equal privileges with believing Jews, was a 
revealed truth. That all the arguments used by the apostle 
Paul in the Epistles to the Romans and the Galatians to 
establish this principle were inspired, or even that they 
were all conclusive, cannot reasonably be maintained. 

Upon the whole, an approved prophet, or an apostle, is 
to be received as inspired, or divinely instructed, First, 
when he asserts it; Secondly, when he utters a prophecy ; 
Thirdly, when he speaks authoritatively upon the subjects 
of his mission, viz. the mission of Christ, the resurrection 
of the dead, the final judgement, &c. 

If it be inquired, How is it to be known when a prophet 
or an apostle is speaking upon the subject of his mission ? 
the answer is, From his own declaration, or the nature of 
the subject, the scope of the context, or the circumstances 
of the case. These considerations will generally Lead to a 
right conclusion. But if error be involuntarily adopted 
after using the best means of information, it may be safely 
concluded that such error will not be imputed as a crime. 

These or similar views of inspiration were favoured by 
Erasmus and Grolius; they were published by Le Clerc 
in his celebrated Five Letters upon the subject; and the 
most important of them have been supported by many emi¬ 
nent divines both in and out of the Established Church. 

Erasmus says, “ Non est necesse ut quicquid fuit in apo - 
sto/is, protinus ad miraculum vocemus. Passus est errare 
suos Christas, eliam post acceptum paracletum , sed mm 
usque ad Jidei periculum” Erasmi Epist. lib. ii. tom. 3. 
ed. Basil. Grotius has the following passage in his Cot. 
pro pace Eccles . tom. iii. p.672, ed. Lond. 1679, fob: 
“ A spiritu sancto dictari historias nihil fait opus , satis 
fuit script or cm memorid valere .” Le Clerc divides the 
sacred writings into three classes, prophecies, histories, 
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lieve that the apostle was inspired to write 
a certain number of epistles and no more. 


and doctrines : in the first he admits inspiration, in the two 
last he absolutely denies it. Vid. Sentimens de (juefques 
Theolotftens Hollandois f Lett. 11, 1(2. See Marsh’s Notes 
upon Micliaelis, ch. iii. sect. i. note 10, vol. i. p. 379. 

“ It is possible,” says Micliaelis, “ to doubt and even to 
deny the inspiration of the New Testament, and yet be 
fully persuaded of the truth of the Christian religion ; and 
many really entertain these sentiments, either publicly or 
in private, to whom we should render great injustice if 
we ranked them in the class of unbelievers.” Marsh’s Mi- 
chaelis, vol. i. p. 72. " IIad the Deity inspired not a 

single book of the New Testament, but left the apostles 
and evangelists without any other aid than that of natural 
abilities to commit what they knew to writing, admitting 
their works to be authentic, and possessed of a sufficient 
degree of credibility, the Christian religion would still re¬ 
main the true one.” Micliaelis, ibid. p. 72. Upon which 
Bishop Marsh remarks, “ Here our author makes a di¬ 
stinction, which is at present very generally received, be¬ 
tween the divine origin of the Christian doctrine, and the 
divine origin of the writings in which that doctrine is re¬ 
corded.” Ibid. p. 379. 

“ The wisdom contained in the Epistles of Paul,” says 
the late learned Dr. Powell of Cambridge, Master of St. 
John’s College, “ was given him from above, and very 
probably the style and composition were his own.” 

“ He is changed at once from a declared enemy to a 
teacher of our religion. But how did he learn the doc¬ 
trines which he undertook to teach ? Let him answer for 
himself. I neither received it of man, neither was I taught 
it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. Gal. i. ifi. The 
doctrines of Christianity and his appointment to be a 
preacher of it were immediately revealed to him ; or, as 
the same thing may be otherwise expressed, his knowledge 
of them was inspired. For there seems to be no intelli¬ 
gible distinction between original revelation and inspira¬ 
tion : whether we say dial the new doctrines were revealed 
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or, that he was prompted by immediate di¬ 
vine suggestion to write every, or any one. 


or inspired, the meaning is exactly the same. They whose 
understandings were furnished by the holy spirit with 
more than human knowledge were inspired: they who 
committed such knowledge to writing made inspired 
books.” 

“ The natural faculties of the human mind enable it to 
retain the knowledge it has once acquired, especially if 
that knowledge be clear and important. None could be 
more important, or more justly claim attention, than the 
suggestions of the holy spirit. But as long as the memory 
retained the divine communications, so long did the inspi¬ 
ration continue; and this we may presume was usually as 
long as the apostle lived.—But this wisdom consisted not 
in enticing words of human device. Of whatever kind the 
language be, it probably had no other source than the na¬ 
tural abilities of the writers. The form and character of 
St. Paul's Epistles we shall find to have been derived from 
the circumstances of his early life.” ' “It has been said 
that the holy spirit suggested not only the religious wis¬ 
dom, but every sentence and word which the sacred writers 
delivered: this can never be proved. And could it be proved 
that the holy scriptures were thus dictated, it does not ap¬ 
pear that any important conclusions would be deducible 
from it. That which is important is also clear: whatever 
be thought of the colouring, the substance of these writings 
was from heaven.” Dr. Powell’s Sermons, No. xv. 

“ The difficulty,” says Dr. Paley, “ which attends the 
subject is contained in this question: If we once admit 
the fallibility of the apostolic judgement, where are we to 
stop, or in what can -we rely upon it ? To which question, 
as arguing with unbelievers, and as arguing for the sub¬ 
stantial truth of the Christian history, and for that alone, 
it is competent to the advocate of Christianity to reply. 
Give me the apostles’ testimony, anti I do not stand in 
need of their judgement.” 

“ But I do not think this the only answer of which the 
objection is capable. The two following cautions will 
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of the epistles which are now extant: he 
puts in no claim to inspiration in his rea¬ 
sonings, in his illustrations, in his narra¬ 
tives of fact, in his typical and figurative 
arguments from the Old Testament, in his 
application of scripture language, in his in- 


excludc all uncertainty which can be attended with clan¬ 
ger ; ^ 

“ Fust, to separate what was the object of the apostolic 
mission, and declared by them to be so, from what was ex¬ 
traneous to it, or only incidentally connected with it.” The 
learned writer illustrates this by the case of demoniacal 
possessions ; in which u the malady was real, and the cure; 
was real, whethor thc popular explication of the cause was 
well founded or not.” 

“ Secondly, that in reading the apostolic writings we 
distinguish between their doctiincs and their arguments. 
Their doctrines came to them by revelation properly so 
called; yet in propounding these doctrines they were wont 
to illustrate, support, and enforce them by such analogies, 
arguments, and considerations, as their own thoughts sug¬ 
gested. The doctrine itself must be received; but is it 
necessary, in order to defend Christianity, to defend the 
propriety of every comparison, or the validity of every ar¬ 
gument, which the apostle lias brought into the discus¬ 
sion ? ” 

** When divine writers,” says Bishop Burnet (Expos. 
Art. 6), “ argue upon any point, we arc always bound to 
believe the conclusions that their reasonings end in, as 
parts of divine revelation; but we are not bound to be able 
to make out, or even to assent to, all the premises made use 
of by them in their whole extent, unless it appear plainly, 
that they affirm the premises as expressly as they do the 
conclusions proved by them.” Paley’s Evid. of Christ. 
vol. ii. p. 301—30.5. Dr. Priestley also has some excel¬ 
lent observations on Inspiration in the Theol. Repos. 
vol. iv. 
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terpretations of the sacred writings, in his 
appropriation of Jewish prophecy. Jn all 
these cases the apostle speaks and writes as 
any other person of similar abilities and in¬ 
formation would in similar circumstances, 
with similar habits and prepossessions: and 
his writings are to be examined, discussed, 
and discriminated, like those of any other 
author; with the same freedom and the 
same candour. 

This way of considering and treating the 
apostolic writings emancipates the mind 
from the bondage in which it is held by the 
popular but unfounded supposition, that 
every epistle was written by a divine sug¬ 
gestion, and that every sentence in every 
epistle, and every word in every sentence, 
was dictated by the holy spirit. Under 
these circumstances, in which the author is 
nothing but the passive instrument of the 
holy spirit, the expositor finds himself un¬ 
der the hard but imperious necessity of jus¬ 
tifying every fact, every doctrine, every ar¬ 
gument, every proposition, and every ex¬ 
pression. Whereas, upon a rational and 
judicious theory of inspiration, ample pro¬ 
vision is made for the support of the apo¬ 
stle's authority in every case in which it 
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can be necessfiry, while at the same time 
sufficient scope remains for liberal and can¬ 
did criticism. Upon this principle, an Ex¬ 
positor will not feel himself bound to warp 
and strain a text from its plain and obvious 
meaning, because that meaning is errone¬ 
ous, and to adopt some unusual and far¬ 
fetched interpretation in order to reconcile 
it to truth, because at all events the propo¬ 
sition must be justified ; but he will endea¬ 
vour to find out the true meaning of the 
author according to the established and ap¬ 
proved rules of interpretation, leaving the 
whole responsibility, whether for the sense, 
the truth, or the reasoning of the passage, 
upon the author himself, without any pain 
for the result; being justly confident that, 
whatever error may be discovered, it will 
not be of such a nature as to diminish any 
reasonable confidence in his authority as an 
apostle of Christ, and an authorized mis¬ 
sionary of the Christian religion. 

In this way, both the reader and the ex¬ 
positor of the writings of Paul will acquire 
an interest, both in the author and his 
Works, far beyond what it would be pos¬ 
sible to feel if the writer were considered 
merely as the organ of the holy spirit.— 

VOL. I, C 
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When the language of the apostle is under¬ 
stood as the natural and unaffected expres¬ 
sion of his own thoughts, views, and feelings, 
in the very extraordinary circumstances in 
which he was placed, and in the arduous 
and hazardous ministry with which he was 
charged, it gives a life, a spirit, a raciness, 
to his compositions, which they would not 
otherwise possess ; it inspires an interest in 
them which it would be impossible to excite 
in any other way, and renders these Epistles 
the most impressive, as well as the most im¬ 
portant, of any that were ever written or 
dictated by man. 


SECTION III. 

Obscurity of the Epistles of Paul. — Mr. 
Locke's Method of investigating their true 
Meaning. — Dr. Taylor s Key . 

In his Exposition of the Epistles, and in 
the investigation ofjdie true meaning of the 
apostle, the Author of the following Com¬ 
mentary has followed the judicious advice 
and the excellent example of Mr. Locke, 
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whose solidity and correctness of judge¬ 
ment, and whose comprehension of mind, 
are no less conspicuous, in his ‘ Paraphrase 
and Notes on the Epistles of Paul/ than in 
his celebrated ‘ Essay on the Human Un¬ 
derstanding/ and his admirable publications 
in defence of Civil and Religious Liberty 1 . 
Discarding all attention to the modern di¬ 
visions of the Epistles into chapters and 
verses, which are of themselves sufficient to 
envelop the most perspicuous writer in con¬ 
fusion and obscurity 2 , and persuaded that 

1 Religious Liberty .} See Mr. Locke’s Essay for the 
understanding St. Paul's Epistles Iry consulting St. Paul 
himself. 4< That great man,” says the late Bishop Wat¬ 
son, speaking of Locke, “ has clone more for the enlarge¬ 
ment of the human faculties, and for the establishment of 
pure Christianity, than any author I am acquainted with.” 
Life of the Bishop of Llandaff , p. 407. 

* Confusion and obscurity .] Among the il causes which 
keep us from an easy and assured discovery of St. Paul’s 
sense,” Mr. Locke mentions “ the dividing the epistles 
into chapters and verses, whereby they arc so chopped and 
minced, and as they are now printed stand so broken and 
divided, that not only the common people take the verses 
usually as distinct aphorisms, but even men of more ad¬ 
vanced knowledge, in reading them, lose very much of the 
strength and of the force of the coherence, and the light 
that depends upon it. These divisions aUo have given 
occasion to the reading of these epistles by parcels and in 
scraps . . . and I doubt not that every one will confess it 
to be a very unlikely way to come to the understanding of 
any other letters to read them piecemeal, a bit to-day, an¬ 
other scrap to-morrow, and so on by broken intervals.” 
Locke’s Works, vol. iii, p. 277, 278. 

c: 2 
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no person in the apostle's situation would 
write or dictate epistles of considerable 
length to churches, or to individuals, with¬ 
out meaning to convey important instruc¬ 
tion in language that would be intelligible 
and impressive, his first concern, agreeably 
to Locke's advice, was, by careful and re¬ 
peated perusal of the apostle's Letter, to 
discover his main object and design, and 
then to trace the method by which he ef¬ 
fected his purpose. 

With this view, it was necessary that the 
Author should make himself familiar with 
the apostle's style ; so as to be able to pursue 
his thoughts through their various divisions 
and ramifications; to mark the nature of his 
transitions, often very pertinent when ap¬ 
parently most abrupt; to notice his long 
parentheses, his frequent personifications, 
his various digressions, and his method of 
returning to the subject in hand, sometimes 
after a long interval; and the application 
of his observations to the case of which he 
is treating, which shows that he had never 
lost sight of the question, and that he was 
not the loose and rambling writer which 
many imagine k 


1 hich many imagine.'] “ After I found by long expe- 
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The apostle Paul was a Jew, a Pharisee, 
who had been educated in the most rigo- 


ricnce,” says Mr. Locke, ibid, p.281, u that the rending 
of the text and comments in the ordinury wny proved not 
so successful as l wished to the end proposed, i began to 
suspect that rending a chapter ns usual, and thereupon 
sometimes consulting expositors upon some hard places 
of it which at that time most allccted me, was not a right 
method to get into the true sense of these epistles. 1 saw 
plainly, after 1 began once to relied on it, that if any one 
now should write me a letter as long as iSt. Paul’s to tho 
Homans, concerning such a matter as tlmt is, in a style as 
foreign, and expressions as dubious, as his seem to be, if 
I should divide it into fifteen or sixteen chapters, and read 
of them one to-day, nftotficr to-morrow, it whs ten to one 
1 should never come to a full and clear comprehension of 
it. T he way to understand the mind of him that writ it, 
every one would agree, was to rend the whole letter 
through, front one end to the other all at once, to see 
what was the main subject and tendency of it: or, if it 
had several views.and purposes in it, not dependent one 
of another, nor in a subordination to one chief aim and 
cud, to discover what those dillcicnt matters were, and 
where the author concluded one and began another ; and, 
if there were any necessity of dividing the epistle into 
parts, to mark the boundaries of them.” 

“ In prosecution of this thought, I concluded it neces¬ 
sary for the understanding of any one of St. Paul's epistles, 
to read it all through at one sitting, and to observe as well 
as 1 could, the drift and design of his writing it. If the 
first reading gave me some light, the second gave me 
mure; and so I persisted on,reading constantly the wholo 
epistle over at once, till L came to have n good general 
view ol the apostle’s main purpose in writing the epistle, 
the chief branches of his discourse wherein he prose- 
cuied it, the arguments lie used, and the disposition of the 
whole.” 

Such was the excellent method pursued by this truly 
great man, who nl the same lime discarded all attachment 
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rous observation of the ceremonial law. 
This gave a cast to his ideas, and a tinge 
to his language, which always adhered to 
him. These circumstances led him to in¬ 
vent, as it were, a phraseology of his own, 
and to use classical words in a sense which 
they never bear in classical writers. He 
not unfrequently changes the meaning of 
his words in the same discourse without 
giving notice : he sometimes assumes diffe- 
rent persons, writes under different charac¬ 
ters, states and replies to objections, with¬ 
out giving his reader any hint of the tran¬ 
sition. This abruptness in the apostle’s 
style often creates great obscurity, and 
makes it very difficult to ascertain his 
meaning. Other difficulties also occur, 
which are necessary consequences of the 
epistolary style; such as allusions to cus- 


to popular system, and sought for nothing in the writings 
of Paul but what Paul himself intended, making him for 
the most part his own interpreter. By these means he not 
only himself exhibited to the public an exposition of these 
difficult compositions, far more rational and intelligible 
than any which preceded, but he also supplied succeeding 
expositors with a clue for the more judicious interpretation 
of these invaluable writings, of which they have not failed 
to make use. And if the Epistles of Paul are better un¬ 
derstood in the present age than in any which preceded it, 
this honourable pre-eminence is almost wholly owing to 
that distinguished philosopher and Christian, John Locke. 
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toms and manners not now existing, nor 
well understood ; also, to facts and occur¬ 


rences, both with regard to societies and 
individuals, which, though perfectly fami¬ 
liar to the writer and his correspondents, 
are utterly unknown to modern readers, 
and can only be imperfectly guessed, per¬ 
haps from hints incidentally dropped in the 


epistle itself. 


Hence arises great and fre¬ 


quent obscurity 1 in the Epistles of Paul, 


1 Great and frequent obscurity ] “ Besides the disturb¬ 
ance in perusing St. Paul’s epistles,” says Mr. Locke, 
“ from the plenty and vivacity of his thoughts, the fre¬ 
quent changing of the person dge he speaks in renders tho 
sense very uncertain, and is apt to mislead one who lias 
no clue to guide him. Sometimes by the pronoun l lie 
menus himself, sometimes any Christian; sometimes a 
Jew, and sometimes any man, 8tc. His use of the first 
person plural is with a far greater latitude, sometimes de¬ 
signing himself alone, sometimes those with himself whom 
he makes partners to the epistles; sometimes with himself 
comprehending the other apostles or preachers of the go¬ 
spel, or Christians : nay, sometimes in that way lie speaks 
ot the converted Jews, other times of the converted Gen¬ 
tiles, and sometimes of others, in a more or less extended 
sense ; every one of which varies the meaning of the place, 
and makes it to he differently understood.” Locke’s Works, 
vol. iii. p. 277. 

“ The form and character of St. Paul’s Kpistles,” says 
Dr. Powell, “ we shall lind to have been derived from the 


circumstances of his early hie. 'Tarsus, where he was born, 
was in that age a celebrated seal of learning. The Tarsic 
eloquence was employed in sudden and unpremeditated 
harangues; and Sc. Paul, long accustomed to composi¬ 
n'»us ot this sort, transferred the stylo and manner from 
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which can never be perfectly explained; 
but which the Author of the following Ex¬ 
position, to the best of his powder, and with 
the aid of his learned and pious predeces¬ 
sors in the field of investigation, has endea¬ 
voured, in his humble measure, to eluci¬ 
date. 

It is after mature consideration that the 
Author has adopted that theory of interpre¬ 
tation of the Epistles of Paul which was 
first suggested by Mr. Locke ', and after¬ 
wards amplified, confirmed, and illustrated, 
by the late learned and laborious Dr. John 
Taylor of Norwich, in his celebrated 6 Key 
to the Apostolic Writings/ prefixed to his 
Paraphrase on the Epistle to the Romans. 

The general principle of which theory is, 
that, the children of Israel, who had been 

speaking to writing. Little solicitous about method, he is 
often drawn from his design by the accidental use of an 
expression or a word; and neither when he quits his pur¬ 
pose nor when he returns to it again, docs he employ the 
usual forms of transition. Sometimes he assumes another 
person, and introduces a kind of dialogue in which it is 
not always easy to distinguish who is speaking. Lastly, 
he abounds with broken sentences, bold figures, and hard 
far-fctched metaphors.”,Powell’s Sermons, p. 2.50. 

1 Suggested by Mr. Locke.] See Ixjcke s long and ad¬ 
mirable note upon Rom. v. (i—8 ; where he distinctly but 
briefly lays down the principles of interpretation afterwards 
adopted by Dr. Taylor, and so judiciously applied by him 
in his Exposition of the Epistle to the Romans. 
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formerly the chosen people of God, having 
been cast off by him because of their great 
wickedness, and particularly for their re¬ 
jection of the Messiah, believers in Christ, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, are now admit¬ 
ted into the same relation to the Deity which 
the Israelites once held; and those terms 
which were formerly applied to the state 
and privileges of the Israelites are now used 
to express the state and privileges of Chris¬ 
tian believers. For example. 

The Israelites having been selected by 
God from all other nations to be his pe¬ 
culiar people, are for that reason said to 
be chosen or elected; being placed in anew 
state of moral existence, they are said to 
be created; being separated from the rest 
of mankind for the service and worship of 
the true God, they are consecrated or holy; 
having formerly been heathen idolaters, they 
were then aliens and enemies ; being become 
worshipers of the true God, they are recon - 
died and friends; having been promised an 
inheritance in Canaan, they are made sons 
and children of God ; having been reco¬ 
vered from the bondage of Egypt, they are 
redeemed , delivered , 'purchased ; having been 
put into possession of Canaan, and favoured 
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with a divine institute, they are the servants 
and subjects of God, in covenant with him, 
and bound by their allegiance to him. On 
the other hand, God is represented as sus¬ 
taining the correspondent relations of a 
Creator , a Redeemer , a Saviour, a Father, a 
Sovereign, a Judge, a reconciled God, and 
a God in covenant . He requires homage, 
worship, love, confidence, unlimited obe¬ 
dience to his laws and statutes, and, above 
all things, that they should abstain from 
idolatry. And upon these conditions he 
promises to be their protector and friend, 
to defend them from their enemies, and to 
continue them in possession of the land of 
Canaan, and of all the privileges and bless¬ 
ings they enjoy. But on the contrary, if 
they violate the covenant, if they disobey 
his law, if they reject his authority, if they 
swerve into idolatry, he also threatens to 
disown them as his people, to cast them out 
of covenant, to visit them with judgements, 
to expel them from the land of Canaan, and 
to deliver them over to their enemies. 

Now this language applied not so much 
to the moral conduct and to the personal 
character of the Israelites, as to their exter¬ 
nal state, as a community separated by a 
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peculiar ritual from the rest of the world, 
consecrated to the service of God, and the 
main design of which was to support in the 
world a standing memorial and testimony 
against idolatry. 

But the apostle teaches, that the Jews 
having rejected Jesus as the Messiah, are 
therefore themselves as a community re¬ 
jected by God; they are no longer a holy 
and peculiar people; they are cast out of 
covenant, and in a national view they stand 
upon the same footing as the Gentile world. 

He further teaches, that Jesus of Naza¬ 
reth, who was crucified and who rose again, 
is the true Messiah promised by the pro¬ 
phets, the mediator of a new and better 
covenant; that Jews and Gentiles are alike 
invited to enter into its engagements and 
to accept its blessings ; and that all who be¬ 
lieve in Jesus as the Messiah,and who enter 
themselves as members of that community 
of which he is the head, are introduced into 
the same state of grace and privilege in 
which Israel formerly stood, and are enti¬ 
tled to the same honourable distinctions. 
Believers in Christ are acknowledged as the 
spiritual Israel; the true people of God, his 
servants, his children. They are chosen, 
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holy, redeemed, called, and saved : having 
once been enemies, they are now recon¬ 
ciled : they are new created, new born. 
God is their creator, their redeemer, their 
governor, their father : they are ‘ translated 
out of darkness into light/ and 4 from the 
kingdom of Satan/ a state of idolatry, into 
that 4 of God’s dear son/ the Christian com¬ 
munity : they are become 4 fellow-citizens 
with the saints/ heirs of the promises and 
4 of the household of God */ 

1 Of the household of God.~\ “ Certain maxims of in¬ 
terpretation,” says Dr. Paley, “ have obtained authority 
without reason, and are received without inquiry. One 
of these is the expecting to find in the present circum¬ 
stances of Christianity a meaning for, or something an¬ 
swering to, every appellation and expression that occurs in 
scripture. Or, in other words, applying to the personal 
condition of Christians at this day those titles, phrases, pro¬ 
positions, and arguments, which belong to the situation 
of Christianity at its first institution.” 

The learned author gives several instances of this mis¬ 
application of scripture language: amongst others, that 
baptism and conversion, though almost synonymous in the 
apostolic age, arc by no means essentially connected in 
the present. He adds : 

“ The community of Christians were at first a handful 
of men connected among themselves by the strictest union, 
and divided from the rest of the world by a real difference 
of principle and persuasion, and by many outward pecu¬ 
liarities of worship and Ifchaviour. This society, consi¬ 
dered collectively, were set apart from the rest of man¬ 
kind for a more gracious dispensation, as well as actually 
distinguished bv a superior purity of life and conversation. 
In this view, and in opposition to the unbelieving world, 
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All those high and honourable titles are 
applied to them in consequence of their 
having become members of the Christian 
community; and do not generally express 
moral character so much as an external 
state, a state of privilege and profession, 
which if they duly improve, they shall ob¬ 
tain the promised blessings, they shall at 
the appointed season be raised from the 
grave to a new and endless life: and “ when 
Christ, who is their life, shall appear, they 


they were denominated in scripture by terms of great seem¬ 
ing dignity and import: they were elect, called, saints, in 
Christ, a chosen generation, a roj/al priesthood, a peculiar 
people . That is, these terms were employed to distinguish 
the professors of Christianity from the rest of mankind, as 
the names of Greek and barbarian, Jew and Gentile, 
distinguish the people of Greece and Israel from other na¬ 
tions. The application of such phrases to the whole body 
of Christians is now become obscure; and we resort to a 
sense and an application of them easier, it may be, to our 
comprehension, but extremely foreign to the design of their 
authors, to distinguish individuals among the professors of 
Christianity from one another: agreeably to which idea 
the most battering of these names, the elect, called, saints , 
have by bold and unlearned men been appropriated to 
themselves and their own party, with a presumption and 
conceit injurious to the reputation of our religion amongst 
them that are without, and extremely disgusting to the 
sober part of its professors.” 

The learned and pious author further notices the strong 
expressions used in scripture to express the change from 
heathenism to Christianity, viz. regeneration, new birth, 
alive from the dead, a new creation ; and goes on to re¬ 
mark, “No such change can be experienced by any one 
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also shall appear with him in glory." He 
who reads the Epistles of Paul with atten¬ 
tion will plainly see that this is the general 
meaning of his language. Without this clue 
it will be almost impossible to understand 
his admirable writings, but with it there are 
few passages which do not admit a simple 
and easy interpretation: or, to say the 
least, the judicious application of this prin¬ 
ciple elucidates many passages which would 
otherwise be involved in inextricable diffi¬ 
culty. 


educated in a Christian country, yet we retain the same 
language. And what has been the consequence ? Some 
conclude that the expressions only indicate the enthusiasm 
of their authors. Others understand the phrases as signi¬ 
fying nothing more than a gradual amendment of life and 
conversation; which degrades too much the proper force 
of the language. A third sort have imagined certain per¬ 
ceptible impulses of the Holy Ghost, by which in an in¬ 
stant they are regenerated and born of the spirit. If it be 
said, If such expressions of scripture do not mean this, 
what do they mean ? we answer, They mean NOTHING : 
nothing, that is, to us: nothing to be found or sought for 
in the present circumstances of Christianity.'’ Pale\ J s Cau¬ 
tion recommended in the Use and Application of Scriptural 
Language, in a Sermon before Bishop Law. Sermons and 
Tracis, p. 6S. 
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SECTION IV. 

Authenticity of Paul's Epistles.—The irre¬ 
sistible Evidence which they bear to the 
Truth of the Christian Religion . 

Or the thirteen epistles which bear the 
name of the apostle Paul, it may truly be 
said, that there are no writings of equal 
antiquity, the genuineness of which is so 
clearly ascertained. The name of the apo¬ 
stle is prefixed to each; and they contain 
nothing that is unworthy of his character, 
inconsistent with what is known of his his¬ 
tory, or incongruous with his mission. The 
claim to apostolic authority is indeed amply 
supported by internal evidence. The sub¬ 
jects upon which these epistles treat, the 
spirit which they breathe, the tone of au¬ 
thority which they assume, the controver¬ 
sies which they discuss, the ardent zeal for 
truth which they exhibit, the faith, the for¬ 
titude, the patience, the piety, the charity, 
which they display, the entire devotedness 
to the cause in which the writer is em¬ 
barked, the joy in its success, the indigna- 
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tion against malignant opposers, the grief 
at the misconduct of professors, and the 
glorious anticipation of a final triumph, are 
all in perfect unison with the apostle's cha¬ 
racter. The incidental allusions to persons, 
manners, and customs, which existed in the 
age and country in which the apostle wrote, 
and the undesigned coincidences 1 and ac¬ 
cidental discrepancies with the histoiy of 
the Acts, and with other portions of the 
New Testament, are strong confirmations 
of the genuineness of the epistles. 

The genuineness and authenticity of the 
thirteen Epistles have been admitted with¬ 
out controversy from the earliest age. The 
learning and inquisitive spirit of Eusebius 
of Cesarea, who appears to have examined 
the question thoroughly, could not discover 
that they had ever been disputed 2 : and cita¬ 
tions from these epistles 3 have been made 


1 Undesigned coincidences.'] See upon this subject Dr. 
Paley’s Horcc Paulina .—This celebrated work exhibits 
perhaps the best model of reasoning from indirect evi¬ 
dence in this or in any language. Many excellent hints to 
the same purpose are contained in Hartley's Observations 
on Man, vol.ii. part ii- clfap. 2. 

a Euseb. Hist. Keel. lib. iii. c. 24, lib. vi. c. 25. 

3 Citations f rom these epistles.] Tor the external evi¬ 
dence of the genuineness of the Epistles of Paul, as well 
as of the other books of the New Testament, the reader 
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by ecclesiastical writers from the age of 
Clement, contemporary and companion of 
the apostle, to the present day, in every 
successive generation, more numerous and 
full than those from any profane author, 
however celebrated or popular. And these 
citations are made by men who held very 
different systems of faith, and who all ap¬ 
peal to the authority of the apostle, and 
would consequently keep a very vigilant 
eye upon each other, that no one might cor¬ 
rupt the apostle's text in favour of his own 
system, even if he should be so disposed. 

Also, the Epistles of Paul were very early 
translated into a great variety of languages, 
and many of these ancient versions are still 


may consult the incomparable Work of Dr. Lartlner on 
the Credibility of the Gospel History . This learned and 
candid writer has completely exhausted the subject, and 
has brought together a inass of evidence in favour of the 
Sacred Writings, which will in vain be sought after to 
establish the genuineness of any profane author. “ There 
are,” says Dr. Lardner in his article upon Tertullian, 
sect. 23, u perhaps more and larger quotations of the small 
volume of the New Testament in this one Christian au¬ 
thor, than of all the works of Cicero, though of such un¬ 
common excellence for thought and style, in writers of all 
characters for several ages. And there is a like number 
of quotations of the New Testament, in St. Irena?us and 
St. Clement of Alexandria, both writers of the second 
century.” Lardner’s Works, vol. ii. p. 287, KippU’s edi¬ 
tion. 


vor,. 1. 
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extant and agree with our present copies. 
Many manuscripts of great antiquity are 
still in existence, some of which are be¬ 
lieved to have been written as early as the 
third or fourth century, and have been 
found in very different parts of the world. 
These, within the last century, have been 
very carefully collated together and, with 
a very small number of exceptions, they 
have been found to agree. It is therefore 
next to impossible that evidence so various 
and accumulated should be fallacious. No 
such evidence can be produced in favour 
of the Epistles of Cicero or Pliny, of the 


1 Carefully collated.'] Dr. John Mill of the University 
of Oxford bad the honour to lead the way in this most la¬ 
borious and useful task of collating manuscripts and ver¬ 
sions. His great work was published at Oxford, A.D. 1707. 
He was succeeded by Kustcr in Holland and Bengel in 
Germany, and eminently so by Wetstein in his most 
learned and valuable edition of the Greek Testament pub¬ 
lished at Amsterdam A.D. 1751, 1752, in two folio vo¬ 
lumes. Their successors in the same field of laborious 
inquiry were Alter at Vienna, Matthaiat Moscow, Birch 
at Copenhagen; and last of all, that industrious and very 
accurate critic, Professor Griesbach of the university of 
Jena in Saxony, whose revision of the text of the New 
Testament, founded upon a collation of manuscripts, of 
ancient versions, and of ecclesiastical writers, is now uni¬ 
versally received by biblical scholars as approximating the 
nearest to the purity of the sacred originals, of any which 
has yet been published. See Introduction to the Improved 
Version of the Neic Testament, sect. vi. 
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Commentaries of Julius Caesar, or the An¬ 
nals of Tacitus : and yet the most learned 
and the best informed men receive these 
Works as genuine: and he would be 
laughed to scorn who should express a 
doubt upon the subject. Much more then 
may we receive as unquestionably genuine 
the Epistles of Paul, the evidence of which 
is so much brighter and more decisive than 
that of anv classical writer. And it is a fair 
and undeniable conclusion, that a person 
is fully justified in sitting down to read the 
Epistles of Paul with as complete a con¬ 
viction that they were written by him, as if 
he had been present while the apostle was 
dictating, or had even been himself the 
apostle s amanuensis. 

This is a principle which it is extremely 
desirable to bear continually in mind while 
we are reading the epistles. For it seems 
next to impossible that a person should 
admit the existence of such a man as Paul 
of Tarsus, and that he was verily and in¬ 
deed the author of the epistles which bear 
his name, and at the same time, after a se¬ 
rious and attentive perusal of the epistles, 
that he should remain an unbeliever in the 
Christian revelation. 

d <2 
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And this, no doubt, is the true design 
and the most important use of these inesti¬ 
mable writings, though not often or suffi¬ 
ciently adverted to. Far indeed were they 
from being intended to incumber the plain 
and simple doctrine of Christ, with an ad¬ 
ditional mass of curious speculations con¬ 
cerning election and predestination, ori¬ 
ginal sin, vicarious suffering, irresistible 
grace, imputed righteousness, and final 
perseverance, to none of which do the epi¬ 
stles, when rightly understood, give the 
least countenance. These invaluable re¬ 
cords are calculated to convey to the latest 
generation the most substantial evidence of 
the truth and divine original of the Chris- 
tian religion : and this they do, by exhibit¬ 
ing a very fair and most interesting repre¬ 
sentation of the character, the views, the 
feelings, and the exertions of one of the 
principal leaders and teachers of the new 
religion, of the very extraordinary circum¬ 
stances in which he was placed, and of the 
integrity, the zeal, the courage, the forti¬ 
tude, the patience, the prudence, and the 
perseverance, which he manifested in the 
discharge of his mission, in the labours 
which he undertook, in the dangers which 
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he encountered, and in the sufferings which 
lie endured. They also display the disposi¬ 
tions, characters, and views, the feelings, 
the prejudices, the imperfect information, 
the partial reformation, the errors, the 
faults and irregularities, the frequent wa¬ 
vering and instability, of the first professors 
of the Christian faith : also, the dangers to 
which they were exposed, and the joyful 
and faithful adherence of many to the apo¬ 
stle, and his doctrine, in the midst of suf¬ 
ferings and persecutions, These Kpistles 
manifest in particular, the violent preju¬ 
dices of the Hebrew believers against the 
apostle on account of his liberality to Gen¬ 
tile Christians, and how constantly they fol¬ 
lowed his steps wherever he had founded a 
Gentile church, insisting upon the absolute 
necessity of subjection to the yoke of the 
ceremonial law, and denouncing the apo¬ 
stle as an unauthorized preacher of the go¬ 
spel, and one whose doctrine and authority 
were disowned by the original and genuine 
apostles of Christ. These charges imposed 
upon the apostle the indispensable obliga¬ 
tion of defending his character and autho¬ 
rity by such direct appeals to the miracu¬ 
lous powers which he possessed and ex- 
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erted, and the supernatural gifts which he 
had even communicated to many converts, 
as must have silenced all objection if his 
appeal were just; and must have involved 
himself, his writings, and his doctrine, in 
eternal disgrace, if it were not so. In fact, 
the appeal was such as no man in his senses 
could have made, had he not known that it 
was true and unanswerable. So that, if the 
Epistles are genuine and the apostle was in 
his right mind, the reader may be as certain 
of the truth of the miracles and of the di¬ 
vine authorit}' of the Christian religion as 
founded upon them, as if he had actually 
been an eye-witness to the extraordinary 
events related in the gospel, or had seen 
our Lord himself raised from the dead. 

To those readers who consider the sub¬ 
ject in this light, the Epistles of Paul will 
appear an inestimable treasure; and instead 
of being, as they have hitherto often been, 
neglected by many as obscure and of little 
value, and abused bv others as the inex- 
haustible source of animosity and bitter 
controversy, they'will become a delightful 
occasion of concord and harmony through 
the whole Christian world, beimt received 
by all parties as containing the most ir- 
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resistible evidence of their common faith. 
And if what is now offered to the public 
for the purpose of elucidating this import¬ 
ant portion of the Sacred Writings, is made 
effectual in any degree to the accomplish¬ 
ing this desirable end, the Author will be 
happy in the reflection that he has not lived 
or laboured in vain. 




CHRONOLOGICAL ARRANGEMENT 


OF 


THE LIFE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL. 

[Chiefly taken from Lardner’s Works, vol.vi. ch. xi.] 


#1 ■ _ 

5. THE apostle Paul, descended pro¬ 
bably on both sides from Jewish pa¬ 
rents, of the tribe of Benjamin, and 
by birth a Roman citizen, was born 
at Tarsus, an opulent city of Cilicia, 
perhaps a few years after the birth of 
Christ 1 , Acts xxi. 39, xxii. 3; Phil, 
iii. 5. 

30. Christ suffered at the Passover in 
March, in the fifteenth year of the 
reign of Tiberius. The holy spirit was 

1 A feze years after the birth of Christ .] Paul is called 
a young man .Acts vii. o3 ; and in the Epistle to Philemon, 
vcr. [), he calls himself Paul the aged , A .D. 62, unless for 
the word 7r gsaSuTr,; aged we read ambassador, 

which is perhaps the more probable reading, though it is 
only supported by conjecture. See Lardner, vol. vi. ch. xi. 
scut. l. 
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30. poured out upon the apostles at the 
Pentecost in May. See Priestley's Ob¬ 
servations on the Harmony of the Evan¬ 
gelists , sect. 2. 

35. September, or October. Pilate re¬ 
moved 1 : no successor appointed till 


1 Pilate removed .] In order to retain a distinct idea of 
the order of events in the public life of the apostle, it will 
be of use to bear in mind certain dates which are pretty 
well ascertained, and which form, as it were, landmarks 
for the arrangement of principal facts. 

1. The first is the recall of Pilate, bv Vitcllius the lieu¬ 
tenant of Tiberius, at the solicitation of the Jews, a year 
and half before the death of Tiberius, September or Oc¬ 
tober A.D. 33. Lardner, vol. i. p. 374. After which no 
governor with power of life and death was sent into Judea, 
till Petronius was appointed by Caligula, i. c . for three or 
four years. Hence it is concluded, that Stephen was mar¬ 
tyred in the latter end of A.D. So, as it does not appear 
that the Romans took offence at so irregular an act. 
John xviii. 31. 

2. The second event is the attempt of Petronius to intro¬ 
duce the image of Caligula into the sanctuary A.D. 40; 
which by the universal consternation it excited is supposed 
to have put a stop to the persecution, and to have produced 
that rest to the churches which is mentioned Acts ix. 3J. 
But th is did not take place till after Paul had escaped from 
Jerusalem to Tarsus, Acts ix. 30, more than three years 
after his conversion, Gal.i. IS; which must therefore have 
happened A.D. 30 or 37. Lardner, vol. vi. p. 242. 

3. The death of Herod Agrippa happened A.D. 44, 
Acts xii., and the famine predicted by Agabus, Acts xi. 
27 —30, soon followed it. Lardner, vol. i. p. 240, vol. vi. 
p. 268. This fixes the lime when Paul and Barnabas vi¬ 
sited Jerusalem with the collection from Antioch, Acts xi. 
30. 

4. Fourteen years after hi? conversion, Paul and Bar- 
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35. Petronius. Paul at Jerusalem. Ste¬ 
phen martyred 2 in December. The 
gospel preached in Samaria. Philip 

baptizes the Ethiopian eunuch, Acts 

11 < • ■ 
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nabas visited Jerusalem to settle the question concerning 
circumcision, Gal. ii. 1 ; which therefore must have hap¬ 
pened A.D. 49 or 50. It is mentioned by Luke Acts xv. 
and by Paid Gal. ii. 1 — 10. This settles the date of the 
Jerusalem decree, which the apostles took back with them 
to Antioch the latter end of the year. Lardner, vol. vi. 
p. '274. 

5. The decree of Claudius to banish the Jews from 
Rome was issued A.D. 51. Lardner, ibid. p. 280. When 
the apostle came to Corinth, he there found Aquiia and 
Priscilla, who had been banished by that decree: proba¬ 
bly, therefore, he reached Corinth at the latter end of that 
year, where he staid a year and six months, that is, till 
March or April A.n.53. Actsxviii. Lardner,ibid. p. 279* 

After this period the chronology is tolerably clear. The 
apostle remained at Ephesus about three years. Acts xx. 
31. lie left that city in the spring of A.D. 56, passed 
two years in Macedonia, 8cc., and the winter of A.D. 57 
at Corinth, which he left in the spring of A.D. 58, and 
kept the Passover at Philippi: he hastened to Jerusalem 
at the feast of Pentecost; where in a few days he was 
seized in the temple, and confined a prisoner at Cesarea 
for two years. He was sent to Rome A.D. 60, where he 
arrived in the spring of A.D. 6 1, and was released A.D. 63. 
Lardner, vol. vi. ch.xi. sect. 11, 12. 

In this manner we obtain tolerably correct dates of 
many of the principal events. But there are some at 
which we can only guess; and difficulties attend every hy¬ 
pothesis. These are principally the date of the apostle’s 
visit to Crete, of the First Epistle to Timothy, and of the 
journey to Illyricuin. 

* Stephen martyred .] The death of Stephen was an 
irregular act, yet no notice was taken of it by the Romans : 
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36. November. Paul converted on the 
way to Damascus, Acts ix. 1—22; and 
invested with the apostolic office 1 . 

37- Paul visits Arabia, Gal. i. 17. 

38. Paul in Arabia; is instructed by Christ 
in the doctrine of the gospel, ibid. 

39. Returns to Damascus; preaches in 
the synagogues; is persecuted; let 
down in a basket from the wall, and 
escapes to Jerusalem -, Acts ix. 23— 
25, 2 Cor. xi. 31, 32; spends a fort¬ 
night with Peter, Gal. i. 18 ; falls into 
the trance mentioned Acts xxii. 17; 
goes down to Cesarea Philippi, and 
from thence to Tarsus * Acts ix. 25 — 
30, Gal. i. 22. 

hence it is concluded that this event took place in the inter¬ 
val between the removal of Pilate A.D. So, and the appoint¬ 
ment of Petronius A.D. S9 or 40; during which interval 
there was no procurator with power of life and death. 
Lardner places the martyrdom of Stephen in December 
A.D. 3.5. Lardner, vol. vi. p. 240, 241. 

1 Invested zeith the apostolic office.] A trivial contro¬ 
versy has been moved concerning the time when Paul be¬ 
came an apostle, which Lardner properly dates from the 
time of liis conversion, when Christ appeared to him and 
gave him his commission. Acts xxvi. lo—20. Lardner, 
vol. vi. ch. xi. sect. 5. 

9 Escapes to Jerusalem.] The apostle Paul w'as con¬ 
verted a.D. 3C>, and died A.D. of), making the whole 
course of his ministry and apostleship 29 years ; of which 
two were passed in Arabia, two as a prisoner in Judea, 
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40. Petronius attempts to set up the statue 
of Caligula in the most holy place. The 
alarm excited diverts the Jews from 
persecuting the Christians, and gives 
rest to the church, Acts ix. 31. Peter 
visits Lydda,and heals Eneas, ver. 24, 
—Joppa, and raises Dorcas, ver. 40, 
—Cesarea, and converts Cornelius, 
Acts x., and returns to Jerusalem; 
where he vindicates his conduct to¬ 
wards the Gentiles, Acts xi. Paul re¬ 
mains at Tarsus, or in the neighbour¬ 
hood, probably preaching the gospel 
in Syria and Cilicia, Gal. i. 21. 

41. Paul at Tarsus. Barnabas is sent down 
by the apostles to Antioch, in conse- 


and two in confinement at Rome: bo that the whole 
course of his active ministry was no more than 23 years. 
After his conversion, he made five visits to Jerusalem, all 
of them very short. The first was three years after his con¬ 
version, when he escaped from Damascus, Acts ix. 26; 
and staid only fifteen days. Gal. i. 18. The second wa3 
in company with Barnabas, to bring a contribution from 
Antioch, Acts xi. 30, A.D. 44. The third visit was A.D. 
50, when he and Barnabas w'ere deputed to consult the 
apostles upOD the question of circumcision, and returned 
to Antioch with the Jerusalem decree, Acts xv. The 
fourth was a mere salutation in his rapid journey in the 
summer of A.D .53, Actsxviii. 22. And the fifth and last 
was at the feast of Pentecost A.D. 58, when he was al¬ 
most immediately seized by the mob, and after two years' 
imprisonment was sent a prisoner to Rome, Actsxxi. 27- 
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41. quence of the great success of the go¬ 
spel among the Gentiles there, to con¬ 
firm the new disciples, Acts xi. 22. 

42. Barnabas visits Tarsus, and brings 
Paul to Antioch, ver. 25. Lardner, 
ibid. ch. xi. sect. 8. 

43. Paul and Barnabas pass a year at An¬ 
tioch, where the disciples are named 
Christians l , ver. 26, 27. Paul is fa¬ 
voured with the vision, or rapture, 
mentioned 2 Cor. xii. 

1 Christians .] A designation probably imposed by the 
enemies of Christianity, who annexed no other idea to 
Christ but that of a despicable Jew who had suffered an 
ignominious death for treason and blasphemy; and among 
the Greeks and Romans it would sound pretty much as 
(ahde tolvi) did to the Hebrews, who branded the 
disciples of Christ, as th e fo/lowers of' the man that zcas 
hanged. The word Christian occurs but three times in 
the New Testament, and always in a bad sense. The first 
is in the text before us, Acts xi. 26. It occurs secondly 
Acts xxvi. 28, “ Almost thou persuadest me to be a Chris¬ 
tian;” where it is observable that the apostle does not re¬ 
peat Agrippa’s words, and express a wish that he and all 
who heard him were altogether Christians , but altogether 
such as himself. And finally l Pet. iv. 16, where the word 
Christian is evidently mentioned as used by the enemies 
of the gospel synonymously with malefactor. —If the name 
Christian had been given by divine appointment, as many 
suppose, it would have been constantly used by the apo¬ 
stles and primitive believers; and must have occurred hun¬ 
dreds of times in the New Testament. It is very true that 
the title was soon adopted, and became the boast of the 
early believers, but not in the age of the apostles. The 
apostle Paul never uses the word Christian in all his epi- 
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44. Agabus foretells a famine: Paul and 
Barnabas are sent with a collection for 
the relief of the poor believers in Ju¬ 
dea, Acts xi. 27—30. Herod perse¬ 
cutes the church, puts James to death, 
and imprisons Peter, who is released 
by an angel, Acts xii. 1—19. Herod 
dies at the end of the year. Paul and 
P>arnabas, accompanied by Mark, re¬ 
turn to Antioch, vcr. 20—25. Dr. 
Lardner supposes that it was at this 
time that the apostle was favoured with 
the trance mentioned Acts xxii. 17- 

45. Paul and Barnabas by divine direc¬ 
tion set out upon a mission, accompa¬ 
nied by Mark. Lardner, ibid. sect. 9, 
Acts xiii. 1—3. They visit Seleucia 
and Cyprus, where Paul strikes Ely- 
mas the sorcerer with blindness for his 
malicious opposition to the gospel, con¬ 
verts the proconsul Sergius Paulus, 
and takes the Roman name of Paul in 
exchange for his Jewish name, Saul; 


sties, instead of which he uses the epithets holy, brethren , 
believers, and the like: for which reason those words also 
have been generally adopted in the paraphrase, as it seemed 
improper to represent the apostle as using a word which 
he appears purposely to have avoided. Sec Lardner, ibid. 

p. 
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45. and, having passed through the island 
from Salamis to Paphos, ver.4—12, 

46. The apostles sail to Perga in Pam- 
phylia, where they are deserted by 
Mark, ver. 13. They proceed to An¬ 
tioch in Pisidia, where they preach 
the gospel with great success, ver. 13 
—51; but being persecuted and driven 
out by the malignity of the Jews, they 
escape to Iconiuin, ver. 52, 53, where 
they make a considerable stay, and 
gain many proselytes, cli. xiv. 1 —6 ; 
but the Jews inflaming the multitude 
against them, they flee to Lystra. 

47. At Lystra Paul heals the cripple, ver. 
7—10, and with difficulty prevents the 
people from offering sacrifices to him 
and Barnabas as incarnate deities, 
ver. 11—18; but the same populace 
being afterwards instigated by emissa¬ 
ries from Antioch and I coni um, stone 
Paul and drag him out of the city; but 
recovering, lie escapes to Derbe, ver. 
19 , 20; from which place, after having 
made a considerable number of con¬ 
verts, they return to Lystra, Iconium, 
Antioch in Pisidia, Pamphylia, Perga, 
and passing through Attalia they sail 
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47. for Antioch in Syria, from whence they 
set out, and having made a report of 
their mission, they remain in that city 
a considerable time, ver. 21 —28. 

48. Paul continues at Antioch. 

49. Paul at Antioch. Zealots from Jeru¬ 
salem disturb the peace of the church 
by insisting upon the necessity of cir¬ 
cumcision. 

50. Paul and Barnabas are deputed to go 
to Jerusalem 1 to settle with the apo- 

1 Deputed to Jerusalem.'] Luke and Paul both give an 
account of this transaction : the former Acts xv., the latter 
Galatians ii. 1—10, but with a very different spirit. Luke 
simply reports, that in consequence of the disputes con¬ 
cerning circumcision, the brethren at Antioch determine 
that Paul and Barnabas, and some others, should go up to 
Jerusalem to consult with the apostles and elders upon this 
question ; but he says nothing of the high spirit which Paul 
exemplified upon this occasion, and which we learn only 
from his own account in the Epistle to the Galatians. Con¬ 
scious of the high authority under which he acted, he 
would upon no account compromise his character as the 
apostle of the Gentiles, nor suffer h '13 decisions to be called 
in question. And if he went up to Jerusalem to consult 
with the other apostles, it was not as the delegate of the 
church of Antioch, but by express divine revelation. Gal. 
ii. 1. And when there, he did not seek either for informa¬ 
tion or advice from his apostolic brethren, but only com¬ 
municated to them the doctrine which he taught, in which 
they acquiesced, and to which they added nothing, but 
with the greatest readiness acknowledged his authority to 
be on a par with their own. And as to the bigots who 
would impose circumcision on the Gentiles, he treated 
them with the utmost contempt; and in defiance of their 
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50. sties the question of circumcision, Acts 
xv. 1 —29. Paul strenuously supports 
the liberties of the Gentile church, 
and the validity of his mission is fully 
acknowledged by the other apostles. 
Gal. ii. 1—10. On their return they 
pass through Phenice and Samaria, 
announcing the decision of the apo¬ 
stles, and arrive at Antioch with the 
Jerusalem decree, accompanied by Ju¬ 
das and Silas, Acts xv. 30—35 ; Lard- 
ner, vol. vi. p. 273. Peter visits An¬ 
tioch, and is publicly reproved by Paul 
for his duplicity, Gal. ii. 11—21. Silas 
remains at Antioch, Paul invites Bar¬ 
nabas to revisit the churches which 
they had planted. Barnabas proposes 
to associate Mark with them, which 
Paul refuses; in consequence of w hich 
disagreement they separate from each 
other, and Barnabas in company with 
Mark, and Paul with Silas, pursue dif¬ 
ferent routes. Acts xv. 35—40; Lard- 
ner, ibid . ch. xi. sect. 10. 

51. Paul and Sil^s visit Syria and Cilicia 1 , 

anathemas he brought up Titus with him to Jerusalem, 
who was an uncircumciscd Gentile convert, and whom he 
would not suffer to be subjected to the voice of the law. 

1 Paul visits Syria and Cilicia.'] W itsius and L. Ca- 
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51. ver. 41. They pass through Dcrbe and 
Lystra, where Paul finding Timothy, 


pell us think that the apostle went from Cilicia to Crete, it 
being very improbable that the gospel should not have been 
introduced into Crete till A.D. 63 or G4, the time assigned 
by Pearson, Benson, and others, when all the countries 
round had received it long before. Lardner, ibid. p. 276. 
Lardner is of opinion that the visit to Crete happened some 
time in the interval between the apostle’s leaving Troas in 
the spring of A.D. 56, and returning thither again in the 
spring of a.D. 58, in his way to Jerusalem. In this inter¬ 
val also he places his journey to Ulyricum, Rom. xv. 19, 
and his purposed residence at Nicopolis, either in Epirus 
or Thrace, Titus iii. 12. u But 1 cannot,” says he, ** di¬ 
gest the order of his journeys, since St. Luke has not re¬ 
lated them.” p. 287. 

Dr. Ashworth, the late learned and respectable tutor of 
Mr. Coward’s Academy at Daventry, in his manuscript 
life of the apostle conjectures that Paul took some oppor¬ 
tunity of visiting and preaching the gospel in Crete during 
the three years which are assigned for his residence at 
Ephesus and in its vicinity; during which time it is al¬ 
lowed by critics that he did not confine himself wholly to 
that city and its environs. The mission to Crete is sup¬ 
posed to have occurred in the latter end of A.D. 55. Aiid 
the apostle returning in the beginning of a.D. 56, writes 
the Epistle to Titus, directing him, when relieved by his 
successor, to come to him at Nicopolis, where he then pro¬ 
posed to pass the winter. But soon after he had sent this 
epistle, the apostle received the deputation from Corinth, 
which induced him materially to vary his plan; and, in¬ 
stead of spending the winter at Nicopolis, he proposes to 
pass it at Corinth. And, having sent his reply to the Co¬ 
rinthians by the messengers who brought their letter to 
him, the apostle dispatches Artemas to Crete to set Titus 
at liberty, directing him logo immediately to Corinth, and 
that after having waited long enough to observe the gene¬ 
ral state of things at Corinth, and the impression made 
upon the Corinthians by his letter, he should leave Corinth 
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51. assumes him as an associate, having 
been well recommended by the elders, 
Acts xvi. 1—3. They pass on to Phry¬ 
gia and Galatia, and being restrained 
by the spirit from preaching in the pro¬ 
consular Asia, they proceed to Mysia, 
and being forbidden to visit Bithynia, 


in time to meet the apostle, if possible, atTroas, where he 
intended to be, soon after Pentecost, in his way from Ephe¬ 
sus to Macedonia. But the apostle being probably obliged 
to leave Ephesus sooner than he intended, in consequence 
of the tumult of Demetrius and the artists, did not find 
Titus at Troas; and, being impatient to receive tidings 
from Corinth, he hastened into Macedonia, where, to his 
great joy, he found the evangelist, 2 Cor. ii. 12, 1.3, vii. 
5—7- But though the tidings brought by Titus were upon 
the whole encouraging, yet the apostle, willing to allow the 
irregular members more time to reflect and to reform, de¬ 
termined upon deferring his proposed visit till the follow¬ 
ing year; and, instead of going to Corinth at the latter end 
of A.D. 56, he made a circuit into Illyricum, from which 
he is supposed to have returned in the spring of A.D. 57 
to Macedonia, where he probably found Timothy, who 
joined with him in writing the Second Epistle to the Co¬ 
rinthians; which was carried by Titus and Luke, and in 
which he apologizes for having so long deferred his visit. 
2 Cor. i. 15—24, ix. 2, compared with 1 Cor. xvi. 1—4. 
The apostle followed this letter in person at the latter end 
of the year; and, having passed three months at Corinth 
and written an epistle to the Romans, he leaves Corinth in 
the spring of A.D. 58, and reaches Philippi at the Passover 
in his way to Jerusalem. , 

This scheme is acknowledged to be only a hypothesis; 
but such is every other way of accounting for this part ot 
the apostle's missionary travels, and it is only proposed as 
affording a probable solution of the difficulties which exist. 
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51. they go on to Troas, ver. 4—8. At 
Troas a vision invites the mission into 
Macedonia. Luke joins the party, and 
begins to write in the first person, ver. 

9, 10. They sail first to Samothrace, 
and then to Neapolis ; they visit Phi¬ 
lippi, where Lydia is converted, the 
pythoness dispossessed, the apostles 
accused, beaten, and imprisoned, re¬ 
leased by miracle, the jailer converted, 
the magistrates humbled, and the apo¬ 
stles set at liberty, ver. 11—40. Pass¬ 
ing through Amphipolis and Apollo- 
nia, they arrive atThessalonica, where 
they make some stay, and preach the 
gospel with great success. Here Paul 
works for his subsistence, and receives 
supplies from Philippi. Philip, iv. 16. 
They are driven from Thessalonica in 
consequence of a tumult excited by 
the unbelieving Jews, Acts xvii. 1— 

10. Paul escapes to Berea, where he 
makes many converts, and theBereans 
are commended for trying his doctrine 
by the scriptures, ver. 11, 12 : but, the 
Jews from Thessalonica exciting the 
populace against him, the apostle is 
conducted privately to Athens, leaving 
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51. Silas and Timothy behind, ver. 13— 
15. Timothy soon follows, and is sent 
by the apostle to visit and comfort 
the Thessalonians, 1 Thess. iii. 1. At 
Athens the apostle, moved by the 
gross idolatry of the place, remon¬ 
strates against it, Acts xvii. l(j—18; 
and being brought before the court of 

o o 

Areopagus, he defends himself in the 
eloquent speech recorded Acts xvii. 2 J 
—31; and, though ridiculed bv the 
philosophers, he makes some respect¬ 
able converts, ver. 32—34. Paul pro¬ 
ceeds to Corinth; meets Aquila and 
Priscilla, banished from Rome by 
Claudius’s decree; lodges in their 
house, and supports himself by work¬ 
ing in their occupation, cli. xviii. 1— 
3, being assisted occasionally by sup¬ 
plies from other churches, 2 Cor. xi.8. 
At Corinth the apostle is joined by 
Silas and Timothy, Acts xviii. 5. 

52. Paul continues at Corinth a year and 
a half; and from this city he writes the 
two epistles to the, Thessalonians, and 
the epistles to the Galatians, Acts 
xviii. 11. 

53. The first three months at Corinth. 
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.53. Gallio the proconsul refuses to listen 
to the complaints against Paul, ver. 
12—17. Paul goes to Cenchrea; vi¬ 
sits Ephesus for a short time ; sails to 
Cesafea; makes a short visit at Jeru¬ 
salem ; spends some time at Antioch ; 
passes through Galatia and Phrygia, 
in order confirming the churches; and, 
having made a circuit through the up¬ 
per regions of Asia Minor, he arrives 
at Ephesus 1 after Apollos was gone 
to Corinth. Acts xviii. 18—xix. 1. 

54. Paul at Ephesus, where he performs 
extraordinary miracles; and where the 
sons of Sceva are beaten by the demo¬ 
niac, ver. 2—20. Claudius dies Oct. 
A.D. 54 2 . The apostle proposes, after 
visiting Macedonia and Achaia, to go 


1 Arrives at Ephesusi] Dr. Lardner says, “ possibly in 
October or Novemberand adds, u I hope I have al¬ 
lowed time enough for all the journeys hitherto mentioned; 
and that I have not brought Paul to Ephesus too soon.” 
Lardner, ibid. p. 280. The learned writer certainly keeps 
the apostle pretty much upon the alert during the summer 
of A.D. 53; and Dr. Ashworth inclines to allow him an¬ 
other year, beginning his mission from Antioch a year ear¬ 
lier. It is impossible to be perfectly accurate, and Dr. 
Lardner 1 s calculations are, upon the whole, as probable 
a - any. 

1 Claudius dies.] See Lardner, ibid. p. 282. 
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54. to Jerusalem, and thence to Rome. 
Acts xix. 21. 

55. Paul probably visits Crete, and thence, 
perhaps, sends his First Epistle to Ti¬ 
mothy. He leaves Titus to settle the 
church, Titus i. 5. Soon after his re¬ 
turn he writes the Epistle to Titus, in¬ 
tending at that time to pass the winter 
at Nicopolis, where he directs Titus 
to meet him. Titus iii. 12. 

56. The apostle proposes to remain at 
Ephesus till Pentecost, 1 Cor. xvi. 8 ; 
receives an epistle from Corinth, and 
writes the First Epistle to the Corin¬ 
thians in reply.—He changes his plan; 
sends Artemas to relieve Titus, and 
directs Titus to go to Corinth to see 
the state of things there, and to meet 
him at Troas, 2 Cor. ii. 12, 13. He 
sends Timothy and Erastus into Ma¬ 
cedonia, Acts xix. 22. A tumult was 
excited at Ephesus by Demetrius and 
the artists, ver. 23; after which the 
apostle set out for Macedonia, xx. 1; 
and, leaving Ephesus probably some¬ 
thing sooner than he intended, he 
comes earlier than he was expected, 
to Troas, 2 Cor. ii. 12. Not finding 
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56 . Titus there, and being impatient to re¬ 
ceive tidings from Corinth, he crosses 
the sea into Macedonia, where he finds 
the evangelist, who gave him a favour¬ 
able account of what was passing at 
Corinth.—From Macedonia, it is com¬ 
monly believed, though probably er¬ 
roneously, that the apostle dated his 
First Epistle to Timothy l . 

1 The First F]>istte to Timothy. \ It seems (piite incre¬ 
dible that Paul, if lie wrote this letter to Timothy from 
Macedonia, immediately after he had left Ephesus, I Tim. 
i. 3, should have made no allusion whatever to the danger 
to which he had been exposed by the tumult at Ephesus, 
to which he bo feelingly refers in the Second Epistle to the 
Corinthians, which was written a year afterwards. This 
and other considerations have led Pearson, Paley, Mac- 
knight, and others, to fix the date of this epistle after the 
apostle’s first imprisonment about A.D. (id. Put, besides 
that this hypothesis contradicts the apostle’s assertion that 
he should never visit Ephesus again, Acts xx. C3, it could 
hardly have been necessary at that time to have cautioned 
Timothy that no man should despise his youth, 1 Tim. 
iv. 1C. On every hypothesis difficulties seem almost in¬ 
surmountable. It seems to me possible that the epistle 
might have been written from Crete A.D. 33, when the 
apostle was there with Titus, lie might have left Timo¬ 
thy to superintend the church at Ephesus during his ab¬ 
sence, intending to return soon. The obvious objection 
against this is ch. i. 3, where he says expressly that he 
left Timothy at Ephesus when lie went into Macedonia. 
This difficulty would be obviated if we could admit the 
reading ol a manuscript of Hilary, “ I besought thee to 
abide still at Ephesus (rd/n ires in Macedonian^ when 
thou wert going into Macedonia.” Sec Gncsbaeh in foe. 
< d. C. Put it must be acknowledged that this reading is 
not supported by any other authority. 
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56 . When he wrote to the Corinthians 
it was his intention to have passed the 
winter at Corinth, 1 Cor. xvi. 6. But 
the intelligence he received from Ti¬ 
tus, not being quite satisfactory, in¬ 
duced him to alter his plan, and to 
defer his visit to Corinth till the year 
following. In the mean time, after 
passing a few months in Macedonia, 
he went, perhaps in September or 
October, to preach the gospel in II- 
lyricum. It is believed that Titus ac¬ 
companied him, 2 Tim. iv. 10, 2 Cor. 
viii. IT, and Luke v. 22 ; and perhaps 
Timothy, whose name he joins with 
his own in the inscription of the Se¬ 
cond Epistle to the Corinthians. The 
apostle and his associates returned to 
Macedonia in the spring of a.d. 57, 
Rom. xv. 19* 

57* Returns to Macedonia; writes the Se¬ 
cond Epistle to the Corinthians, join¬ 
ing the name of Timothy with his own. 
This he sends by Titus, 2 Cor. viii. 6, 
22, accompanied by two other bre¬ 
thren, one of whom was probably 
Luke 1 . See ver. 18, 19 , and P.S. to. 


1 Probably Luke.] Luke fust joined the apostle at 
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57. the epistle. At the latter end of the 
year he visits Corinth, and stays three 
months, Acts xx. 3. From Corinth the 
apostle writes the Epistle to the Ro¬ 
mans. 

58. Paul reaches Philippi before the Pass- 
over, and there spends the days of un¬ 
leavened bread, ver. 6; and is again 
joined by Luke, who perhaps accom- 


Troas, and accompanied him into Macedonia, Acts xvi. 
10, 11. IJe seems to have parted from him at Philippi, 
Acts xvii. 1, but to have joined him again at Philippi 
when he quitted Macedonia on his way to Jerusalem A.D. 
o3, and from that time to have been his constant associate, 
Acts xx* 1—fi, Lavdner. vol. vi. p. 10a. It is remarkable 
that Luke, through his whole history, never mentions Titus, 
though they must.often have travelled together in company 
with the apostle; and in this instance were associated in 
the same mission. There must have been some reason for 
this pointed neglect- Perhaps the following may be as¬ 
signed as not improbable: The apostle in his Second Epi¬ 
stle to Timolhy, written probably soon after the com¬ 
mencement of his first imprisonment, cli. vi. 10, 11, com¬ 
plains of being abandoned by many of his friends. u De- 
mas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and 
is departed to Thessalonica, Crescens to Galatia, Titus to 
Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me.” Demas, it appears, 
soon repented, and joined the apostle again ; who makes 
honourable mention of him in the epistles to the Colos- 
sians and Philemon. But of Titus we hear no more. It 
does not appear that he ever returned to the apostle: his 
name is never mentioned again. And Luke, who was 
then writing his history, which closes with Paul’s iinpri- 
onment, might so far resent the conduct of Titus as not 
t<.' introduce his name. 
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58. panied the apostle from Corinth. At 
Troas he raises Eutychus to life, ver. 
7—12. Erom Troas he passes by As- 
sos, Mitylene, Chios, TrogyIlium, and 
Miletus, ou his wav to Jerusalem. 
At Miletus he sends for the elders 
of Ephesus, and delivers to them 
the beautiful and affecting charge re¬ 
corded ver. 17—38. Hence he passes 
by Rhodes, Patara, Tyre, Ptolemais, 
and Cesarea, where Agabus foretells 
his imprisonment and bonds, Acts xxi. 
1—14 ; and reaches Jerusalem by the 
feast of Pentecost, ver. 15, 16. Here, 
having by the advice of James joined 
in purification with four Nazarites, se¬ 
ven days after his arrival, an outcry 
of profaning the temple was raised 
against him by some Asiatic Jews; 
and being seized and beaten by the 
mob, he was rescued by the Roman 
military commander Claudius Lysias, 
by whom he was permitted to address 
the people in his own defence, xxi. 18 
—xxii. 21. This harangue being in¬ 
terrupted by a tumult, the commander 
ordered him to be examined by scourg¬ 
ing ; but desisted upon being informed 
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.08. that the apostle was a free citizen of 
Rome, ver. 22—30. The next day 
being examined before the council, 
and having severely reproved the high- 
priest for ordering him to be struck 
without any provocation, the apostle, 
being reminded of the dignity of the 
magistrate, apologizes for his freedom; 
after which he divides the council, 
by declaring himself a Pharisee, and, 
being in danger of his life, he was 
rescued by the Roman commander. 
Acts xxiii. 1—10, and afterwards en¬ 
couraged by Christ in a vision, ver. 11. 
Forty Jews having bound themselves 
by ail oath to assassinate the apostle, 
and the conspiracy being discovered 
by a youth who was related to him, 
the Roman commander again protects 
him, and sends him by night under a 
military escort to Cesarea, to plead 
his cause before Felix, the Roman go¬ 
vernor, ver. 12—35 ; who, when his 
accusers were come, after having heard 
Tertullus's charge and the apostle's 
manly defence, defers the judgement, 
and remands the apostle into custody, 
expecting that ho would offer him a 
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58. bribe to be set at liberty. In the 
mean time he frequently sends for the 
apostle, and hears his doctrine with 
emotion: nevertheless he keeps him in 
confinement for two years ; and when 
recalled from his government, in order 
to gratify the Jews whose resentment 
he feared, Felix leaves Paul in bonds. 
During this period we are not told that 
the apostle either wrote an epistle or 
delivered a discourse; though we may 
be sure that he would gladly avail him¬ 
self of every opportunity that offered 
to teach the gospel, Acts xxiv. 

59. Paul a prisoner at Cesarca. 

60. Paul still in prison. Festus succeeds 
Felix; visits Jerusalem, where the 
Jewish rulers allege charges against 
Paul; he orders the accusers down to 
Cesarea, where he hears but does not 
decide the cause, Acts xxv. 1—4. To 
please the Jews, however, Festus pro¬ 
poses to the apostle to take his trial at 
Jerusalem, which the apostle, appre¬ 
hensive for his life, declines; and avail¬ 
ing himself of his privilege as a Roman 
citizen, he appeals to Cesar: which 
appeal is allowed by Toshis and his 
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ti(). council, ver. 5 —12. Shortly after¬ 
ward, Agrippu and Berenice being 
upon a visit to Festus to compliment 
him upon his accession to the govern¬ 
ment, Festus states the case of the apo¬ 
stle, and his own difficulty in describ¬ 
ing the nature of the charge, ver. 13— 
22. Agrippa earnestly desiring to hear 
Paul, Festus consents; and the apo¬ 
stle being brought into court, and 
leave being granted, ver. 23—27, he 
makes the eloquent defence recorded 
ch. xxvi. 1—30; after which the king 
and the governor express their regret 
that, on account of his appeal, they 
could not immediately release him, 
ver. 31, 32. At the latter end of the 
year, perhaps in October, he sets sail 
for Rome, ch. xxvii. 1—13 ; and the 
weather prov ing tempestuous, and the 
mariners being disappointed in their 
purpose of sheltering themselves in 
Crete, the ship was wrecked on the 
coast of Malta, probably in the month 
of November, ver. 14—44. 

fil. At Malta Paul miraculously escapes 
from the bite of a viper, ch. xxviii. 
1—(); ho heals the? father of Publius, 
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Cl. and others, ver. 7—10; and at the end 
of three months he sails for Italy, lands 
at Puteoli, passes a week with his 
friends, and proceeds to Rome *, ver. 
11—14; where, probably after an early 
hearing of his cause, he was permitted 
to reside at his own house in military 
custody, and to preach and teach with¬ 
out restraint, ver. 15—30. Soon after 
his first hearing he writes the Second 
Epistle to Timothy 2 . 

62. Paul a prisoner at Rome, vqr. 31,32; 
writes the Epistles to the Ephesians or 
Laodiceans, the Philippians, the Co- 
lossians, and Philemon. 

63. Paul released 3 , probably in the spring. 
Dictates the Epistle to the Hebrews, if 
that be his; is supposed to have visited 
Colossae, Philippi, Ephesus, and Je¬ 
rusalem ; and after this to have re¬ 
turned to Rome. Some have thought 


1 Proceeds to Rome.] Probably in the month of Fe¬ 
bruary in the seventh year of the reign of Nero. See 
Pearson and VVitsius apud Lardner, ibid. p. 294. 

* Second Kpislle to Timothy.] This fact appears to be 
decisively established by Lardner, vol. vi. ch. xii. sect. 10. 

s Paul released.] For the conjectures and traditions 
concerning the apostle after his release from what is called 
his first imprisonment, see Lardner, vol. vi. ch. xi. sect. 13. 
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63. that he visited Spain, and even Bri¬ 
tain, but of this there is no proof or 
probability. 

64. Rome was set on fire by Nero, who, 
to exonerate himself, charged the crime 
upon the Christians, for which they 
were cruelly persecuted. 

65 . In this persecution the apostles Paul 
and Peter both suffered martyrdom; 
it is said on the same day ; Peter by 
crucifixion; Paul, as a Roman, by de¬ 
capitation. He was buried in the Via 
Ostiensis, being probably about sixty 
years of age. That the apostle did not 
survive this persecution is highly pro¬ 
bable ; as, otherwise, he could not have 
failed to have written an Epistle of 
condolence, of consolation, and encou¬ 
ragement, upon this memorable occa¬ 
sion. 
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APPENDIX TO THE LIFE of PAUL. 


“ A TABLE OF ST. PAULAS EPISTLES, IN THE ORDER 
OF TIME; WITH THE PLACES WHERE, AND THE 
TIMES WHEN, THEY WERE WRITTEN.” 

[Prefixed to Dr. Lardner’s Supplement, in his Works, 
vol. vi., Dr. Kippis’s edition.] 

EPISTLES. PLACES. A.D. 

1 Thessalonians . Corinth.52 

2 Thessalonians . Corinth.52 

p . . f Corinth . . . near the end of 52 

t or Ephesus . the beginning of 53 
1 Corinthians . . Ephesus . . the beginning of 5(5 

1 Timothy 1 . . . Macedonia.56 

Titus 2 , in or near Macedonia . before the end of 56 

2 Corinthians . . Macedonia . about October . 57 

Homans . . . Corinth . . about February 58 

Ephesians 3 . . Rome . . . about April . . 61 

2 Timothy . . . Rome . . . about May . . 61 

Philippians . . Rome . . . before the end of 62 

Colossians . . Rome . . . before the end of 62 

Philemon . . . Rome . . . before the end of 62 

Hebrews . . . Rome orltaly in the spring of 63 


1 1 Timothy.'] For reasons which are elsewhere assigned, 
it seems quite impossible that the First Epistle to Timothy 
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should have been written in the journey which Luke men¬ 
tions, when the apostle went from Ephesus to Macedonia 
in the spring of A.D. 56. And the hypothesis which as¬ 
signs a date to this epistle in a journey which happened 
on the apostle’s return to Rome A.D. G4, after his first im¬ 
prisonment, is liable to great, though not equal, difficulties. 

The supposition that the apostle visited Crete from Ephe¬ 
sus, that he then left Timothy in charge of the church at 
Ephesus, and that he wrote a letter of advice to him from 
Crete, is the hypothesis which appears to me to be at¬ 
tended with the fewest difficulties; though neither this nor 
any other hypothesis is supported by much external evi¬ 
dence. Upon this supposition, the First Epistle to Ti¬ 
mothy would be dated about the latter end of A.D. 5.5. 

* Titus, in or near Macedonia .] If the late J)r. Ash¬ 
worth’s hypothesis be admitted, that u the apostle went 
from Ephesus to preach the gospel in Crete, where ho 
left Titus,” the Epistle to Titus must have been written 
from Ephesus in the beginning of A.D. 56, before the apo¬ 
stle had received the letter from the Corinthians. This in¬ 
duced him to change his plan, and to send a message to 
Titus ; that instead of meeting him at Nicopolis, he should 
go forthwith to Corinth, and, after having learned the 
state of things there, that he should return immediately to 
meet the apostle at Troas, or at least in the nearest city of 
M accdonia. 

* Ephesians, Rome A.D. Gl.] Dr. Lardncr has taken 
great pains to show that the Epistle to the Ephesians was 
not only actually addressed to the Ephesians, but that it 
was the first of all the epistles which were dated from 
Rome ; and that, together probably with the Second Epi¬ 
stle to Timothy, it was sent to Ephesus by Tychicus, who 
returned again to Rome in time to carry the Epistles to 
the Colossians and Philemon. Lardner, ibid. vol. vi. 
p. 327. But Dr. Palcy in his Hora Paulina has demon¬ 
strated with such irresistible evidence that the Epistles to 
the Ephesians and the Colossians must have been written 
nearly at the same time; and it is so clear, and indeed un¬ 
disputed, that the Epistle to the Colossians was written 
near the close of the first imprisonment, that Dr. Lardncr’s 
argument cannot be sustained. It is also equally evident, 
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and demonstrated by Paley, that the letter could not be 
addressed to the inhabitants of Ephesus; but was either 
a general circular epistle, or the Epistle to the Laodicean a 
to which the apostle alludes Col. iv. 16. At all events, 
this epistle must have been written and sent at the same 
time with that to the Colossians and the Epistle to Phi¬ 
lemon, and by the same messengers, before the end of 
A.D. 62. The Epistle to the Phiiippians was probably 
written somewhat later; Epaphroditus, the bearer of it, 
Phil. ii. 25, being with the apostle at Rome when he sent 
the Epistle to the Colossians, Col. iv. 12. 


The following, therefore, appears to be the most pro¬ 
bable order of the Epistles, from 1 Timothy 


EPISTLES. PLACES 
1 Timothy . . . Crete . . 
Titus.Ephesus 

1 Corinthians . Ephesus . 

2 Corinthians . . Macedonia 
Romans . . . Corinth 

2 Timothy . . . Rome . . 
Ephesians • . Rome. . 
Colossians, . . Rome . . 
Philemon . ♦ . Rome . . 
Phiiippians . . Rome . . 
Hebrews . . . "It , 
(writer unknown)j a ^ 


the latter end of 
beginning of . . 
spring of... . 
about October . 
about February 
about May . . 
before the end of 
before the end of 


near the eod of . 


A.D. 

55 

56 

56 

57 

58 
61 
62 
62 
62 
62 


. in the sprin^ of . . 63 


ERRATUM. 

Vol. ii. page 2, line 13 from top, for musical read mechanical. 
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THE ROMANS. 


INTRODUCTION AND ANALYSIS. 

The Apostle Paul is supposed to have left 
Ephesus about Pentecost, a.d. 56, and to have 
spent the following winter in Macedonia. It was 
his design to have visited Corinth in the spring; 
but it appears probable that he deferred his journey 
a year longer than he intended, see 1 Cor. xvi. 
1—-8 compared with 2 Cor. i. 15—24, ix. I— 4 , 
and that he availed himself of this opportunity to 
preach the gospel in Illyricum and the neighbour¬ 
ing regions. Horn. xv. 19—23. 

From Macedonia the apostle came to Corinth, 
probably in the latter end of the year 57; and, 
having passed three months in that city, he re¬ 
turned to Macedonia in February a.d. 58, on his 
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way to Jerusalem: but he did not leave Philippi 
till after the passover. 

During his residence at Corinth the apostle wrote 
his epistle to the Romans. This appears from the 
recommendation which he gives, ch. xvi. 1, of 
Phebe, a deaconess of the church at Cenchrea, a 
sea-port in the neighbourhood of Corinth: this 
person was probably intrusted with the epistle. He 
also mentions Gaius as his host, Rom. xvi. 23; 
who was an eminent disciple at Corinth, and one 
of the very few whom the apostle himself had bap¬ 
tized, 1 Cor. i. 14. That the epistle was written 
by Paul at the time assigned as its date, is manifest 
from the circumstance of his being engaged to carry 
to Jerusalem a contribution which at his recommen¬ 
dation had been made for the poor believers there, 
by their more opulent brethren in Macedonia and 
Achaia, Rom. xv. 25—31. Comp. 1 Cor. xvi. 3,4. 
Upon which occasion it appears, that several per¬ 
sons, whose names are mentioned as sending their 
salutations to their brethren at Rome, were his 
companions from Greece. Rom. xvi. 21; Acts 
xx. 4. 

It is uncertain when, or by whom, the gospel was 
first preached at Rome. It seems evident that no 
apostle had yet been there ; it being probable, from 
Rom. i. 11, that no spiritual gift had hitherto been 
conferred on the Roman believers, as the apostle 
expresses his wish to visit them for this very pur¬ 
pose. It is certain, however, that the number of 
believers at Rome at the time when the epistle was 
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written was very considerable, and their character 
extensively and deservedly celebrated through the 
churches, Rom. i. 8. Nor is it at all surprising or 
improbable, that a numerous body of believers 
should then exist at Rome. The imperial city was 
the metropolis of the world, and the resort of im¬ 
mense numbers from all quarters. Many Jews re¬ 
sided there as sojourners or inhabitants; and among 
these, no doubt, were many believers in Christ, 
whose persecution by their countrymen probably 
occasioned those tumults for which the Jews were 
banished by the decree of Claudius, a.d. 50. This 
decree expired with him three years afterwards, 
when the Jews were permitted to return. Aquila 
and Priscilla, natives of Pontus, who had left Italy 
on account of Claudius’s decree, were found by the 
apostle at Corinth, Acts xviii. They accompanied 
him to Ephesus; and at the time when the apostle 
wrote they had returned and were resident at Rome, 
Rom. xvi. 3. It cannot admit of a doubt, that 
many heathen converts also resorted thither; and 
among them were probably some persons of di¬ 
stinction, and philosophers. These might have ac¬ 
cess to persons of rank at Rome, some of whom 
might be captivated with the simplicity of the 
Christian faith, and the benignity and perfection 
of Christian morals, and might upon these grounds 
he induced to profess their faith in the doctrine of 
Christ. When the apostle was a prisoner at Rome, 
there were saints even in Cesar’s household. Aris- 
tobulus and Narcissus, Rom. xvi. 10, 11, are sup- 
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posed to be persons of consequence, who, if not 
believers themselves, connived at the profession of 
Christianity by their domestics and dependents. 
Epaphras, or Epaphroditus, so often mentioned 
with applause by the apostle Paul in his epistles, 
is believed by some to have been the celebrated 
freedman of Nero l . And even Burrhus, the pre¬ 
ceptor of Nero and governor of the city, is by many 
thought to have been partial to the Christians, if 
he was not himself a believer. These facts are 
mentioned to show that it is not at all incredible, 
that a numerous and flourishing society of believ¬ 
ers should have existed at Rome, though no apos¬ 
tle had been there to raise it; and that the men¬ 
tion of such a society is no presumption, as some 
have thought, against the authenticity of the epis¬ 
tle to the Romans. 

This is one of those epistles, the genuineness of 
which, as Eusebius attests, was never called in 
question in the primitive ages of Christianity; and 
such are the internal characters of its authenticity, 
that it can hardly be disputed by any who are ac¬ 
quainted with the apostle’s train of thought, or with 
his style of writing 2 . 

The piincipal design of this excellent epistle is to 

1 See Philip, i. 13, iv.22; also Dr. Jones's Series ot Impor¬ 
tant Facts, chap. iv. This learned writer supposes Seneca like¬ 
wise to have been a Christian. 

* The argument in favour of the genuineness of the Epistle 
to the Romans, from undesigned coincidences with facts related 
in Luke’s History, is beautifully and irresistibly stated in Dr. 
Paley’s Horce Pauliner: but it does not admit of abridgement. 
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exhibit and magnify the great mercy of God in the 
dispensation of the gospel to Jew and Gentile ; to 
illustrate the excellence of that dispensation, to 
justify the measures of the divine government, and 
to induce the believers at Rome to adorn their 
Christian profession by the practice of universal 
virtue. 

The epistle is distributed, as most of the apos¬ 
tle’s writings are, into two great divisions, Doc¬ 
trinal and Practical. The Doctrinal, or 
argumentative portion, extends through the first 
eleven chapters; the remainder of the epistle is 
chiefly occupied in Practical exhortation and 
advice. 

The apostle, after a suitable introduction ex¬ 
pressive of his apostolic authority, his good-will, 
and his earnest desire to visit them in person, chap, 
i. I —17, enters upon the argumentative portion 
of his epistle, which, without any formal distribu¬ 
tion, he arranges under four heads—the Unmerited 
Goodness of God in communicating the gospel dis¬ 
pensation both to Jew and Gentile, chap. i. 18—v.; 
the efficacy of the motives of the gospel for the 
Sanctification of believers, chap. vi.—viii. 17; also 
for their Consolation and encouragement, chap, 
viii. 18 to the end; and, finally, the apostle states 
and justifies the conduct of Divine Providence in 
the present Rejection of the Jewish nation from a 
covenant state, and in the Invitation of the Gen¬ 
tiles, chap. ix.—xi. 

In pursuing this train of argument, under the 
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First head, the apostle shows that neither Jews nor 
Gentiles possess any claim to the blessings of the 
gospel upon the ground of merit. And here 1. he 
considers the case of the heathen, chap. i. 18 to the 
end;—2. the case of the Jews, chap. ii. 1—iii. 
20;—and 3. the case of both united, chap. iii. 21 
to the end.—The apostle then states at large, that 
Abraham was justified by faith without merit, and 
that his justification was a pattern for all who be¬ 
lieve in Christ, and who are admitted into the 
Christian covenant without any claim of right on 
their part, chap. iv.—The apostle further illustrates 
the privilege and happiness of those who are admit¬ 
ted thus freely, and from pure undeserved mercy, 
into the gospel covenant, chap. v. 1—11,—and 
finally, he argues his proposition, from the curse 
entailed upon the posterity of Adam by the lapse 
of their first parent, and states the vast extent of 
the blessings of the gospel beyond the miseries of 
the Fall, chap. v. 12 to the end. 

The apostle, having thus established the mercy 
of God in the free gift of the gospel to those who 
had no antecedent claim to its blessings, proceeds 

Secondly, to prove that the motives of the gospel 
are effectual to promote the renunciation of sin and 
the love and practice of universal virtue ; 1. with 
regard to Gentile believers, who by the profession 
of the gospel are raised to a new life, chap. vi. 1 — 
11, and entered into a new service, chap. vi. 12“ 
to the end.—And 2. with regard to the Jewish be¬ 
liever : he is first released from a dead and united 
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to a living principle, chap. vii. 1—4; and secondly, 
as the law, by its severity, goaded those who wero 
under its yoke to desperation and to vice, so the 
gospel, by the promise of forgiveness, encourage® 
hope and animates to virtue. This the apostle il¬ 
lustrates by a beautiful allegory, in which he repre¬ 
sents the awakened Jew, not yet released from the 
law, as suffering under the domineering tyranny 
of guilty passions, which were subdued and slain 
by the grace and inercy of the gospel, which set him 
free from the tyranny of the law, and inspired him 
with life and energy to obey the commandments of 
God, chap. vii. 5—viii. 17. 

In his Third argument the apostle shows, that the 
principles and discoveries of the gospel are amply 
sufficient for the Consolation and encouragement of 
believers, whether Jews or Gentiles, under all their 
trials and persecutions, chap. viii. 18 to the end. 

The Fourth argument treats of the present rejec¬ 
tion and ultimate restoration of the Jews, and of the 
invitation of the Gentiles into the privileges of the 
covenant. And First, he introduces the subject with 
great reluctance, chap. ix. 1—5;—he obviates ob¬ 
jections, ver. 6—24 ;—he shows that these impor¬ 
tant events were foretold by the prophets, ver. 28 
to the end;—he laments that his countrymen 
should reject the gospel, the easy requisitions of 
which he clearly defines, chap. x. 1—13;—and he 
vindicates the mission and the success of the apos¬ 
tles of Christ, notwithstanding the foreseen rejec¬ 
tion of the Jews, ver. 14 to the end. . Secondly, 
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concerning the restoration of his countrymen, he 
first shows that the present rejection of the Jews 
is not total , chap, xi.l—10—and, further, that it 
is not final —and that in the mean time it accom¬ 
plishes the wise and beneficent purposes of the di¬ 
vine government, as their ultimate restitution also 
will, ver. 11 to the end. 

The apostle, having thus closed the Argumen¬ 
tative portion of this epistle, now proceeds to the 
Practical part. 

And First, he exhorts believers, in consideration 
of the freedom of their admission to the privileges 
of the gospel, to adorn their profession by the 
practice of Christian virtue, and by a faithful per¬ 
formance of the duties of their respective stations 
in the Church, chap. xii. 

Secondly, upon Christian principles he enjoins 
the practice of all civil and social duties, chap. xiii. 

Thirdly, the apostle recommends mutual candour 
to those who hold different opinions concerning 
things in their own nature indifferent, and parti¬ 
cularly concerning the holiness of times, and the 
distinctions of food, chap. xiv. 1—xv. 13. 

Fourthly, the apostle apologizes for the freedom 
of his address ; he pleads his privilege as the apos¬ 
tle of the Gentiles ; he modestly reports his great 
success ; he expresses his intention to visit Rome 
in his way to Spain, after having finished his com¬ 
mission at Jerusalem ; he is confident that his visit 
will be a mutual blessing; lie requests their prayers 
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for liis safety and success, and concludes with his 
benediction, chap. xv. 14 to the end. 

Fifthly, by way of postscript, the apostle recom¬ 
mends to their protection the person who was in¬ 
trusted with the conveyance of the epistle; he sends 
various salutations to friends at Rome ; he cautions 
them against the artifices of those who would disturb 
the peace of the clfurch ; he transmits the saluta¬ 
tions of believers at Corinth to their brethren at 
Rome ; he annexes a suitable doxology ; and con¬ 
cludes with repeating his apostolical benediction. 

The Postscript containing the date, which in 
many cases is of no authority, in this epistle hap¬ 
pens to be true. The letter was written at Co¬ 
rinth, and intrusted to the care of Phebe, a Chris¬ 
tian of respectability at Cenchrea. 
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Tin: Al'OSThE’S INTRODUCTION. 

(MI AP. I. 1—17. 

1. TlIE apostle introduces the epistle with an Ch. I. 
appropriate salutation, in which he hints at the ar¬ 
gument for Christianity from the accomplishment 
of prophecy, ver. 1,2; and from the resurrection of 
Christ, ver. 3,4 ; and in the course of which he also 
asserts his own apostolic mission to the (iiciitiles, 
ver. , r >—/. 


PAUL a servant x of Jesus Christ, invited to be Ver. 1. 
an apostle, separated to the gospel of God, (which 2. 
he had promised before by his prophets in the holy 
scriptures,) concerning his son (who by natural 3. 

descent was of the lineage of David, but with re - 4 . 

spect to Ids inspiration, was miraculously distin¬ 
guished as the son of God by his resurrection from 
the dead,) even Jesus Christ our Lord; through 5 . 
whom we have received the favour of an apostle - 


1 Paula .vcriwif] “ Ah Xof is a servant who is the absolute 
property of his master, and bound to him for life.”—Dr.Taylor, 
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ship, for preaching obedience to the faith among 
all the Gentiles, for the sake of spreading his name: 

Ver. 6. among which are ye also invited by Jesus Christ: 

7. To all in Rome, who are beloved of God, invited, 
and holy,favour be to you and peace from God our 
Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This sentence is a memorable example of that 
involved and intricate style which so much distin¬ 
guishes the apostle’s writings, and which, being 
very difficult to counterfeit, constitutes one consir 
derable internal proof of the genuineness of Paul’s 
epistles. It arises from the warmth and fulness of 
his heart, which often prevented him from paying 
attention to accuracy of method and perspicuity 
of expression. The main design of the apostle is 
to represent the gospel dispensation as the free un¬ 
merited gift of God, both to Jews and Gentiles; 
and authoritatively to establish the full equality of 
the Gentile believer with the believing Jew. With 
a view to this, in the very first sentence, and in the 
introductory salutation of the epistle, he asserts the 
divine authority of the gospel revelation as founded 
upon the prophecies of the Jewish scriptures ; the 
claim of Jesus to be the true Messiah established 
by his resurrection from the dead; and his own 
apostolic mission for the conversion of the heathen 
world. And he addresses the whole hody of Chris¬ 
tians at Rome, consisting of converts both from 
Jews and Gentiles, as all equally entitled to those - 
high and honourable appellations which under the 
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old covenant were appropriated to the Jews alone, Ch. i. 
as the peculiar people of God. 

Patti a servant, a slave, or bondman, of Jesus W»\ I. 
Christ ; to whom his whole life was devoted, and 
from whose authority he had neither inclination 
nor power to emancipate himself. 

Incited to be an apostle l II . Not nominated by 
Christ during his personal ministry, nor, like Mat¬ 
thias, admitted by lot; but invited to the apostolic 
oiliee by Jesus after his resurrection, who for this 
purpose appeared to him in the way to Damascus, 
and invested him with power and authority in no 
respect inferior to any of his colleagues. 

Separated to the gospel of (rod. By divine di¬ 
rection, solemnly set apart with Barnabas for the 
ministry of the gospel to the Gentiles, and re¬ 
commended by the brethren to the blessing of God. 

Acts xiii. 2 '■*. 

It is observable tlmt the apostle here calls the 
Christian revelation, the gospel of God. It origi¬ 
nated in the mercy of God: from whom Christ re¬ 
ceived his commission. And the doctrine of the 
gospel is the best gift of God to man : it is glad 
tidings to an ignorant, an idolatrous, and a sinful 
world. It brings life and immortality to light. 

This gospel had been promised before by the 2. 


I Invited] ” and therefore u true apostle ; as an invited gircst 
is a true and proper guest.”—Taylor. See Acts ix. 1—22, 
xxvi. 1 (i—18. 

II Separated, &t:.] Or, by a divine designation from his birth. 
Gal. i. IA. 
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Ch. I. prophets in the holy scriptures 1 . This observation 
is with great propriety introduced by the apostle, 
in order to excite the attention of those of his 
countrymen at Rome who might see or hear this 
epistle. It was no new doctrine whicli the apostle 
taught, nothing inconsistent with that religion 
which they had received from their ancestors ; on 
the contrary, it had been repeatedly attested by the 
prophets under the Mosaic dispensation, who had 
foretold that the Messiah should appear and suf¬ 
fer, and that he should be the first who would be 
raised from the dead to an immortal life. The 
apostle calls the books of the old Testament the 
holy Scriptures, or the holy Writings, not because 
he regarded them as being all divinely inspired, but 
because they were preeminently distinguished from 
all other books which then existed, as containing 
upon the whole a faithful narrative of divine com¬ 
munications to the Jewish nation. 

Ver. 3. The gospel of God concerning his son 2 ; that 


1 Promised by the prophets, &c.] “ An observation well cal¬ 
culated to conciliate the attention of his Jewish readers. It 
would put the Jew upon inquiring*.”—Taylor. 

* Concerning his so».] Christ is called the Son of God for 
two reasons : first, because this title is equivalent to that of 
Messiah, and was so understood bv the Jews. See John i. 50. 
“ Thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.” Com¬ 
pare Mark i. 1, Luke iv. 41, xxii. 67, 70. Secondly, because 
lie was raised from the dead and put into possession of an im¬ 
mortal life. See Acts xiii. 33, Heb. v. 5. In this view Christ 
is called the first-born, having been the first human being who 
was raised to immortality from the grave. Col. i. 15, IS, 
Heb. i. 6, Rev. i. 5. All believers, as heirs of the same inhe¬ 
ritance, are also sons of God. John i. 12, Rom. vjii. 14 —17, 
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is, coniHu ning the Messiah: for that is the appel¬ 
lation by which the Messiah was to be distin¬ 
guished from other prophets. They were only 
servants, but he was a son. Ileb. i. 1. 

Him by natural dt'sccut was of the Uncage of 
Dadd, but with respect to bis inspiration, was 
miraculously distinguished as the *Sou of (iud 3 


1 John iii, 2. Hence they are co-heirs with Christ, and Ik* is 
ihr first-horn among many brethren. Horn. viii. 'Jit. These 
are the only senses in which the title Son of (toil is applied to 
Christ in the gnomic upostolienl writings. 

5 U'fto by natural descent, Are.] Literally, “ according to the 
flesh,"—"according to the spirit of holiness," &c. The anti¬ 
thesis between xara c rapnx, according to the flesh, and xarct 
irvevfia. ayjoecmvijf, according to the spirit of holiness, is ob¬ 
vious to every attentive reader. Some have supposed, that by 
the former the apostle means wlmt is called the human na¬ 
ture of Christ, and by the latter his divine nature, lint l)r. 
Doddridge justly rejects this interpretation, because, even upon 
orthodox principles, it is not agreeable to the style of the scrip¬ 
tures to call the divine nature of Christ, the holy spirit. Mr. 
Locke hv the " spirit of holiness’’ understands “ that spiritual 
part of Christ which, by divine extraction, he had immediately 
from (Jod," and in this interpretation Dr.Taylor concurs. Hut. 
this hv no means suits the connexion, nor the scope of the 
npoHlle’s argument; for how cun the resurrection of Christ 
prove, that the soul which animated his body was of a nature 
different from other human souls ? The expression, spirit of 
holiness, or holy spirit, must: therefore be taken in its common 
acceptation, of divine inspiration. The apostle’s meaning then 
will he rlenr and obvious. Hy natural descent Christ is or the 
lineage of David, but by his inspiration he is the Son of Cod. 
<1 d. As a man lie is descended from David, agreeably to the 
predictions of the Jewish scriptures; but as n prophet, lie is di¬ 
stinguished (opi<j()evTOg, accurately marked out and defined. 
See Sehleusner) from all others, as being entitled to the appel¬ 
lation of Son of (iod, or the promised Messiah. Hat wlmt is 
the circumstance which so decisively demonstrates his right. 
In this high distinction ? It is the wonderful exertion of divine 
power in raising him from the dead. This extraordinary lin t 
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Ch. I. by his resurrection from the dead. This illus¬ 
trious person, the head of the new dispensation, a 3 
a man was descended from the family of David, as 
it was foretold that he should ; but as a prophet to 
whom the holy spirit was imparted without mea¬ 
sure, he is entitled to the high distinction of Son 
of God. Fie is the very Messiah whom we have 
been taught by the prophets to expect. And if 
any inquire how this fact is to be ascertained, the 
answer is, Bv his resurrection from the dead. It 
is this wonderful act of divine power, exerted upon 
this eminent person, which clearly distinguishes 
him from all the prophets who were his predeces¬ 
sors, and elevates him to that matchless pre-emi¬ 
nence which entitles him to the rank and charac¬ 
ter of the Son of God ; being the only one of the 
human race who has been raised from the grave, 
and put into possession of a glorious and everlast¬ 
ing inheritance. 

This appears to me to be the true meaning of 
the distinction which the apostle makes between 


abundantly proves the gTeat superiority of Jesus to all preced¬ 
ing prophets, and establishes his claim to the character of the 
Messiah. Acts xiii. 33, “ God hath fulfilled his promise in that 
he hath raised up Jesus again, as it is also written in the se¬ 
cond Psalm, ‘ Thou art my son, this day have 1 begotten thee.’ ” 
And after his resurrection the former prophets are, by a bold 
and sublime figure, summoned to do homage to him, and to 
acknowledge him as their superior. See Heb. i. 6, Improved 
Version ; also Wakefield in loc. See likewise Mr. Lindsev’s 
Second Address to the Youth at the Universities, p. 276, where 
the learned writer justly observes, that the words by natural de¬ 
scent will be found a more just translation of the apostle’s words 
than the literal rendering of them, according to the flesh. 
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Christ bring the son of David according to the flesh, 
and the Son of God according to the spirit: an 
expression from which some wonld, without su(Vi¬ 
olent reason, infer, that the body of Christ was de¬ 
scended from David, but that the spirit which ani¬ 
mated his body was of a rank superior to mankind ; 
an interpretation which by no means suits either 
the connexion or the argument. 

Keen Jesus ('/iris/ our Lord. This distinguished 
messenger of God is no other than Jesus of Naza¬ 
reth: he is the true Messiah, and him we acknow¬ 
ledge as our honoured master. 

Through whom wv have received the favour of 
an apostleshiji 1 . The apostle, like his master, was 
a messenger from God. It was indeed the privU 
lege of Jesus to receive his commission immediately 
from God himself; but the apostle derived his au¬ 
thority through the medium of Jesus Christ, who 
appeared to him in the way to Damascus, and in¬ 
vested him with that honourable oflicc, which he 
justly represents as a great favour, considering with 
what violence and malignity he had persecuted the 
church. 

For preaching obedience to the faith among all 
the Gentiles , for the sake of spreading his name 2 . 


Ch. i. 
Ver. 4. 


1 Through whom - 1 ha favour of an apostles hip.] See (ml. 

i. 1. In the origin'll, “ favour und the upostleship,” a common 
hendiudys. See (irotiim und Wuludield.—lienee x a P if < K Taru 
or favour, is put for the apostolic olliee. Horn. xv. I . r >, I (i •, I (’or. 
iii. I0j (ml.ii,!); Kph. iii. 2, 7, H. See (Initios noil Tuylor. 

* For preaching olmlianaa, fcc.J This is nrehhishop Now- 
come * version of the text, lie observes tluil “ St, Paul mi. 
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Ch. I. The apostle’s elliptical and abrupt manner of ex- 
’ pressing himself makes the construction of his sen¬ 
tences obscure ; but it is plain that he means to re¬ 
present, that the great object of his apostolic mis¬ 
sion was to preach the gospel to the heathen, and 
to invite them all, without any exception, to believe 
in Christ, and to accept and secure the blessings 
of the gospel by a faithful compliance with its re¬ 
quisitions. Thus he was employed to spread the 
name, that is, to extend the authority of Christ 
through all nations. 

6. Among which are ye also invited by Jesus Christ 

The church at Rome probably consisted chieliy of 
converts from heathenism. They had formerly been 
as ignorant, as idolatrous, and as immoral as any 

turally calls the gospel the faith, as it was his chief purpose in 
this epistle to prove that faith was the sole condition of being 
admitted into the gospel covenant.” For the sake of his name. 
See Acts ix. 16. To advance his cause, to promote his glory. 
Luke xxi. 12, Mark xiii. 9.—Newcome. Taylor. 

1 Among which are ye, See.] Hence it appears, that the great 
body of Christians at Rome were converts from heathenism, 
who were probably instructed in the principles of Christianity 
by visitors from the Greek or the Asiatic churches. The con¬ 
verts at Rome, therefore, might be both numerous and of great 
renown (see ver. 8), though the Jews residing at Rome might 
know very little about them, and might hold them in great 
contempt. Acts xxviii. 21, 22. This consideration obviates 
Mr. Evanson’s principal objection to the genuineness of this 
epistle. Evanson's Dissonance of the Evangelists, p.307, second 
edition. It seems quite frivolous to ask, as this ingenious 
writer does, p. 309, Who preached the gospel at Rome before 
the apostle ? Among the innumerable multitudes which were 
continually flowing to Rome from all parts of the world, some 
must have been Christians. These would undoubtedly be zea¬ 
lous in making proselytes, and in some instances probably suc¬ 
cessful. Quo cuncta undique confuunt , cclcbraniurque. —Tacitus. 
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of their neighbours; but they hrnl been invited by 
Christ, through the medium of his faithful messen¬ 
gers, to participate in the privileges of the gospel: 
they had accepted the invitation, and were entitled 
to all the privileges of the Christian community. 

To all in Rome, who arc beloved of God , invited , 
and holy 2 ,favour be to you and peace 3 from God 
oar Father and from the Ford 'Jesus Christ 4 . 

/tefoved of God, in the apostle’s language, ex¬ 
presses persons who are favoured with peculiar ex¬ 
ternal privileges. In this sense Jacob is said to be 
beloved, and Esau to he hated, even before they 
were horn, God having intended to impart privi¬ 
leges to the one which he would deny to the other, 


* livlovcd — invited — holy .J ** These lire but dillorent expres¬ 
sions for professiirs of Christianity."—Locke. ,f That the word 
saints comprehends the whole body of Christians, appears from 
Acts xwi. 10; Horn. \ii. Id; 1 Cor. vi. I; Fph. iii. H, and many 
other places. All Christians are thus called, because they are 
dedicated to God, I (air. vii. M, and because they profess u 
religion which tends to make them holy, 1 Cur. vi. II. Uul; 
those who were thus denominated might fall from personal holi¬ 
ness.”—Newcome. Sec also Dr. Taylor's judicious and ex¬ 
cellent Key to the Kpistles, clmp. vi. 

3 Favour and peace.] “ x a P l S KCCl e, P y ) v1 i’ favor vi prospera 
omnia." —-Grotius. “all favour and felicity.”—Taylor. Hut the 
wonl x a c 15 (K nu ' c ) often used to express the Christian reli¬ 
gion, which is the best gift, of God to the world. John i. 17; 
Arts xiii. dd ; Horn. vi. 14, lb; 2 Cor. i. 12, vi. 1. See Seblcus- 
ner. 'I'lie words, therefore, are probably u hendiadys, by which 
the apostle expresses his earnest desire that the Christians at 
Rome might all, without distinction, participate in all the bless¬ 
ings of the gospel covenant. 

* From (iod—and from Jesus Christ.’] From God as the, pri- 
uiary cause, and from Jesus Christas the great instrument and 
honoured messenger of the gracious purposes of (iod to man. 
Hr “ li mn God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." See 
Krasmus in Joe. 

c 2 
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Rom. ix. 13. The invited ’, or called , are those to 
whom the blessings of Christianity have been pro¬ 
posed, and who have professed their acceptance of 
these gracious offers ; and the holy , or saints , are 
those who, by a public profession of their faith in 
the Christian religion, sanctify, that is, separate 
themselves from the idolatrous and unbelieving 
world, as a community consecrated to the one living 
and true God. 

To all the members of this holy community who 
were then resident at Rome, without distinction of 
Jew or Gentile, the apostle in his introductory salu¬ 
tation wishes grace or favour, that is, the continual 
possession of the gospel, which is so called because 
it is the gratuitous gift of God; and peace, which 
includes all the blessings which accompany, or 
which flow from, the sincere profession of Chris¬ 
tianity. These inestimable blessings are derived 
from God, who acknowledges the endearing rela¬ 
tion of a Father to all who believe in the Christian 
religion, for whom, if they are obedient, he has pre¬ 
pared an everlasting inheritance; and they are 
transmitted to us by Jesus Christ, whom we honour 
as our master, and who is the faithful messenger of 
these joyful tidings. 

The apostle’s words might be rendered, “ who 
is the Father of us and of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Christ is in a peculiar sense the Son of God, being 
the first-born from the dead; and all who believe 

i 

in him are also sons of God, because they are co¬ 
heirs with Christ of the same glorious patrimony, 
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into possession of which they shall in due time he ch. i. 
introduced. r ’ 

l 2. The npostle tlmnks God for their honourable 
profession of the Christian faith, and for their high 
reputation in the churches, and expresses his ear¬ 
nest desire to visit them, ver. 8—10. 

In the first place, l thank nip God through 8 
*fesus ('heist on account of you ally that your 
faith is celebrated through the whole world. For y - 
God, whom I serve with my spirit 1 in the gospel 
of his Son , ?«v my witness ho w incessantly I make 
mention of you. Always in my prayers entreating 10. 
that try some means 9 / might now at lengthy by the 
will of God, have a prosperous journey to visit 

yim \ 

Your faith is celebrated through the whole world. A, 

This circumstance proves that there were many 
Christians at Rome at the time when this epistle 
was written ; that these were not all of them per¬ 
sons of mean rank and indigent circumstances, and 
that their character and conduct were creditable to 
their Christian profession. 

The apostle “ thanks his God” for the prosper¬ 
ous state of the Christian doctrine at Horne: lie 
rejoices in the prosperity of the Roman church. 


1 Whom l serve with my spirit^] “ to whom my mind pnyelh 
its religious service.”—Wakefield. “ with my whole spirit.*’— 
New come. 

* That hy some means ] C»r, “ if by any means.” <( that 1 
may hy some means at length, through the will of God,” ike.— 
WuUfiald 
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Ch. I even though he had not himself been honoured as 
the instrument of planting it. 

Ver. 8. I thank my (rod through Jesus Christ on account 
of you all. The doctrine of Christ had taught him 
to extend his charity to all mankind, and to rejoice 
in the goodness of God to the believing Gentile, 
manifested in the dispensation of the gospel, equally 
with the believing Jew. 

9 . God whom I serve with my spirit , that is, sin¬ 
cerely, entirely, and affectionately, in the gospel of 
his S071. The life of the apostle was one continued 
act of religious worship. He had been appointed 
by God to the ministry of the gospel, and this was 
the great object to which his whole heart and soul 
was elevated, which occupied all his thoughts, his 
cares and labours. 

God is my ivitness how incessantly I make men¬ 
tion of you . Ever since I heard of your faith and 
zeal, and spiritual prosperity, God knows I can 
hardly think or speak upon any other subject. 

10. Always in my prayers entreating that by some 
means I might now at length , by the will of God , 
obtain a prosperous journey to visit you. I am 
eager to see you ; I have been importunate in my 
prayers to be permitted to visit you ; and I flatter 
myself that the time is not far distant, when my 
prayer shall be answered and my best wishes accom- 

Such was the state of the apostle’s mind ; ar¬ 
dently desirous to be permitted to preach the gospel 
in the great metropolis of the world, but resigned 
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to the disposal of Divine Providence, and waiting ch. i. 
for the direction of heaven; and, for the present, " 
his prayer was denied, and the visit he so much 
desired to make was for wise reasons deferred. 

3. The especial reason why the apostle desired to 
visit Rome was, that he might confer upon the be¬ 
lievers there some spiritual gift for the confirmation 
of their faith, ver. 11, 12. 

For I earnestly desire to see you, that I may u. 
impart to you some spiritual gift for yr/ur esta¬ 
blishment ; that is, that while I am among you, we 12. 
may be comforted together by our mutual faith, the 
faith of both you and me*. 

Spiritual gifts, such as the gift of prophecy, the 
gift of tongues, and many others, which are de¬ 
tailed by the apostle, l Cor. xii. 8, were imparted 
bv imposition of the hands of the apostles to the 
primitive converts, and were the principal means of 
converting unbelievers, and of confirming the faith 
of those who were initiated in the Christian doc¬ 
trine. 

The believers at Rome were in general destitute 
of these spiritual gifts, a proof that no apostle had 
hitherto visited the imperial city. The Christian 

1 Of both you and me.] See Newcome, who observes, that 
“ the apostle wishes to impart the gifts of the spirit, not to dis¬ 
play his own power, but to establish his converts in the gospel. 

He is cautious of assuming/' The primate argues from Rom. 

Tin. 9, 16, xii. 6, that “ some of the Roman converts had re¬ 
ceived the holy spirit;'’ rather, perhaps, some who had received 
the spirit were then resident at Rome; such, for instance, as 
Aauila and Priscilla- 
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religion, therefore, must have been introduced by 
some teachers of an inferior order; perhaps by some 
pious believers who were not teachers by profession, 
and who, visiting the city upon commercial or other 
necessary engagements, had availed themselves of 
the opportunity to sow the precious seed of the gospel 
in a soil so well prepared, that it had soon produced 
a copious harvest. God is not limited in his choice 
of instruments, and the meanest talents are in his 
hands equally efficacious with the most splendid; 
nor should any proper opportunity of promoting 
the knowledge of truth and virtue be omitted even 
by those who are not teachers by profession; for 
who can say what incalculable benefit may be de¬ 
rived from a hint dropped in due season ? 

Paul was desirous of communicating some spiri¬ 
tual gift to the believers at Rome for the confirma¬ 
tion of their faith. This was the privilege of ail 
apostle; but, lest he might appear to assume too 
much, he in part retracts his words, and represents 
the object of his proposed visit to be as much for his 
own benefit as for theirs : that wc may he mutually 
comforted by each others mutual faith. How pleas¬ 
ing is this unaffected modesty in one so highly 
gifted and of such exalted rank! 

4. As it was the main object of his apostleship 
to preach the gospel to the Gentiles, he was parti¬ 
cularly desirous to fulfill his ministry at Rome, and 
it had often been in his contemplation to visit the 
imperial city, ver. 13—15. 
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j\ow I would not, have you ignorant, brethren, Ch l. 
that l hare often purposed to come to you, though Vir ’ 

/ hare hern hindered hitherto, that l wight gather 
some fruit among you also, eeen as among other 
Gentiles . / am debtor both to Greeks and llarha - 14. 

rians, both to the wise and to the unwise; so that l* f > 

/ am ready, awarding to my ability ■, to preaeh the 
gospel to ijou a/so who ore at Home . 

Tin 1 apostli 1 was not his own nmntiT with respect 
tefthe course of his missionary journeys, anil was no 
doubt often obliged to abandon the scheme which 
would have been most agreeable, for the sake of pro¬ 
secuting that which would he most useful. He is, 
however, solieitous that it should be fully under¬ 
stood that his de lay to visit Home did not arise 
from any reluctance on his part to perform his duty 
there. 1 le had received a commission which it was 
the fu st wish of his heart to fulfill; he was intrusted 
with the gospel, which it wmvs his imperative duty 
and his earnest desire to communicate to all who 


were willing to receive it. It contained tidings of 
equal and infinite importance to all in every coun¬ 
try and in every station; to the polite and to the 
rude, to the learned and to the unlearned. The 


gospel was freely offered to the poor, but it was not 
limited to them. It was with equal freedom and 
with equal earnestness addressed to the opulent, 
the wise, the powerful, and the honourable; and 
many of this description were professors of the Chris- 


1 llntdij according to my ability .] til’. “ 
is rcaily.” “ u« much us lieth in me I am rea 


Unit which is in'ine 
ily.”—Newcome. 
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I. tian faith in its earliest age. The apostle was 
lj ’ willing and even eager to publish and defend the 
doctrine of his honoured master in the city of Rome 
itself, the august metropolis of the empire, and the 
residence of the imperial court. 

5. This leads the apostle to express his triumph 
in the gospel revelation, and briefly to state the 
doctrine which he proposed in the progress of the 
epistle to assert and vindicate at large, ver. 16, 17. 

16. For I am not ashamed of this gospel 1 ; because 
it is the power of God to salvation to every one who 
believeth , to the Jew first and also to the Greek . 

17. For therein 2 3 4 the justification $ of God by faith , is 
revealed to faith; as it is written , The just by faith 
shall live*. 

1 This gospel.'] The received text adds, of Christ; but the 
word X&ira (of Christ) is wanting in the earliest copies, and is 
omitted in the text of Griesbtich. 

- For therein.'] I have given Dr. Doddridge’s translation of 
this clause, which affords a clear sense to an obscure passage. 
Gr. “ from faith to faith j” i.e. “ wholly by faith.”—Locke: not 
so correct as Doddridge. 

3 Justification^] “Aixaioirev^, the original word, is often used 

by St. Paul for God’s treating men as just or righteous, whether 
by admitting them into the outward privileges of the Christian 
church here, or into his heavenly kingdom hereafter.”—New- 
come. I choose to retain the theological word, justification, 
though it is somewhat old-fashioned; as, like the words faith, 
grace, and other theological words and phrases, it is used by 
the apostle to express combinations of ideas peculiar to himself, 
and which are not comprehended under any other single word 
in the English language. ( 

4 The just by faith.] See Hallet’s 'Observations on Scripture, 
vol. i. p. 15; and Uosenmuller in loc. The apostle here lavs 
down, in brief, the main design of his epistle, viz. that all who 
believe in Christ are admitted into covenant with God, by which 
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I am not ashamed of this gospel. The tloi't riiu* 
of Christ at its first promulgation was an object 
of contempt, because it did not, like the philosophy 
of the schools, affect sxiht.iltios which the vulgar 
could not comprehend ; nor was it set. oil' by a stu¬ 
died and ambitious eloquence. Hut it was held in 
scorn chiefly because its founder was a crucified 
Jew. In this despised doctrine the apostle had 
long been taught to place his confidence and glory ; 
for, in his present correct estimation, it was the 
power of Gad to salvation to even/ one who be¬ 
fit red. —The doctrine of the gospel, however hum¬ 
ble in its origin, was confirmed by the miraculous 
exhibition of divine power; it saved those who re¬ 
ceived it from the bondage of the Mosaic Institute, 
and from the tyranny of heathen idolatry, and 
brought them into a state of light and liberty. This 
inestimable treasure was to be first offered to the 
Jews ; who, notwithstanding their many privilege's, 
and their high opinion of themselves, stood in great 
need of it. It was also to be* offered to the idola¬ 
trous Gentile ; who in this new order of things is 
to be admitted to equal privileges with the descen¬ 
dant of Abraham. 

For in itthe justification of God by faith y is re¬ 
vealed to faith. The apostle through this whole 
epistle calls that state of privilege into which men 
are brought by the gospel, justification. In the 
language of a Jew, a heathen, as such, is called a 


(Mi. i. 
VlT. Hi. 


Ilu y become entitled to eternal life, if llieir liiilh be practical 
and persevering. 
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sinner, whatever his moral character may be: he 
is out of covenant with God. A Jew, being in a 
state of covenant, is holy. Under the new cove¬ 
nant, the heathen believer, as well as the Jew, is 
admitted into this holy state: from being a sinner 
he becomes a saint, selected and separated from 
the idolatrous and unbelieving world. 

This justification, or state of privilege, is by faith; 
for by the profession of faith in Christ, a man is 
transferred from the community of sinners and hea¬ 
then into the community of saints, and becomes 
entitled to the privileges of the Christian covenant. 
This doctrine, so important to our peace and com¬ 
fort, is now revealed by the gospel: it was before 
unknown even to the Jews themselves: it was a 
mystery, hid from ages and generations, though 
it may be correctly expressed in the language of 
the prophet Habakkuk, ch. ii. 4, “ He who is jus¬ 
tified by faith, shall live;” that is, He who is by faith 
admitted into the community of believers, is already 
acquitted from the sentence of the law; and, if he 
improves his privileges, shall be entitled to eternal 
life. 

This is one instance amongst many of the loose 
manner in which the writers of the Old Testament 
are quoted by those of the New. The passage in 
the original has no reference to the apostle's doc¬ 
trine of justification ; but the text is cited by him 
in a way of allusion, as the words of the prophet 
will aptly express the doctrine which the apostle 
now proceeds to establish. 
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The apostle having thus conciliated the attention ^Ch, 
of his readers by an affectionate and judicious intro¬ 
duction, proceeds now to the main business of the 
epistle. 


rr 

X III S Epistle is divided, in the apostle’s usual 
manner, into two distinct portions—the Argu¬ 
mentative or Doctrinal, and the Practical. 

The Argumentative or Doctrinal portion of 
the epistle, which extends through the first eleven 
chapters, is arranged under four heads: 

The apostle proves, I. That the gospel is the 
free unmerited gift of God to Jews and Gentiles, 
eh. i. 18,—v. II. That it is efficacious for the sanc¬ 
tification, and, III. for the comfort, of all who be¬ 
lieve, ch. vi.—viii. IV. That the Jews, as a nation, 
are for the present rejected from their covenant 
state; but that this rejection is neither total nor 
final, ch. ix.—xi. 


PART THE FIRST. 

THE GOSTELDISPENSATION IS THE FREE UNMERITED 
GIFT OF GOD TO ALL MANKIND. 

To prove this proposition the apostle argues, 
That none can claim the blessings of the gospel on 
the ground of right, ch. i. 18,—iii. Also, That 
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Ch. i. Abraham’s privileges were a free gift, and not the 
reward of merit, ch. iv. He then digresses into an 
eulogium upon the excellence of gospel privileges, 
ch. v. 1—11. And he concludes this Part by ar¬ 
guing from the analogy of the Fall, ch. v. 12 to 
the end. 


SECTION I. 

The privileges of the gospel are a free sift, because 
neither Gentiles nor Jeivs could make pretensions 
to them upon the ground of having improved their 
antecedent privileges. Ch. i. 18,—iii. 

Case I. 

The case of the Gentiles. 

The Gentiles are not admitted to additional pri¬ 
vileges on the ground of right. Ch. i. 18 to the 
end. 

1. The wrath of God is denounced against all 
who wilfully transgress his moral law, ver. 18, 

Ver. 18. For the anger of God from heaven is revealed 
against all ungodly and unrighteous men 1 who re¬ 
strain 2 the truth by unrighteousness. 

1 Gr. “ ungodliness or unrighteousness of men.'* 

~ Restrain .] “ Karf^cy, detineo,moror, et exadjuncto, impedio, 
prohibeo, cohibeo. Luke iv.42; Philem.v. 13 ; 2 Thess. ii. (j.”— 
Schleusner. When that heaven-born captive would exert it.s 
energy upon their minds, and urge them to obey its dictates.”— 
Doddridge. They not only did not allow truth its proper in¬ 
fluence upon their own minds; but they unrighteously con¬ 
cealed the truth they knew, and deprived others of the benefit 
of its light and influence. 
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The anger of God is that just punishment which 
he will inflict upon impenitent offenders. God is 
never angry ; and the severest visitations of his jus¬ 
tice are in every instance the result of infinite bene¬ 
volence, under the guidance of perfect wisdom. 
But the apostle’s language is accommodated to the 
imperfect conceptions of human beings. 

The gospel is n dispensation of mercy; yet it 
reveals, in the clearest and most explicit manner, 
the righteous judgements of God upon impenitent 


sinners. This awful doctrine is revealed from heaven 


c h. i. 
Ver. 18. 


by messengers divinely commissioned for this pur¬ 
pose.—Or, the expression may imply, that the an¬ 
ger of God will descend from heaven in that day, 
when God will judge the world in righteousness by 
the man whom he hath ordained. 


The offence particularly specified by the apostle, 
is that of detaining the truth in unrighteousness; 
of unjustly confining the celestial captive, and re¬ 
fusing to communicate those moral truths in which 
they were instructed, and which would be beneficial 
to mankind ; or disgracing the principles they pro¬ 
fessed by a vicious conduct. These charges applied 
equally both to the heathen philosophers and to the 
Jewish teachers; and the apostle now proceeds to 
substantiate his charge against the former. 


‘2. The evidence of the divine existence and at¬ 
tributes is so clear from the works of nature, that to 
he ignorant of them was inexcusable ; ver. ID, 20. 
ltrnm.se what is to he known of God is manifest 
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Ch. I. among them ; for God hath made it manifest to them 
Ter, 20. ffaaf t ] ie y m ight be inexcusable . For his invisible 
attributes , even his eternal power and Godhead \ 
being considered attentively , have been discerned 
by his works from the creation of the world. 

All the notions which the most enlightened of 
mankind can form of the Supreme Being must be 
comparatively poor and inadequate. Yet, imperfect 
as they must be, they are of great practical import 
tance; and God has been pleased to make the evi¬ 
dence of his existence and attributes so conspi¬ 
cuous, that all persons, and especially those who 
profess to know more than the rest of mankind, 
must be inexcusable if they do not attain all neces¬ 
sary information upon this subject. For, from the 
very beginning of time, the eternity, the power, and 
the greatness of God are discoverable to every reflect¬ 
ing mind; and the beautiful structure and harmo¬ 
nious arrangement of the visible creation naturally 
lead to the acknowledgement of an invisible and 
eternal cause. 

How far the light of nature only, independently 
of divine revelation, w T ould enable the honest and se¬ 
rious inquirer to form just conceptions of the attri¬ 
butes and character of the Supreme Being, is a pro¬ 
blem of very difficult solution. It is plain that the 
heathen were in general grossly ignorant of God; 
and that this ignorance was the principal source of 

■ ■ - - ■ . . i 

1 Godhead.'] Mr. Lindsey translates " Providence,’' the word 
Godhead being liable to be misunderstood.—Lindsey’s Second 
Address, p. 2/8. 
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those scandalous immoralities which were the dis¬ 
grace of the idolatrous world. And, though many 
of the philosophers were better informed, so far from 
communicating theknowlcdgewhich they possessed, 
and endeavouring to enlighten and to reform the 
world, they wickedly concealed their knowledge; 
and, both by precept and example, they encouraged 
their countrymen in superstition and in vice. This 
is the conduct to which the apostle alludes, and which 
he most pointedly condemns. 


'Mi. i. 
Vor. Cl). 


3. The inconsistency and folly of the heathen 
philosophers, in countenancing and falling in with 
the popular superstitions, were most inexcusable 
and criminal, ver. 21—23. 


Because that knowing God , the if have not glo¬ 
rified him as God; neither were than/fid, hat be¬ 
came vain in their reasonings, and their in consi¬ 
derate heart was darkened. Professing to he \wise , 
they heca me foolish; and e hanged the glory of the 
incorruptible God into the likeness oj an image of 
corruptible man , and of birds , and <f (jnadrupeds, 
and of reptiles. 

The philosophers had some just conceptions of 
God; but they did not worship him, they did not 
love him, they did not obey him. They foolishly 
reasoned themselves into the persuasion, that it 
would be better to encourage and to join in the po¬ 
pular idolatry. Thus, professing to be the wise, 
men of the world, the lovers and teachers of wis¬ 
dom, they acted the part of the most consum- 
vou i. n 


21 . 

90 

IKi. 
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cii. I. mate folly, and in their practice were gross idola¬ 
ter. 23. . 

ters. 

These philosophers concealed the truth which 
they knew, and joined in the rites which they de¬ 
spised, because they thus escaped persecution ; and 
they valued themselves upon their superior wisdom. 
But this selfish sinister wisdom the apostle justly 

pronounces to be egregious folly. 

% 

4. In consequence of this temporizing and dis¬ 
honest conduct, they were permitted to abandon 
themselves to the most dishonourable vices, ver. 
24, 25. 

24 . Therefore God gave them vp to impure offer- 
tions , to dishonour their own persons bp them - 

25. selves; because they changed the true into a false 
God*, and offered religious worship and service 
to the creature , in preference to the Creator , who 
is blessed for ever . Amen . 

“ God gave them up to impure affections,” not 
by impelling them to vice, but by not interfering 
to alter the natural tendency of the course which 
they had chosen for themselves. They chose the 
worship of idols, with all its foolish and vicious 
consequences, and they were left to reap the fruits 
of their own folly: and what better could be ex¬ 
pected, when they acted in contradiction to their 
better judgement and deserted the worship of the 

- - . ■ i 

1 The true , &c..] Gr. “ the truth of God into n lie.” See 
Wakefield and Newcouie. 

/ 



Paht I. Skct. I. 


ROMANS. 


Cask I. 


great Creator, who alone is worthy of the highest Ch. f. 
adoration and homage of all creatures, throughout N 01 
all ages ? Amen. 

5. For this criminal conduct God suffered the 
heathen, without excepting those who were in the 
highest reputation for wisdom, to degrade them¬ 
selves by the most abominable crimes, ver. 20,27. 

Therefore God also gave them up to dishonour - 2(1. 

a hie passions. For their females changed their 

natural use into that add eh is against nature, 
shut likewise the males , leaving the natural use of 27 . 
the female, have been inflamed with desire towards 
each other; males with males doing that which is 
contrary to decency , and receiving in themselves 
the just reward of their error". 

The crimes to which the apostle here alludes 
were the disgrace of the heathen world. They were 
practised and justified, not only by the vulgar, but 
by the learned, the wise, the polished, and the great. 

They were not only permitted, but authorized, and 
even required by their idolatrous ritual; and that 
the apostle has not overcharged the melancholy, 
miserable picture, is known to all who have the 
slightest acquaintance with the celebrated remains 
of Greece and Rome. 


0. The apostle exhibits a sad detail of the vices 
of the heathen world, ver. 28—32. 


“ hrror,'] j, r-, idolatry. Sec Taylor, who refers in his note to 

n 2 
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Ch. I. And as they did not search after God so as to 
Vei * 28 ‘ acknowledge him, God gave them up to an undi¬ 
scerning mind i , to do those things which were not 

29. expedient 2 ; being filled with all injustice, lewd- 
ness, wickedness, exorbitant affection 3 , malice; 
full of envy, murder, contention , fraud, ?nalig- 

30. nity 4 ; whisperers, slanderers, haters of God, vio¬ 
lent 5 , proud, boastful, inventors of evil, disohe- 

31. dicnt to parents, without consideration violators 
of contracts, ivithout natural affection, implacable , 

32. unmerciful: who, acknowledging the divine rule of 
right, ivere not award that they who practise 


Cicero De Nat. Dcor., and to his Tusculan Questions, for proof 
of the justice of the apostle’s charge. See also Bos Ej.ereit. 
in loc. 

1 Undiscerning mind.'] So Wakefield. “ Reprobate ; a mind 
not to be approved of. It is properly vised of adulterated coin.'* 
—Newcome. 

* Not expedient .] “ A meiosis for things most inexpedient 

and enormous.”—Doddridge. 

5 Exorbitant affection.'] n \eqve%hz. This is the sense in 
which the apostle commonly uses the word when discoursing 
concerning heathen idolatry; and it luus been overlooked bv 
the generality of translates. Compare Eph. iv. 19, v.3 ; Col. 
iii. 5 ; 1 Thess. iv. G ; 1 Cor. v. 10, 11. See Hammond's note 
on Rom. i. 29, and Locke's excellent Notes on Eph. iv. 19, v. 3. 
“ De omni immoderata el nimia cupiditate, ctiam de libidine ve¬ 
nerea quandoque vocem hanc usurpari docuit. Elsnerus Ohs. Sac. 
v. 2, p . 218.” — Schleusner. 

4 Malignity] “ K axorfieia,: it consists in putting the worst 
construction upon everything.”—Ncwcome, from Aristotle. 

i Violent.] ** Injurious.”—Wakefield. personal injury. 

Without consideration , &c.] Acryvsray: Bowver suspects, 
that either this or the next word acoySsref, violators of con¬ 
tracts, should be dropped. The latter word Wakefield renders 
morose, “ with whom there can be no harmony or friendly con- 
nexion.” 

7 Were not aware.] With Mr. Locke I adopt the reading of the 
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these things arc worthy of death , and not only 
commit these crimes themselves , hat even take plea¬ 
sure in those who practise them . 

The wise men of the heathen world did not 


search after God so ns to acknowledge him. All 
their theological inquiries terminated in vain spe¬ 
culations, which had no influence on their practice. 
They entered no protest against the popular super¬ 
stitions which they held in contempt, but associated 
with the multitude in their idolatrous rites; thoro- 


Oh. i. 
Vur. :w. 


fore God gave them up to an undiscerning mind. 
Errors in practice led to errors in judgement, so 
that they could not discern right from wrong. 
And while they were pleading for wlmt they judged 
to be decent and expedient, they came to conclu¬ 
sions the most remote from truth ; and, instead of 


recommending universal benevolence, such as be¬ 
came the children of the great universal Parent, 
they taught the lawfulness of violating every rela¬ 
tive and social duty; and exemplified their doctrine 
by their practice. So that hardly a vice can be 
named which did not find its advocates. They 
acknowledged, indeed, a rule of right, and admit¬ 
ted that rule to be of divine authority: not, how¬ 
ever, understanding that death was the just punish- 


Clennont and some other copies, that they were not aware of 
the capital punishment denounced by the law - f which reading 
seems to be required by the apostle’s reasoning, the object of 
which is to prove that the Jews were the most guilty, because 
they not only were aware that these actions were criminal, 
but also knew that the law of God had expressly prohibited 
thi'in, under pain of death, 
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Ch. i. ment of sin. But at any rate they did not reckon 
C1, ' those unsocial passions which produce quarrels and 

strife, and mischief, confusion and misery in the 
world, in the catalogue of vices. Many of these 
bad passions, such as hatred and revenge, were es¬ 
timated by them as splendid virtues, which they 
openly practised themselves, and which they ap¬ 
proved and celebrated in others. 

From this correct, but melancholy representation 
of the wretched state of the heathen world,. the 
apostle leaves his reader to draw the conclusion, 
what claim the heathen could allege, on the ground 
of merit and of right, to the blessings of the Chris¬ 
tian dispensation. 


Case II. 

The Case of the Jeivs . 

ch. II. The Jew has no better claim to the privileges 
of the gospel than the idolatrous Gentile, ch. ii. 
1,—iii. 20, 


1. The apostle, without expressly mentioning 
the Jews, argues from general principles the justice 
of punishing a man who, setting himself up as the 
judge of others, himself commits the crimes which 
he condemns in them, ver.’ 1—S. 

The apostle had suffered very injurious treat¬ 
ment from his countrymen; but he always retained 
a sincere affection for them, and in his writings life 
generally treats them and their prejudices with the 
greatest tenderness that was consistent w ith fidelity. 
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This is particularly observable through the whole 
of this celebrated epistle. 

The Jews held the Gentiles in the utmost con¬ 
tempt, and were loud in their censures of the ido¬ 
latry and vice of the heathen world. They would 
therefore be well pleased with the picture which 
the apostle had just drawn of the deplorable state 
of morals among those who professed to be the 
most enlightened and civilized of the heathen. 

llut it was the apostle’s design to prove that the 
Jews themselves were in a state equally corrupt 
with the heathen, and still more inexcusable; and 
to the Jew nothing could be more offensive than 
this charge. The apostle introduces it therefore 
with great caution, and in such a form, that the 
Jew is led to acknowledge the justice of his conclu¬ 
sion before he is aware that it is applicable to him¬ 
self; for the apostle, before he ventures to introduce 
the Jew by name, first establishes the general prin¬ 
ciple, that a man who officiously condemns others 
for crimes of which he is himself guilty, does by 
parity of reason condemn himself, and acknow¬ 
ledges that he is himself deserving of that punish¬ 
ment which he is so forward to denounce upon 
others. Having fully established this point, he. 
turns short upon the Jew, and plainly tells him that 
he is the person to whom this argument applies. 

Therefore thou art inexcusable , O man who- 


1 O won.] Dr. Taylor remarks that “ the apostle ad¬ 
dresses the Jews in u covert general way, and uses general 


:u> 

tii. ir. 


Vcr. 1. 
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Ch. ii. soever thou art that judgest 1 ,• for wherein thou 
judgest another thou eondemnest thyself for thou 
who judgest doest the same things. 

Whether Pagan philosopher or a teacher of any 
other sect or nation, if thou eondemnest in another 
the crimes of which thou art thyself guilty, thou art 
convicted out of thine own mouth, and no plea can 
avail thee in arrest of judgement. 

2. jVoiv iv e know that the judgement of God is ac¬ 
cording to truth 2 against those who commit such 
things. 

It is a principle not to be denied by any one, 
that God will visit sin with condign punishment, 
whatever be the character or profession of the guilty 
person. God is righteous, and his decisions are 
perfectly impartial. 

3 . And dost thou , O man , who judgest those who 
do these things, and who doest them thyself expect 
that thou shalt escape the judgement of God? 

Canst thou, O teacher, of whatever character, 
sect, or country, who assumest the office of a judge, 
conscious and self-convicted as thou art, calculate 
upon escaping that righteous condemnation of God 
which thou art so ready to denounce upon others 
whose crimes are similar to thine own ? 


terms, that the Jew may not too plainly see that he is speaking 
to him.” 

1 That judgest.] “ 'O Kpivvjv, the Judger, is here veryempha- 
tical. It denotes more than simple judging. It implies assum¬ 
ing the character, place, and authority of a judge.”—Taylor. 

* Is acc ording to truth.] “ will be without distinction.”— 
Wakefield. 
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Or dost thou despise the riches of his kindness'*, 
and forbearance , and long-suffering, not, knowing 
that the kindness of God should lead thee to re- 
pen tan re P 

Dost thou treat divine patience and forbearance 
with contempt, instead of availing thyself of the 
opportunity which his rich mercy affords to repent 
of thy manifold offences ? What astonishing folly 
and presumption in one of such high professions! 
who settest thyself up as a teacher and a judge. 

But bu this hardness and impenitence of thy 
heart , thou treasures/, 4 up to thyself wrath against 
the day of wrath and of the revelation of the righ¬ 
teous judgement of God, who will recompense to 
every man according to his works. 

Alas! these pretensions and this profession will 
be of little avail; for, however thou mayest flatter 
thyself, he assured that thy crimes will not escape 
either detection or punishment. Hypocrisy will 
only add to this offence, and aggravate thy condem¬ 
nation in that tlay when God will manifest his dis¬ 
pleasure against sin, and all men shall he treat¬ 
ed, not according to their pretensions or profes¬ 
sions, but in exact correspondence with their real 
character. 

'J'o them who by patient continuance in well do¬ 
ing seek for glory , honour and immortality , cter- 


Ch. II. 
Vor. 1. 




(I 


7 . 


1 Kindness—should lead.] See Neweomo, und Professor 
Symons's Expediency of revising the Translation, c. H2. 

* Thou ircasurcst.] I follow the punctuation of (Jricsbach 
und Taylor. 
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nal life. But to those who are contentious, and dis¬ 
obedient to the truth ] , but obedient to unrighteous¬ 
ness , indignation and wrath . 

The reward which God will bestow upon those 
who patiently persevere in a course of virtue, will 
be that everlasting honour and happiness in a fu¬ 
ture life, the hope of which has been the most 
powerful spring of action, and the most abundant 
source of consolation in their struggles through 
life. But, on the other hand, the most insupport¬ 
able effects of the divine displeasure shall fall upon 
those who have acted contrary to their better know¬ 
ledge ; who though instructed in the rule of duty 
have lived in the practice of vice, whatever arrogant 
pretensions they may have made to be the favour¬ 
ites of heaven, or how loud and severe soever their 
censures may have been of others, who, though not 
possessing the same privileges, have not exceeded 
them in the commission of crime. 

2. The apostle having argued the impartial jus¬ 
tice of God upon general principles, now proceeds 
to apply his doctrine explicitly to the Jew as well 
as to the heathen; and particularly he expressly 
announces that the final distribution of rewards and 
punishments shall be allotted in exact correspond¬ 
ence with men’s moral character, whether they be 
Jews or Gentiles, ver. 9—11. 

i 

1 Disobedient to the truth.'] “ who obstinately and pertina¬ 
ciously dispute against the truth, and do not humbly and sin¬ 
cerely yield themselves to be governed by it.”—Taylor. 
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Tribulation and anguish, shall fall upon every eh. n. 
soul of man who praetiseth evil , of the Jew first , Vc, ‘ 
and also of the Greek. 11 at glory , honour and io. 
peace shall be to every one who praetiseth good t 
to the Jew first , and also to the Greek. 

As though the apostle had snid. To be plain with 
you, my brethren, I must frankly tell you, that the 
Jew who glories in his privileges is equally amen¬ 
able to the divine tribunal with the despised Gen¬ 
tile. The man who perseveres in sin shall slitter 
adequate and insupportable punishment, whether 
Jew or Gentile, and indeed the Jew will he the 
greater sufferer, because he sins against superior 
light; and every one who perseveres in the prac¬ 
tice of virtue, .shall be put into possession of the 
promised reward, whether Jew or Gentile. If in¬ 
deed the Jew by improving his privilege has at¬ 
tained a higher degree of moral excellence than 
others, but not otherwise, his reward will be pro¬ 
portionality great. 

For there is no respect of persons with God; 11. 
who will deal with his rational offspring in due 
correspondence with their real characters, without 
regard to their external privileges and profession, 
and will no more spare the offending Jew than he 
will punish the virtuous heathen. 


3. In the day of general retribution, every one 
shall be judged according to the tenor of the dis¬ 
pensation under which he hath lived, ver. 12 and 
Hi. 
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For as many as have sinned not being under a 
law 1 shall without a law perish; and as many as 
have sinned under a law shall by law be judged. 

A righteous God will make a just discrimination 
in the punishment of guilt; nor will he visit the 
sins of those who possessed imperfect degrees of 
moral information with the same severity with 
which he will punish those who offend against the 
clear light of divine revelation. Some sin against 
the obscure intimations of unassisted reason only, 


being destitute of the superior information com¬ 
municated by a written law : their offences shall be 
punished in the way that reason may dictate. 
Others offend against a written and positive law 
which prohibits the crime and declares the penalty : 

bv that law shall they be tried, and to its condemn- 
* * 

ing sentence shall they be doomed. 

1C. In that day when Hod shall judge the secrets 
of men y by Jesus Christ , according to my gospel . 

There is a day coming, when the secrets of the 
heart shall be brought to light, and every man’s cha¬ 
racter shall be made manifest. In that day God 
will allot the final condition of all mankind in exact 


correspondence to the truth of their character; and 
the gospel, which it is my honourable commission 
to publish to the world, announces that the me- 


1 Under a laic.'] “ They who shall be found to have trails- v 
gre6sed the mere light of nature shall not come under the same 
rule with such as have enjoyed an extraordinary revelation.”— 
Dr. Taylor, who considers vcr. 13, 14, 15, as a comment upon 
the 12th. 
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diuni through which this grand event is to take n,.n. 
place is the Lord Jesus Christ, who may perhaps X(! '' 1( ’ 
in some unknown and inconeelvahle manner pre¬ 
side in person as judge upon this solemn oeension 2 ; 
and whose laws, as revealed in the gospel, will cer¬ 
tainly constitute the rule of proceeding at this grand 
and final assize. 

4. In a parenthesis ' 1 the apostle justifies the as¬ 
sertion which he had made, that, men shall be judged 


• Am in the language of prophecy, the prophet in sometimes 
said to do I hilt which he only foretells, see Jit. i, 10, ltev. xi. 
(>, it is possible tlmt when it is said that Christ will judge the 
world, tin* meaning may be no more, than that the world will 
be judged and the final stale of mankind decided agreeably to 
the solemn declarations of his gospel; and this supposition 
would afford an easy explanation of those texts which repre¬ 
sent not only the apostles, but Christians in general, as asses¬ 
sors with Christ in the final judgement : for they also hear (heir 
solemn and united testimony to the smne important truth. This 
inlerprclutiot would also obviate the objections which some 
learned men have offered to the doctrine ol the proper humanity 
ol Jesus Christ, from the consideration of the extreme improba¬ 
bility lliulu mere human being should be appointed to tin* office 
of universal judge. It cannot however be doubled, that. Cod 
is able to qualify any being for the oilier to which he nmy call 
him out, and he certainly will do it; and l)r. Priestley justly 
remarks, that they who make this objection do not sufficiently 
consider the wonderfully rapid progress in knowledge and in 
power which our Lord is necessarily making in the long inter¬ 
val antecedent to the day of judgement. Upon the whole, as 
the accomplishment of the prophecy can alone explain its awful 
import, our time will be better employed in preparing for the 
great event, than by indulging in random speculations upon a 
subject which we cannot comprehend. See BcIhIiiutTs Culm 
Inquiry, Part I. Sect. x.4. Dr. Priestley’s Letters to J)r. Price, 
p. 140. 

1 Parcnthcsiii,'] This parenthesis, for the sake of perspicuity, 
J have placed after vcr. 1G. 
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Ch. ii. according to the tenor of the dispensation under 
which they have lived, ver. 13—15. 

Ver. 13. For it is not the hearers of a law 1 who ar ejust 
in the sight of God, but the doers of a law will be 
justified . 

Some may perhaps flatter themselves, that be¬ 
cause they are indulged with the light of divine re¬ 
velation they are the favourites of Heaven and are 
sure of acceptance. This is a most dangerous error; 
for privileges are only valuable as far as they are 
improved, and render the possessors of them wiser 
and better. 

14. For when the heathen, who have not a law, per¬ 
form by nature the duties of the law, these, not 
16. having a law, are a law to themselves: who show 
the work of the law written in their hearts, by the 
concurring testimony of conscience, and by mutual 
reasonings accusing and defending . 

The apostle having affirmed, ver. 12, that as 
many as sin under the Mosaic law shall be judged 
by that law, establishes his proposition upon the 
principle that it is not the mere possession, but the 
just improvement of external privileges which enti¬ 
tles a man to the favour of God. Not the mere 
hearers of the law, whatever veneration they may 
profess for it, or whatever value they may set upon 
their privilege, but those who practise the precepts 


1 A law.'] The definite article is omitted in the Alexan¬ 
drine and other ancient copies, and the connexion seems to re¬ 
quire it. 
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which they hour, and they nlonc, slmll he ueeount- 
ed righteous in the sight of (Jod. 

And having before asserted that the heathen, 
though ignorant of divine revelation and destitute 
of positive law, should nevertheless he punished for 
their crimes, he here justifies this assertion, hy al¬ 
leging the existence of n natural law in their own 
minds which approved virtue and condemned crime. 

And first he argues from the actual existence 
of virtue in the heathen world. For when the hea¬ 
then, not hoeing o Ian\ perform hy nature the du¬ 
ties of the law. these , not having a fan\ are a hew 
to themselves , showing the work of the law writ¬ 
ten in (heir hearts. In other words, the virtues of 
the heathen, who arc ignorant of the revealed law, 
and who are prompted to them hy the light of na¬ 
ture only, show that they possess a natural sense 
of right and wrong. 

Their conscience also, bearing its concurring 1 tes¬ 
timony, approving the light and condemning tin* 
wrong, is an additional proof that the work of the 
Jaw is written in their hearts; or that the providence 
of God has so arranged their condition and circuni- 
Mtnnccs, that without the aid of revelation they still 
possess the means of acquiring some knowledge of 
his moral law. 

Also, their 'mutual reasonings a reusing or de¬ 
fending. The great questions of morality were 
constant subjects of debate in the schools of the 
philosophers : what some asserted to he right, 
others condemned as wrong ; and their discussions 


47 
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cii. II. brings his conclusion home to the Jew exclusively, 
tr ' “ 4 ‘ and directly charges him with being equally, and 
even more guilty than the untaught and despised 
heathen. 

17. Behold> thou bcarcst the name of a Jew. Thou 
thinkest it an honour, as in truth it is, to be a de¬ 
scendant of Abraham and the other patriarchs to 
whom the promises were made. 

Andreposcst thyself on the law 1 . Thou thinkest 
thy state secure, because thou art a member of that 
community to which a revelation was vouchsafed. 

And thou gloiiest in God 3 , as in a peculiar sense 
the God of your fathers and of your nation. Having 
declared himself in a special and appropriate sense 
the maker, the protector, the benefactor, the law¬ 
giver, and the sovereign of the Jewish nation. 

18. And thou knowest his will , and distinguishest 
things that differ , being histmcted out of the law . 
Thou hast not been left like the heathen to those 
doubtful conclusions to which the light of nature 
leads, but thou hast been taught by a revelation 
from heaven both what to do and what to avoid; 
and that not only as to moral, but likewise to cere¬ 
monial precepts. Thou hast been instructed by 
the law to distinguish between clean and unclean, 
holy and unholy, so as to be able to keep yourselves 

1 On the law.] “ Thou restest on the law altogether, look¬ 
ing no further.” Newcome. 

* Gloriest in God,] i. e. “ you rejoice in him as the object 
of your hope and dependance ; you praise or speak well of him ; 
you account it your honour that he is your God, and that you 
worship him.” Taylor. 
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ceremoniully pure, and separate from ull other na« cii. 11 . 
tions on the earth. 

And art confident that thou art thyself a guide Vcr W. 
of the blindly a light to them who are in darkness , 
an instructor of the simple % a teacher of babes , -'0. 

having the form of true, knowledge in the law . 
Conceiving thyself to have attained a complete 
knowledge of God and duty from the law, which 
thou justly reverest as the standard of moral ex¬ 
cellence and the perfect rule of duty, thou rcgurd- 
est thyself as eminently qualified to instruct the 
poor, ignorant, forlorn Gentile, whom thou hast 
been accustomed to regard as morully blind, in¬ 
volved in total darkness, and to treat with a super¬ 
cilious and scornful air; as in comparison with thy¬ 
self, a driveller and a child. 

In such terms as these it was customary for the 
Jews to express their contempt of the idolatrous 
heathen. It is easy, therefore!, to judge how offen¬ 
sive the apostle’s doctrine must have been, both 
when he charged them, as in the present instance, 
with crimes equal to, or even greater than those 
of the Gentiles whom they so much despised ; and 
when he taught, as upon other occasions, that the 
believing Gentile was admitted to equal privileges 
with the believing Jew ; while the great mass of 

* Guide of the blind.') “ Te cm: a f/uo airmen %enten doz en jk>h- 
nent.”—“ Judcnin hie ancrilmnlUT, ex ijworumjudicio, tiluli rnn^~ 
rti/icentuniinij CerUilrun , vilixHima nomina” Grotius. " Mind, 
in durknes*, foolish, babes, were appellations which the Jews 
Knve to the Gentiles, signifying how much inferior to themselves 
they thought them in knowledge.” Locke. 

E 2 
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Ver * 15, proof that the light of nature supplied them with 
means, however imperfect, of acquiring the know¬ 
ledge of moral distinctions ] . 

It may be observed here that the apostle allows 
that the heathen, who are altogether ignorant of 
divine revelation, may nevertheless, from the light 
of nature and reason, acquire a knowledge of the 
moral law of God and live in the practice of its 
duties, so as to be approved and rewarded by his 
just and good Creator. How different were the 
apostle’s views from the system of many modern 
Christians, who delight in debasing and degrading 
human nature, and representing the creatures of 
God as born into the world in a state of unalloyed 
depravity, and under a sentence of condemnation 
to eternal misery! 

5. The apostle now directly charges the Jews as 
guilty of the very crimes which they imputed to 
the heathen, and with circumstances of superior 
aggravation; and in support of his allegation he 
appeals to the testimony of the Jewish scriptures, 
ver. 17—24. 

17 . Behold 2 , thou hearest the name of a Jew , and 
reposest thyself on the law , and gloriest in 

1 The interpretation here given of this parenthesis, and the 
illustration of the apostle’s argument, are very nhly supported 
by Dr. Taylor in his learned and judicious note upon the text. 

9 Behold .] The reading of many ancient and approved ma¬ 
nuscripts is £i ?£, “ but if.” See Gricsbach and Newcome, who 
both adopt it. 
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(rodand knowist bin will, and distinguishest 
things that differ\ ha ring hem instructed out uj 
the law; and art confident that thou art t hi/self a 
guide of the blind, a light to them tlmt an* in dark¬ 
ness, an instructor oj the simple , a teacher oj'hahvs, 
having the form oj true knowledgein the law . 
Thou then who loneliest another , teaehest thou not 
thyself? Thou who proclaimest that a man should 
not steal , dost thou steal P Thou who Jorhiddest 
to commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery P 
Hum who a hh or rest idols , dost thou commit sacri¬ 
lege? Hum who gloriest in a law , dost thou hy 
the transgression oj that law dishonour (Hod P Tor 
through you the name of God is blasphemed among 
the Gentiles , as it is written . 

The apostle having sufficiently prepared the mind 
of his Jewish readers hy arguing upon general prin¬ 
ciples, equally applicable to Jews and tientiles, now 


('li. ii. 

Vii. ID. 


•JO. 

Jl. 


Oil 



* This passage |novi’s thul the Jews prided themselves iti 
their relation to (rod as in a peculiar sense their (hid, and shows 
how unlikely it was tlmt the apostle should puss over this ini- 
jortant circumstance in his enunieratiou of their privileges, 
tom. ix. 4, f>. This consideration gives weight to tlie eonjrc- 

ture of Slichtingius, Whitby, and Taylor, as to the true rending 
of the fifth verse. See the Note on Horn. ix. f». 

* Itisfhif'uwhcHt thing's that, ili/fcr. J This is the interpretation 
of He/n and of the margin of the public version. Krnsmiis and 
others prefer the common translation, “approves!, the things 
which are excellent.” “ discernest,the things that are excel¬ 
lent.” Newcome. 
things lawful and 

* The form of true /raoic/cr/gc.] (ir. “ the form of knowledge 

and truth“ Moof>w<ri(, a plan, delineation, uskctcl.. outline 

of'any thing. 2 Tim. iii. f>. Hon ttxrmt. p. 100." Doddridge, 
“ a lio art furnished with the whole plan mid system of divine 
knowledge, and of the truth contained in the law.” Taylor. 

VOL. I. li 


capable of distinguishing exactly between 
ridden." Taylor. 
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Ch. ii. brings his conclusion home to the Jew exclusively, 
and directly charges him with being equally, and 
even more guilty than the untaught and despised 
heathen. 

17. Behold, thou, bcarcst the name of a Jew. Thou 
thinkest it an honour, as in truth it is, to be a de¬ 
scendant of Abraham and the other patriarchs to 
whom the promises were made. 

And reposest thyself on the law 1 . Thou thinkest 
thy state secure, because thou art a member of that 
community to which a revelation was vouchsafed. 

And thou glonest in God 2 , as in a peculiar sense 
the God of your fathers and of your nation. Having 
declared himself in a special and appropriate sense 
the maker, the protector, the benefactor, the law¬ 
giver, and the sovereign of the Jewish nation. 

18. And thou knowest his will, and distinguishest 
things that differ, being instructed out of the law. 
Thou hast not been left like the heathen to those 
doubtful conclusions to which the light of nature 
leads, but thou hast been taught by a revelation 
from heaven both what to do and what to avoid; 
and that not only as to moral, but likewise to cere¬ 
monial precepts. Thou hast been instructed by 
the law to distinguish between clean and unclean, 
holy and unholy, so as to be able to keep yourselves 

1 On the law .] " Thou restest on the law altogether, look¬ 

ing no further.” Newcome. 

* Gloriest in God,] i. e. “ you rejoice in him as the object 
of your hope and dependance ; you praise or speak well of him ; 
you account it your honour that he is your God, and that you 
worship him.” Taylor. 
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ceremonially pure, and separate from all other tin- n». n. 
turns on the earth. 

And art. confident that thou art thyself a guide Ver. ,!> - 
of the blind 3 , a light to them who are in darkness, 
an instructor of the simple , a teacher of lathes , 2(). 

having the form oj true knowledge in the law . 
Conceiving thyself to have attuined a complete 
knowledge of Cod and duty from the law, which 
thou justly reverent as the standard of moral ex¬ 
cellence and tht* perfect rule of duty, thou regurd- 
cst thyself us eminently (pmlilicd to instruct the 
poor, ignorant, forlorn Centilc, whom thou hast 
been accustomed to regard as morally blind, in- 
volved in total darkness, and to treat with a super¬ 
cilious and scornful air ; uh in comparison with thy¬ 
self, a driveller and a child. 

In such terms as these it was customary for the 
Jews to express their contempt of tin* idolatrous 
heathen. It is easy, therefore, to judge how offen¬ 
sive the apostle’s doctrine must have been, both 
when he charged them, as in the present instance, 
with crimes equal to, or even greater than those 
of the Gentiles whom they so much despised ; and 
when he taught, as upon other occasions, tlmt the 
believing Gentile was admitted to equal privileges 
with the believing Jew ; while the great muss of 


* Guide of tin: blind.] “ Te vm: a ifiw onives gca/c.v doceri jms- 
Hvnt." — ft Judcnis hie OHcribujifur, ex ipHorum judicio, lifuli tmiff- 
vi/inentixHiinij CentibuH, vUisninio, nominu." (irotius. “ Blind, 
in darkness, foolish, bribes, were appellations which the Jews 
gave to the (ientilcs, signifying how much inferior to themselves 
they thought them in knowledge.” Locke. 

E 2 
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Ch. II. the Jewish nation, on account of their unbelief, 
Vc1, 20, were excluded from covenant with God, and were 
reduced to a state equally deplorable with that of the 
idolatrous Gentile whom he despised and hated. 
This was the source of the chief part of the per¬ 
secution which the apostle suffered from his coun¬ 
trymen in the course of his ministry. 

21. Thou then who teaches t another , teaehest thou 
not thyself ? Thou who imaginest thyself capable 
of teaching the ignorant and forlorn Gentile the 
doctrines and requisitions of the law, canst thou not 
instruct thyself in the great end and design of the 
law ? 

'Thou who proclaim cst that a man should not steal, 

22. dost thou steal? Thou who forbiddest to commit 
adultery , dost thou commit adultery? Are you 
yourselves detected in violating the plainest precepts 
of the law; and while you are teaching your heathen 
neighbours the great duties of honesty and chastity, 
and loudly declaiming against the contrary vices, 
are you convicted by your own consciences of the 
very crimes which you so ostentatiously condemn 
in others P 

Thou who abhor rest idols , dost thou commit sa¬ 
crilege? While you abjure idolatry as dishonour¬ 
ing God and his worship, do you equally dishonour 
him by denying him that worship which his law 
requires, and robbing his altar of its dues under 
the pretence of tradition ? 

23. Thou ivho gloricst in a law , dost thou In/ the 
transgression of that law dishonour God? And 



l'.UlT I. Ski’T. I. 


U () M A N S. 


(’ami: II. 


upon tin 1 whole is it not un undeniable truth, thut cii. 
while you make a boast of superior privilege, and Nn ‘ 
hold the unenlightened Gentile in utter disdain, 
you are at the same time eonseious, that by your 
own multiplied ami aggravated ollcnces you are dis¬ 
gracing a divine Institution, and bringing into con¬ 
tempt both the authority of the Law and the name 
and honour of God who gave it? 

Fur through you the name of God is Idas- 
phetned tunouy' the heathen* us it is written. To 
speak plainly and without any further circumlocu¬ 
tion, I do allege and directly charge it upon you, 
the great muss of the Jewish nation, that by your 
notorious immoralities and crimes you have in¬ 
duced the Gentiles, who have no other means of 
judging of your Institute than from your conduct, 
to think meanly and to speak evil both of your Law 
and of your God, whom they necessarily regard as 
tolerating, if not authorizing, your llagitiouH con¬ 
duct ; and how indeed can they think or speak other¬ 
wise, if your character resembles the description 
which is given of it in your own sacred hooks ? 

The apostle here proposed to introduce a number 
of passages selected from the Jewish scriptures which 
describe the wickedness of the Jewish people; hut 
nil objection occurring suddenly to his mind, he 
drops his argument for the present, and resumes it 
again at the tenth verse of the following chapter, 
the intermediate portion being occupied in discuss¬ 
ing the collateral i|uestion. 

That the apostle docs not overcharge the moral 



r.MlT I. SnCT. I. 


R O M A N S. 


Case II. 


;>4 


rh. ii. 
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character of the Jews in this place, any more than 
he had done that of the heathen in the preceding 
chapter, is evident from the testimony of their own 
contemporary historian, Josephus, who declares that 
the wickedness of his countrymen was so great, that 
if they had not been destroyed by the Romans, he 
verily believes that God would have exterminated 
them by fire from heaven, like Sodom and Gomor- 
rha, as a terrible example to the world. 


6 . The apostle interrupts the course of his ar¬ 
gument in order to prove that as outward profes¬ 
sion would be of no use to the vicious Jew, so the 
want of it would be no disadvantage to the virtuous 
heathen, ver. 25—29. 

05 For indeed circumcision is of use if thou perform 

the lawi hut if thou he a transgressor of the law , 
2 ^ thy circumcision is become uncircumcision* If then 
the uncircumcision keep the righteous precepts of 
the law , shall not his uncircumcision he regarded 
as circumcision ? 

It cannot indeed be denied that a Jew has a great 
advantage over a heathen while he observes the 
precepts of the law; but if lie transgress the law r , his 
privilege is of no value, he reduces himself to the 
state of a heathen. Can it then be denied that if 
a heathen, who is destitute of Jewish privileges and 
professions, should under these disadvantages live 
in the practice of virtue, he will, by parity of rea¬ 
son, be in as safe and happy a state as if he had 
been born and educatedli Jew ? 
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And shall not the natural uncircumcision , if it Ch. n. 
keep the law , condemn thee , who notwithstanding Ver ’ 2 ^’ 
thy legal circumcision 1 art a transgressor of the 
law ? 

Shall not the virtuous, though by the accident of 
birth unprivileged and uncovenanted heathen, by 
the rectitude of his conduct, notwithstanding great 
moral disadvantages, justify thy condemnation, O 
wicked Jew, who, notwithstanding thy birthright 
and peculiar privileges, art become an habitual and 
impenitent transgressor? 

For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly , 28. 

neither is that circumcision which is outward in 
the flesh ; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly , 29. 

and circumcision is that of the heart , in the spirit , 


1 Notwithstanding thine external circumcision, rov hoc 
ypoLiLfMaTos atzi irspiTOfiyf, literally “ thee, who by the letter 
and circumcision,” as the public version renders it; i. ft. who 
being literally circumcised, or circumcised according to the let¬ 
ter of the law. Ahendiadys which Mr. Wakefield renders, “ who 
hast a written rule of circumcision,” and thinks it parallel to 
vu.ei{ hoc rijf yXujaar^, 1 Cor. xiv. 9, which he translates, u ye 
who speak with a different language.” Archbishop Newcome 
translates the words, “ who under the letter of circumcision.” 
Dr. Taylor explains them, <( who in presumptuous depcndance 
upon an outward profession.” It is obvious that the apostle in 
this context uses the abstract for the concrete: circumcision 
and uncircumcision for circumcised and uncircumcised, i.e. Jew 
and Gentile. It is not perhaps easy to ascertain whether the 
apostle means to express the Jew r who lives under the law of 
circumcision, or who has been circumcised according to law. 
The general sense of the passage cannot be mistaken. It Is a 
peculiar construction of the preposition ha, in these two pas¬ 
sages, which Mr. Wakefield, in his note upon 1 Cor. xiv. 9, 
says, ” seems to have escaped all his predecessors, whether 
critics, translators, or interpreters.” 
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Ch. ii. not in the letter 1 , whose praise is not from men hut 

Ver. 29. r 

from Croc. 

That man has very little reason to boast, who 
has no other pretensions to the divine favour than 
the circumstance of his being a descendant of Abra¬ 
ham, and early initiated into the community of 
the chosen people; for this is of no use without a 
virtuous life: but he is the true Israelite, in the 
only valuable sense of the word, who lives in the 
practice of those virtues and of that purity of heart 
and life which it was the main design of the law 
to inculcate, and of its rites to symbolize; and 
such an one, however he may be despised by those 
who value themselves on their outward privileges 
and profession, will be as highly approved by God, 
who searches the heart, as if his pedigree were with¬ 
out a blot, and his conformity to the ritual law were 
unimpeachable and without defect. 

How earnestly and how forcibly does the apostle 
here plead the cause of the virtuous heathen; and 
how decidedly does he declare his superiority to 
the privileged but supercilious and unrighteous Jew! 
So little countenance does the Christian religion 
afford to that narrow-spirited doctrine, that the 
heathen, however virtuous, are excluded from sal¬ 
vation on account of their not believing in the go¬ 
spel, of which they had never heard. 


1 The letter,'] i.e. not externally according to the letter of 
the law, but internally by purity and self-denial, of which cir¬ 
cumcision is the symbol. See ver. 27. 
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7- The apostle shows, that though the Jew 
might forfeit his privileges by his crimes, the ad¬ 
vantages he possessed were nevertheless real, and of 
high importance, ch. iii. 1—9. 

It was natural for the Jew, after he had been 
taught that the virtuous Gentile would be raised to 
a level with the privileged Jew, and that the vicious 
Jew would be degraded to a state worse than that 
of the ignorant heathen, to inquire what was the 
value of Jewish privileges, and what the superiority 
of a holy to an uncovenanted and unholy state. 
The apostle had indeed, ch. ii. 25, introduced his 
remarks upon the precedence which he claims for 
the-virtuous Gentile over the wicked Jew, with ob¬ 
serving cursorily, that the profession of Judaism 
was indeed advantageous to the virtuous Jew ; but 
the complete discussion of this point he had re¬ 
served. He now resumes the subject, and discusses 
it in the dialogue form, introducing a Jew urging 
objections, to which he makes replies 2 . 

[1.] The Jew demands to know in what his 
pre-eminence consists, ver. I. 

I[^hat advantage then hath the Jew? or what is 
the benefit of circumcision ? 

You say that circumcision is an advantage, if we 
keep the law; and yet you tell us, that the virtuous 
heathen is upon a piirwith us. What, then, is the 


2 ^ce Dr. Taylor's admirable Commentary upon this para 
tfrapli. 
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use of the Jewish peculiarity, or the advantage of the 
Jew above the heathen ? 


[2.] To this question the apostle returns a per¬ 
tinent answer, ver. 2. 

Much every way 1 : chiefly , because the oracles 
of God were intrusted to them 2 . 

The advantages possessed by the Jewish nation 
are numerous. I shall reserve the detail to another 
opportunity (see chap, ix.): at present I shall only 
mention the chief; namely, that to this chosen 
people were committed the sacred records of divine 
appearances, the law and the prophets, the rule of 
duty and its awful sanctions, the promises and the 
threatenings, and particularly those great promises 
relating to the Messiah, and the invaluable bless¬ 
ings which through him would be communicated 
to all the nations of the earth. These are surely 


* “There Is always/’ says Dr. Priestley in his excellent note 
upon this text, “ a real advantage in superior knowledge - } be¬ 
cause it puts it into men’s power to become greater and happier 
than they could have been without that knowledge. It is a 
true maxim of Lord Bacon, that knowledge is power ; and if 
this be the case with respect to natural knowledge, ii is much 
more so with respect to religious knowledge. A true knowledge 
of God, of his perfections and moral government, of the condi¬ 
tions on which we live here, of the proper duties of life, and of 
our expectations after death, is such knowledge as tends most 
of all to ennoble men’s minds, to enlarge their views, and 
thereby make them superior beings to those who have never, 
been taught to look any further than the present world, who 
have no know ledge of the true end of their being, and of the 
government under w r hich they live.” 

• “ were confirmed to them by proof.” Wakefield, wdto re¬ 
fers to Gen. xlii. 20. 
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very important privileges, and powerful incentives Ch. m. 
to duty, whether they are improved or not. v,:l ' “ 

[3.] The Jew proposes a second objection, 
ver. 3. 

But what if some have proved unfaithful , shall 3. 
their unfaithfulness annul the faithfulness of God 3 P 

Shall God cast us off as a nation, because some 
of us have transgressed his covenant and been dis¬ 
obedient to bis laws ? Will the guilt of some en¬ 
tail the rejection of all; and release the Almighty 
from the obligation of his own promise ? 

[4.] The apostle again returns a satisfactory re¬ 
ply, ver. 4. 

Far from it*. Yea , let God he acknowledged 4. 

faithful, though every man should be false . As it 

9 “ The term faith,” says Dr. Priestley, u has two significa¬ 
tions, viz. mere belief or assent to truth, and also fidelity, faith¬ 
fulness, or being true to a promise or engagement. This 
apostle, as well as other ancient writers, seems to have been 
too fond of what we now call a play upon words, using the 
same term in different senses; which, though it may some¬ 
times amuse and entertain, yet too often misleads, the reader. 

In the former part of this verse, the word faith is used in the first 
of the above-mentioned senses, viz. for mere belief and in the 
latter part in the second of them, viz. fidelity.” Dr. P. also ob¬ 
serves, that in ver. 5 there is a[similarplay upon the words righte¬ 
ousness and unrighteousness.—Dr. Taylor, however, does not 
nllow this ambiguity in the present case, but assigns correspond¬ 
ing meanings to the original words in both clauses of the sen¬ 
tence, viz. faithfulness and unfaithfulness j i. e. adherence and 
treachery to stipulated engagements. 

1 Far from it.] Mij ysvoiro, Let it not be; in the public 
version, God forbid. Dr. Taylor translates it, Dy no means j 
and so Wakefield. 
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Ch. hi. is written J , That thou mightcst be justified in thy 
Ver ' 4 ‘ declarations , and mightcst prevail when thou art 
called to account . 

q. d. I never said, I never insinuated, that all 
would be condemned for the transgressions of a few. 
No : if God rejects all, it is because all have trans¬ 
gressed; and under these circumstances the punish¬ 
ment of all would be no impeachment of the faith¬ 
fulness of God. But the words of the Psalmist, 
Psalm li. 4, upon another occasion, would be strictly 
applicable in the present case; and the divine per¬ 
fections would be abundantly justified in the se¬ 
verest measures of his government. 

[5.] The Jew proceeds to urge another objec¬ 
tion of so bold a nature, that the apostle thinks it 
necessary to thrust in a caution, that he is not writ¬ 
ing in his own person, but in the character of a 
cavilling Jew, ver. 5—7. 

5. But if our unrighteousness recommend the righIc¬ 

ons ness of God , what shall we say 9 Would not 
God be unrighteous for inflicting punishment 2 9 


1 As it is written'] in Ps. Ii. 4. The apostle quotes from the 
LXX., and applies the passage as a general maxim, that the 
dispensations of God, when brought to the test, will always be 
found to correspond with his declarations; so that if the 
Divine Being is brought to the bar, he will be sure of an ac¬ 
quittal, and will come oft victorious {liter a fair, however rigid, , 
trial. See Doddridge -in loc. Eisner's Oh.serc. v. 2. p. IS, 1 9. 
Bos in loc. Dr. Taylor thinks, that though the apostle quotes 
from the LXX., he argues from the Hebrew ■ which is not pro¬ 
bate- 

• For inflicting punishment .] See Wakefield. 
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Would not God bo unjust, and would it not bo c-h. in. 
a violation of his promise, to punish us for our Vtr,5i 
transgressions, and east us out of his covenant,— 
when our wickedness would afford him an oppor¬ 
tunity of displaying his own faithfulness to greater 
advantage ? 

The apostle, aware of the immoral tendency of 
this objection, interrupts the course of it to warn 
his reader that lie is writing under an assumed 
character, ver. (>. 

/ sneak ax a man. 3 . Jhy no means; for how shaft ,l * 
(ioiljudye the world ? 

Recollect that I am not writing in my own person, 
hut under a fictitious character. I uni urging the 
objection of a cavilling Jew, who argues that his 
nation ought not to be rejected ; because, the worse 
they are, the more would the goodness of God he 
magnified in keeping his promise—than which no¬ 
thing can be more unreasonable and immoral. It. 
would destroy at once all the sanctions of virtue ; for, 
if the more wicked men are, the better is their title 
to divine mercy, there is an end of all moral govern¬ 
ment and righteous retribution. 

Having thus cautioned his reader, the apostle 
pursues the adversary’s objection, ver. 7. 

For ij the faithfulness of God has abounded 7 . 
more to his glory by my unfaithf ulness , why am I 
still condemned as a sinner ? 

9 f npc.uk as tt man.'] “ I speak freely, ns with ft man.” 
Wakefield. “ Here 1 represent the reasoning' of an unbelieving 
Jew.” Taylor, more properly. 
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Why am I not rather approved and rewarded for 
my unbelief, which affords so glorious an oppor¬ 
tunity to the Divine Being, of manifesting his in¬ 
finite and unchangeable faithfulness ? 

[6.] To this impious objection the apostle makes 
an indignant reply, ver. 8. 

And , why dost thou not add *, as ive arc mali¬ 
ciously reported , and as some affirm that ive teach. 
Let us do evil that good may come P whose condem¬ 
nation is just. 

Why do not you speak out ? Why do not you 
act up to the principle which you advance, and 
which our enemies most falsely and injuriously im¬ 
pute to the teachers of the Christian doctrine ? If 
the mercy of God and his faithfulness to his pro¬ 
mises are magnified in proportion to the magnitude 
and multiplicity of your offences, why do not you 
say at once, Let us yield to every temptation, let us 
hesitate at no enormity; for our crimes only afford 
the Divine Being a more favourable opportunity of 
displaying his mercy ? Absurd, abominable doc¬ 
trine ! Justly, indeed, are they who admit and who 
act upon these odious principles, liable to that 
righteous condemnation, to that insupportable 
doom, which they thus insult and defy. 

The apostle here shows the folly of the principle 
upon which his opponent argues, by reducing it to 

1 Why dost thou not add .] t( why dost thou not then saw” 
Wakefield. “ why do you not draw this into a general rule 
and maxim.” Taylor. 
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an absurdity; and by showing the impious andim- ch. in. 
moral consequences to which it necessarily and 
directly leads. 

The apostle complains that his enemies charged 
him with teaching licentious doctrine; probably 
founding their charge upon a misapprehension, not 
uncommon in modern times, of his doctrine of jus¬ 
tification by faith without works: by which lie meant 
nothing more than that by faith in Jesus as the 
Messiah, they were admitted into the Christian com¬ 
munity, without submitting to the Jewish ritual; 
but which his opponents understood, or pretended 
to understand, as preaching up pardon and salva¬ 
tion through faith in Christ, unconnected with the 
practice of virtue. This he justly represents as a 
base calumny upon himself and his associates ; and 
solemnly denounces the judgements of God upon 
those who hold, and who act upon, such nefarious 
principles. 

Thus we see that it is no new thing for those 
who profess or who teach the pure unadulterated 
doctrine of the gospel to be charged with sapping 
the foundations of morality ; nor ought such to be 
discouraged by these calumnies from the firm and 
faithful discharge of their duty. So persecuted 
they the prophets and apostles who were before 
them. Let them put to silence and to shame the 
insinuations of malice and the clamours of calumny, 
by the purity of their doctrine and the sanctity of 
their lives. 
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[7.] The Jew now proceeds to put his final ques¬ 
tion, ver. 9. 

How then 1 ? are we better than they ? 

You allow that our moral advantages are supe¬ 
rior to those of the heathen, and we cannot but ad¬ 
mit that we have not improved them to the utmost; 
but surely you will agree, that in a general view the 
privileged Jews excel the ignorant and idolatrous 
heathen both in knowledge and in virtue, and there¬ 
fore have a better claim to the privileges of the 
? 



[8.] To this question the apostle gives a de¬ 
cided negative, which brings him back to the point 
from which he had digressed, ver. —9. 

—9. Ao, not at all: For we have before proved , that 
Jews and Gentiles are all in a state of sin. 

I can by no means allow that your moral state is 
in any respect superior to that of the idolatrous 
heathen, so as to give you any claim to further pri¬ 
vileges. For though your advantages have been 
many and great, I have already plainly shown, that 
you have altogether forfeited your privileges by your 

1 How then ?] Ti ovv in a dialogue, and when n has no 
following substantive to agree with it, is a form of introducing 
another question or objection by the inquirer. See Dr. Taylor’s 
learned note on ver. 3. He further observes, in his note on 
ver. 9, “That the apostle in his arguments considers Jews and 
Gentiles as a body in their collective capacity, and that he is argu¬ 
ing for a justification agreeable to such a capacity : q. d. Well ■ 
but have not we Jews a better claim than the Gentiles to the 
blessings and privileges of the kingdom of God ? ” 
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crimes ; and I am now about to prove, by an in¬ 
duction of particulars, that your own scriptures 
confirm the just but melancholy representation. 

This brings the apostle back to the point from 
which he had digressed at the 24th verse of the 
preceding chapter ; and, taking up his words again, 
he pursues the course of his argument, by alleging 
the testimony of their own scriptures. 

8. The apostle, returning from his digression, 
confirms his description of the Jewish nation by the 
testimony of the Jewish scriptures, ver. 10—20. 

As it is written , “ There is none righteous; 
no , not one” 

At the 24th verse of the preceding chapter, the 
apostle had directly charged the Jews with having 
excited the indignation of the heathen by their 
scandalous immoralities. lie adds, “ as it is 
writtenmeaning to confirm his charge by testi¬ 
monies from the Old Testament. But, an objec¬ 
tion occurring to his mind, he drops bis main ar« 
guinent, till after he has discussed it \ and this dis¬ 
cussion being finished, he now resumes his argu¬ 
ment, by taking up the words which be had used 
when the interruption took place. Similar paren¬ 
theses are not unfrequent in the apostle’s writings, 
and add greatly to the obscurity of his style 2 . 

This collection of texts is taken from different 


• A very remarkable parenthesis occurs in the Epistle to the 
Ephesians, of the whole third chapter. 
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Ch. in. passages 1 in the scriptures of the Old Testament; 
perhaps with a design to show, that the Jews in 
every age had been a disobedient people. 

The intention of the apostle is to prove, that the 
Jews as a nation had by their wickedness forfeited 
their claim to the privileges of a peculiar people; 
and therefore, that they possessed no better title to 
the blessings of the gospel than the idolatrous 
heathen. 

The argument is properly national, not personal. 
Among profligate Jews and idolatrous heathen 
there might be some illustrious exceptions; some 
eminent examples of virtue, amidst great and pre¬ 
vailing degeneracy. But considered as a body, both 
Jews and heathen were a disobedient and wicked 
race : so far from meriting by their conduct an ex¬ 
tension of their privileges, they were justly ob¬ 
noxious to condemnation by the law of the respec¬ 
tive dispensations under which they lived. 

—10. “ There is none righteous; no> not one .” 

There is not an individual who can plead that he 
has himself so fully complied with all the requisi¬ 
tions of the law, as to be in a strict and legal sense 

1 Taken from different passages viz. vcr. 10 —12 from 
Psalm xiv. 1—3 j vcr. 13 from Psalm v. 9, cxl.3 ; vcr. 14 from 
Psalm x. 7 j vcr. 15 —17 from Isa. lix. 7, 8; ami vcr. 18 from 
Psalm xxxvi. 1.—In some copies of the LXX. all the verses are 
found together in the fourteenth Psalm, which has very much 
the appearance of interpolation. r lhe apostle, probably with¬ 
out any particular reason, set down these passages as they 
came into his mind ; and repeats them as descriptive of the 
Jewish nation collectively, and by no means as applicable to 
any individual. 
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perfectly innocent and free from every offence in ch. hi. 
heart and life. 


“ There is no one who understandeth; (here is Ver. 11. 


none ivho diligently scekcth after God." 

None have formed just conceptions of the Divine 
character and government; none have taken the 
pains they ought to have done to acquire that right 
knowledge upon these interesting subjects which is 
contained in the Law and the prophets. 

“ ^lll arc turned aside: they arc altogether be- 12. 
come unprofitable: there is none who pracliscth 
goodness; no> not even one" 

Ail are transgressors of the divine law. Instead 
of loving and doing good to others, they have neg¬ 
lected and abandoned their neighbour when he 
wanted their aid. In short, there is not one, not 


a single individual, who has fully performed his 
duty 2 . 

“ Tin ir throat is an open sepulchre; with their 
tongues they have deceived: the venom of asps is 
under their lips" 

They deal so largely in fraud, falsehood, and 


Q It is difficult to say to whom the original description was 
intended by the Psalmist to be applied : surely, not to every 
individual Israelite in his day, nor even to the majority of his 
countrymen : perhaps he refers to his enemies only, who op¬ 
posed his accession to the crown. He might possibly have too 
had an opinion of his countrymen j as it is plain that Elijah 
had, who, when complaining of the universal degeneracy of 
his countrymen, was rebuked by the oracle, and told that Israel 
contained seven thousand pious worshipers of the true God who 
had oot bowed their knee to Baal, 1 Kings xix. 18 j and David 
himscll acknowledges, in Psalm cxvi. 11, that it wus “ in 
basic ” (hat he said ,f All men are liars.” 

v 2 
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Ch. III. 
Ver. 13. 


14. 

15. 


16. 

17- 


18. 


iy. 


calumny, that their very breath is tainted, like the 
effluvia of an open grave, or the venom of a viper. 
It is dangerous to approach them. 

“ Their mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 
their feet are swift to shed blood." 

They give vent to their malignant passions by 
the bitterest execrations ; and where they have op¬ 
portunity, they do not hesitate to gratify their re¬ 
venge in the blood of those who have offended 
them. 

“ Ruin and misery are in their ivays: and the 
way of peace they have not known." 

AH their thoughts and purposes against those 
who are the objects of their resentment, are re¬ 
venge and mischief: and as to measures of peace 
and reconciliation, they never occur to their 
thoughts. 

“ The fear of God is not before their eyes" 

This is the more surprising, considering how lia¬ 
ble they are themselves to the righteous judgement 
of God, for their own multiplied transgressions. 
But this they do not regard; and, laying aside all 
apprehension of a future judgement, they are de¬ 
termined to gratify their malignant and revengeful 
passions, whatever may be the consequence. 

Now ivc know , that ivhatsocver the law saith ', 


1 None of these passages are to be found in the writings of 
Moses: by the Law, therefore, the apostle must mean the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament. See Doddridge. Dr. Priest¬ 
ley, in his judicious note upon this text, observes “ that nei¬ 
ther with respect to Jews nor Gentiles could the great mass or 



Part 1. Skit. I. It OMAN S. Cask II. M 

it speaketh to those who ai'c wider the law: so that n». m. 
every month is stopped s , and the whole world stands Vl 1 ‘ 1J 
eon rieted before God. 

You will observe that all these passages which I 
have recited, have been taken from the sacred books 
of the Jews ; they must therefore he considered as 
descriptive of the character of Jews: the heathen 
have no concern in them. But if such be the cha¬ 
racter of the Jews as a nation, as it is described by 
their own writers, there can be no doubt, that in 
the sight of (Jod they are equally guilty with the 
heathen ; and if arraigned at the divine tribunal, 
both Jew and Gentile must stand alike speechless, 
and are equally obnoxious to the righteous judge¬ 
ment of their Maker. 

It is observable here, that the word Law is put 
for the Jewish scriptures in general, none of these 
passages being quoted from the Pentateuch, but all 
of them from the Psalms or the prophets. 

How far the apostle’s argument is strictly logi¬ 
cal, may bo doubted. The scope of it seems to be 
this : Your own writers give such a description of 


bulk of the people lmve consisted of such profligate characters 
as the apostle describes ; for then society could not have sub¬ 
sisted. But what is of chief importance, though not mentioned 
by 1 he apostle, is, that some of the worst vices which he here 
enumerates were connived at in the worship of the heathen 
gods, whereas all impurity as well as cruelty was forbidden in 
the laws of Moses; so that when the Jews were guilty of those 
\ iees, they were much more criminal than the Gentiles, whose 
very religion favoured them.” 

? So that every mouth is stopped.’] 44 So ivet and the rest fol¬ 
lowing should be rendered. 1 Cor. v’\i.29> 2 Cor. i. I 7 ; Gal. v. 
17; Eph. ii. 9.” Taylor. 
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Ch. in. the wickedness of your nation in their time, as 
Ver ‘ must necessarily lead to the conclusion, that men 
of such a character had justly forfeited all the pri¬ 
vileges of the Mosaic covenant. But you will not 
pretend that the Jews of the present day are better 
than their ancestors in the time of David and the 
prophets. Consequently, they also have forfeited 
all their peculiar privileges, and stand at present 
upon no better ground than the idolatrous and des¬ 
pised heathen. 

It may, however, reasonably be doubted, not 
only whether the cited passages were applicable to 
every individual, but whether they were intended 
by the respective writers to apply to the Jews as a 
nation, in the age in which they lived. The fact, 
however, is certain, that the character of the Jewish 
nation at the time when the apostle wrote, was in 
the highest degree profligate. 

9. The apostle draws his grand conclusion, 
ver. 20. 

20. Therefore , by the ivorks of a law shall no flesh 

be justified in his presence; for by a law is convic¬ 
tion of s in \ 


1 Conviction of siw.] So Wakefield, £7 rtyvuuris, perfectior et 
exaclior scientia. Acts xxiv. 8. “ Erfr/ivwo-xsiv, de judice ad- 

hibetur, qui ex rco, queestione habit a, veritatem accusationis cog-, 
noscit." Schleusner. The law so clearly defines the nature of 
sin, that no one can doubt of the guilt of the offender, and of 
his liableness to punishment. “ Law is so far from giving them 
a title to blessings, that it only discovers their sin, as deserving 
of God’s wrath.” Taylor. 
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Neither Jew nor Gentile can plead aright to the cti. hi. 

1 ° Vcr ^0 

privileges of the gospel upon the ground of law; 

for the Gentiles having been proved to be trans¬ 
gressors of the law of nature, and the Jews of the 
law of Moses, law now serves no other purpose 
than the conviction of both parties, and leaves the 
whole human race under a sentence of condemna¬ 
tion, with no other refuge or dcpendance than the 
divine mercy. 

This is the important conclusion, to which it 
was the apostle’s design to lead his raiders. lie 
humbles the haughty and supercilious Jew to a 
level with, if not an inferiority to, the despised 
Gentile ; that so, being equally indebted to the Di¬ 
vine mercy for the blessings of the gospel, he may 
possess no claim to superiority under the new dis¬ 
pensation. 


Case III. 

t/etes and Gentiles united. 

The apostle shows that faith alone, without the 
works of law, is the common and the only ground 
of admission to the privileges of the gospel, both to 
Jew and Gentile; which necessarily excludes all 
pleas of merit, and all claims to superiority, in 
those who are thus received. Ch. iii. 21—31. 


1. God of his own free mercy has communicated 
the blessings of the gospel, through Jesus Christ, to 
Jew and Gentile without distinction, vcr. 21—26. 
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Ch. irl. But now , the justification of God\ independently 

Vtr 22 ! of law 1 , f even that justification of God by faith in 
Jesus Christ which was attested by the law and the 
prophets,) is manifested to all 2 who believe . For 

23. there is no distinction: inasmuch as all have sinned , 

24. and come short of the glory of God. Being justi¬ 
fied freely by his grace , through the redemption 

25. which is by Christ Jesus: wham God has set 
forth as a mercy scat 3 in his oivn blood 4 , for the 


1 Independently of law.] See Wakefield. 

9 To all.'] The received text adds, “ and upon allbut these 
words are omitted in the Alexandrine and other ancient copies, 
are disapproved by Griesbach, and obscure the sense. 

8 A mercy sc«£.] IXarypiov. This word uniformly signifies the 
mercy seat wherever it occurs, both in the Old Testament and 
the New, and is every where rendered bv that word in the public 
Version j and so it ought to have been translated here. See 
Exod. xxv. 22 j Numb. vii. 8, 9 ; Lev. xvii. 2 $ Heb. ix. 5. The 
mercy seat was the golden lid of the ark of the covenant, upon 
which the Shechinah or cloud of glory rested, and from which 
oracles were dispensed. Christ is compared to the mercy seat, 
as “ it is upon him,” says Dr. Taylor, f ‘ the grace of God takes 
its stand, erects its throne, and is declared and is dispensed 
to us.” 


* In his own blood.] That is, the blood of Christ himself. 
“ The atonement under the law was made by blood sprinkled 
on the mercy seat. Christ, says St. Paul, is now shown by God 
to be the real propitiatory, in his own blood. See Heb. ix. 
25,26.” Locke. Lev. xvi. 13, 14, Aaron is required, on the 
day of atonement, to sprinkle the blood of the sacrificed bul¬ 
lock and goat upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat. 
Christ, being represented both as priest and victim, is here de¬ 
scribed as sprinkling and consecrating the mercy seat with his 
own blood. The received text reads, “ by faith in his blood 
but the words 81 a rr^ 7 nsswp, by faith, are wanting in the 
Alexandrine manuscript, and are probably spurious. Dr. Tay¬ 
lor, though he retains the words, observes, that “ faith in 
Christ’s blood is a mode of expression which occurs no where in 
Scripture but in this place;” probably, therefore, it did not 
originally occur here. 
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declaration of his method e\{ justification^ with re- cu. lit. 
aped to the remission of sins already committed, °' 
through the forbearance of (rod: for the deelara - i?•>. 

tion, I suv, of his method of 'justification at this pre¬ 
sent time, that he might be just*' and th< jnstijicr of 
him who helieveth in Jesus 

For the perfect understanding of this difficult, 
passage it is necessary to remember that sin, in a 
technical sense in the apostle’s writings, signifies a 
state of exclusion from the covenant of God, and 
from its privileges and promises; and sinners are 
those who exist in an unoovenunted state. Such 
was the state of the Gentile world by nature, and 
of the Jews by ti •nnsgression. 

In contradistinction to this, righteousness in a 
technical sense signifies a covenant or holy state, 
and justification expresses the means by which sin¬ 
ners are brought into this state; and they arc 
righteous or holy who have been introduced into a 
covenant state, and who are made partakers of its 
privileges, promises, and blessings. Such were the 
Jews under the Mosaic dispensation, and believers 
under the gospel. 

' Might hr just .•] i. v. “ to nil his creatures ; miniitting them 
inio the outward privileges of the Christian ehureh upon this 
sole condition, that they believe in Jesus Christ.” Neweome. 

Just and the jtestifier: q.d. the just justifier, the equitable, the 
impartial dispenser of mercy to ail who believe, of whatever 
nation or description. 

n 11'ho hr/irrrth.] l?r. “ who is of the faith of Jesus.” See 
Cal. iii. 7,1). Ol bx mrewf, they who are of faith, i. r. they who 
expert justification by faith. See also Horn. iii. .‘10. VepiTojir/v 
»k iriftcuf, the circumcision who believe. Vide Mr. Wakefield'* 

iiolc. 
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Ch. in. There are two ways by which men may be sup¬ 
posed to obtain admission into the gospel covenant. 
The first is by a claim of right on the ground of 
merit, because they had fully improved their ante¬ 
cedent blessings, the Gentile his law of nature, and 
the Jew the dispensation of Moses. These claims 
the apostle has completely refuted: the only re¬ 
maining mode of admission, therefore, is by free 
grace or favour, through faith in Jesus as the 
Christ, offered by the unmerited mercy of God 
equally to Jew and Gentile, without any regard to 
the requisitions of antecedent law. This doctrine 
the apostle proceeds to illustrate. 

21. But now, the justification of God, independently 

22. of law, (even that justification of God by faith in 
Jesus Christ which was attested by the law and 
the prophets,) is manifested to all who believe . 

The claim of right is cancelled: Jew and Gen- 
file are equally sinners ; they are equally cast out 
of covenant privileges, and equally liable to condem¬ 
nation. But God has not left his frail and fallen 
creatures without help and without hope. He is 
even now, at this very time, inviting them to enter 
into a covenant state. He is publishing that new 
and gracious dispensation to which the law of 
Moses points, and which the prophets of former 
ages have foretold. He has chosen and constituted 
Jesus of Nazareth to be the promised Messiah; 
and all who believe in and obey him as such, are 
received into the new covenant, and admitted to 
the privileges of sons of God, without any regard 
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whatever to any previous institute or dispensation 
under which they may have lived. 

For there is no distine/ion: inasvnneh as all 
hove sinned, and come short of the glory of (iod. 

I say all, without exception; for there is no dif¬ 
ference between the privileged dew and the unpri¬ 
vileged (ientile, both parties having equally trans¬ 
gressed their respective institutes, having equally 
failed in their duty to (Jod, having equally forfeited 
their antecedent privileges, and being equally ob¬ 
noxious to the sentence of the violated law. 

/lei ng justified freely Inf his grace, through the 
redemption whieh is In/ Christ Jesus h 

All who believe in Christ are raised from a state 
of condemnation to a state of life, liberty, and pri¬ 
vilege: but not by any antecedent merits of their 
own. Far from it. They are introduced into this 


('h. 

VlM*. 


’ Unit mpl 'uni which is tuj i 'heist “ That redeeming,’* 

Miys Mr. Locke in his excellent nolo upon this passage, “ in 
I ho sacred Scripture language, signifies, not precisely paying 
an equivalent, is so clour, tlmt nothing can tic more. I shall 
rotor my reader to throe or lour places amongst a groat num¬ 
ber, Kxoil. vi. li; Dent. vii. 8, xv. la, xxiv. IS. Hut if any 
one will, horn the litoral signification of the word in lCnglish, 
persist in it against St. Paul's declarations, tlmt it necessarily 
implies an equivalent price paid, 1 desire him to eonsider to 
whom ; ami that if we will strictly adhere to the metaphor, it 
must, he to those whom the redeemed are in bondage to, and 
from whom we are redeemed, viz. sin and Satan. If he will 
not believe his own system for this, let him believe St. Paul's 
words, Tit. ii. I I, ‘ who gave himself for us, tlmt he might re¬ 
deem us from all iniquity.' Nor could the price he paid to 
(hid in strictness of justice, (for that is made the argument 
here,) unless the same person ought, by that strict justice, to 
have both the thing redeemed and the price paid for its redemp¬ 
tion. For it is to (iod that we are mlciyucd. Sei* llcv. v. 
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!Ch. in. new and happy state by the free, unpurchased, un- 

y ci* 24 c 

merited mercy of God, who for this purpose has 
appointed Jesus of Nazareth to be the great deli¬ 
verer of Jew and Gentile, of bondage and misery, 
by publishing to the world the joyful tidings of 
pardon and peace. 

Redemption is deliverance from bondage. In 
its primary sense, by purchase; but frequently, by 
any other means. The Gentiles were in servitude 
to idolatry and vice, and the Jews to the law and 
to pharisaic tradition. From this servitude they 
are redeemed by Christ. How P Not surely by 
paying an equivalent; but by the declarations of 
mercy in the gospel, as the apostle himself explains 
it in the verse immediately following. 

25. JUiom God hath set forth as a mercy seat in 
his own blood, for the declaration of his method of 
justification , with respect to 1 the remission of sins 
\dready committed , through the forbearance of 
God. 

Jesus Christ is the messenger of God, to publish 
liis dispensation of mercy to mankind; and to fulfill 
his commission, he offered up his life. He is the 
mercy seat, on which the cloud of glory rests; 
sprinkled and consecrated by his own blood, as that 
of old was by the blood of the appointed victim. 


1 With respect fo.] " Aia rr t v ncLcevw, in relation to the pas¬ 
sing over, <S:c. Aia, with an accusative, frequently signifies with 
respect or in relation to. ^ee chap. viii. 10, note.” Taylor. 
£ee also Newcomeand Raphelius in loc. John xi. 15, 42, xii. 9, 
30; Horn. ii. 24, iv. 23, vi. 10, viii. 11. 
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On this snored basis divine mercy takes its stand, ru. nr. 
and proclaims the commencement of a new and Vot * 
glorious rera. It announces n dispensation of 
grace, in which all, whether Jew or Gentile, shall 
be received into favour, notwithstanding all past 
transgressions; and which particularly illust rates the 
reason of the divine forbearance, in not executing 
judgement upon past transgressions, since a dispen¬ 
sation of mercy was in the divine contemplation 
which should eiVuee them all, and restore to favour, 
pence, and hope, all who would submit to its rea¬ 
sonable terms. 


For the declaration of his method of justification 
at this present time , that he might be just and the 
justifier of him who beHevcth in Jesus. 

Divine mercy having thus appointed Jesus to be 

the medium of the new dispensation, has thought 

tit to make it known to the world in the present 

1 . * 

age, the age in which it is our happiness to live, 
and which infinite wisdom 1ms selected ns the tit- 
test and the best for the introduction of this new 
and benevolent scheme. And as faith in Jesus is 
the easy, the reasonable, mul the sole condition of 
admission to the privileges of the new covenant, 
these blessings are equally open to all, whether 
Jew or Gentile. And thus hath God approved 
himself the kind parent and the equitable and im¬ 
partial ruler of all his reasonable creatures. He 
is just to all, while he thus justifies all who be¬ 
lieve without any exception. 

This appears to me to be the true interpretation 


ar>. 
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Ch. iii. of this difficult and much mistaken passage; and 
Vei. -G. understood, it affords no foundation for the 


commonly received doctrine of the Atonement, 
upon which many lay so improper a stress, and of 
which this passage is considered as one of the chief 
supports. But, in order to extract any appearance 
of argument in favour of this unscriptural doctrine, 
it is necessary—First, To interpret the word re¬ 
demption, which often expresses deliverance with¬ 
out purchase, as necessarily including a ransom 
paid. Secondly, To annex the sense of propitia¬ 
tion to a word, which in the scriptures both of the 
Old and New Testament uniformly signifies a pro¬ 
pitiatory or mercy seat. Thirdly, To receive as 
the genuine text a reading which is wanting in 
some of the best copies, and which is unwarranted 
by any similar phraseology in the New Testament, 
viz. faith in the blood of Christ. And finally, To 
interpret the expression, that “ God maybe just,” 
as alluding to a satisfaction made to justice by the 
atonement of Christ, when there is no proof that 
such satisfaction was ever required, or such atone¬ 
ment ever made; and when the words admit of a 


sense more obvious, and much better suited to the 


connexion and to the train of the apostle’s argu¬ 


ment. 


In this way, by false readings and erroneoils in¬ 
terpretations, the grossest corruptions of the Chris¬ 
tian doctrine are often obtruded upon the world, 
as the genuine doctrines of the New Testament and 
the dictates of inspiration. 



(’auk 111. 


I'ori 1. Skit. I. 


It OMAN S. 


*2. This method of justification excludes boast¬ 
ing ; it vindicates the. impartiality of (iod, and 
lays the best foundation for the practice of virtue, 
ver. ' 17 —-11 • 

// fit're then is hoastwy; P It is t\rrltided . Jit/ 
what fair P by the. law of works P An: hut In/ /hr 
law of faith. For we it re come 1 to the conclusion 
that a matt isjustified hy faith mile pat dent!// tfan// 
works of fate. 

AY hat now becomes of the boasting of the privi¬ 
leged .lew . p of his fancied superiority to the unco- 
vi minted (ientile ? Jt is all at an end. lie must 
be content to rank upon a level with his heathen 
neighbour. And by wlmt authority is he reduced 
to this state of equality? does the law of Moses 
place him there ? No, truly. Ilad this law been 
kept, be would have bad a just claim to pre-emi¬ 
nence ; but. this privilege be lms forfeited by trans¬ 
gression, and faith is now the appointed and only 
mode of access to the blessings of the new cove¬ 
nant. And this way is open equally to Jew and 
(ientile. Foil, after a fair appeal to experience 
and to scripture, we have been compelled to this 
conclusion, that the possession of the privileges of 
tlu* gospel is to be obtained by faith, and not by any 
antecedent merit in obeying either the natural or 
the ceremonial law. 

Is (iod the (.iod of the Jews only ? Is lie not 


7 a 

cit. in. 


V»t. '..*7. 


!M. 


*JD. 


1 l'i*r iiv'nri'f’OHir.] “yap.” (iiivslmrli. The received Uwt 
mills “ thmloiT," ovv. 
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Ch. III. also the God of the Gentiles P Surely of the Gen - 
Ver. 30. tiles also: For it is the same God who justificth 
the circumcised V)ho have faith J , and the uncir¬ 
cumcised through the same faith. 

All this is perfectly agreeable to the impartial 
goodness of God. The Jew glories, and justly glo¬ 
ries, in God as his God: it is a thought which in¬ 
spires his heart with joy and triumph. But is the 
favour of God confined to the Hebrew nation only? 
Is he not the Maker, the Preserver, the Benefac¬ 
tor, the Friend and Father of all his reasonable 
creatures ? of the heathen as well as the Jew ? 
Surely God is the great universal Parent, and is 
equally kind to all his rational offspring. AVell 
then does it become his impartial and unbounded 
goodness to extend the blessings of the gospel to 
the heathen upon the same easy terms upon which 
they are granted to the Jew. All are justified by 
faith. 

Nothing can be more reasonable than the doc¬ 
trine thus laid down by the apostle; and yet no¬ 
thing could be more offensive to the conceited, 
narrow-spirited Jew, who was desirous of engross- 


1 The circumcised u-lio hare faith.'] TrspiropriV tv. nrzx;, the 
circumcision; i. c. the Jews who believe, and who expect jus¬ 
tification by faith. There is no reason to suppose, as most ex¬ 
positors do, any antithesis or correlation between ex t rifex's 
and Sia, rijj 7Ttrf So Gal. iii. 7, 9, oi ex “ they who 

believe, who are of the party of faith, are justified with believing 
Abraham.” In opposition to o< e^epywv voasy, they who are of 
the party of the law, who expect justification by works of law. 
Gal. iii. 2, 5,10. 
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ing favour of (toil to Imusclf, iuv.il who coohl 


not endure the thought of being depressed to a level 
with the heathen, whom he despised and abhorred. 
The apostle Paul himself was once as illiberal as the 
most rigid Pharisee; and the catholic, generous 
spirit which he now discovers was not the result of 
bis own mature reflection, but the net of divine 
mercy, which transformed him at once from a savage 
persecutor to a humble, penitent believer, and which 
selected and tpialiticd him to preach the gospel to 
the (ientile world. And this extraordinary change 
produced in the views and temper of the apostle, is 
a very strong presumption in favour of the divine 
authority under which he acted and taught. 

1 ie concludes this argument by entering a caution 
against the abuse of the doctrine which he bad laid 
down of justification by faith without works. 

Do ire then destroy fate through faith? Far 
from it: yea , ire establish (air. 

(Am it be supposed that when i state that the 
only way of admission into the new covenant, and 
to the privileges of the gospel, is through faith in 
Jesus as the Messiah, without any respect to ante¬ 
cedent merit in obeying tin* natural or the cere¬ 
monial law, that I thereby menu to release believers 
in Christ from all regard to the law of (iod, and to 
confound the distinction between right and wrong ? 
Nothing could he further from my thoughts than 
such a doctrine us this; and 1 shall soon lake an 
opportunity to show not only that a beliel in the 
gospel is perfectly reconeilcuble with obedience, but 

vim., i. u 


Cli. in. 

Vm. ,‘m 
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Ch. in. that the motives of the gospel are of the highest 
\ei.3l. e f^ caC y to p Ur ify the hearts and lives of the con¬ 
verted Gentiles; and that with regard to the Jew, 
they are beyond comparison more operative than 
the precepts and the sanctions of the law. 

The apostle resumes this important subject in the 
sixth and seventh chapters; and in the mean time 
lie proceeds to allege some additional arguments to 
establish his favourite principle, that under the dis¬ 
pensation of the gospel all men are equally regarded 
as the children of God; and that the descendant of 
Abraham has no privilege above the rest of man¬ 
kind. 


SECTION II. 

Ch. IV The apostle argues , that the privileges of the gospel 
arc the free unmerited gift of God to all mankind 
without distinction, from the ease of Abraham , 
the pattern of believers; to whom promises were 
made for the faith which he exercised antece¬ 
dently to the rite of circumcision l , Ch. iv. 

1. The apostle proposes the question, and sug¬ 
gests the test by which it might be determined in 
what way Abraham was justified, ver. 1, 2. 

1 The argument from the example of Abraham, pursued 
throughout this chapter, is so exactly similar to that which is 
proposed in the Epistle to the Galatians, chap, iii., that it is 
hardly possible that they should not have been dictated by the 
same person. And it is surprising, that Mr. Evanson, who 
acknowledges the genuineness of the Epistle to the Galatians, 
did not see how irresistibly this internal evidence supports the 
authenticity of the Epistle to the Romans. 
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// hat then shall we say* P that Ahraham our Ch. IV. 

•' y n „ t 

father obtained justillcation through the flesh®? 

Now, if Ahraham r tuts justified hy wor/(s t he hath J. 
Honii'wlmt in which he may glory 

As though the apostle hud mud, 1 Imvu estn- 
blitduMl at large, both from history anil scripture, 
that the blessings of the gospel are the free gift of 
(iod both to Jew and (ientile, anil not the reward 
of antecedent merit. And, to reconcile ns the more 
to this humiliating doctrine, I am now about to 


• ll'lutt thru m/hiU mv s<aj V | Others translate the sentence 
thus, What aihuintn^r then shall wo say, tlmt Ahraham our la¬ 
ther Ion ml as to the llrsh? See Newcome. The meaning is 
much the Name ; hut the version in the text, is more in the 
apostle's lively manner. See chap. iii, ft, II; chap, vi. I, ID.— 
'I he apostle slates the objection of the Jew, that Ahraham was 
justified by circumcision, non a wapKX, according to the flesh, 
and therefore hy works. I till, lie was our Millar, that is, our 
pattern ; therefore the Jews are justified or brought into a cove¬ 
nant slate hy circumcision. No, says the apostle Ahralmm 
was not justified by circumcision, hut hy the failh which he had 
before he was circumcised ■, and circumcision was only the sign 
or seal of his antecedent justification. 

5 Tliniiifth tln /lcxh.\ i.xra irapnac. Mr. Taylor has very ably 
proved, in his note upon this passage, Hint this phrase has re¬ 
spect lo circumcision, and the obligations it Imd on the Jew. 
See (oil. vi. 12 ; iCor.x.lHj 2 ('or. xi. IH ; J'hil. iii.d. That 
learned and judicious expositor very properly states, that after 
the apostle hus introduced his argument, ver. 1,2, he shows tlmt. 
■according to the reriptare account Abmhntn was justified hy 
faith, ver. .'I, I, fi ; explains the nature of that justification by 
a quotation out of Hie Psalms, ver. fi - !); proves tlmt Abrulmm 
was justified Jong before be was circumcised, ver, !>, 10, II ; 
that the believing (icntiles lire his seed, to whom the promise 
belongs, as well as the believing Jews, ver. 1 *J—17 j describes 
Abraham's faith, in order lo explain the faith of the gospel,, 
ver. 17 to the end. 

* Hr mint tf/un/.l See eh. iii. *27. " he may ascribe his jus- 
Ufa ation lo something in himself. 11 Taylor. 

i. 2 
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Ch. iv. remind you that Abraham himself, our honoured 

Yer. 2 J 

ancestor, our revered pattern, became entitled to 
the privileges of the covenant in the same wav. Are 
you startled at this supposition ? What! do any 
of you imagine that our venerable ancestor obtained 
his privileges by a claim of right, on the footing of 
prior complete obedience to positive law ? If this 
be your judgement, we will soon bring the case to a 
decisive test; for if he is authorized to put in a 
claim of right, he has good reason to think well 
of himself on this account. 

That this is the true sense of the apostle can be 
doubted by none who are at all acquainted with his 
abrupt and elliptical style. He does not speak of 
Abraham as our father according to the flesh, but 
as havingybtf//tf according to the flesh. But that 
which he found was justification, the blessings of 
the promise, and the covenant. And to find it ac¬ 
cording to the flesh is to find it by works of law, 
and particularly by the rite of circumcision; for 
this is the sense in which the word flesh occurs re¬ 
peatedly, both in this epistle and in that to the 
Galatians ; and the latter clause fully explains the 
meaning of the former, the expression “ being jus¬ 
tified bv works ” being used by the apostle as equi¬ 
valent to that of “ having found according to the 
flesh.” 


2. The apostle shows, from the scripture history, 
that Abraham’s justification was the consequence of 
faith, not the reward of works, ver. 2 —5. 
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—But he had H not m the presence of God K 

TTiU e mi ne n t patriarch neither possessed, nor 
iw*A» any pretension, in the presence of God, to a 
Aim of right, on the ground of past obedience, to 
a farther extension of privilege. 

For what saith the scripture 9 Abraham believed 
Godand it was placed to Ids account 2 for justifi¬ 
cation. Gen. xv. 6. 

The history plainly tells us, that the patriarch nrz$ 
received into favour, not for any work that he had 
antecedently performed, but because he believed in 
the divine promise that he should have a numerous 
posterity by his wife Sarah. 

Now to him who perfarmeth a task , the recom¬ 
pense is placed to account not as a favour, but as 
a debt 3 . But to him who doth not perform a task , 
but who bdieveth on him who justifieth the un - 
godly 4 , his faith is plated to account for justifi¬ 
cation . 


CVIV. 
Vcr. 2 


4. 


■ 7 . 


4 la the prestmct of Go rfj “ The apostle cmwim Alwahaai 
» strafing in the court, before God s tribunal, when the promise 
was given hm.” Tiryior. 

* Placedto kxsmcctmmlj] tXaryusOj: the expression refers to 
a book of JLOWiitt in wftadb a sum is placed on the crafts side. 
" Prof ric trUmiiar arithmetics* qari m/to rammo* m wmrsm enl- 
Bfmmt el s admcwatr Sddensner. In oar trandation it is ren- 
dexvd caamtesL, ver.3, j ; reckoned, tw. 4,9 X 10 - npv/o/, m. 6, 
9.11,22,23,24. The sense in all these passages is the same. 
See Tartar. The torn impaled has been so nod) nuBander- 
stood, that I hove |ae Ji mc d to me the word reckon or place to 


Tm hms who, &r.] “ Now the pay atT the workman is not 


says ArrMbtriwp Xew- 
a general character of God, 


9 
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Ch. iv. The man who performs a service for hire has a 
Vei ‘ 5 ' right to his wages, and is under no special obliga¬ 
tion to the man who pays him his just due. But 
this was not the case with Abraham : he had done 
no work, he could claim no remuneration. He was 
a poor ungodly heathen, when God summoned him 
out of his country and promised him a posterity as 
numerous as the sand upon the shore. All his 
merit consisted in believing that God would fulfill 
his promise ; and with this faith the Almighty was 
so well pleased that he entered into covenant with 
him to bestow still better blessings. 

3. This happy state of Abraham is well described 
in the language which David uses upon a different 
subject, ver. 6—8. 

G. As David also describes 1 the blessedness of the 
man to whom God reehoneth justification without 
7■ works. Blessed are they whose iniquities are for - 
8. given , whose sins arc covered. Blessed is the man 
to whom the Lord will not reckon sin. Psalm 
xxxii. 1, 2. 

Abrahain must have felt himself unspeakably 
happy in being thus selected, though unworthy, as a 
person upon whom the Divine Being thought fit 
to bestow peculiar favour; just as the psalmist de- 

and may refer to the whole heathen world ;is well as to Abra¬ 
ham ch. v. 6.—Mr. Locke observes that “ the apostle by these 
words plainly pointed out Abraham.” 

1 David describes.'] This is an illustration, not an argument. 
The apostle can only mean that the words of David aptly de¬ 
scribe the case of Abraham. 
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scribes the case of a great transgressor, who, con- iv. 
scious of sincere repentance, humbly hopes in the 
divine mercy that his sin shall be forgiven, and is 
filled with joy and gratitude under a sense of his 
unspeakable obligation. 

4. The apostle plainly shows, from the exam¬ 
ple of Abraham, that the blessings of the covenant 
were to extend to all believers without distinction, 
ver. II—12. 

And first he states the question, ver. 0. 

Now this blessedness , cometh it upon the cir - 9. 

cumcised only, or upon the uncinmmciscd also 2 P 

Is this happy state, which I have been describing, 
limited to the natural descendants of Abraham 
alone, or is it extended equally to the believing 
heathen ? As to the patriarch himself, the mode 
in which he obtained this favour has been already 
ascertained. 

For tv c affirm that this faith was ref'honed to — f). 

Abrah am for j ust if cation . 

We have proved, by the express words of scrip¬ 
ture, that the privileges of this patriarch were the 
reward not of works, but of faith ; and, that you may 
not imagine that the faith so rewarded was that of 
one who was already in a covenant state, and the 
consequence of circumcision, I will now show the 
contrary. 

* f'acumciaed — uncircumcised.] Gr. “ circumcision or uncir- 
< umewiem.” The apostle perpetually uses the abstract for the 
concrete. 
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11 . 


12 . 


How then was it reckoned to him P JVas it after 
or before circumcision P Not after circumcision, 
but before it. Hud he received the sign of circum¬ 
cision, as the seal of thatjustification by faith which 
he possessed bej'ore circumcision. 

The case of Abraham is clear : he believed and 
was justified before the birth of Ishmael, many 
years before circumcision was instituted, Gen. xvii.; 
and that rite was appointed, not as a means of 
justification, but as a token that he was already in 
a justified state, which he had been, and was de¬ 
clared to be long before. 

The apostle now proceeds to argue, that as Abra¬ 
ham was justified by faith, and that, when he was in 
a heathen state, and as he is expressly marked out 
as the pattern of all who are admitted into a state 
of privilege, it necessarily follows, that all who be¬ 
lieve are to be admitted into this happy state with¬ 
out distinction of Jew or heathen, and whether they 
do or do not submit to the yoke of the law ; for he 
was admitted antecedently to circumcision for this 
very purpose. 

That he might be the father 1 of all uncircum¬ 
cised believers 2 , that justification might be placed 
even to their account: and the father oj those who 
are circumcised , who are not only circumcised, but 
who walk in the steps of that j 'aith of our father 
Abraham which he had before circumcision. 


1 The father.] See Dr. Taylor's note on Rom. iv. 1. 

* Uncircumcised believers.] Si a xpoZvfias, in a state of un- 
circumcision. See Rom. ii. 27, 1 Cor, xiv. ( J. 
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To be the father of any person, or class of per¬ 
sons, often signifies, in the Hebrew idiom, to be an 
inventor, or a pattern, of any art or quality which 
such persons possess, or in which they excell. 
Thus, Gen. iv. 21, Jubal is said to have been the 
father of all such as handle the harp and the or¬ 
gan, that is, he was the inventor of those instru¬ 
ments and a pattern to those who use them. In 
this sense Abraham was set forth and declared to 
be the father or pattern of all believers: of heathen 
believers, because he was justified before he was 
circumcised ; and of Jews, because he received the 
initiatory rite not as the means of justification, but 
as an acknowledgement that he was already jus¬ 
tified ; and consequently as a pattern to them, not 
of justification by the ritual law, but by a faith si¬ 
milar to that by which their illustrious ancestor 
was himself justified. 


Oil. IV. 
Ver. 12. 


5. Justification cannot be appointed through 
law, for that would be a violation of promise and 
an assignment to condemnation, ver. 13—15. 

Moreover, the promise that he should he heir of 13 
the world 3 was not made to Abraham or to his 

* Heir of the world.'] Dr. Taylor supposes that the apostle 
means to represent the world as one great family. Abraham 
and his posterity are the heirs of the world, i.e. the first-born 
of this family, and therefore entitled to the better portion of the 
inheritance. This is ingenious; but though it ls adopted by 
Archbishop Newcome, it appears to me to be too refined. , The 
sense given in the paraphrase of this difficult passage, which is 
similar to that given by Mr. Locke, seems to me to be more natu¬ 
ral, and more agreeable to the apostle's manner and phraseology. 

“ The 
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Ch. iv. posterity through laiv , but through justification by 
Ver. 13. /• . » J 

jaith. 

The promise made by God to Abraham also 
proves the doctrine of justification by faith. That 
promise was (Gen..xvii.) that he should be the 
father of many nations, that God would give to 
him and to his posterity the land of Canaan, and 
that in him should all nations of the earth be 


blessed, Gen. xii. 3. This may be regarded as a 
promise that he should be heir of the world; first, 
that his natural descendants should possess the land 
of Canaan and many other countries ; and secondly, 
that his spiritual descendants should include men 
of all ages and countries, whether naturally de¬ 
scended from him or not; but that all, in all parts 
of the world, who inherit his faith, should be ac¬ 
knowledged to be of his family, and should partici¬ 
pate in the promise. Now it is plain from the 
history, that this promise to the patriarch was made 
to him as the reward of his faith in the divine call 


which induced him to quit his native land, and not 
as the consequence of obedience to any law, much 
less of conformity to the rite of circumcision, which 
was instituted after the promise was given, and as 
a token of its ratification, Gen. xvii. 10. 


u The promise here meant,” says Mr. Locke, is that which 
he speaks of ver. 11, whereby Abraham was made the father of 
all that should believe, all the world over, and for that reason 
he is called H\ij/5ovo/aos xocrfAu, heir or lord of the world. For, 
believers of all the nations of the world being given to him for 
a posterity, he becomes thereby lord and possessor (for so heir 
among the Hebrews signified) of the world.” 
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For if they only who are of lhe law be heirs, ch. iv. 
faith is made void , and the promise is abrogated. Vt1, 11 

Upon the supposition that law only secured the 
blessing, only one nation would he heir, and that 
upon a different ground from Abraham himself; so 
that the promise would be made void in both its 
parts, first by the exclusion of the Gentiles, and 
secondly by changing the ground of justification. 
Abraham would not be the pattern of many na¬ 
tions, but of one only ; nor even of that completely, 
f">'would be justified through law, but he 
through faith. 

Moreover , law worlceth wrath: for where there ir>. 
is no law , there is no transgression. 

Nor is it indeed possible that any should obtain 
the blessing by law only. For, as all transgression 
supposes a rule transgressed, and there can he no 
transgression without it; so, us I have before abun¬ 
dantly shown, in the very ease where a law has in 
fact been given, which if observed would have en¬ 
sured justification, yet such has been the frailty and 
the folly of those who have lived under such a 
dispensation, that not a single individual has uni¬ 
formly adhered to the law so as to claim justifica¬ 
tion by it, but every one by transgression has be¬ 
come obnoxious to its condemning sentence. 

fi. That justification, that is, the blessing of the 
gospel, should be granted to faith, was necessary 
to the accomplishment of the promise that it should 
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Ch. IV. be both gratuitous and universal, extending to all 
the heirs of Abraham’s faith, ver. 16, 17. 

Vcr. IG. Therefore justification is from faith , that it might 

be through favour; to the end that the promise 
might be sure to all the posterity : not only to that 
which is oj the law, but to that which is of the 
1/- faith of Abraham , who is the father of us all, in 
the sight of that God in whom he believed , who 
giveth life to the dead , and who calleth things that 
are not , as though they were. As it is written , / 
have made thee a father of many nations. See 
Gen. xvii. 4, 5. 

I again declare that the privileges of the gospel 
are granted and limited to faith alone. Why ? 
Because the promise affirms that the blessing is 
both gratuitous and universal, which it could not 
be if it were limited to those only who are subject 
to the law of Moses, in which case the benefit 
would be confined to one nation alone ; whereas, the 
promise of God to Abraham is, I have made thee a 
pattern of many nations without any distinction. 
In the sight of God, therefore, all who believe, in 
all ages and countries, are Abraham’s children, and 
are to be justified after his pattern and in the same 
way. By the all-comprehending eye of God, which 
penetrates to the remotest period of duration, and 
discerns the future as distinctly as the present, the 
whole of this spiritual family of Abraham are seen 
as clearly as if they now existed; and therefore he 
speaks of the thing as actually done which it was 
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his determined purpose to accomplish, I have made eh. iv. 
t/ur a father of many nations; oj all who believe Vcr 
to the end of time. And the great object of Abra¬ 
ham’s faith, and in which ours resembles that of the 
venerable patriarch, was the power of God to raise 
the dead, and to bring things out of nothing into 
existence. 


/. The apostle illustrates the nature and the de¬ 
gree of Abraham’s justifying faith, being tantamount 
to a belief in the power of God to create anew, and 
to raise the dead, vcr. 18—22. 

He first believed that his posterity by Sarah 
should be innumerable, ver. 18. 

Who against hope believed in hope , that he should 1 tf. 

be the father of many nations , according to that 
declaration , So shall thy posterity be . 

It is related, Gen. xv. 5, that “ the Lord brought 
Abram forth abroad and said, Look now towards 
heaven, and tell the stars if thou be able to number 
them ; and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.” 
Abraham was now a hundred years of age; a similar 
promise had been made to him twenty-five years 
before, in the faith of which he had abandoned his 
native land and all his family connexions, and had 
fixed his residence in the land of Canaan among 
strangers, relying upon the divine promise that it 
should afterwards be granted to, and inhabited by, 
a numerous race of his descendants. This was 
hoping against hope, believing in contradiction to 
all appearances; and, in effect, believing in the power 
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Oh. iv. of God to call those into being whose existence could 
' e1, 18 ' not be accomplished by any human means, which 
indeed would be the same as anew creation. 

The patriarch further believed that he should 
have a son by Sarah, which was equivalent to be¬ 
lieving that God would raise the dead, ver. 19—21. 

19. And not being weak in faith , he considered not 1 
his own body now become dead , when he was about 
a hundred years old , nor the deadness of Sarafis 

20. womb. Nor did he hesitate at the promise of God 
through unbelief but was strong in faith, giving 

21. glory to God 2 , being fully persuaded that what he 
had promised, he was able also to perform. 

Considering the advanced age of Sarah and him¬ 
self, it was as improbable that they should have a 
son as that a man should be raised from the dead; 
it was like a promise that they should themselves 
be so raised : and yet his faith in the divine promise 
was not staggered by this difficulty; he believed 
without hesitation. Being assured that Omnipo¬ 
tence itself had made the promise, he did not allow 
himself to reason concerning the difficulty of the 
performance. By the confidence which he reposed 
in the divine promise, he rendered to God the 
homage due to his infinite power, goodness and 


1 Considered not .] Some good copies drop the e. If this be 
the true reading, as Newcomc observes, we must point thus: 
And not being weak in faith he considered his own body—and 
the deadness—and yet staggered not. 

- Giving glory .] Sas £o£av, “ giving up his opinion to God ; 
resigning all supposition unto God, having no opinion on the 
subject, but leaving it all to God.” Wakefield. 
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truth, under a firm conviction that he was both able Ch. iv. 
and willing to perform to the utmost all that he Ver ’ 2l * 
had promised. 

The apostle adds, that this persevering active 
faith was crowned with its due reward, ver. 22, 

And therefore it was set to his account for jus- 22. 

tification. 

God having made the promise, and Abraham hav¬ 
ing accepted it, and having relied wholly upon it, 
and sacrificed every thing to it, God was so well 
pleased with his conduct in this instance, that he 
graciously received him into favour, and commu¬ 
nicated privileges and blessings to him, notwith¬ 
standing the transgressions of his heathen state, to 
as full an amount as though, by a course of sinless 
obedience, he had entitled himself to future favours. 

All past debts were graciously cancelled, and he 
was entered in the divine account as innocent and 
righteous. 

8. The apostle closes this argument by stating, 
that the history of Abraham’s justification was re¬ 
corded for the instruction and encouragement of 
believers in Christ in succeeding ages who are jus¬ 
tified in a similar way, ver. 23—25. 

Now it was not written j'or his sake only that ix 

faith was placed to his account , hut for ours also :i -i \. 


* For ourn “ for the sake of us also, all in future ages, 

Gentiks as well as Jews, who may be admitted into the Chris¬ 
tian covenant upon this sole condition, if they believe," Stc. 
Newromc. 
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Cb. IV. to whose account it will be placed, if we believe on 
Vcr ' 24 ' him who raised vp Jesus our Lordfrom the dead . 

25. JVIw was delivered up for our offences, and raised 
again for our justification. 

Thejaccount which is given in the book of Genesis 
concerning the strength and the reward of Abra¬ 
ham’s faith, was not recorded merely for the sake 
of doing honour to the memory of that eminent pa¬ 
triarch, but for our benefit also, who live in the age 
in which the new dispensation is introduced. We 
may learn from this history, that the true posterity 
of Abraham, of whatever name or country, to whom 
the promise is made, will like him be justified by 
faith, and be admitted into the privileges of the new 
covenant without being compelled to submit to the 
yoke of the law; and the object of our faith, like 
his, is the power of God to raise the dead. He be¬ 
lieved in a possible resurrection, when he expected, 
according to the divine promise, a numerous poste¬ 
rity by Sarah. We believe in the actual resur¬ 
rection of Jesus our teacher and master from the 
grave; and this single act of faith is that which 
is set down to our account for justification: it is 
that which transfers us from the community of sin¬ 
ners to the community of saints, from the unbe¬ 
lieving into the Christian world. 

And the fact is really as I have stated it; for 
Jesus was indeed delivered up for our offences; he 
was, figuratively speaking, offered up like a conse¬ 
crated victim, by the sprinkling of whose blood we 
believers, whether Jews or Gentiles, are transferred 
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from an unholy to a holy state ; und he was rained ch. iv. 
again, that by our faith in his resurrection, we Vu1, 
might become partakers of the privileges of the 
covenant of which his blood was the seal, und might 
be os completely entitled to these privileges as if 
we had acquired a right to them by the most me¬ 
ritorious and undeviating obedience. 


Such is the argument which the apostle draws 
from the ease of Abraham to establish his grand 
principle, that believers, whether Jews or heathen, 
are to be admitted to the privileges of the gospel 
without submitting to the yoke of the ceremonial 
law. Upon this subject it rnay be proper to re¬ 
mark, that it was a fact well adapted to conciliate 
the Jews to the apostle’s doctrine, that Abraham 
by his faith had obtained acceptance with God 
many years before he submitted to the rite of cir¬ 
cumcision, and therefore that it was not incredible, 
that believing Gentiles should be admitted into the 
privileges of the gospel without submitting to the 
rites of the law. 

The great article of the Christian faith is, that 
God raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. All 
who believe this important fact are justified in the 
sight of God, that is, they are received and acknow¬ 
ledged as members of the Christian community. 
Let none therefore of the disciples of Jesus narrow 
the teiyns of Christian communion, and, by unwar¬ 
rantable conditions of their own, exclude those 
whom Christ has received. 


vol. r. 
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Ch. iv. Christ was delivered for our offences, and was 
Ver * 2d * raised again for our justification. The apostle pro¬ 
bably meant nothing more than that Christ was 
delivered up to death, and was raised again that we 
might be justified from our offences; that we who 
were heathen transgressors might by faith in his 
resurrection be introduced into a state of covenant 
privilege. At any rate, the few ambiguous words 
which the apostle here uses, will not support the 
commonly received doctrine of atonement for sin 
by the vicarious sufferings of Jesus Christ. The 
free unpurchased love of God is the foundation of 
all the privileges and hopes of the true Christian. 

SECTION III. 

Ch. V. The apostle , having proved that the gospel is a 
free gift both to Jews and Gentiles, illustrates 
the value of its blessings. Ch. v. 1—11. 

First, the justified believer obtains peace with 
God, and admission into his presence and favour, 
ver. 1, 2. 

Ver. 1 . Therefore being justified by faith we have pcaec 
2. with God through our Lord Jesus Christ; through 
whom also we have access, by faith 1 , into this grace 
in which we stand. 


1 Access by faith.'] The words ‘ f by faith” are omitted in the 
Clermont and other MSS., and are indeed superfluous* Tipoc- 
aywyi), access. Raphelius, from Herodotus, shows that this, a 
sacerdotal phrase, signifies being introduced with great solem¬ 
nity into the presence of a deity in his temple. See Doddridge, 
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It was the boast of the conceited Jew that he was n,. v. 
holy, while the rest of mankind were sinners ; that Vur ’ ** 
he was in a state of friendship and peace with God, 
while others were aliens and enemies; that he was 
the favourite of heaven, while they wore under u 
curse; and the apostle’s design in this eloquent 
passage is to show that believers in Christ possess 
all the privileges of God’s aneient people, though 
they do not submit to the Jewish ceremonial. 

Hein”justified by faith we have peace with dad. 

Heing, hy our belief in the doctrine and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, transferred like Abraham out of an 
unholy into a pardoned and a holy state, without 
submitting to the rites of the law, we are like that 
eminent patriarch become friends of God, through 
the medium of our master Jesus Christ, who was 
commissioned to offer and to ratify the terms of 
pacification ; and by faith in him, we have been 
introduced by him into that state of privilege and 
favour which we now occupy, and in which the de¬ 
scendants of Abraham made their boast. 

Secondly, The justified believer has now ako his 
ground of boasting, ver. —2—11. 

1. In his hope, ver. —2. 

—and boast in hope of the glory of God 2 . —2. 

The Jew boasts in his written law, in his descent 
from Abraham, in his ceremonial institute, in his 


• Glf/ry of God.] “ of the glory whieh Gorl h;i# in store for 
u.m.” Locke. ** in hope of future glory.” Priestley. 

it 2 
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temporal promises. The believer in Christ also has 
his ground of exultation : he boasts not of an earthly 
Canaan, a transitory and fading possession, but of 
a divine inheritance, of the glorious hope to which 
he is elevated by the gospel. A possession worthy 
of God to bestow; to the discovery of which the 
philosophy of heathenism could make no preten¬ 
sions ; and from the hope of which the severe sen¬ 
tence of the law excludes all voluntary transgres¬ 
sors. 


2. Believers also boast even in affliction, for va¬ 
rious reasons which the apostle details, ver. 3—10. 

For in the first place affliction produces patience, 
proof and well founded hope. 

And not only so, but ivc boast even in afflic¬ 
tions; for affliction worheth patience, and patience 
proof J , and proof hope . 

Many regard the followers of Christ with con¬ 
tempt and scorn ; they value themselves upon their 
affluence, their dignity, their external prosperity, 
their popularity and influence. We also boast who 
believe in Christ: we esteem it our honour to be 
despised, to be oppressed, to be the objects of ge¬ 
neral reproach and scorn. 

For patience, exercised by persecution, is conti¬ 
nually improving, and the fortitude with which we 


1 Proof.] See Wakefield, Taylor, Locke. “ Aor.ifj.r t , id </uod, 
cxpnk'ntia facia, pah-svit etcognosc'd it r.'' Sehleusner. 2 tor. 
ii. 9, ix. 12 ; Phil. ii. 22. “ The died of having tried ourselves.'* 
Newcome, 
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suffer is a sure test of the sincerity of our profcs- cii. v. 
sion; and the clearer proof we have of the eonfor- Ver ' 4, 
mity of our character to the standard of the gospel, 
the brighter will be our hope of an interest in all 
its glorious promises. 

And this hope will not put us to shame , because 5. 
the love of God* is poured forth into our hearts by 
the holy spirit given to us. 

The gifts of the holy spirit, by which the Chris¬ 
tian doctrine is confirmed, urc a demonstration that 
all the promises of the gospel covenant shall be ful¬ 
filled, being an undoubted proof of the favour of 
God to those who believe in Christ, and the seal 
and ratification of that Being who cannot falsify 
himself. 

These promises are further confirmed by the mis¬ 
sion of his son to die even for those who were aliens 
and enemies, ver. 6—8. 

Moreover while we were yet without strength «. 
even then*, at the appointed time, Christ died for 
the ungodly 1 * 3 * 5 * * * * * . For scarcely for a righteous man 7. 


1 The love of God,] i.e. to us, not our love to him. "The 

love of God is abundantly assured to our hearts by the gifts and 
operations of the holy spirit.” Taylor. Sec also Locke. 

3 Without strength.] Mr. Locke notes four, and I)r. Taylor 

fourteen epithets, which arc given by St. Paul to unconverted 

Gentiles, as such ) and Dr. Taylor adds an equal number of 
epithets which express the external state of Christians. 

1 liven then.] Eri : This is the reading adopted by Gries- 

bach, upon the authority of the Alexandrine, Lphrom, and other 

manuscripts. “ though we were weak, still Christ died in due 

season,” &c. Newcome. 

/)ied for the ungodly.] rwv a.<rt£ujv. Dr, Taylor very 

j 11 >' 1 y observe'*, “ that in the following comparison the apostle 
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Ch. V. will one die; yet perhaps for a good man some 
Vcr. 8. woidd even dare to die. Hut God recommendeth 
his lore to us, in that, while we were still sinners, 
Christ diedfor us. 

The apostle, in speaking of the converted hea¬ 
then, to whom chiefly the epistle is addressed, uses 
the same reproachful language in which the phari- 
saic Jews were accustomed to speak of their hea¬ 
then neighbours. In their unconverted state they 
had been “ without strength,” unable to extricate 
themselves from their wretched condition; “ un¬ 
godly,” worshipers of idols, ignorant of the true 
God, of his attributes, of his character, of his will, 
and of his worship ; “ sinners,” alienated from him, 
in an unholy uncovenanted state: yet even then, 
at the appointed time, Christ died for them. 

But though it is plain that the apostle’s language 
is intended to express their character and state as 
heathen, previous to their conversion, to avoid of¬ 
fence he uses the first person, as though he had 
himself been implicated in the charge; whereas, 
before his conversion he had been a Jew, and, as 


docs not lead our thoughts to the payment of an equivalent, or 
to the notion of vicarious punishment, but to that benevolent 
disposition of mind which inclines ns to do good and to be use¬ 
ful to others, even at our own expense and hazard. So John xv. 
13 : * Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life (virsp CjAccv) for his friends.’ See John x. 11, 12 j 
1 John ili. 16.” Nor does the preposition utteo necessarily im¬ 
ply an equivalent, or vicarious punishment. See Acts v. 41, ix. 
16, xv. 26 ; 2 Cor. xii. 1,’>. As Christ sulfercd for us, we also 
are said to suffer for him, virsp aura, Phil. i. 29, surely not as a 
sacrifice in his stead. 


Paht I. 


HOMAN S. 


103 


Sect. III. *Z. 


touching the righteousness which is by the law, 
blameless. 

JFhile we were still sinners , Christ died for us. 
From this general and indefinite expression some 
have strangely inferred, that the sufferings of Christ 
were properly speaking vicarious ; that he suffered 
in the stead of others ; that he endured all the tor¬ 
ments which the elect would have endured to all 
eternity : that he thus became the sinners surety, 
and paid the dreadful debt due to divine justice. 
But it is plain that the apostle’s language lays no just 
foundation for a doctrine so absurd in itself, and so 
injurious to the divine character. He only says, 
that Christ died for us: that is, for our benefit. The 
connexion shows that the apostle’s meaning is, that 
Christ died to deliver us from the condemning sen¬ 
tence of the law, by ratifying the new covenant, 
which is a dispensation of mercy. 

Christ died at “ the appointed season,” at the 
time which had been marked out by prophecy, and 
which had been chosen by infinite wisdom as the 
fittest and best. 

The death of Christ was an appointment of God, 
the result of his love. lie pitied the wretched stute 
of the heathen w'orld, their ignorance of God, of 
duty, and of a future life, their inability to help 
themselves, and their deplorable idolatry and vice ; 
and he determined to rescue them from their igno¬ 
rance and guilt and misery, by sending Jesus Christ, 
his beloved son, his chosen servant, not only to 
teach them, but to die for them. 


f:h. V. 
Vi r. B. 
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Ch. v. And thus the love of God became eminently con- 
e ' ‘ spicuous. Had mankind been sinless, the love of 
God in giving up his son to die for them would not 
have been so highly distinguished. Men do not in¬ 
deed usually expose their lives for the benefit of 
others, however just and unblameable. Although 
it is possible, that here and there, a generous spirit 
might be willing to die in order to save the life of 
some distinguished philanthropist, some illustrious 
benefactor of mankind. But where could any one 
be found who would submit to death for the bene- 


!>. 

10 . 


fit of rebels and enemies ? Such, however, was 
the exceeding greatness of the love of God to man. 
Christ was sent to die, not for the innocent, not 
for those who had merited favour by antecedent 
virtue: No ; he died for sinners, for enemies, for 
those who had forfeited their lives by their trans¬ 
gressions, and who could prefer no claim to mercy. 

The apostle infers, from this extraordinary in¬ 
stance of divine goodness, that all other blessings 
shall be communicated, ver. 9, 10. 


Much more then, being now justified by his 
blood , iuc shall be saved from wrath through him. 
For ij , when wc were enemies , we were reconciled 


to God by the death of his son y much more being 
reconciled , we shall be saved by his life ’ 1 . 


1 By his life.'] “ wc shall obtain eternal salvation by that, 
life and power to which our Lord and Saviour is exalted.“ 
Tavlor. “ living 1 to intercede lor us.” Ncwcume. 1 rather con¬ 
ceive the apostle s mcanini* to be, not that we aie saved by the 
life of (,’hrisl as the medium of salvation, but that this salvation 
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This is a remarkable passage, and when rightly Ch. v. 
understood will greatly assist in explaining the Vcr ' 10 
sense of the apostolic writings. 

They who believe in Christ are (t justified by his 
blood.” But something further is necessary in or-, 
der to their being u saved from wrath.” They are 
already “ reconciled to God by the death of his 
son but something more is to be done to com¬ 
plete their salvation. It follows, therefore, that 
men may be justified and reconciled ; and yet, af¬ 
ter all, they may not be saved from wrath, nor be 
entitled to the promised reward. 

What then can be more evident than that the 
justification and reconciliation here mentioned 
mean nothing more than their admission into the 
Christian community, and their participation of the 
blessings of the gospel ? From being sinners, that 
is, Gentiles, they are become holy; that is, sepa¬ 
rated by faith from the unbelieving world; and 


Ls accomplished, leaving; Christ in possession of life : q. d. recon¬ 
ciliation was obtained for enemies, though the death of Christ 
was the necessary medium, much more will salvation be ob¬ 
tained for friends when no such sacrifice is requisite $ but all 
that is to be done will be done by Christ in the continued pos¬ 
session of life. Mr. Locke has a long and valuable note to 
show that the apostle, in the first eleven chapters of the epistle, 
speaks of the Jews and Gentiles nationally, and not personally 
of single men : but-1 do not see the necessity of limiting the 
apostle’s observations in the first eleven verses of this chapter 
to Gentile believers only: they are equally applicable to all 
Christians, in all ages. It seems to be a burst of feeling to 
which the apostle gives vent, upon the comparison of the present 
free anrl happy state of believers under the gospel, with the pre¬ 
vious miserable condition of the Jew under the law, or the Gen- 
‘iL- in his wretched bondage to idolatrv and vice. 



106 Part I. 


H O M A N S. 


Sect. HI. 2. 


Ch. v. from being enemies, they are become reconciled, 
Vtr ' 10 ' they are received as subjects of the kingdom of 
Christ. This happy change is effected by the death 
of Christ, which ratified that new and better cove¬ 
nant which is the connecting bond of this new 
community. If they improve their privileges, they 
shall be saved from wrath through him. For Christ 
has laid down laws and regulations which, if his 
professed followers adhere to and faithfully observe, 
shall save them from final condemnation, and put 
them into possession of eternal life. The apostle 
argues, a fortiori , upon this subject : You were 
admitted to justification and to the privileges of the 
gospel by a process which cost the life of the be¬ 
loved Son of God. Is it not then far more credi¬ 
ble, that if you obey the gospel of Christ you shall 
be finally saved by him ; when you are not only 
regarded as friends and heirs of a promise, but 
when the accomplishment of this promise will be 
achieved at much less expense than the acquisition 
of your present privileges ? For it will not be ne¬ 
cessary for Christ again t3 suffer, but the whole 
scheme will be brought to perfection by the exercise 
of those powers with which he is invested in his 
risen and exalted state \ 

Well then may the believer triumph in those 


1 “ Much more, therefore, having been admitted into cove¬ 
nant at this time, while we were sinners, by bis blood shed to 
ratify this covenant and to purchase a church, we shall he fi¬ 
nally saved through him irom punishment, if we live in a man¬ 
ner worthy our calling.” Ncwcoinc, 
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afflictions and persecutions, which hy purifying uml 
exulting his character clear up his title, to those ever¬ 
lasting blessings which arc promised hy the gospel 
to all who believe in it and regulate their conduct 
by it. 

3. Believers also boast in God, with whom a 
reconciliation has now taken place through Jesus 
Christ, ver. 11. 

_ hid. not only so, hut we cent boast in God 2 
through our Lord Jesus Christy through whom we 
have now received this reconciliation. 

Not only do we, who are believers in Christ and 
admitted into the community over which he pre¬ 
sides, boast in hope of future glory; not only do 
we boast in those tribulations and persecutions 
which, by exercising our faith, eventually brighten 
our hope ; but we even boast in Cod as our own. 
Yes; such is the abundant mercy of God, that even 
we, who were once idolatrous heathen, aliens, and 
enemies, are now permitted to look up to God as 
reconciled, and to call him our God in the same im¬ 
portant sense in which he was the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And this 
privilege we claim through Jesus Christ, who has 
received and acknowledged us as his disciples and 


* JVt: even boast in Go(L~\ Compare Horn, ix.ft. Tin* pro¬ 
posed emendation of Sliehlin^ius, Whitby, and Taylor, is very 
much countenanced by this passage.— U'e boast. : nau^cv/Acvdi, 
I hr present participle lor the present indicative : a Hebrew 
idiom. See Neweunie. 
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Ch. V. friends ; and through whom we have received that 
Ver. 11. g rac ious message of reconciliation, to the terms of 
which we have gladly acceded, and which lies at the 
foundation of all our hope. We are now, as the 
chosen family once were, the people and the chil¬ 
dren of God. 

Such is the plain meaning of the apostle’s lan¬ 
guage to those who read the scriptures with an un¬ 
biassed mind. The words, as they stand in the 
public version, have a very uncouth sound, ft by 
whom we have received the atonementbut the 
translation is strictly just. The word atonement, at 
the time when this version was made, signified no¬ 
thing more than reconciliation, or setting those at 
one who were before at variance. But of late 
years, this word has acquired a mystical sense ; and 
has been used to express an action or suffering, by 
one person or victim, through which the anger of 
another person is appeased. And in this sense we 
are told that the death of Christ is an atonement for 
the sins of men : that is, that it appeases the wrath 
of God, and satisfies the claims of justice. But no 
such doctrine as this, nor any thing approaching 
to it, is to be found in the New Testament. 

Here the apostle closes his eloquent digression 
concerning the great privileges of which believers 
gain possession when they are received into the 
Christian community; and he next proceeds to sug¬ 
gest an additional argument to establish the rea¬ 
sonableness of admitting all mankind to equal pri¬ 
vileges and hopes. 
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SECTION IV. 

The apostle argues, that as the Fall entails death t’i> V. 
upon all mankind without any antecedent demerit 
of their own; so the gospel, ratified In/ the ro- 
hint an) saerijiee of Christ , entails Jar better 
blessings upon mankind than were lost by 
sldam ; and this , without any antecedent merit 
on their part, vcr. 1*2 to the end. 


1. lie states that all mankind arc treated as sin¬ 
ners, and suffer death, in consequence of the sin of 
Adam, vcr. 12. 

In reference to this subject *, as by one man sin 
entered into the world , and death by sin , even so 
death passed upon all men, as far as which - all 
hare sinned. 

The apostle here assumes and reasons upon the 
account of the Fall contained in the hook of (»c- 


Vor. 12. 


1 Aux ruro, Wherefore. ,f No then.” Wukofield. This phrase, 
says I)r. Taylor, frequently signifies “ in relation to the ullair 
going before not, by way of inference from it, but to denote a 
farther enlargement upon it, or the advancement of something 
which enforces or explains it. He refers to Matt. vi. 2f», xii.,‘11; 
Horn. xiii. ti - t 1 (’or. iv. 17 ■ and many other passages. " Con¬ 
cerning this matter.” Ncwcotne. 

y V.J iv, ilh far as which. See Dr. Taylor on Orig. Sin, part i. 
p. 1—bo. “ inasmuch as,” Newcome. “ idl have sinned ; i. v. 
all have become mortal.” Locke. “ Kvri rum tlatiro roustrurtu 
(irinttnt quod atlinetad. Act. v.,'lf> ; Xenoj)b. Anab. vi. <>, 1,‘L” 
Scblensner. <y. d. so far as relates to which, all are sinners ; i.c. 
treated as sinners. Gul.v. 13; Kph. ii. I!); 1 Thoss. iv. 7 j 2Tim. 
ii. U. 
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Ch. v. nesis, as an historical fact; and he traces an analogy 
Ver - 12 ‘ between the consequences of the fall of Adam and 
those of the righteousness of Christ. And as the 
apostle was instructed by Christ himself in the na¬ 
ture and the excellence of the gospel dispensation, 
in all its comprehension and extent, we are fully 
authorized to admit his conclusions even though we 
may doubt of the validity of his arguments, and 
the correctness of his premises. The apostle does 
not say that he was inspired to assert the literal 
truth of the Mosaic history of the Fall: probably, 
he knew no more of it than we do. Perhaps he 
only argued ex concesso, upon the supposition of 
the fact; and certainly no reasonable person in 
modern times can regard it in any other light than 
as an allegory or fable, the moral of which is suffi¬ 
ciently apparent. But the apostle assumes its his¬ 
toric truth; and, admitting the Mosaic account to 
be a fact, he argues that the curses entailed by 
Adam’s fall, and the blessings secured by the death 
of Christ, are equally independent of the antecedent 
merit or demerit of those who are the subjects of 
them; also, that the curse and the blessing are 
equally universal, but that the blessings of the go¬ 
spel extend far beyond the miseries of the Fall. 

It is as though he had said, the mercy of God in 
the gospel of Christ may be illustrated by referring 
to the narrative of the Fall. The first sin was the 
transgression of .Adam; and by the law under 
which he was placed, this transgression was pu¬ 
nished with death. And death was for this offence 
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entailed upon all his posterity; who are so far re- Ch. v. 
garded as sinning in him, that they are for his trans- Vir ' l2 ' 
gression condemned to suffer death, without any 
transgression of their own. 

i 

2. The apostle justifies his assertion, and alleges 
that Christ, as a public person, resembles Adain, 
ver. 13, 14. 

For antecedently 1 to the law sin was in the 13. 
world; bat sin is not charged v)herc law is not in 
being. Nevertheless , death reigned from Adam 14. 

to Moses , even over those ivho had 7iot sinned 2 , 
after the likeness of Adams transgression: who 
is a type of him who was to come 3 . 

You may perhaps object, that mankind died as a 
punishment for their own transgressions, and not 
for that of Adam: but that was not the case, as it 
stands in the record. It is true that men were sin¬ 
ners, from the time of Adam to the time of 
Moses ; but they did not, like their first ancestor, 
sin against a law expressly denouncing death. And 
it would have been unjust to inflict a penalty which 

1 Antecedently.'] A •/pi, until. “ sin was in the world all the 
time before the law.” Wakefield. 

1 Hho had not sinned, drc.] u even over infants, as well as 
others.” Doddridge. But the apostle is speaking of all man¬ 
kind, who suffered death, though not under a law whose pe¬ 
nalty was death. 

* A type. See.] A figure or model. Acts vii. 44; Rom. vi. 17; 

Phil. iii. 17; 1 Thess. i. 7, of him who was to come, ra p.£\\ov- 
ro; : i. e. Adam; Christ, the second Adam. Sir Norton Knatch- 
bull and Dr. Milner explain it, of all mankind who were to 
come •, i. e. Adam was the type of all his posterity, who suffer 
as he suffered. 
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Ch. v. hail never been promulgated. Men did not die, 
C1 ‘ * therefore, for their own sins. And yet it is plain, 

that during this interval men were universally sub¬ 
ject to the dominion of death, even though they had 
not, like Adam, offended against a law of which 
death was the penalty; no such law having been in 
existence, from the time of Adam to the declaration 
from mount Sinai. Thus it appears, that all who 
died antecedently to the law of Moses, died not for 
their own sins, but for the sin of Adam ; and such, 
by parity of reason, is the case of all mankind. 

Such is the train of the apostle’s reasoning, the 
defect of which need not be pointed out. 

He adds concerning Adam, that he is the type 
of him who was to come; that is, of Jesus Christ, 
the second Adam, the prophet who was expected 
to come into the world. A strong resemblance 
may be traced between Adam and Christ: they 
were both public persons, whose character and 
conduct entailed very important consequences upon 
the whole human race. 

3. There is nevertheless a great disparity, both 
in the acts of these public persons and in the con¬ 
sequences of these acts, ver. 15—17- 

The apostle’s meaning is sufficiently obvious, but 
liis style is obscure; for, instead of contrasting the 
points of comparison, fact with fact, and conse¬ 
quence with consequence, he contrasts the fact in 
one case with the consequence in the other ; thus 
introducing a confusion of ideas which makes it 
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difficult to unnvel the sense. What he means to Ch. v. 

t a 

state and prove is, first, that Adam’s act was an act 
of transgression, but that of Christ was an act of 
obedience; secondly, that calamities and death were 
the result of Adam’s fall, but blessings, the free gift 
of God, were the result of Christ’s obedience; and 
finally, that the blessings, which are the free gift of 
God in consequence of Christ’s obedience, greatly 
outweigh the miseries accruing from the Fall. 

The apostle first states the general fact, ver. 15. 

But not as was the offence , so also is the free 16. 

gift. For if by the offence of that one man all i 
became mortal 2 , much more has the grace of God\ 
and the gift by grace of that other man, Jesus 
Christ 3 , abounded to all. 

1 AH ] “ u t'.Xsm” So Wakefield, who in his usual laconic 
style remarks, " Thai &* «U4i is equivalent to in these 

epistles, erery one knows - T and that this usage of the phrase 
is common to other authors. The doubtful may be ref erre d to 
the introductory lines in Aristotle s rhetoric.” 

1 Became mortal] “ xx^hx^r ” literally died. ** AH mao land 
are made subject to death.” Taylor. 

* The grace of Gad, and the gift by grace of that other man, 

Jesms Christ .] “ y ixpex e» yx^r. tj ts X9$s<unr3 Xpi- 
nr " literally, “ and the gift by the favour or kindness of that 
other mac,"* ftc. as though the gift were partly owing to the 
farour of God and partly to the farour of Christ. I cannot think 
this to be the apostle's meaning, who undbrmly attributes the 
Messrngi of the gospel solely to the free un p urc hased goodness 
of God : “ the farour of Christ" in this connexion, therefore, 

■ to be nndmtood of tint free gift of which Christ was the 
favoured medium, through whom it was communicated and dis¬ 
pensed to mankind: so that it is more p roper ly a through 

Christ, than the farour or kindness of Christ. If, after aD, the 
literal transbtaoo “ the grace or farour of Christ " is preferred, 
the meaning may be, that the death of Christ, which ratified 
the new covenant. and for thm re aso n s represented bUn 
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Ver. 15. 


If the apostle had expressed hitnself in the clear 
distinct manner of a correct writer, it would have 
been in some such language as this: 

I have indeed asserted that Adam was a type or 
resemblance of Christ, as both were public persons, 
who by their acts entailed important consequences 
upon mankind. But here the similitude ends: 
nothing can be more opposite than the nature and 
effects of the conduct of Adam and of Christ. The 
act of Adam was an offence against the law of God; 
that of Christ was an act of obedience. The trans¬ 
gression of Adam entailed death on all mankind, 
as the penalty of violated law. Not so the obe¬ 
dience of Christ: that entailed blessings in abun¬ 
dance. But mark the difference : the sentence of 
universal death was the legal punishment of Adam’s 
sin, but the blessings resulting from the obedience 
of Christ are not such as can be claimed by law. 
Far from it: they are the free gift of God, unpur- 
ebased and perfectly optional; and yet it will be 
found, as indeed might reasonably he expected from 
a God of infinite mercy, that these free unpurchased 
blessings, which are the reward of the second man’s 
obedience, that is, of Jesus Christ, are far more be¬ 
neficial to all mankind, than the consequences of 
the fall of the first man have been calamitous. 

This is obviously the apostle’s meaning; but his 
anxiety to crowd his ideas into as few words as pos- 


source of evangelical blessings, was on his part a voluntary act 
of obedience, and the result of his great love to mankind. Sea 
John x. to—IS, xv. 13. 
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sible, and perhaps the disadvantage of dictating to nh. v. 
an amanuensis, render his style obscure. * tr ' * 

It is impossible not to remark how familiarly the 
apostle speaks of Christ as a man, in the same man¬ 
ner in which he speaks of Adam as a man, and with¬ 
out any of those cautions, and saving clauses, which 
believers in the divinity of Christ adopt in modern 
times, and which Paul would have found it necessary 
to introduce had he entertained the same opinion. 

It is observable how the apostle labours to im¬ 
press upon the minds of his readers, that the bless¬ 
ings entailed through the obedience of Christ were 
the free gift of God, and not such as had been pur¬ 
chased by this obedience, and which he was under 
obligation to bestow. It almost seems as if he had 
foreseen and was actually providing against the ab¬ 
surd doctrine of modern times, concerning the me¬ 
rits and righteousness of Christ being imputed to 
the sinner, and giving him a claim upon the divine 
mercy; than which nothing can be more contrary 
to the general tenor of seripture and the express 
declarations of the apostle. 

The apostle now mentions two particulars in 
which the blessings of the gospel outweigh the ca¬ 
lamities of the Fall. 

In the first place, the curse was entailed for one 
offence only; the blessing provides justification 
from many offences, ver. 16. 

And not as in reference to one sin *, so also is the if,. 


1 In reference to one tin.] u Sf evo$ a,ij.apTT)u,zro$.'' Such i.n 
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17- 


gift; for judgement followed from one sin to con- 
dernnation y but the free gift from many offences to 
justification . 

The subjects, both of the blessing and of the 
curse, are the same persons ; that is, all mankind. 
But in magnitude the effects are widely different. 
One sin, of one individual, is visited by the morta¬ 
lity of all his descendants: What, then, must be 
the demerit of many sins, of all the transgressions 
of all mankind P Yet the free gift of divine mercy 
extends to all; and none who are willing to accept 
the offer are excluded from the blessing. 

Secondly, The blessings of the state to which 
men are advanced, far surpass those of the state 
which was lost by the Fall, ver. 17. 

Moreover , if h one offence 1 death reigned 
through that one man, much more shall they who 
receive the abundant grace and gift of justifica¬ 
tion 2 reign in life through that other man Jesus 
Chi'ist . 

Had the apostle been a correct writer, the anti¬ 
thesis would have stood in this form : Moreover, if 


the reading of the Clermont and other manuscripts, and of the 
Syriac and Vulgate versions : it is marked by Griesbach as pro¬ 
bable, and is indeed required by the connexion. But Mr. Locke 
is mistaken in stating it as the reading of the Alexandrine copy. 

1 By one offence.'] “ sv kvi 'jrx.f'U.TTTuifxxri.’' This is the reading 
of the Alexandrine, Clermont, and other copies • and is marked 
by Griesbach as of considerable authority. 

fl The abundant-.] “ rr t s yaptros y.xi rr,; a periphra¬ 

sis for re yocpio-fLOLTOs, ver. 15, much more shall they who re¬ 
ceive the transcending free gift of Justification. “ the abun¬ 

dantly gracious gift.” Wakefield. 
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by one offence death reigned through that one man, Ch. v. 
much more shall life reign through that other man Ver ‘ 17 
Jesus Christ, in those who receive the abundant 
favour and gift of justification. 

q. d. Moreover, as an additional privilege, if it 
be allowed that by the one offence of the first public 
person, namely Adam, all mankind became subject 
to mortality in consequence of their relation to him, 
much more reasonable is it to believe that the free 
gift of justification, which comes through that other 
public person Jesus Christ, the blessings of which 
far transcend the miseries of the Fall, shall entail 
life in its highest state of enjoyment and perfection 
upon those who have the happiness to be partakers 
of this invaluable gift. 

It is plain, from the context, that the apostle 
does not mean to restrict the promised blessing of 
life to those only who now accept the offer of justi¬ 
fication, but to extend it to all who are sufferers by 
the Fall; so that, as to number, the promised bless¬ 
ing will be co-extensive with that of the sufferers by 
the fall of Adam, and in value will far exceed those 
which were lost by that calamity. The gospel is 
now offered to all mankind, without exception; and 
eventually, all will be comprehended in its inclosure 
and will participate in its blessings. 

4. The apostle draws his grand conclusion, that 
the superior blessings of the Christian dispensation 
extend to all who are sufferers bv the Fall, ver. IK, 

10 . 
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v. Therefore , as hy one offence 1 judgement passed 

18 ' upon all men to condemnation , so by one act of 
righteousness the free gift is imparted to all men for 
1 !). justification of life. For , as by the disobedience of one 
man all-were constituted sinners , so by the obedience 
of the other man will all be constituted righteous. 

As the conclusion from the circumstances of re¬ 
semblance which I have stated between Adam and 


Christ as public persons, it appears, that as in the 
case of Adam, all mankind were made subject to 
death, as the punishment of that one offence which 
he committed ; so under the new dispensation, by 
one act of righteousness, this sentence is reversed, 
and the life which had been forfeited is graciously 
restored, in circumstances far more favourable than 
those under which it was lost. For, as by the trans¬ 
gression of the first Adam guilt was so far placed 
to the account of all his posterity, that all under¬ 
went the punishment of death ; so, by the obe¬ 
dience of the second Adam, righteousness shall be 
so placed to the account of all those who were suf¬ 
ferers by the Fall, that they shall eventually be 
raised to life, and advanced to a state of perfect vir¬ 
tue and perfect happiness. 

It is evident to all who are conversant with the 


1 Ity one qffence.~\ Hy the Fall, all become sufferers, though 
not chargeable with guilt; by the obedience of C hrist to death, 
which ratified the new covenant, all become entitled to life by 
the free mercy of God, without any antecedent merit. 

8 .*///,] “ oi 7roAAor ” literally “ the many evidently used in 
the same sense as Travrcf avQpwvci in the preceding verse. 
tf were consiiluled sinners. "—“ made sinners- that is, I rented 
assueh." Ncwcomc. bcc vcr, la. note 1. 
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apostle's writings, that he delights in analogies and Ch. v. 
similitudes, some of which are carried to an extreme Ver * 1 J ‘ 
which may almost be considered as fanciful. Such, 
perhaps, is the allusion to the case of Abraham, in 
the preceding chapter; to that of Sarah and Hagar, 

Gal. iv. 21, and that of Melchisedek, Heb. vii., if 
that epistle was written by him; at any rate, these 
analogies are to be regarded as mere allusions and 
illustrations, and are not to be received as teaching 
abstruse and mysterious doctrines not to be found 
in other and plainer passages of the New Testa¬ 
ment. A parallel is here drawn between the case 
of Adam and that of Christ: both of them are re¬ 
presented as public persons whose conduct entailed 
important consequences upon all mankind. Adam 
was a transgressor, his sin was reckoned to all his 
posterity, so far that all became subject to the pu¬ 
nishment of death for his one transgression. Christ 
was a pattern of obedience; he devoted himself to 
death, and his obedience is so far reckoned to all 
mankind, that, through the free goodness of God, 
all who became transgressors by Adam’s fall are 
justified and made righteous by Christ’s one act of 
obedience ; the sentence of death is reversed, and 
all are restored to life, in circumstances far superior 
to those from which Adam fell. But it is observa¬ 
ble, that Christ, while performing this office, is ex¬ 
pressly called a man, and not a single hint is any 
where given that, in order to accomplish the work 
assigned him, it was at all necessary that he should 
be any thing more than a man; indeed had he been 
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Ch. v. a being of superior order, the parallel would not 
Ver ‘ have held. And though the blessings introduced 
by Christ are represented as far superior to those 
which were lost by Adam, yet this is not ascribed 
to the superior dignity of Christ, but to the free 
mercy of God. And it is further observable, that 
the blessings imparted by Christ are represented as 
extending to all, without exception, who are sufferers 
by Adam’s fall. 

Now all this may be very well understood as il¬ 
lustrating the great mercy of God in the gospel dis¬ 
pensation, which not only admits Jews and Gen¬ 
tiles to equal privileges, but which reveals the gra¬ 
cious purpose of God to raise all mankind from 
the grave, and to restore them to virtue, happiness, 
and immortality. But if we carry the analogy fur¬ 
ther and receive and understand the apostle literally, 
we soon find ourselves involved in inextricable dif¬ 
ficulties and absurdities ; the story of the Fall, as it 
stands in the book of Genesis, is a moral fable, and 
nothing else. Those who interpret it literally and 
who receive it as a fact, help out the story by the 
introduction of the devil, as an agent to inspire the 
serpent, of which Moses says not one word : thus 
they prop one fable bv another, and this they call 
believing the inspired scripture. But if the account 
of the Fall is mere allegory, which undoubtedly it 
is, the parallel of Christ with Adam must be consi¬ 
dered as an allegory likewise, and all the mysterious 
doctrines which have been deduced from the apostle’s 
parabolical language must fall to the ground. 
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5. The apostle concludes his argument by stat¬ 
ing, that though sin was multiplied by the intro* 
duction of the law, yet the grace of the gospel of 
Christ still prevailed against the most aggravated 
transgressions, ver. 20, 21. 

Now the law made a little entrance 1 that the 
offence might abound 2 : Imt where sin abounded , 
grace hath super abounded; that as sin hath reigned 
through death , so grace likewise might reign 
through justification unto eternal life*, by Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

It may perhaps be apprehended, that if one trans¬ 
gression of a law, sanctioned by the penalty of 
death, introduced so much mischief and misery into 
the world, that the interposition of divine mercy in 
the gospel was necessary to rectify it, the case of 
those who commit many transgressions under a si- 


1 Made a little entrance.] ‘rrapeHnjkQev, subintravit." Vulg. 
" entered in privily.'‘ Newcome. Gal. ii . 4 . See Locke and 
Doddridge. 

• That the offence might abound.] " no that offences abound¬ 
ed.” Newcome. iva. Tttewa.<n), so that the offence actually 
abounded : not that it was the design of the law to produce 
sin, but that sin was in fact the result. So iva 'rrbyf.wfy does 
not signify that the event in question was the object of the pro¬ 
phecy, but that the words of the prophecy were applicable to it. 
Matt. ii. 15 ; John xviii. 9, btc. to raocntToufia, ij < xuapria., the 
offence or fall: the sin Mr, Locke supposes to refer to that 
particular sin against which death was denounced by law. In 
paradise, death was the penalty of one transgression only : un¬ 
der the law it was the penalty of many offences ; but the grace 
of the gospel extends to the forgiveness of all: where the offence 
abounds, grace superabounds. 

* Justification to eternal life:] i. e. through the gospel; which 
is here called justification to eternal life, because it promises 
eternal life to those who believe. Comp. ver. 1 and ch. iv, ‘25. 
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cii. v. milar law must be utterly hopeless : but this is not 
Ve1, 21 ' a just conclusion. 

It is true that the law of Moses, which, like that 
given to Adam in paradise, passes sentence of death 
upon every transgression, was introduced into the 
world, but it was only for a short time, and ex¬ 
tended only to a single nation. In consequence 
of which, offences, like those of Adam, abounded; 
and it might naturally be feared that judgements 
would proportionably abound. But such was not 
the fact, for the gospel provides a remedy even for 
this aggravated case: where sin abounded, grace 
has superabounded. The mercy of the gospel 
reaches beyond all the transgressions of the law. 

That as sin has shown her malignity and her 
power by subjecting all mankind to death for the 
single offence of their first ancestor; so grace, the 
free unpurchased mercy of God, might exhibit its 
unbounded authority and universal empire by re¬ 
scuing from the power of death, and advancing to a 
happy and immortal life, all the miserable victims 
of the condemning sentence, whether of that law 
which was given to Adam, or of that which was de¬ 
clared by Moses; and this glorious deliverance is re¬ 
vealed to us by Jesus Christ, our honoured master, 
through whom both Jew and Gentile are blended in 
one happy community, in which all are regarded as 
justified who believe in Christ K 


1 The apostle’s language is thus beautifully paraphrased and 
expressed by I)r. Taylor : “ That as sin through the law has 
been set upon its throne by death, which is its power and do- 
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Upon this remarkable section we may reflect, rh. v. 
First, that the apostle most confidently teaches, Ver ’ 
that all mankind, Jew or Gentile, are equally the 
objects of divine favour under the gospel dispensa¬ 
tion, the great design of which is to rescue mankind 
from the grave, and to advance them to life, hap¬ 
piness, and immortality. 

Also, that his argument, if it proves any thing, 
proves that all, without exception, who have been 
sufferers by the Fall, shall be eventually raised to 
life and happiness. 

But as the account of the Fall is precarious, and 
cannot be received as an historic fact, so the ana¬ 
logical argument borrowed from it must be regard¬ 
ed as proportionably precarious ; and can only be 
considered as an illustration of the apostle’s doc¬ 
trine, which is no doubt true, and of divine au¬ 
thority, even though the argument by which it is 
here supported is only available as an illustration of 
the writer’s idea. 


minion over us so the Divine Grace might be placed upon 
its opposite and superior Throne through the gospel or grant 
of salvation unto eternal life, which grant of salvation is con¬ 
ferred through Jesus Christ our king and governour, and will 
be executed and completed by him.” 
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Ch. VI. THE GOSPEL CONTAINS THE MOST POWERFUL MO¬ 
TIVES TO REPENTANCE AND HOLINESS TO ALL 
WHO BELIEVE, WHETHER JEW Oil GENTILE. Ch. 
vi. 1,—viii. 11. 


Case L 

The gospel is efficacious for repentance and holi¬ 
ness in the believing Gentile. Ch. vi. 

And the train, of the apostle’s argument upon 
this subject is. First, that the heathen, by his pro¬ 
fession of faith in Christ, is risen to a new life ; 
and Secondly, that he has enlisted himself into a 
new service. 


SECTION I. 

The Gentile , by his profession of faith in Christ, 
has entered upon a new life, ver. 1 —11. 

In order to illustrate the obligation of the con¬ 
verted heathen to a life of universal holiness, the 
apostle carries on a comparison between the life, 
the death, the resurrection, the ascension, and the 
present state of Christ, and the condition of a con¬ 
verted heathen ; and without a close attention to 
this illustration, the apostle’s argument and phrase¬ 
ology will be misundeTstood. 
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The heathen, in his unconverted state, is com- Ch. VI. 
pared to Christ while fulfilling his personal mini¬ 
stry in the world. 

The heathen, by his conversion to the Christian 
faith, becomes dead to his former state, as Jesus 
did by his crucifixion. 

The convert from heathenism, being plunged 
into the water of baptism, becomes even buried to 
his former idolatry and vice, as Jesus Christ was 
buried when he was laid in the sepulchre. 

Y\"hen the converted heathen emerges from bap¬ 
tism he rises to a new life, a new state of existence, 
as Christ did when he rose from the grave. 

The connexion between the converted heathen 
and the idolatries and vices of his former state, b 
as completely dissolved as that between Jesus and 
hb enemies and persecutors since bis resurrection. 

And in particular the converted heathen b no 
more under the dominion of hb former criminal 
habits and affections, than Christ b now in the 
power of those wicked rulers and persecutors who 
condemned him to death. 

Also, the converted heathen, in his new state of 
existence, consecrates hb whole life to God, as 
Jesus has consecrated to God hb renewed exist¬ 
ence, since hb resurrection from the dead. 

And finally, it b as unreasonable that a convert¬ 
ed heathen should desire to return again to the 
follies and vices of beathenbm and idolatry, as it 
would be for Christ himself to desire to exchange 
the glory and felicity of hb present exalted state. 
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Ch. vi. for the mean and servile condition in which he 
passed the season of his public ministry. 

This is the train of ideas in the apostle’s mind ; 
it is not for us to inquire whether it is the most ac¬ 
curate and logical way of reasoning upon the sub¬ 
ject; at any rate it shows the apostle’s decided 
judgement, that no proselyte from heathen idolatry 
could be regarded as a proper member of the Chris¬ 
tian community who did not utterly renounce and 
disclaim all the vices of his heathen state, and yield 
himself up wholly to the service of God and the 
practice of universal virtue. With this clue the 
apostle’s argument will become perfectly intelli¬ 
gible. 


1. The apostle starts an objection which he im¬ 
mediately repels, ch. vi. 1, 2. 

Ver. 1. What shall we say then , Let ns continue 1 in sin 
2. that grace may abound? Far from it. We who 
are dead to sin , how shall we ami longer live in it? 

(j. d. I have shown that where sin abounded, grace 
and pardon have superabounded. This doctrine 
may indeed be misapprehended and perverted. The 
sensualist, who desires to enjoy the pleasures and to 
escape the condemnation of vice, may sav, If the 
grace of God is illustrated and magnified in propor¬ 
tion to the magnitude of the offence, vvliat should 
hinder me from indulging in sensual gratifications, 

1 Let us continue.'] eiripsyw^sv. Griesbach marks this as the 
most probable reading, though he does not receive it into his 
text. The common reading is “ shall we continue.” 
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that the display of mercy in my pardon and accep¬ 
tance may be more illustrious and wonderful ? But 
shall we, my friends, who are converts from hea¬ 
thenism, and who publicly profess the doctrine of 
Christ, adopt a mode of reasoning so disingenuous 
and disgraceful ? Far be the thought from us. 
With regard to our past heathen state, we are to 
all intents and purposes dead: dead to its supersti¬ 
tions, dead to its idol worship, dead to its impuri¬ 
ties, its follies, and its crimes. How can we who 
are thus dead to heathenism, live in the practice of 
heathen vices ? We can no more do it than a dead 
man can move and act as if he were alive. 

That the apostle in this chapter addresses the 
heathen only is evident, because, in the next, he 
particularly applies to those who are under the law; 
and this is one instance out of many in which the 
apostle uses the first person, though he is only 
speaking of converted heathen, a class to which he 
did not belong. Their conversion from heathen¬ 
ism to Christianity he describes as passing into a 
new state of existence, as death to an old, and re¬ 
surrection to a new life; by which bold and im¬ 
pressive figure he justly and beautifully indicates 
the wonderful change which took place in the 
views, the character, the hopes, and expectations 
of a heathen idolater when he became a convert to 
the Christian religion. 

2. The apostle observes, that converted heathen 
are, like Jesus Christ, dead and buried to their 


Ch. VI. 
Vcr. 2. 
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Ch. vi. former state, and raised again to a new state of 
existence, ver. 3—7. 

Ver. 3. Jl hat*. know ye not that as many of us as have 
been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized 
into his death ? 

Are you not aware that all of us who have made 
a public profession of our faith in Christ, have pro¬ 
fessed ourselves to he as completely extinct to the 
vices and idolatries of our heathen state, as Christ 
became dead to the world when he expired upon 
the cross ? 

4 . We arc therefore buried with him by this bap - 

tism into death , that as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father , so likewise we 
might walk in newness of life. 

The ceremony of immersion in the baptismal 
water indicates that we are, like Jesus, buried to 
our former state, so that vve have no more con¬ 
nexion with it than a dead body in the grave has 
with the living world. 

But the analogy may be carried still further : for 
as we soon rise from the baptismal water, as Jesus 
by the power of God was after a short interval raised 
from the grave, this implies, that we also are raised 
lilce him to a new state of existence by our profes¬ 
sion of the faith of Christ, and that we are to order 
our future conversation and course agreeably to the 
customs and manners of the new w-orld into which 
we are introduced. 

It seems probable that by the expression buried 
with him in baptism, the apostle alludes to immer- 
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sion as the general practice in that age and in those 
countries where bathing was frequent. But this by 
no means proves that immersion was the universal 
practice in the administration of the rite, especially 
as the word baptize is used in the New Testament, 
where nothing more is meant than pouring a little 
water upon the hands or feet of a guest previously 
to his taking his place at the table. See Mark vii. 4. 
Luke xi. 38 

Some learned men have translated the text thus, 
that as Christ was raised from the dead with a 
vino to the glory of the Father 2 : and this sense ad¬ 
mirably well suits the apostle’s design, which is to 
show that heathen are introduced into a Christian 
state with a view to the glory of God, that they 
may consecrate their new life wholly to hi» service. 
But though this is a sense which the words will bear, 
and which is supported by some very learned men, 
yet, as it is an unusual sense in this construction, 
I have adopted that which is most common. The 
apostle proceeds. 

For if we hate conformed 3 to the resemblance of 
his death , surely we shall also conform 4 to that of 

1 See Dels ham’s Plea for Infant Baptism, p. 60, Lett. t. 

* fine to the glory.] See Beza and G ratios in loc. Upon 
the same principle Dr. iArdner and Mr. Lindsey explain, Heb. 

L 2, l* b, “ with a view to whom God made the dispensations 
or tp*." See the note in the Improved Version. “ by the power 
of the Father.'* Wakefield. 

* Conformed.] rvwporu, planted together: hence it signifies a 
strict oonncdoa or resemblance between one thing and another. 
See RosenmaDer. “ It is here merely, par, simile*; and has no¬ 
thing to do with planting " Wakefield. 

VOL. I. K. 


Ch. VI. 
Ver. 4. 
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Ch. VI. his resurrection. Considering this , that our old 
ei ' man has been crucified with him, that the being of 
sin 1 might be destroyed, that we might no longer 
7 . be in slavery to sin : for he who is dead is set at 
liberty from sin 2 . 

If by our profession of faith in Christ we become 
dead like him to our former state, nothing can be 
more reasonable than that we should rise with him 
to a new and better state of existence. This may 
be illustrated by a similitude: Our former selves, 
in our heathen state, were slaves to the tyranny of 
idolatry and sin ; this heathen self is now crucified 
as Christ was, and by this crucifixion we are become 
dead to sin and sin to us : all connexion between 
us is totally dissolved. For as when the slave is 
dead slavery ceaseth, so the heathen man, the for¬ 
mer self, being crucified and dead, heathenism and 
its concomitant vices can no longer pretend to do¬ 
mineer over us. The present man, the new self, is 
at perfect liberty from the old intolerable yoke. 

3. Believers in Christ are, like him after he was 
raised, to remain in the new state of existence into 
which they are introduced, and ought not to return 
back to their former state, ver. 8 — 11 . 


* Surely, & c.] “ a\\a,profecto,utique" Rosenmuller. “eo-Ofxe- 
Qa, esse debemus: ut, rt Troir^ouBv, Luke iii. 14.” Rosenmuller. 
Wakefield says it has the force of an imperative, as Matt. v. ult. 

1 Being of sin.] Or. “ body of sin,” that is, sin itself. 

9 Is sel at liberty.] “ $e$i>io.iu)7ou‘ literally, is justified ; but 
as justification expresses deliverance, so to he justified is to be 
delivered ." Taylor. Comp, ver, 13. 
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And we believe , that if we are dead with Christy Ch. vi. 

Ver 8 

we should also live 3 with him. 

If we acknowledge that by our baptismal profes¬ 
sion we symbolize a death with Christ, we ought 
also to admit, that we are to resemble him in his 
renewed life as well as in his death. 

Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead 9 . 

dieth no more, death hath no more dominion over 
him (for when he died 4 unto sin , he died once for 10. 

all ; but now he liveth, he liveth unto God): so like - 11. 

wise ye account yourselves to be dead indeed unto 
sin, but alive unto God in Christ Jesus 5 . 

Having been taught, as the fundamental principle 
of the doctrine of Christ, that our great prophet was 
raised from the dead to an immortal life, so that he 
can never again become subject to mortality (for 
haring once died to his original state of frailty and 
suffering, he has suffered death once for all, without 
being ever subject to a repetition of the stroke, and 
being raised to life by the power of God, he dedi¬ 
cates his renewed and continually supported life to 
tbe glory of God), do ye therefore imitate his great 
example. Regard yourselves as wholly dead to your 
former heathen state and vicious practices, but as 


* We thnmld ahro /rev?.} ttfaraftev, the Hebrew future, which 
npreww fitness as well as futurity. See ver. 5, and Rosen- 
■raHer * note. “ we cannot but think and believe that we should 
lead a tfe conformable to his/' Locke. See Wakefield. 

* he died.] So Wakefield. “ 'O yai tnrzfayE, 'O pro 
Kaf i, qmaatvm attmet, quod attinet ad” Rosenmuller. 

1 la GbidJnu.] The received text a dda, “ our Lord;” bat 
these wwk are wanting in the best MSS. and are omitted by' 
Gnesharb. 

K 2 
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Ver.li. 


enjoying a new life through your profession of the 
Christian religion, which new life you are deter¬ 
mined, like Christ, to consecrate to the sendee of 
Gcd. 

Observe here that Christ is said to die to sin, 
and the Roman converts are exhorted to consider 
themselves as also dead unto sin. It is plain, 
therefore, that the apostle does not mean to say 
that either Christ, or they, died as an expiation for 
the sins of others. The apostle plainly means, that 
each of the parties was dead to their former state, 
which state he calls sin; and by sin, as applied to 
converted heathen, he evidently intends thtir ori¬ 
ginal state of idolatry and vice. As applied to 
Christ, it perhaps expresses that state of frailty and 
suffering to which our Lord was exposed during his 
personal ministry, sin and suffering being regarded 
by the Jews almost as convertible terms ; or, it may 
express a state in which he was persecuted by sin¬ 
ners, by Jews and Gentiles, by rulers, priests and 
people, by whom be was charged with sin and 
treated as an offender. 

SECTION II. 

The heathen convert , by his profession of faith in 

Christ, is enlisted into a new service. Ch. vi. 

12 to the end . 

1. The apostle exhorts the converted heathen, 
in their renewed state of existence, to give them- 
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selves up to the service of God, and not of sin, 
ver. 12—14. 

Let not sin therefore reign in your dead person 
so as to obey it. 

Your heuthen self is dead; do not act in your 
new und Christian state as if this dead body were 
revived, und re-animated by sin, and had returned 
to its former servitude. In other words, professing 
to be disciples of Christ, do not relapse into the 
vices of your heathen stute. 

A either present your (todies 2 to sin as instru - 
meats of unrighteousness , hut present your seines 
to (tod as alive from the dead , and your bodies to 
(iod as instruments of right eo us ness . 

You are not now to live as in your former hea¬ 
then state: do not then give yourselves up to the 
practice of vice, as you did when yon served your 
old master sin ; but, us those who have been raised 
to u new life, offer yourselves to your new muster, 
to God, and consecrate all your powers to him, 
and to a life of virtue in obedience to his will. 

For sin must not eaerei.se dominion :J over you : 
for you are not wider the lam , (tut under grave L 

1 In your dead ponton.'] See Wakefield : q.d. in yonr dead 
Helves. Set* ver. J I. The received text adds at thread of the 
verwe, the words “ in the lusts thereof," which are omitted by 
(irieslmeh on good authority. tf It is nerenHury," says Mr. 
Locke, “ to hear in mind through this and the Hiieeeedin^ chap- 
ter, that win is here spoken of as a person ntrivin^ with men 
lor the mastery over them to destroy them.” 

* <»r. “ members." See VVoihU^’h TnuiHlution. t( ra 
idem dotutant. tfuodra <ru)fj,a, ver. 12." ltoHcnmuller. 

J hin must not, #c.] So Wukclield, y Kvpttvval. See ver. 8. 


Oh. VI 


Ver. 12. 
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Ch. VI. You are now under a dispensation of mercy, and 
Ver * 14 ‘ not of terror ; it would therefore be peculiarly un¬ 
becoming and ungrateful in you to sin against so 
much mercy and forbearance. 

2. The apostle expostulates and appeals to their 
own feelings as to the disingenuousness of such a 
conduct, ver. 15. 

15. IVhat then ? shall we continue in sin 1 because 
we are not under the law, but under grace ? Far 
from it. 

Reflect: put the question to yourselves. The 
law condemns, the gospel forgives; shall not grati¬ 
tude operate more powerfully than terror ? Shall 
we abuse the mercy of God because he is unwilling 
to execute justice ? Surely, we spurn the thought 
of such base and unworthy behaviour. 

3. The apostle expresses his satisfaction, that 
having quitted the service of sin they had entered 
themselves as the servants of righteousness, ver. 
16—18. 

16. Knoiu ye not, that to whomsoever ye present 
yourselves to yield obedience, ijc arc the slaves of 
him whom you obey, whether of sin unto death or 
of obedience unto justification? 

4 Grnc< ',] i. e. the gospel, a dispensation of mercy, as distin¬ 
guished from law : in this connexion the technical word grace, 
seems preferable to the modern term favour. 

1 Continue in sin.] diiapry^o^ev. “ can any so far mistake 

this happy dispensation as to make it a reason for continuing 
in a sinful course?” Taylor. 
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Hi* assured it is no light mutter wliut muster you 
choose, whether sin or righteousness; for us is the 
muster such will he the service, mid such the wages 
und the reward. If you choose sin us your muster, 
you will live in the practice of vice; und death, ruin 
here, und misery hereafter, will he your reward : 
hut if righteousness be your master, you will live 
in obedience to the will of (iod ; and pardon, pence, 
und fund happiness, will he your portion. You 
will be entitled to all the privileges and promises 
of the gospel both here and hereafter. 

Hut thank* be to (tod, that having hern the 
xfares of sin you have now obeyed' 1 from the heart 
the mould of doctrine into which you were deli¬ 
vered. 


rii. vi. 

Vu\ Ifi. 


17 . 


Hut, though 1 speak hypothetically, I thunk God 
yon have not now your choice to make. In your 
late heathen state you were indeed slaves to idola¬ 
try and vice: you are now totally changed. You 
have been east into the mould of the gospel, und 
you have tuken a fair impression of the sucred die; 
you hear the image of Christ; and the inscription 
is holiness and universal virtue. 

Having then been set at liberty from sin, ye arc 
become the slaves of righteousness . 


18 . 


* Some good copies omit, sis SavizTov, lodeulh. See (Irieslmeh. 

0 Thunks, ftr.] (ir. “ l,hunks be to (iod that ye were llu* slaves 
of sin, but ye have obeyed,” &r. The apostle's meaning is ob¬ 
vious : the* allusion is to the molting of metal, und casting it 
into a die or mould to receive a new impression. See Taylor 
and Doddridge, thunks “ that though .: ye were, Kce. yvl ye have 
obeyed." Neweoinc. 



136 Part II. Case I. ROMANS. Sect. II. 3, 4. 

Ch. Vi. Though you have renounced the tyranny of sin, 
you do not profess to be wholly without restraint; 
but in your new state of existence you have bound 
yourselves to a new master, even righteousness, 
and have covenanted to submit to the laws and re¬ 
gulations of the community of which you are now 
members. 

4, The apostle, apologizing for his figurative 
language, urges them to be as obedient to their 
new master, as they formerly had been to their old 
tyrant, ver. 19. 

15. I speak familiarly because of the infirmity of 

your nature 1 . As you have presented yourselves 2 3 
as slaves to impurity and to iniquity t to practise 
iniquity; so now , present yourselves as slaves to 
righteousness, to practise holiness. 

I use the familiar comparison of a slave chang¬ 
ing his master, that you may more easily compre¬ 
hend a subject which must be new and difficult to 
those who have been educated in the practice of 
heathenism, and who can hardly form a correct 
conception of that total change which their new 
profession requires. When a slave becomes the 


1 I speak familiarly] So Wakefield. “ avOpwirtvov \eyca, 

after the manner of men, humane more, lotpii, populariter, as 
opposed to the elevated language of poetry, or the subtlety and 
obscurity of philosophers.” Rosenmuller, who gives instances 
of this use of the phrase. “ because of the infirmity of your 
nature. Infirmitas, haudraro usurpatur de intellect us tarditate." 
Rosenmuller. 

3 PowrA’eZue.i.] Or. (t ra juceA r tf your members, pro saury?, 
yourselves, all your powers.” Rosenmuller. See vcr. 13. 
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property of another, his former muster, ns you arc oil. vr. 
well apprized, loses all his authority, and all his ' L, ‘ 1!> * 
powers are engaged to the service of his new pro¬ 
prietor. Upon the same principle, As in your hea¬ 
then state you devoted yourselves to the service of 
your impure idolatries, so ns to commit nil manner 
of evil without remorse, and even as an act of re¬ 
spect and homage to your obscene deities; so now, 
being redeemed and set at liberty from your former 
tyrant,, and having been purchased by another mas¬ 
ter, net agreeably and to your present condition, 
and yield un obedience as entire to your new pro¬ 
prietor, righteousness, and perforin the duties of 
holiness and the works of virtue, under the domi¬ 
nion of the gospel, with as much zeal and activity 
as ever you obeyed the authority of sin. 


5. The apostle enforces his exhortation by the 
consideration of the diUcrcnt nature and issue of 
the service which they have forsaken, ami that to 
which they are now engaged, vcr. ’20—2*2. 

For when ye were slums of sin, ye were at liberty LU 

from righteousness. 

You could not serve two opposite musters at the 
same time; you could not be heathen and Christians 
both at once. The words siti and righteousness here, 
and in many parts of this epistle, express heathenism 
with its crimes, and the gospel with its blessings. 

If'hat fruit, then hud ye at that time from the 
tilings of which you are now ashamed? More - i»l, 
on r, the end of those things is death. 
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Ch. vi. You now see the idolatry and the sinfulness of 
Ver ’ 21 * your heathen state in their proper light; you blush 
to recollect the folly of your worship and the disso¬ 
luteness of your character; and did you then at the 
time derive any advantage or gratification from the 
practice of vice, which you can now regard as any 
thing like an adequate compensation for this gross 
self-degradation P And when it is considered that 
such conduct must eventually terminate in final 
ruin, what folly can be greater than that of persist¬ 
ing in a bondage so odious and oppressive ? 

22. But now , being set free from sin and become 
slaves of God , ye have your fruit unto holiness, and 
the end everlasting life . 

If the question be now asked, What are the fruits 
of your present profession ? what are the advan¬ 
tages of the service of God to which by your re¬ 
nunciation of idolatry and the profession of faith 
in Christ you have bound yourselves by the closest 
ties? the answer is ready, and there is nothing of 
which you need to be ashamed. The proper busi¬ 
ness of your present engagement is the practice of 
universal virtue; its immediate recompense, the 
unspeakable peace which results from it; and its 
ultimate reward is a resurrection to everlasting life 
and happiness. 

6. The apostle concludes with a brief and im¬ 
pressive summary of the argument, ver. 23. 

23. For the ivages of sin is death; but the free gift of 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord, is eternal life . 
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And, to bring the argument to a close, what I 
desire to impress upon the mind of the Gentile be¬ 
liever is, that the idolatries and crimes of a heathen 
state necessarily lead to condign punishment: if sin 
is the master, death will be the wages : death both 
here and hereafter, whatever may be implied in the 
terrible denunciation. 

Widely different will be the lot of those who 
bind themselves to the service of God, and who 
faithfully adhere to the terms of their new cove¬ 
nant. They can indeed make no claim upon their 
Maker upon the ground of merit and of right; all 
have sinned, and all must plead guilty. What they 
receive is the gift of free, unmerited, unpurchased 
goodness; and this gift, this free and gracious pro¬ 
mise, which has been revealed to us by Jesus 
Christ, our honoured master and revered instruc¬ 
tor, this divine gift, is nothing less than everlasting 
life, a resurrection from the grave to a glorious, a 
happy, and an immortal existence. 

Such is the apostle’s argument with the Gentile 
converts to prove, that though the privileges of the 
gospel are offered to all with the most perfect free¬ 
dom, without regard to antecedent merit, and with¬ 
out subjection to the yoke of the ceremonial law, 
the Christian religion, nevertheless, lays its profes¬ 
sors under the strongest obligations to the practice 
of virtue in all its branches, without which, their 
faith will be of no avail. 


Ch. VI. 
Ver. 23. 



140 Part II. Case II. ROMANS. 


Sect. I. 


Case II. 

Ch. vii. The profession of the Christian doctrine efficacious 
for the sanctification of the converted Jew. Ch. 
vii. 1,—viii. 17. 

Under this head, the apostle first assures the be¬ 
lieving Jew, that he is at perfect liberty to become 
a disciple of Christ, ch. vii. 1—4. II. He briefly 
sketches the case of a Jew under the law and un¬ 
der the gospel, ver. 5, 6. III. He describes at large 
the wretched situation of the awakened Jew, ver. 
7—25. IV. He shows in what way the gospel 
operates to release believers from the condemning 
sentence of the law, and illustrates the opposite 
practical influence of the law and gospel. Ch. viii. 

1—17. 


SECTION I. 

The apostle asserts the absolute freedom of the 
believing Jeiv from the yoke of the ceremonial 
Law. Ch. vii. 1—4. 

Ver. 1. Know ye not, brethren, for /now speak to those 
who know the Law , that the Law ruleth over a 
man so long as it liveth J ? 


1 As it liveth '.] “ as long as it is in force.” Wakefield. Dr. 
Doddridge very justly observes, that “ it would be contrary to 
the apostle’s design to suppose the sense of this to be, as our 
translation renders it, as long as he liveth, for the apostle pro- 
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Tin* apostle had hitherto been addressing the 
converted Gentiles, who were strangers to the law 
of Moses. lie now turns to the believing Jew, 
who knew the law, who was firmly attached to it, 
and strongly inclined to combine the ritual of Moses 
with the doctrine of Christ. With regard to the 
Hebrew Christians who resided in Judea while the 
temple was standing and the Jewish polity conti¬ 
nued, they were permitted, perhaps even enjoined, 
to comply with the rites of the; Mosaic Law, which 
indeed constituted a portion of the political code of 
the country. Jlut Jewish believers who resided in 
foreign parts, as for example at Antioch, at Corinth* 
or at Home, were entirely emancipated from this 
yoke, could they have divested themselves so far of 
their early prejudices, us to have acknowledged and 
enjoyed their Christian liberty. Hut in general they 
were too zealously attached to the rites of Moses to 
be willing to renounce their authority ; and so long 
as they did not impose them upon their Gentile 
brethren, their prepossessions were treated by the 
apostle with great lenity and indulgence. 

In the beginning of this chapter, the design of 
the apostle is to state, in language as inoffensive as 
possible, the complete abrogation of the law of 
Moses, and the entire emancipation of Christian 
believers from its authority: which he describes as 
the dissolution of the marriage contract by the de¬ 
cease of one of the parties. 

fi'SHodly endeavours to prove that they had outlived their obli¬ 
gations to the law.” 


(Mi. VII. 
Vor. I. 
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Ch. vii. q. d. Having lived under the law, you under- 
er ' ‘ stand the nature of a law, that the obligation of 
its authority continues till the law itself is repealed, 
and no longer. 

2. For the married woman is hound hi) law to her 
husband while he is alive: hut if the husband he 
dead) she is discharged from the law of her hus- 

3. band. If therefore she becomes the wife of another 
man , while her husband is living , she is called 
an adultci'ess; but if her husband be dead , she is 
set at liberty from the law , so as to be no adulteress 

4 though she be married to another husband. And 
thus x , my brethren, ye also are become dead to the 
law 1 2 by the person of Christ; that ye might be 
married to another , even to him who was raised 
from the dead, that we 3 might bring forth fruit 
unto God 4 . 

It is worthy of observation that the apostle had 
represented the Gentiles, antecedent to their con- 

1 " 'flrs for Oiirwf.” Rosenmuller. u It is used in compari¬ 
son for nt, sic, as, so.” Taylor. 

9 Ye arc become dead to the law.'] “ For the law is become 
dead to you. A hypallage like that Date classibus aitslros, Set 
the winds to the fleet. Bv this manner of expression the pre¬ 
judice of the Jew is favoured, who might have been disgusted 
if the apostle had said the law was dead ; and yet the sense is 
the same, because the relation is dissolved, which soever of the 
parties be dead.” Taylor. 

9 That ivc might.] The apostle here changes the person, and 
joins himself with the believing Jews, in order, as Mr. Locke ob¬ 
serves, to press his argument more strongly. 

4 Bring forth fruit unto God.] “ and therefore the fruit which 
the gospel produces is living, and shall live for ever; but the 
fruit of sin under the law is us I may say still-born, is fruit 
unto death.” Taylor. 
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version, as in a state of bondage : they were slaves Ch. vil 
to idolatry and vice; bat by their profession of the 4 
Christian religion they had become free men, they 
were translated to the service of God; their duty 
was to practise virtue, and their portion everlasting 
life. But of the Jews who had lived under a di¬ 
vine dispensation he speaks with more respect. He 
represents them in their prior state as sustaining 
the relation of a wife to a husband, as in a state of 
affectionate subjection, not of cruel bondage. 

Attached as the Jews were to the law of Moses, 
they would naturally regard an abandonment of 
this law as an act of disloyalty and ingratitude to 
God who gave it. This objection the apostle obvi¬ 
ates by representing the law to which they had been 
wedded, and which it would have been highly cri¬ 
minal to have abandoned till it was repealed, as 
now dead in consequence of the mission of Christ, 
who had been authorized to introduce a new dis¬ 
pensation. Under these circumstances, to give up 
their connexion with the law, and to embrace the 
Christian profession, was no more criminal than it 
is in a woman to marry a second husband when the 
first husband i9 dead. 

To avoid, however, the harsh and offensive ex¬ 
pression that the law was dead, which might have 
alarmed the prejudices of his Jewish readers, he 
says, with a considerable degree of verbal inaccu¬ 
racy, but with an obvious and very intelligible 
meaning. Ye are dead to the law ; that is. The law, 
your first husband, is dead to you. 
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By the body , or person of Christ ; that is, by 
Christ himself, who by dying upon the cross abo¬ 
lished the law, which was crucified with him and 
rose no more. But Christ himself rose, and takes 
the place of the law: to him, that is, to his gospel, 
we are now wedded; and the design of this new 
and blessed connexion is, that we should produce 
those fruits of holiness in heart and life which God 
will approve and accept. 

SECTION II. 

The apostle briefly sketches the two cases of a Jew 
under the law and a Jew under the gospel, ver. 
5, 6. 

For when we toere in the fleshsinful passions 
occasioned by the law 1 2 operated in us , so as to 
bring forth fruit unto death. But now 3 4 , being 
deadly we are discharged from the law by which 


1 In the flesh,] i. e. under the law. See Rosenmuller, and 

Thcodorct as quoted by him. Release from this stale is de¬ 
scribed in the next verse as being discharged from the law. 

3 Occasioned by the law. ] ra ihat r« vop a, see ver. 8, II, 
where he explains his meaning more at large. To bring forth 
fruit, see ver. 4. While wedded to the law sin was the fruit, 
and death the consequence. Operated in us. Gr. “ our mem¬ 
bers,” i. e. ourselves. 

3 But now,] i. e. under the gospel: so now is frequently used, 
Rom. iii. 21, v. 9, 11, and many other texts which Dr. Taylor 
cites in his note, and which he thinks may prove a key to these 
and some other texts. 

4 Being dead.] ccrodayovTsf. This is the reading of the Alex¬ 
andrine and Ephrem MSS. and adopted by Griesbach. The 
received text reads airoSayoyrof, that being dead, viz. the law. 
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ter were bound, so that we may serve 5 according 
to the new spirit , and not to the old letter . 

I am addressing myself to those who, having 
been educated under the discipline of the law of 
Moses, are now believers in the doctrine of Christ. 
These will not deny that the tendency of a dis¬ 
pensation which denounces death without mercy 
upon every transgression, by driving sinners to de¬ 
spair, tempts them to run headlong on in a course 
of sin, the inevitable consequence of which is death; 
and we ourselves have probably felt the force of the 
temptation. But now, this dangerous connexion 
with the law being dissolved and totally abolished 
by the death of one of the parties, we are at full 
liberty to enter into a new service, upon new terms, 
and to bind ourselves to a master who will not ex¬ 
act the rigorous conditions of our former tyrant, 
but will accept our sincere though imperfect obe¬ 
dience. 


which is indeed the apostle's idea j but to avoid offence he here, 
as in verse 4, represents believers as the dead party, though 
his meaning obviously Ls, that the law, the first husband or mas¬ 
ter, being dear!, the survivor is at liberty to enter into a new 
connexion. 

9 Serve ] God, or righteousness, i. e. our new master, accord¬ 
ing to the new spirit, Gr. “ in newness of spirit,” bcc. i. e. agree¬ 
ably to the liberal spirit of the new dispensation, and not to 
the sen ile spirit of the old letter, the dispensation which re¬ 
quired a literal compliance with every precept under the hea¬ 
viest penalties. 


Ch. VII. 
Ver. f>. 


Vtil.. I. 


L 
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SECTION III. 

Cii. VII. The apostle describes at large the miserable situa¬ 
tion of the awakened Jew, ver. 7—25. 

And for the illustration of this subject he makes 
use of a bold prosopopoeia, or supposition of ficti¬ 
tious persons, in order to describe the situation of a 
Jew who, not having heard the tidings of the go¬ 
spel, is just awakened to a sense of the danger and 
misery of his condition under the law ; and for 
this purpose he introduces no less than five allego¬ 
rical figures, to each of which he assigns a pecu¬ 
liar character and office. 

The first is Mind, the understanding, the princi¬ 
ple of virtue, which always discerns and approves 
what is right. 

Secondly, Flesh, passion, irregular affections and 
desires, the tendency of which is to lead the mind 
astray ; with which, however, Mind lived in har¬ 
mony till the appearance of a Third person, viz. 

Law, the law of Sinai, which reveals to Mind 
the criminality of all exorbitant affection and de¬ 
sire, which pronounces sentence of death upon every 
transgression, and allows no hope of pardon and no 
encouragement to repentance. ^ 

The Fourth personage is Sin, the inveterate ene- 
* 

my of Mind, continually aiming at its destruction ; 
which, nevertheless, before the appearance of Law 
was in a dormant state, but which, taking advantage 
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of the discoveries, and of the inexorable nature of 
Law, enters intp an alliance with Flesh, i. e. the 
passions, makes war upon Mind, takes it prisoner, 
and reduces it to a state of the most abject, hope¬ 
less, and miserable servitude, from which wretched 
and dangerous state it is at last delivered by the in¬ 
terposition of a Fifth person, viz. 

Grace, the gift of God through Jesus Christ, the 
gospel dispensation, which, by proclaiming the joy¬ 
ful tidings of forgiveness, revives the spirits of Mind, 
animates her to renew the contest, and finally gives 
her a complete victory over sin and death. 

From the seventh verse to the twentieth, the 
Mind, in a soliloquy, represents and laments over 
its own wretched situation. In the remainder of 
the chapter, the Jew in person describes his misery 
and his danger, and the seasonable and effectual in¬ 
terposition of Grace, or the gospel, for his relief. 

1. The apostle introduces Mind, that is, the ra¬ 
tional and voluntary powers, as a person complain¬ 
ing of insupportable bondage, but previously ac¬ 
knowledging the purity of the law which first made 
known the guilt of evil affections, ver. 7. 

Hhat then shall we say ? Is the law sin ? By 
no means. Nay , I had not knr/wn sin 1 hut through 

1 I katl not knoirn tin.] Mr. Locke remarks, “ that the skill 
which the apostle use* in dexterously avoiding to give offence 
to the Jew* is very visible in the word I, in this place. In the 
beginning of the chapter, where he mentions their knowledge 
ot the law, be says ye. In the fourth verse he joins himself 
with them, and savs tre. But here and to the end of the chap- 

L 2 
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Ch. VII. 


Ver. 7 - 
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Ch. vii. the law. For l had ?tot known evil desire to be 
Ver - '■ sin, if the law had not said Thou shall not desire 1 . 

When I say that evil affections were occasioned 
by the law, will any one suspect that I mean to 
charge the law of God as directly commanding vice? 
Nothing could be further from my intention. The 
law, in fact, only made known to me the nature and 
extent of the divine requisitions: for I should not 
have known that criminality attached to the affec- 
tions, as unconnected with external actions, had 
not irregular desires been the object of an express 
prohibition. 

'2. Mind complains that Sin, her great enemy, 
taking advantage of the rigour of Law, roused the 


ter, where he represents the power of sin and the inability of 
the law to subdue it, he leaves them out, and speaks altogether 
in the first person, though it is plain he means all those who 
were under the law.” See also ch. iii. 7. Dr. Taylor adds, “ we 
may here observe another stroke of honest art, which appears 
to me still more masterly, and that is Ids demonstrating the 
insufficiency of law under colour of vindicating it.” The fact 
however is, that this extreme caution of giving offence throws 
an almost impenetrable obscurity over the apostle’s style, which 
is indeed abundantly compensated by exhibiting the liberality 
of his mind, and by the evidence which it affords of the anti¬ 
quity and genuineness of the apostolic writings. No one, al ter 
the apostolic age, would have thought it worth while to have 
treated the Jewish prejudices with so much ceremony and in¬ 
dulgence. 

1 Shalt not desire ,] i. r. Thou shall not allow evil desire 
This is plainly the meaning of e’lriQi'W'jsis in this connexion. 
The word “'covet” does not convey the true sense, being com¬ 
monly limited to the desire of property. “ I had not known 
the guilt of desire, unless the law had said Thou shalt not de¬ 
sire.” Nevvcome. It was the doctrine of the Pharisees, that 
desire is not criminal if it does not proceed to overt acts. 
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dormant passions, and reduced her to a state of Ch. vii. 
pollution and condemnation, ver. 8—11. 

But sin, taking advantage 2 by the precept, pro - Ver. 8. 
dueed in me every kind of evil desire . 

It was not law which did the mischief, but sin, 
which availed itself of the prohibitions of the law 
to excite those very passions which the law forbid. 

For before the law 3 sin was dead, and before 0. 
the law I was once alive. But when the precept 
came , sin came to life , and / died. 

Before I studied the law and became apprized of 
its extent and rigour, I went on quietly, without any 
tormenting consciousness of guilt, or temptation to 
sin ; I thought well of my own state : but when I 
understood the strictness of the law, and saw that 
I was already exposed to its condemnation, sin told 
me I could not be worse let me do what I would, 
and by this means it acquired an entire ascendancy 
over me and annihilated all resistance. 

And the precept which was given for life, itself 10. 
proved to be for death. For sin taking advantage li. 
by the precept deceived me, and by it sleiv me. 

The consequence was, that the very law to the 

* Advantage,] not opportunity merely. Sin used the law as 
an active and powerful instrument to attain its end. “ Atpapfiy, 
omnem apparatum subsidiarym ad aliquant rem perficiendam ne- 
ceuanorum." Schleusner. “ Nitimur in vetiium semper, cupi- 
musque negata." Ovid. 

* Before the law.] Gr. “ without the law/’ i. e. before I paid 
attention to it; but when the precept came, i. e. came to mind, 
when I considered it and gave attention to it. It is to be re¬ 
membered that the apostle is not here speaking in his own per¬ 
son, but in that of an awakened Jew, who thus describes his 
own fee lines. See Koscnmullcr. 
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Ch. vn. observance of which was annexed the promise of 
Vei * ’ life, and which if I had obeyed it would have re¬ 
warded my obedience with life and happiness, was 
eventually a sentence of condemnation. For sin, 
deceiving me into the belief that I could not be 
worse than I was, and that the precept was imprac¬ 
ticable, availed itself of the very discoveries of the 
law to seal and aggravate my condemnation. 

3. This unhappy condition to which Mind is 
brought by no means derogates from the excellence 
of Law, but only serves to demonstrate the malig¬ 
nity of Sin, ver. 12, 13. 

So then , the law is holy , and the precept is holy , 
and just , and good. 

I mean no reflection upon the Mosaic law, it 
was well calculated to answer its purpose of sepa¬ 
rating the descendants of Abraham from the rest 
of mankind ; and the particular precept which im¬ 
poses restraint upon evil desire is a most reasonable 
injunction, and if it were obeyed would be produc¬ 
tive of unspeakable benefit, 

13. Did then that which is good become death to me? 
By no means: but sin only h So that sin appear¬ 
ed working death in me by that which is good; so 
that , through the precept , sin became exceedingly 
sinful . 

Law was perfectly innocent; law only delivered 
the precept, and declared the penalty. Sin was the 

1 Pud sin only.'] 1 follow the punctualion ol' Griesbach. See 
Now-romi-Vs inner martin. 
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sole cause of the mischief done, and herein sin ex- Ch. vn. 
hibited her own peculiar malignity, in converting V<1, l ' 1, 
that which was in itself excellent, which was in¬ 
tended as a rule of life, and which if obeyed would 
have given a title to life, into an instrument of 
death. 

4. Mind continues to enlarge upon its own de¬ 
plorable condition, as the helpless miserable slave 
of Sin, whose organ it is compelled to be, without 
a possibility of successful resistance, ver. 14—20. 

For I know that the law is spiritual; but I am m. 
carnal\ sold to sin . 

It is of great consequence to recollect that the 
apostle is not speaking in his own person, but in 
that of a Jew under the law ; who, being awakened 
to a sense of the evil of sin and a desire to forsake 
it, is thrown into despair, and hardened in guilt, by 
the unrelenting severity of the law. In this affect¬ 
ing soliloquy the understanding is stating and la¬ 
menting her cruel fate. q. d. 

I am now clearly convinced that the law was not 
given merely to regulate men’s external actions, 
but to govern their affections and their thoughts; 
whereas my affections are debased, and evil habits 
domineer over me as much as if I had been actually 
sold as a slave to vice. 

For what / do, I knmv not 2 : for what I would , 15 , 

that 1 do not practise; but what I hate, that I do. 


* / know not.'] a yivwTKU), i. a. iih some understand it, “ I 
approve not.” See Hos. viii. I 5 Mutt. vii. ‘23 : or us others. 
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Ch. vii. I am no longer under my own direction, nor 
Ver ‘ 15 ' subject to my own choice and approbation; I know 
not what I shall be driven to next; the tyrant to 
whom I am in bondage compels me to service which 
I disapprove and hate, and will not permit me to 
follow the dictates of my own understanding and 
will. 

1 G. But if I do that which I do not will, I assent 

17 . to the law (hat it is excellent. Now then it is no 
longer I that do it, but sin which dwclleth in me. 

Being thus irresistibly urged on to commit the 
wickedness which I abhor, I bear my testimony to 
the excellence of the law which I am thus driven 
to transgress, and can hardly be said to be more 
accountable for my conduct, when thus impelled 
by the tyrant sin which occupies my active powers, 
than the poor demoniac is when he is possessed 
and hurried into acts of violence by an evil spirit. 

18 . For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, 
dwclleth no good: for to will is present with me, 
but / find no ability 1 to perform that which is 
good. 

Such is the opposition between the understand¬ 
ing and the affections. I know well that in my 
inferior self, in the appetites and passions, there is 
always a tendency to excess; and in my present 
state, while under the law, they bear the sway. 

“ I do not understand,” inscius et incitus facio. I am a slave 
no longer under my own direction. See Rosenmidler. 

1 I find mo ability.] “ tv pursue, ml perpetrate rectum non 

to I co: EvpurKtr/, assequi posse." Roscumuller. 
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My best self, my understanding, enlightened by Ch.vir. 
the law, is desirous to keep the commandment of u ’ 
God ; but the inferior powers prevail, and I am ut¬ 
terly unable to pursue the course which my best 
powers dictate and approve as the most excellent. 

In this passage the Jew himself appears to be the 
speaker, the apostle not being solicitous to adhere 
strictly to his personification. 

For I do not the good 1 would; hut the evil l!>. 

which I would not , that I practise . Now if I do '20, 

that which l would not do , it is no longer I that 
perform it y but sin which dwelleth in me. 

This may still be considered as the language of 
the Jew. I desire to obey the law, but I am not 
able; I desire to avoid transgression, but am con¬ 
tinually impelled into it. Reason and virtue arc 
dethroned ; Sin has taken possession of my active 
powers, and I am no longer my own master ; Sin 
domineers over me as the possessing spirit drives 
and agitates the wretched demoniac. 

5. The Jew, in his own person, now proceeds 
to express the miserable conflict which took place 
in his mind while he remained subject to the law, 
till the mercy of God in the gospel administered re¬ 
lief, ver. 21—25. 

I find therefore this law for vie 2 when desirous 21. 
to do what is right, that evil adheres 3 to me . 

• This law far me] “ Dictamen dir ere possis propter ali¬ 
quant rum legibus similitudinem lioscnmullcr. 

3 Adheres to me] “ UapzKeiTzc sc. a latere, adlurrcrc." 
HosemnuHor. 
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Ch. vii. I experience, says the enlightened and awakened 
' er, ~ 1, Jew, this melancholy fact, that it is become a sort 
of law in the moral constitution of my mind, that 
to the perception of moral excellence, and a desire 
to practise duty, are invariably conjoined vicious 
affections and a wicked life. 

22 . For 1 delight in the law of God after the in - 

23. ward man: but I perceive another law in my mem¬ 
bers , making war against the law of my mind , and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which 

24. is in my members. O wretched me 1 ! who shall 

deliver jne from this dead body 2 ? 

I have one self, says the unhappy Jew here per¬ 
sonated, my inward man, my reason and my judge¬ 
ment, which approves the law of God and delights 
in the practice of it. But I have another self, the 
law of the members, the appetites and passions 
which are continually waging war with my better 
self, which bring my reason into captivity to my 
inferior powers, and which bind me as a slave to 
vice and folly; I am tied to this carnal self as to 

1 O wretched me /] So Newcome. Gr. “ O wretched man I.’* 

9 This dead body.'] Gr. “ the body of this death.” “ This 
continual burden which I earn 7 about with me, and which is 
cumbersome and odious as a dead carcase tied to a living 1 body, 
to be dragged about with it wherever it goes.” Dr. Doddridge; 
who notices the allusion to that species of torment, and justly 
adds that “ a more forcible and expressive image of the sad 
case represented, cannot surely enter into the mind of man.” 

Mortna quinetiam jungebat corpora viris, 

Componens mauibusque manus, atquv oribas ora y 
Tormcnti genus, et same, tabpque Jiucutes, 

Cotnplexu in misero, longd sic mortc nceabut, 

Vi mill,. ;Encid. lib. via. 
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a dead body, a noisome putrid carcase, which I loath Ch. vn. 
and abhor, from which I continually desire and Ver ' 
struggle to be released, but without effect. Such 
is my miserable and forlorn condition: to whom 
can I now look for relief ? What friendly arm will 
rescue me from destruction ? 

But the unhappy captive at length hears of deli¬ 
verance : a voice exclaims, 

The grace of God 3 through Jesus Christ our 25. 
Lord. 

(j. d. Hark ! what tidings do I hear ? A voice 
from heaven, proclaiming deliverance ! It is grace, 
the favour of God, through Jesus Christ my Lord: 
it is the gospel of peace, which is revealed through 
Jesus Christ; which announces liberty to the cap¬ 
tive, and a free pardon to the penitent. I am now 
inspired with a glorious hope, and can yield a 
cheerful and sincere obedience. 

The discourse concludes with a brief recapitula¬ 
tion. 

So then , /, the same person , with my understand- —25. 


3 The "race of God.'] ij yo.pG Ta ®sw this is the reading of 
the Clermont and other manuscripts, and of the Latin Vul¬ 
gate. It is ably supported by Mr. Locke, and it best suits 
the connexion. The miserable slave cries, Who can help me ? 
A voice answers, Grace : the gracious gift of God : the gospel. 
This introduces a new person, who rescues the prisoner by 
slaying his adversary sin. The common reading is compara¬ 
tively tame : “ I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord." 
Abp. Newcome’s note, however, is very pertinent: “ I am de¬ 
livered through, or by means of Jesus Christ, by whom we have 
greater assistances, stronger motives, clearer discoveries, und 
mure gracious terms of linal acceptance.” 
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Ch. VII. 
Ver. 2f>. 


iug am a servant to the law of Gael , but with my 
flesh to the law of sin. 

I have represented myself, says the enlightened 
Jew, as divided into two persons, the understand¬ 
ing and the passions: the former approving and 
desirous to yield obedience to the law of God; the 
latter prone to evil, and enslaving the superior pow¬ 
ers to vice; the consequence of which is, hopeless 
subjection to the condemning sentence of the law, 
from which nothing but the gospel can extricate 
the despairing transgressor. 


SECTION IV. 

Ch. VIII. The apostle shows in what way the gospel operates , 
to release believers from the condemning sentence 
of the law; and illustrates the different practical 
influence of the law and the gospel. Ch. viii. 

1—17. 


1 . The apostle directly affirms, that believers in 
Christ are exempted from condemnation, ver. 1. 

Ver. I. There is then, now, no condemnation to those who 
are in Christ Jesus 1 . 

Under the law no man could escape from con¬ 
demnation ; because no one, however enlightened 

1 The received text adds, “ who walk not after the flesh, but. 
after the spirit;” which words are omitted by Griesbaeh, upon 
the authority of the Ephrcm, Clermont, and other manuscripts 
and versions. 'Hie same words occur in a more suitable con¬ 
nexion at the end of ver. d, from which they were probably 
transferred to this by the mistake of some early transcriber. 
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or however virtuous, could pretend to sinless obedi¬ 
ence, and law shows no mercy to the penitent trans¬ 
gressor. But this rig id severity, and consequent mi¬ 
sery, is abolished by the gospel, which repeals the 
sentence of death with respect to all who truly be¬ 
lieve, and who become approved members of the 
community of which Christ is the head. 

2. This great deliverance is effected by the go¬ 
spel ; which, by abolishing the severity of the law, 
gives the believer a victory over sin, ver. 2—4. 

For the law of the spirit of life by Christ Jesus , 
has set me at liberty from the law of sin and 
death . 

The law of the spirit of life is the gospel: which 
is called a law, because it prescribes a rule of con¬ 
duct, and enforces that rule by the most powerful 
sanctions. It is a law of the spirit, or a spiritual 
law, because its precepts are wholly moral, and is 
not like the Mosaic institute, to which it stands op¬ 
posed, a law of rites and ceremonies, which for that 
reason is called carnal. The gospel is also a law 

% 

of life, because it reveals the doctrine of a future 
life, and opens the way to it for all sincere believers 
in Christ. 

And it is this glorious gospel which sets the 
captive and suffering Jew, who is awakened to a 
sense of his danger and misery, at liberty from the 
yoke of the old dispensation, which, by plunging him 
into despair, hurried him into sin, and then, by an 
irrevocable sentence, condemned him to death. 
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Ch. viii. For what it was impossible for the law to do, be - 
ei * cause it was tueak through the flesh, God sending 
his own son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for 
sin , hath done: he hath condemned sin 1 in the 
4. flesh a , so that the righteous precepts of the law 
7tiight be fully performed by vs , who walk not ac¬ 
cording to the flesh , but according to the spirit. 

Here observe, that the great design of the law 
was to destroy sin, and to deter men from the prac¬ 
tice of it, by denouncing the penalty of death. 

Nevertheless, this important object could not be 
effected by the law, which, as we have seen in the 
case just described, only served to drive men to de¬ 
spair and to harden them in vice. 

The law was weak through the flesh , because 


1 He hath condemned sin.'] Ka.rzx.pwe' “ The prosopopoeia,” 
says Mr. Locke, “ whereby sin was considered as a person all 
the foregoing chapter, being continued here, the condemning of 
sin cannot mean, as some would have it, that Christ was con¬ 
demned for sin, or in the place of sin; for that would be to 
leave that person alive which Christ came to destroy. But the 
plain meaning is, that sin itself was condemned or put to death. 

* In theflesh.] ev <rapxi : i.e. says Mr. Locke, ‘ f in the flesh of 
Christ, for in him was no sin.” Rosenmuller explains it, “ de- 
struxit vim pravarum cupiditatum in nobis, he destroyed sin in 
US;” and Koppe, “ puniil peceatum in homine ali<]uo netnpc in 
Christo, he punished sin in the person of Christ.” “ God con¬ 
demned or destroyed sin in the flesh, so that it shall not reign 
in our mortal body.” Taylor. It must be owned, that the apos¬ 
tle often changes the sense of his words without giving notice 
of the change ; but as in this discourse flesh is repeatedly put 
for the law, and spirit for the gospel in opposition to it, 1 am 
willing to adhere to this sense where it is not absolutely neces¬ 
sary to change it. And in this instance I understand condemn¬ 
ing sin in the flesh to signify, enabling the Jew, who had been 
the slave of sin under the law, to subdue and mortify it by 
faith in the gospel. 
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it imposed a burdensome and painful ceremonial, Ch. vm. 
which had no power to obtain forgiveness and to Vct,/ ** 
clear the mind from guilt. But this effect of de¬ 
stroying sin in the flesh, of subduing it in the hearts 
of those who, living under the law, were enslaved 
to sin, God has graciously accomplished. 

He has sent Jesus Christ, his own son, the chief 
of all the prophets of God, and the first-begotten 
from the dead, to accomplish this great work. 

And to this end, he was born a Jew ; and like other 
Jews he was subject to the ceremonial law, and 
there was nothing in his appearance which would 
lead any one to conclude that he was in any re¬ 
spect superior to the rest of his countrymen. 

He was sent for sin , or upon the subject of 
sin 3 . The design of his mission was to take away 
sin, by introducing a new and spiritual dispensa¬ 
tion consecrated with his own blood, which offered 
mercy to the penitent sinner, and released him at 
once from the rites, and from the curse of the law. 

The gracious design and the happy result of all 
is, that the righteous precepts of the law, which, 
though it required the practice of virtue, was unable 
to enforce obedience, might be and actually are ful¬ 
filled by those who believe in Jesus, who are not 

3 Locke anil Whitby, and most other commentators, inter¬ 
pret the phrase irept d^xprioLp, as signifying an offering for sin. 

But Dr. Taylor justly observes, that its proper and natural 
sense is, about, concerning, in relation to, sin: <f And there¬ 
fore,” says he, “ 1 doubt not it has relation to all that Christ 
has done to deliver us from the condemning and reigning power 
of sin, that we might he freed from the guilt of sin, and that the 
body of sin might he destroyed.” 
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Ch. VIII. nominal believers only, but practically such ; and 
' u ‘ 4 ‘ who regulate their conduct, not by a rigid adherence 
to the rites and ceremonies of the law, but by the 
precepts and the spirit of the gospel. 

3. The apostle describes and contrasts the cha¬ 
racter and state of those who live after the flesh 
and after the spirit; or, in other words, the adhe¬ 
rents to the law, and the converts to the gospel *, 
ver. 5—9. 

5. For they who are according to the fleshy mind 
the things of the flesh ; hat they who are according 
to the spirit , the things of the spirit. 

They who are devoted to the law, occupy them¬ 
selves wholly u T ith legal observances and ceremonial 
institutions; while they who embrace the gospel, 
who understand its nature and imbibe its spirit, are 
indifferent to external rites, and attend wholly to 
moral obligations. 

C. Now, the ?abiding of the flesh is death , whereas 
the minding of the spirit is life and peace. 

Let it be further considered that they who place 
their confidence in the lau T to the rejection of the 
gospel, cannot possibly escape its condemning sen¬ 
tence ; while they who rely upon the mercy of the 
gospel, and who comply with its terms, shall be 
saved from condemnation, and shall enjoy pure and 
uninterrupted happiness. 

1 This is the interpretation which I assign to the words, flesh 
and spirit though with some dillidencc, being aware how often 
the apostle changes the meaning ()l his terms without any pre¬ 
vious notiee. 
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Because the minding of the flesh is enmity against 
God; for it is not subject to the law of God\ nor 
indeed can be , and they who are in the flesh cannot 
please God . 

An obstinate adherence to the Mosaic ritual, now 
that it is superseded by the gospel, must be highly 
offensive to God, being an insolent rejection of his 
offer of mercy. If indeed the votary of the law could 
fully act up to the requisitions of the law, the case 
would be different. But this is impossible. The 
most active zealot for the law is, notwithstanding 
all his zeal, a condemned transgressor. Nor can 
it possibly be otherwise; for human nature is ut¬ 
terly incapable of a complete conformity to the 
terms of the law, and therefore they who seek for 
justification from the law only, must appear as con¬ 
victed offenders in the sight of God. 

lha >j e are not in the flesh* but in the spirit , see¬ 
ing that 2 the spirit of God dwellelh in you; hut if 
any man have not the spirit of Christ , he does not 
belong to him. 

But though I express myself with this apparent 
severity in regard to the obstinate adherents to the 
law, I am persuaded, my brethren, that this cha¬ 
racter does not apply to you ; but that you are all 


* Swing that.'] “ enfep, since.” Newcome, who refers to 
2 Thess. i. fj ; 1 Pet. ii.3, 17 ; uml adds, “ 'Hie Christians at 
Home arc spoken of as a collective body, and are supposed 
to be spiritually-minded, because they were strongly obliged so 
to be, having received the extraordinary gifts of God's spirit. 
However, the apostle adds, to be Christ’s indeed, they must 
have the mind or disposition of Christ.” See ver. 10. 
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Ch. vni. sincere believers in Christ, and interested in the 
Vcr ‘ blessings of the gospel: for though you may not be 
so much distinguished as other churches are by 
spiritual gifts and miraculous powers, yet it is evi¬ 
dent that the spirit of the gospel, which is the spi¬ 
rit of God, resides in you in a more important sense, 
in its moral influence upon your characters and 
lives. And be assured that he who does not in this 
sense possess the spirit of Christ, whatever his pre¬ 
tensions in other respects may be, will never be ac¬ 
knowledged by him as his disciple, nor admitted to 
those honours and rewards which are promised to 
the faithful and obedient. 

4. By the sincere profession of the Christian 
doctrine, they are become dead to their former state, 
and alive to the hopes, the spirit, and the privileges 
of the gospel, ver. 10, 11. 

10. But if Christ be in you , the body indeed is dead 
because of sin, but the spirit is life because of jus¬ 
tification '. 


l Bo(hj — spirit .In this difficult and elliptical phraseology, I 
take co^aa, the body, to be used in the same sense as <rap £ in the 
preceding context, as expressing the law or the state of thing's 
under the law; and^ve^a to mean the gospel or the gospel 
state, q.d. the true believer in Christ renounces the law, because 
it leaves him in a state of condemnation and supplies no motives 
to exertion; but the gospel is a living principle, which an¬ 
nounces pardon, and thus becomes a source of life and activity. 
I prefer this interpretation, because it retains the proper force of 
$ta before an accusative. Mr. Locke, Dr. Taylor, and others, 
taking erwpot, and irvsv^x in a moral sense for evil and good af¬ 
fections and principles, render Sia with respect to sin, and to 
righteousness. 
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If you are true believers in the doctrine of Christ, 
and acknowledged members of the Christian com¬ 
munity, you are completely separated from your 
former state, as a living person from one that is 
dead; and the law is justly abrogated, because it 
was incompetent to subdue sin, and left its adhe¬ 
rents under a sentence of condemnation. 

But the gospel lives ; it rescues the believer from 
the sentence of the law, and so it becomes a living 
principle of holiness and virtue. 

Hut if the spirit of him who raised up Jesus 
from the dead dwell in you, he who raised up Christ 
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also , because of his spirit 2 which dwelleth in you. 

If you are indeed members of the Christian com¬ 
munity, if you are true worshipers and faithful ser¬ 
vants of God, who attested and authenticated the 
divine mission of Jesus Christ by raising him from 
the dead, you thereby ensure your title to all the 
promises and privileges of the gospel covenant. 


• Because of his spirit .] This is the reading of Gricsbuch, 
upon the authority of the best manuscript*. The received text 
reads, <fr* ru evoixuvrcf, by his spirit, &c. 

By enlivening 1 the mortal body, Mr. Locke understands “ de¬ 
liverance from the reign of sin in the body by the spirit of God, 
which is given to believers, and dwells in them as a new 
quickening principle and power.” But as the actual resurrec¬ 
tion of Christ is twice mentioned by the apostle in this sentence, 
I think it more probable, with Dr. Taylor and others, that the 
upoitle is here speaking of a real resurrection to life and happi¬ 
ness, which is promised to those who receive and obey the go¬ 
spel. Observe how directly and repeatedly the resurrection 
o! Christ is here attributed to the Father, and not to any power 
inherent in Christ himself. 

M 2 
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Ch. VIII. 
Ver. 10. 
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And be assured, that the omnipotent Being who 
performed that glorious miracle, by which the foun¬ 
der and head of this new dispensation was made in 
his own, person, not only the proof, but the pattern 
and the pledge of immortality to his followers, will 
in due time raise you also to a happy and immortal 
life, as the promised reward of that spirit of faith 
and purity which was implanted in you by the go¬ 
spel, and which has been exemplified in your con¬ 
duct. 

5. Hence it follows, that the disciples of Christ 
are released from all obligation to observe the cere¬ 
monial law, ver. 12, 13. 

Therefore , brethren , we are debtors , not to the 
flesh , that we should live after the flesh 1 ; for if ye 
live after the flesh you will die, hut if ye through 
the spirit do mortify the deeds of the body 2 , you 
shall live . 

The great conclusion from the preceding obser- 


1 Therefore, brethren, &c.] Dr. Taylor thinks that the apostle 
here draws his grand conclusion from the doctrine which he has 
advanced in the two preceding chapters, relating to the efficacy 
of the gospel for the sanctification both of the Gentile and the 
Jew, and that the remainder of this chapter is addressed to be¬ 
lievers in general, both Jew and Gentile. Mr. Locke thinks that 
the case of the Jew is finished in the seventh chapter, and that 
the whole of the eighth is addressed to believers in general: 1 
have followed the division of Griesbach. 

‘ The word body is here plainly used in the same sense as 
flesh in the preceding verse, i. c. the law ; and this confirms the 
interpretation given, ver. 10. It must however be acknow¬ 
ledged, that “ r>j; aapKOi, the flesh,” is the reading of some of 
the best copies. 
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vations, und that to which I desire to draw your ch. vnr. 
particular attention, is this: That we who an; din- Vo, ‘ 
ciples of Christ are under no obligation of allegiance 
to the law; and the reason is that which I have so 


often stated, namely, that if you seek for acceptance 
with God upon the ground of legal obedience only, 
you must fall under the condemning sentence of 
that inexorable dispensation ; whereas, if by accept¬ 
ing of the offers, and acting up to the liberal spirit of 
the gospel, you vanquish those vicious habits which 
are stimulated and confirmed by the severity of the 
law, you will be received into favour, and will even¬ 
tually be put into possession of that everlasting life 
which is promised by the gospel. 


(i. Of this privilege the gift of the holy spirit is 
a satisfactory evidence, as it both proves that God 
avows the relation of a father, and generates a filial 
spirit in those who possess it, ver. 14—17. 

For as many as arc led by the spirit of (rod, these H. 
are the sons of God . 

All who have been induced by the consideration 
of the miraculous powers communicated to Christ 
and his apostles, to embrace the doctrine of Christ, 
are nominally sons of God; and if they are practi¬ 
cally influenced by the spirit of the gospel, they are 
really such, and heirs of immortality. 

For ye have 7iot again 3 received the spirit of is. 

A%uin received, &c.] Thin expression implies, that the 
apostle here considers himself as still addressing those who had 
before been under the yoke and bondage of the law. 
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Ch. vin. bondage to fear y but ye have received the spirit of 
Ver ‘ ’ adoption , by which we cry Abba , that is, Father . 

Those of you who were formerly subject to the 
law, and who suffered under the weight of its yoke, 
and were alarmed by the inexorable severity of its 
denunciations, are now relieved from your bondage 
and your terror. Very different indeed is the spi¬ 
rit of the new dispensation, of which you now have 
the happiness to be members. From slaves you 
are become children ; from bondage you have been 
introduced to liberty : and from a habit of regarding 
the author of our existence as an unrelenting judge, 
we,—for I was myself formerly in the same state 
of bondage and terror from which you have been 
recovered,—we, and all who enter into this new 
covenant, are allowed and encouraged to address 
our Maker as a father and a friend, to love him as 
our best benefactor, and to yield a filial and cheerful 
obedience to his commands. 

16. The spirit 1 itself bcareth witness with us 2 * * * * * * 9 , that 
we are the children of God. 

1 The spirit itself bcareth u-itness.'] As no apostle had yet vi¬ 

sited Rome, and as the apostle himself expresses his desire to 

visit them, in order to impart some spiritual gift, which was the 

prerogative of the apostolic office (see Rom. i. 11), it is pro¬ 

bable that the Roman Christians neither themselves possessed, 

nor perhaps had often witnessed the operation of miraculous 

powers ; but they had no doubt received credible and satisfac¬ 

tory evidence of their existence, which had probably been the 
ground of their receiving the Christian faith. 

9 fVith Gr. “ with our spirits j” that is, with ourselves. 
The spirit of a man is a man himself, as the spirit of God is God 
himself. 1 Cor. ii. 11. See also Gal. vi. IS j 2 Tim. iv. 22 y 
Philem. ver. 25. 
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Those gifts of the holy spirit, of the existence of ('li.vin. 
which, though you may not yourselves possess them, 
you have no doubt been credibly informed, and 
which constitute the proper proofs of the resurrec¬ 
tion of Christ, and of the divine original of the 
gospel, are the most satisfactory evidence that we 
can possess or desire that we are taken into the 
new covenant, that we arc no longer subject to the 
terrors of the law, and that we arc adopted into the 
family of God, and acknowledged by him us his 
children. 

Stud if children , then heirs; heirs of (iod y and 17- 
co-heirs with * Jesus Christ . 

And be it remembered, this title is not an empty 
name; for, as on our part it implies duty and af¬ 
fection, so on the part of God, who condescends to 
acknowledge the relation of a father, it implies an 
engagement to treat us as children, and particularly 
to provide an inheritance for us ; an inheritance si¬ 
milar to that of which Jesus Christ, the first-born 
son, our dear elder brother, has already been put 
into possession, namely, a resurrection from the 
grave, to a new, a happy, and immortal life. 
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PART THE THIRD. 

Ch. VIII. THE GOSPEL SUPPLIES ALL BELIEVERS, WHETHER 
JEW OF GENTILE, WITH THE BEST CONSIDERA¬ 
TIONS TO SUPPORT AND FORTIFY THE MIND IN 
THE SEASON OF PERSECUTION AND TRIAL, AND 
WITH THE MOST POWERFUL MOTIVES TO PER¬ 
SEVERANCE. Ch. viii. 1 7 to the end. 

1. Fellowship in suffering with Christ is the ap¬ 
pointed condition of participation in his glorious 
reward, — 17 . 

Ver. 17 . Seeing we suffer 1 with him, to the end that we 
may be also glorified with him. 

The sufferings of Christ were the necessary pre¬ 
liminary to his glorification; and if we aspire to 
participate in his reward, we must be content to 
take it in the same way: we must be willing to 
suffer with him and for him. And surely we can¬ 
not complain if we are only called to share in the 
fate and fortune of our glorious leader. 


1 Seeing we suffer.'} “ Observe,” says Dr. Taylor with his 
usual judgement., “ how prudently the apostle advances to the 
harsh affair of suffering. He doth not mention it, till he had 
raised their thoughts to the highest object of joy and pleasure, 
the happiness and glory of a joint-inheritance with the ever 
blessed Son of God. This, with the additional consideration 
that we suffer with Christ, would greatly qualify the transitory 
afflictions of this world, and dispose them to attend to the other 
argument s he had to offer.” 
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2. The seventy of the suffering bears no propor- Ch. vm. 
tion to the value of the reward, ver. 18. 

For I compute 2 that the sufferings of the pro- Ver. 1H. 
sent season are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which will hereafter he manifested to us. 

The sufferings and persecutions which in the pre¬ 
sent state we are constrained to endure for the sake 
of our profession of the gospel are sometimes very 
severe, and difficult to be borne, and what no wise 
man would voluntarily submit to without sufficient 
reason ; and you well know that I, as the apostle of 
the Gentiles, have my full share of them. But 
whatever the world may think or say, I can assure 
you, that in submitting to these sacrifices and pri¬ 
vations I have not been influenced by a spirit of 
enthusiasm or fanaticism, but have acted under the 
calm and deliberate conviction of judgement. For 
I have carefully counted the cost; and I find upon 
accurate computation, that all I can do, or suffer, 
for the sake of Christ and his cause is nothing, and 
less than nothing, in comparison with that state of 
glory and happiness of which he is now in posses¬ 
sion, and in which all his faithful and persevering 
followers shall hereafter participate. Under all your 
sufferings, therefore, keep this immense prepon¬ 
derance of advantage continually in view. 


* / compute .] Ar/^'jp.au t u I find upon computation.” Dodd¬ 
ridge. “ l look upon the nufferingH of thi* present time a* of 
no consequence with respect to,” flee. Wakefield, oux afro,, 
” as of no weight.” “ Vox deducta ex rel/us qua; ponderanlur 
nosenmuller. 
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Ch. vill. 3. This glorious and happy state of things is that 
to which suffering nature instinctively points, and 
irresistibly tends, ver. 19—22, 

Vcr. ID. For 1 the earnest longing 2 of the creation 3 wait- 
eth for this manifestation of the sons of God 4 . 

I may add, that the actual state and condition of 
mankind makes it probable, not only that the vir¬ 
tuous believers in Christ will be put into possession 
of the promised inheritance, but that even they who 


1 For,~\ or moreover. This word introduces a collateral ob¬ 
servation : not an inference from what goes before. 

9 Earnest longing .] “ aTfox-apaSoxtcc, vehemens desiderium, xi- 
pa$ 0 K£tv, caput exserere spectatum aliqitid," Schleusner. “ The 
ardent expectation even of the whole race of mankind consi¬ 
dered in general as God’s creatures ■ earnestly desiring a bet¬ 
ter state than this, like a poor prisoner, who often puts his head 
out of the window of his jail, and looks for relief.” Dr. Taylor ; 
who observes from Dr. YVhitby, that “ in the sacred dialect 
desire and expectation is ascribed to creatures in reference 
to the things they want, and which tend to their advantage, 
though they explicitly know nothing of them. Thus, the Mes¬ 
siah before he came is called the desire of all nations. Hag. 
ii. 7." 

3 Of the creation .] xTtce the word creation or the crea¬ 
ture in this text, I agree with Dr. Taylor in explaining of all 
mankind, and especially of the unbelieving world, see Mark 
xvi. la. Col. i. 23 j which interpretation he has justified in his 
notes. The various senses in which the word has been under¬ 
stood in this passage by different expositors may be seen in 
Ivosenmuller in loc. 

* Manifestation of the sons of God.] airoxaXeviy, x. r. A. 
i. e. the season when true believers shall be manifested to be 
indeed the sons of God by being put into possession of the 
promised inheritance. Locke and Wakefield translate io the 
sons of God, and suppose a reference to the preceding verse, 
in which glory is mentioned as hereafter to be manifested to true 
believers. That the genitive ease is sometimes used objectively 
Mr. Loekc argues, from Rom. i. 5. et sim. Either way the 
apostle’s meaning is the same. 
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are at present excluded, will ultimately attain a si- Ch. vm. 

V Cl • I 

milar state. 

For the whole unchristianized world, in their 
present condition, are like prisoners in a dungeon, 
wishing and waiting for relief, and stretching out 
their necks from the window of their prison, look¬ 
ing and longing for their expected deliverer. 

Not indeed that they have correct ideas of their 
actual state, nor any explicit expectation of any 
thing better in reserve. But, bewildered in error, 
and enslaved to vice, they feel their misery, however 
ignorant of its cause, and have some title to hope, 
though they may not themselves be aware of it, that 
the benevolent and impartial Creator of all, who 
provides so munificently for the happiness of the 
virtuous believer who is taken into the relation of a 
son, will not ultimately forsake any of his rational 
and intelligent creatures. The happiness of those 
who are first chosen to salvation may be considered 
as a pledge and earnest of the eventual felicity of 
all mankind; so that, as the first fruits are holy 
and happy, the whole mass shall in the end be holy 
and happy too. 

(For the creation was made subject to vanity r >; 20 . 


1 To vanity.') “ to patatov, tpiodvift mutabile, caducum 
Rosenmuller. The apostle plainly refers to the state into which 
mankind weTe brought by the Fall. I follow Locke, who in¬ 
cludes this verse in a parenthesis, except the two last words, 
which are connected with ver. 19. The creation waiteth, &c. in 
hope, that it shall itself be set free. Dr. Taylor objects, that this 
construction would imply, that all mankind wait, &c. j and 
such no doubt was the apostle's meaning, if he has any mean- 
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Cb. VIIC. 
Ver. 20. 


not wilfully l , but by reason of him who made it 
subject 2 .) 

And there is good reason why all mankind as 
well as believers should expect some improvement 
in their condition ; for, according to the account in 
the books of Moses, mankind were originally created 
innocent, happy, and immortal, but were soon re¬ 
duced to their present frail and degraded state, not 


ing at all. His argument is, that as all mankind were brought 

into their present forlorn state, not by their own fault, but by 

the transgression of another, it is but reasonable that they 

should eventually be extricated from their miserable condition ; 

and that the salvation of believers, who became such bv no me- 

* 

rit of their own, but by the free gTace of God in giving privi¬ 
leges to them which were denied to others, is a good ground 
to hope that all will eventually be advanced to the same holy 
and happy state.—The argument here is similar to that in chap, 
v. 12. 

Observe, the apostle argues upon the assumption, that the 
Mosaic account of the Fall is historically true. But the argu¬ 
ment is equally valid, whether that narrative be an historical 
truth or an allegorical fiction. 

This is one of the strongest passages in the New Testament, 
in favour of the Universal Restoration of all mankind to virtue 
and happiness ; nor do 1 see what sense can be made of it upon 
any other interpretation. 

1 Not wilfully.'] ovk' sxucra. Compare Hcb. x. 26, 2 Pet. iii. 
5. “ not by its own criminal choice.” Dr. Taylor. 

On account or by reason of him who made it subject . ] i'lxrov 
VTtOTafa.vra. In consequence or upon occasion of Adam’s sin, 
God subjected mankind to vanity. See Taylor. It is disputed 
who is the person intended by rov unora^avrx. Mr. Locke un¬ 
derstands it of the devil, who was the tempter; Dr. Taylor of 
God, who instituted the penalty and passed the sentence. The 
construction seems to require that Adam should be understood: 
q. d. mankind were made subject to vanity, not through their 
own voluntary act, but on account of the transgression of Adam ; 
in which they had no concern, but which by the divine consti¬ 
tution involved in its consequences the whole human race. 
“ Propter crcatorcm." ltosenmuller. 
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by any voluntaiy act or fault of theirs, but by the Ch. vm. 
folly and transgression of their first ancestor; in Ver ' 2w ‘ 
consequence of which they were, by the awful sen¬ 
tence of God, made subject to sin and death. It 
seems equitable, therefore, that in due time they 
should be restored to their original state; and the 
reward which is promised to the virtuous believer is 
a pledge and foretaste of what is ultimately intended 
for all. And the painful consequences of their va¬ 
nity and folly in the present state, as they excite a 
wish of a better condition of existence, may be 
figuratively represented as an earnest, though vir¬ 
tual, expectation of it. Thus they wait, 

In hope, that even this very creation 9 also shall 21. 
he delivered from the bondage of corruption, into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

Having been placed by their wise and good Cre¬ 
ator in circumstances of such great natural and 
moral disadvantage, without any fault of their own, 
it is reasonable to expect that he will not leave them 
there to perish, and to curse their existence, but 


J Euen thi » very creation.'] See Wakefield. “ xai auri} ij xn- 
<nf ” the expression Is universal and emphatic. The self-same 
creation which suffered by the Fall, is to be set free from the 
bondage of corruption, and to receive the blessing of liberty. 
“ The creation itself,” Dr. Taylor well observes, “ is all man¬ 
kind, as well as Christians.” But he adds, “ this is to be un¬ 
derstood of mankind only so far as, by answering the ends of 
their creation, they are prepared for immortality.” It is ob¬ 
servable, however, that the apostle uses no such limitation : he 
extends the promise to all who suffer by the Fall. All, without 
reserve, shall be brought into the glorious liberty of the chil¬ 
dren of God : i. e. all shall be restored, first to virtue and then 
to haooinesv 
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Ch. viii. that he will ultimately advance them to a better 
Ver. 21. an( j a happier state; and the accession of true be¬ 
lievers (who without any antecedent merit were 
placed in circumstances of superior privilege,) to 
the happiness promised by the gospel, forms a 
strong moral presumption that even the unbeliev¬ 
ing world, who without any fault of their own were 
naturally placed in a state of servitude to idolatry, 
and sin, and death, shall in their turn likewise be 
rescued from their cruel tyrants, be put into pos¬ 
session of their moral liberty, be adopted into the 
family of God, and be made partakers of the glori¬ 
ous and divine inheritance. 

22 . For we know that the whole creation groan- 
eth together , and is in labour together unto this 
day. 

And this in fact is all that I mean, when I state 
that the unbelieving world are longing after a bet¬ 
ter state of things. They have indeed no explicit 
expectation of it, nor have they any just ideas of the 
means by which they were brought into their pre¬ 
sent forlorn condition, or of the wise and merciful 
designs of God for their recovery and restoration. 
But they feel their ignorance, their weakness, and 
their misery; and their wise men and philosophers 
are labouring, but to little purpose, to remedy the 
evil. They are as it were in the pangs and throes 
of child-birth; and their moral state is so desperate 
that it seems almost to demand a divine interposi¬ 
tion to rescue his human offspring from destruction. 
Such is the present state of the heathen world, of 
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which it is impossible that you who reside at Rome, Ch. viir. 
the imperial city, the chief seat of idolatry and vice, Ver ‘ 22 ' 


can be ignorant. 

Such are the glorious topics of consolation which 
the apostle suggests to his suffering friends, and by 
which he animates them to persevere in their at¬ 
tachment to the Christian faith. Not only are they 
encouraged to hope for a reward which will, beyond 
all comparison, outweigh their present sufferings, 
but they are taught to regard their own election to 
present privileges and their future exaltation to hap¬ 
piness, as an argument that all their brethren of 
mankind, not even excepting their enemies and 
their persecutors, will ultimately share in the same 
happiness and glory. For as he has proved in the 
former part of the epistle, that believers have been 
favoured with inestimable privileges without any 
antecedent merit, so he here argues, that it is 
but equitable that they who have been placed in 
circumstances of great moral disadvantage with¬ 
out any fault of their own, should eventually, in 
their turn, be advanced to the same privilege and 
happiness as their brethren; so that the whole 
human race will in the end equally share in 
the love and favour of the great Universal Pa¬ 
rent. 


4. The apostles themselves, and the primitive 
believers in Christ are in a similar state of suffering 
and persecution, ver. 23. 

And not onli/ they, but ourselves also , who have 


2.'). 
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Cli. VIII. 
Ver. 23 . 


the first fruits of the spirit l , even we 2 groan within 
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, that is, the re¬ 
demption of our body 3 . 

And further, that you may not be discouraged 
by the sufferings you are called to endure, remem¬ 
ber that you are not only fellow-sufferers with the 
unbelieving world, and with the mass of believers 
in general, but that we who are the apostles of 
Christ, and all those who are now living who saw 
Christ in the flesh, who conversed with him, who 
were witnesses to his resurrection, and participated 
in the earliest communication of the holy spirit, 
though we occupy the most honourable and the 
most important stations in his service, and are vete¬ 
rans in his cause, have no pre-eminence of exemp¬ 
tion from suffering; on the contrary, our sufferings 
are uninterrupted and uncommonly severe, so that 
we have no consolation under incessant troubles of 
body and mind, but that of looking forward, with 
ardent expectation, to the glorious period when our 


1 The jirst fruits of the spirit i.e. the apostles, and they to 
whom the spirit was communicated on the day of Pentecost. 
Or possibly, those believers who were favoured with the gifts of 
the holy spirit ; which were the first fruits and the earnest of 
the promised inheritance, and which had not yet been commu¬ 
nicated generally to the believers at Rome. 

4 Even u't'.] Dr. Taylor has offered some good reasons to 
prove, that St. Paul by this expression alludes to the apostles 
and the earliest converts to the Christian faith. 

3 Of our body:'] i. e. our whole person. See ch. xii. I. Re¬ 
demption, “ amXvTfujo'ts, eat liberatio ab incommode aliquo, hoc 
iticommodum tcv croj{j.ocro§ cst ipsa cjusfragilitas. Ab haefragi - 
litatc, corpus liberabitur )io)i in morte, sed in resumetione. 1 Cor. 
xv. 42, &e.” Rosenmuller. See 2 Cor. iv. 17, v. 1—4. 
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privilege as children of God, and our title to the Ch. vm. 
heavenly inheritance, shall be fully acknowledged VeT * 23, 
by our resunection to immortal life and happiness. 

It is worthy of remark here, that the consolation 
of the apostle and of the primitive believers, was 
derived, not from the hope of an intermediate state 
between death and the resurrection, of which they 
appear to have entertained no expectation, but from 
the hope of a resurrection, which indeed they pro¬ 
bably anticipated as very near at hand. 

5. As hope was the first inducement to the pro¬ 
fession of the Christian religion, so it ought to re¬ 
concile the true believer to patient expectation of 
its glorious object, ver. 24, 25. 

Moreover , we were saved 4 by this hope. 24. 

As a further consideration to reconcile our minds 
to a suffering state, I would observe that the gospel 
does not promise immediate possession of perfect 
happiness, it only excites a hope of a future resur¬ 
rection to a glorious and immortal life; and it was 
this hope that induced you to renounce the error 
and idolatry of your heathen state. 

But hope that is attained 5 is no longer hope , 

* fFe were Mnred.] era/Qijfigv. Wakefield renders it, “ we were 
saved under this hope.” To be saved is to be rescued from our 
former state of bondage and to be introduced into the liberty 
of the Christian community. This hope ts the hope of the 

redemption of the body,” a resurrection to an immortal life 
and happiness. This glorious hope was our inducement to em¬ 
brace the ChrWtian religion, and is our support under all our 
trials and persecutions, 

* Hope ihnt a ] Gr. “ «rn." See Wakefield. 

VOL. I. N 
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Ch. VIII. for what any one lias attained , how can he yet hope 
Vci. /» o 

jor ? 

As the gospel only professes to excite hope, It 
would be unreasonable to be dissatisfied if this hope 
be not immediately fulfilled ; for the attainment of 
the object of hope would produce a total change 
in the state of the believer. Hope would then be 
converted into possession, and would cease to be, 
what it now is, the ruling principle of the Christian 
life. 

\ 

25. But if we hope for what we have not attained , 
then do we with patience 1 wait for it. 

If we entertain a reasonable hope of some future 
advantage, we make up our minds to wait till the 
proper season comes, and we are not childishly 
fretful and impatient if we are not put into posses¬ 
sion before the regular and appointed time. So let 
us act in the Christian life, and, animated by a well- 
founded hope of joy unspeakable in a future state of 
existence, let us bear the evils of the present time 
with fortitude and resignation. 


26. 


6 . This spirit of patience and of hope qualifies 
the prayers of true believers in Christ, and renders 
them acceptable to God, ver. 26, 27. 


Furthermorethis spirit also assists 3 our in fir - 


1 Do ice with patience wait.'} “ a7TEx£r^Uc5a pro $si xvzx.- 
Ssyso-Qcci." Doederlein apml Hosenmuller. “ let-us wait with 
patience.” Wakefield • who says, that this sense is favoured 
by the Arabic Version. 

* Furthermore."] “ uo<rauTtu$, pnvterca." Roseninuller. Dr. 

Taylor says, “ This word always in N.T., signifies in like man¬ 
ner, agreeably to what is mentioned just before.” 
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mitiet; far we know not what to pray far as we Ch. vnr. 
ought*; but this spirit itself intercedes for vs with VeT ' 2 * 5 ’ 
groans that are not expressed*. But he who 27* 
searcheth the heart knoweth the mind of the spi¬ 
rit because it intercedes far the saints according 
to the will of Godl. 

The spirit which the apostle here intends, is that 
which he had just described, the spirit of hope, of 
patience, and of resignation, which are the leading 
virtues of the Christian character. 

By a figure, not unusual with the apostle, he per¬ 
sonifies these virtues, and represents them as inter¬ 
ceding vrith God in secret groans far those who are 


* AiM.ii.4 ] GuvasriJuipZaverai, joins by taking up the bur¬ 
den at the other end: " Penomtfieulur to mafia vl apaoria 
supra, c. ru. 17—20. Semms ext, ipse ille animus natter Chri *- 
turmsu, <fao Demm tcmerawur et amamus, noth ajfert magnum 
fr mrt mm el solatium in eatamitatifm.»/* RoaennraDer. " The 
« p« rit lendrth o§ ha* helping hand.'* Doddridge. 

* fTe in ax mol, Acc] “ Sape matter e taw* ubi Christiani, re¬ 
bus pressi adeems, mesdamt qaomado vaiuntati Dei conformare 
deheamt pretes suns, am grucitatem wweriarvm deprecan, an veto 
pnttemUr ferre deheamt, qwe sib* con t mg ant voluntaie Dei, 1 * 
RogcmnuIEer. * 

* Groom* that are mol eTpresswl.] ** Suspbiis tacitis, i. e. per 
inert* mentis cngdaliones, quum dicimus, 0 Dens Pater, tibiper- 
wdtto re* mens” he. Rosenmnller. 

* Tke mind of the spirit^ <p<torypa., the temper and disposi¬ 
tion of mind. Comp. tct. 6. This expression b very intelligi¬ 
ble if it refers to the inward feelings of the true believer - but 
it b diftcih to give it a proper sense if it applies to God h h n- 
seK, or to a subordinate spirit acting upon the human mind. 
“ He knows, that b, he discerns and approves.” Amos Si. 2 j 
P» • t; Rom. n.2; I Pet. L 2. 

1 Arrmtbng to the mill of God.] * c Nihil atemd eapetimms a 
Dta, mad quad tit izr20&7, amgrual earn eoasilio Dei” Ro- 
WMnBfr. 
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Ch. viit. at a loss to know what to ask for themselves. Thus 
Ver 27 .... 

the spirit is said to assist their infirmities. 

Without the aid of this spirit, human nature 
would grow impatient under trials and sufferings, 
and would he importunate for relief. But hope 
and patience, the hope of the gospel, and that pa¬ 
tient fortitude which is generated by Christian prin¬ 
ciples, restrain the temper, and though they can¬ 
not stupify the feelings, nor suppress the sigh, yet 
they humble the spirit in the presence of God, they 
restrain intemperate language, and they bow the 
mind into calm and quiet subjection to the divine 
visitations, and into a humble and dutiful acquies¬ 
cence in the present state of suffering and trial, till 
the appointed season of deliverance comes. 

And that great Being who is acquainted with 
the secrets of all hearts, sees all that passes in the 
mind of his suffering servants; he knows all their 
trials and how heavily they press upon them, and 
he sees and approves all their silent resignation and 
their patient hope: nor will he suffer this excellent 
spirit to go without its due reward. 

For this spirit intercedes for his chosen and de¬ 
voted servants agreeably to his own will; or, in 
other words, God is better pleased with this silent 
dutiful resignation to his will, and hope in his mercy, 
than he would be with the most clamorous impor¬ 
tunity for relief. 

This interpretation of the text appears to me to 
be by far the most just, spirited, and appropriate, 
and it solves every difficulty. The apostle could 
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not, by the spirit in this connexion, mean the gifts Ch. vm. 
of the holy spirit, for of these the Roman Chris- Vcr ' 
tians did not then generally participate; and it would 
be extremely difficult to make sense of the passage, 
if by the spirit we should understand, as most inter¬ 
preters do 1 , a divine influence, or, that of any infe¬ 
rior agent upon the mind, to direct believers in their 
prayers. How can God, or any spirit subordinate 
to tbe Supreme, be said to make intercession for 
the saints with unutterable groans ? 

7. Tbe apostle adds, as a further topic of conso¬ 
lation, the assurance, that to true believers in Christ 
all things co-operate for good, ver. 28. 

And we know that all things co-operate for good 23, 

to those who lore God , to those who are invited ac¬ 
cording to his purpose. 

Whatever sufferings and persecutions it may be 
our lot to endure, there is one consideration which 
may well allay all discontent and reconcile us to our 
condition. We are assured, beyond all reasonable 

1 1 fort iMierpreten,'] erra without excepting Mr. Locke and 
Dr. Taylor. The interpretation which I hare given » that of 
RasenmuUer, who refen to a German divine named Junckheun, 
in a wort published AD. 1775. Dr. Priestley also gives a simi- 
br interpretation : “ By spirit in this place,” says Dr. P. “ is 
not to be understood the holy spirit, properly so called, or the 
power of working miracles, bat that principle of a new life 
which the apostle supposes to be introduced by the gospel, in 
opposition to the flesh, or the principle by means of which men 
■re subject to death ami liable to condemnation. The workings 
of tins spirit, or new principle, though we cannot always ex¬ 
press than in words, the apostle s*ys that God knows and ap¬ 
proves ; to that it may be considered as something within q 
lint pkah with God far vs/* 
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Ch. vm. doubt, that all the circumstances of our present 
Ver 28 . . r 

state of trial are ordered in wisdom and mercy; all 

shall contribute to prove, refine, and confirm the 
virtues of the Christian character, so that no suffer¬ 
ing of any kind or degree shall be permitted which 
shall not be overruled to a greater good, provided 
that we persevere in our Christian profession, and 
having been invited into the Christian community 
by the free mercy of God, agreeably to his eternal 
plan of wisdom and benevolence, we manifest our 
sense of his distinguishing kindness by loving him 
with all our hearts and devoting our lives to his 
service. 

8 . The apostle having alluded to the eternal pur¬ 
pose of God in the gracious dispensation of the 
gospel, proceeds to state, that all his plan of mercy 
shall be carried into complete effect, and that all who 
are included in his wise and benevolent design, shall 
be justified in this life and shall be made happy for 
ever, ver. 29, 30. 

29. For those whom he foreknew he also predesti¬ 
nated, to be confonned to the image of his son , that 
he might be the first-born among many brethren ; 

30. and whom he predestinated , those he hath also in¬ 
vited; and whom he hath invited , those he hath also 
justified; and whom he hath justified ’, those he hath 

also glorified. 

The eternal foreknowledge of God, and his free 
choice of the Hebrew nation to be his peculiar peo¬ 
ple, of his own good pleasure, independent of all 
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at of their on, is a topic much in- CK vul 
■ the Old Testament; and, being fa- Ver ' 
bmEk to the pious Jews, it is very naturally and 
frequently applied, by tbe writers of the New Testa*- 
to the case of those who were invited and 


into the Christian community; and Paul 
having been educated among the Pharisees, who 
were strict pcedesrinarians appears to have retained 
a peculiar yrtk fity to this doctrine, and frecpxently 
kmodacH it in a way winch, though strictly true 
a»i perfectly consistent with the divine character, 
and with the most enlightened philosophy, is, never- 
thdesa, by many, thought to be unguarded, and even 
daangeroos to good morals. It has also excited, in 
the of some, a most unreasonable prejudice 

a gai n it the apostle’s writings; while others have 
rnfa w Hu r d to vindicate him, by interpreting his 
words in a wse which they wifi not bear. 

The apostle however, in this instance, needs no 


trot; though they may perhaps require explana¬ 
tion, to guard against consequences to which pos- 

afah he did not advert. 

Forthaatwiemhef wcka c m, ht predestinated to ^ 

be eamforated to the image of hi 9 tom 


1 * This,'* sops Dr. Tsyfor, “ is the foxmdation, ami this m 
the feiHthmg^ of riie wonderful scheme. The fbnndaCioa is the 
im purpose of Gad’s grace - the fitmhag is oar conformity 
BgftwTtetteSais of Gad.” He agrees with Mr. Locke, Chat 
the kl this passage «>d to the end of the chapter, 

has a principal view to ths encouragement of the Gentile 
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Ch. VIII. 
Ver. 29. 


From the ages of eternity, when the whole plan 
of providence was present to the Divine mind, hav¬ 
ing decreed that at the destined period Jesus of Na¬ 
zareth should appear in the world, as the deliverer 
of mankind from ignorance and idolatry, from vice 
and misery; and that he should be raised from the 
dead, and put into possession of an everlasting in¬ 
heritance, God at the same time foresaw, that it 
would be right that some should believe in him, 
should become his disciples, and participate in his 
reward: and upon this foresight he did from the be¬ 
ginning determine to introduce into existence a cer¬ 
tain number of human beings, and to place them in 
those circumstances and to expose them to those in¬ 
fluences which would produce the effect required, of 
forming them to a resemblance to Christ, both in 
his character and state. 

That he might be the first-born among many bre¬ 
thren 1 . 

Or, in other words, that he who was the first¬ 
born might not stand alone, or be one of a small 
number only; but that many, a great multitude, 
yea eventually the whole human race, might attain 
the same character and the same happiness. 

1 That he might be the first-born, &c.] The apostle here ex¬ 
presses his meaning indirectly. Believers are predestinated, 
not that Christ might be the first-born, for that he is by his re¬ 
surrection from the dead, Col. i. 18 ; but that he, being the first¬ 
born, might have many brethren. A similar phraseology occurs. 
Gal. iii. 22 : " The scripture hath concluded all under sin, that 
the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to those 
who believe where the apostle’s meaning plainly is, that non^ 
but those who believe should be entitled to the promise. 
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he also ia- Cb. vhl 

To. 3ft. 


ilib ■e predestinated to salvation by Christ, 
etkr hate been or in line time will be so invited 
t» accept of the reasonable terms and the gracious 
afe of the gospel; they either have had or shall 
bnve such means of info rmation of their nnder- 
< fcvnr?rngs and cumktkui of their judgement, and 
shaft have vseh motives applied to their affections 
and m3, that they either have been, or will be, in¬ 
duced sincerely and practically to admit die truth 
of the r^mprl^ to acknowledge Christ as their mas¬ 
ter, and to go v ern their conduct by die views and 



,4m l whtita he hath msited* them her hath also 


Afi those who have been, or, who will be, induced 


to acc ept the invitation of the gospel, of whatever 
atoM or profession, whether Jew or Gentile, wiS 
he a d - M C te d iato the new covenant, they will he 
acknow l edg ed as die reconciled and holy people of 
God, and wifi be entitled to aft the privileges which 
were once peculiar to the Hebrew nation ; and if 
khey ant p ractical be&evos they shall in due sea¬ 
son be acknowledged as his children and be pat 
into possession of the promised inheritance. 

+4kd wham he hath justified* these he hath also 


* JniWiy m w&rf by fim preac &as - r justified by aJminwott 
mttmviUBlt^ftfc binir p gfaiim t mteff fin mnT " NeWHIK. 

3 •»This,'*saysD t. Doddridge,“ba menunabi? 
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They who in the eternal councils of the Almighty 
are foreknown as those who will accept the offers, 
and comply with the terms of the gospel, are by the 
eternal decree of God ordained to eternal life : it is 
determined that they shall enter into the joy of their 
Lord, and shall be with him where he is. And 
so certain is it that the purpose and the promise of 
God shall be fulfilled, that though ages of ages may 
possibly intervene, it may nevertheless be spoken 
of q.s already accomplished in the view of that all- 
comprehending Being to whom things which are 
not are as though they were, and in whose sight a 
thousand years are as one day. 

Observe here, that the apostle speaks very fami¬ 
liarly of an event which exists only in the eternal 
immutable purpose of God as having actually taken 
place, even though it had not then, nor has yet come 
to pass. They who were foreknown, and predesti¬ 
nated, and invited, and justified, are also said to be 
glorified ; that is, in the divine decree, which at the 
appointed time will assuredly be fulfilled: which 
to the all-comprehending mind of God appear as 
though they actually existed, in reference to which 
things that are not are spoken of as though they 
were. 

Let it not then be said, that those Christians per- 


instance, and there are scores and perhaps hundreds more, in 
which things that shall certainly and speedily be done are 
spoken of as done already.” See Improved Vers, in loc. whom 
he justified, them he also glorified: “viz. in his purpose.” 
Locke. “ and whom he hath justified, those lie hath in pur¬ 
pose glorified also.” Newcomc. 
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vert the plain language of scripture, who understand nh. vnr. 
our Lord’s assertion of his existence before the time ' 11 ‘ 
of Abraham, and of the glory which he had with 
the Father before the world was, as an existence and 
a glory which he possessed only in the divine de¬ 
cree; for if it is quite necessary, in the case before 
us, to interpret the glorifieation of true believers as 
an event hitherto oidy existing in the divine mind, 
it is equally reasonable to explain the existence arid 
glory attributed to Christ, as existing only in the 
divine decree. And it is oidy by a ealm compari¬ 
son of the language of scripture in different passages, 
and a familiar acquaintance with scripture phraseo¬ 
logy, that the true meaning of the sacred writers can 
be satisfactorily elicited. 

The apostle suggests this gracious and immuta¬ 
ble purpose of God for the salvation of true believ¬ 
ers, as a consideration which might reconcile the 
minds of those who are thus predestinated, invited, 
and justified, to the difficulties and sufferings of an 
intermediate state of persecution and trial; and 
surely no topic could be better adapted to soothe 
and tranquillize the mind, and to reduce it to a com¬ 
plete acquiescence in the divine appointments. 

9. The apostle concludes this portion of his dis¬ 
course with expressing his admiration of the un¬ 
speakable goodness of God, in the gift of bis son ; 
and bis cheerful conviction, that as nothing can ali¬ 
enate the love of God from the true believer, so 
that nothing shall alienate the heart of the believer 
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ch. viii. from the love of God, and Christ, and the gospel, 

Ver. 30. o 1 on 
ver. .31—:<3y. 

[1.] Since God is their friend, and has given 
up his son for them, all things are theirs, ver. 31, 
32. 

31. TV hat then shall we say to these thingsP If 
God be for us , who is against us P 

And now, my brethren, what can I add to what 
I have already said, to assure you of your admission 
into the new covenant, and to reconcile vou to the 
difficulties of a suffering state ? If God be for us, 
as I have proved that be is; if he acknowledges us 
as his people and his children, as I have proved 
that he does ; who is against us ? who will dare to 
dispute our claim, or what apprehension need we 
entertain of danger, even from adversaries the most 
powerful and malignant ? They can never invalidate 
our title to the love of God, nor hurt us while we 
are under the protection of omnipotence. 

32 . He who spared not his own son , but delivered him 
up for us all ] , how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things P 

Why should we doubt the mercy of God ? why 
should we hesitate at the accomplishment of his 
promises, however rich and wonderful ? He has 
done that for us which we could least have expect¬ 
ed : he has sent Jesus, the son of his love, the ho¬ 
liest and best of men, and the greatest of the pro- 

1 Fur us all.] “ Gentiles as well as Jews.” Locke, New* 
come. 
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phets, to proclaim the joyful tidings, to publish the ch. ym. 
new covenant, to invite all without distinction to Ver ‘ 
come to him for rest; and more than this, he de¬ 
livered him up to his enemies to put him to a pub¬ 
lic and ignominious death, to seal his doctrine with 
his blood, and to open the way to life: can you, 
after this, doubt whether God is sincere ? will he 

not now fulfill all his promises, and exceed all your 
o 

« 

[2.] No charge can be made good against the 
chosen people of God, so as to put them out of the 
pale of bis covenant, and to alienate his love from 
them, ver. 33, 34. 

JFho shall accuse the chosen of God? Will 33. 
God? he who justifieth them 2 ? 

After this glorious display of the mercy of God 
to all who believe in Jesus, Gentiles as well as Jew’s, 
who will now say that they who are thus chosen to 
salvation shall be excluded from the holy commu¬ 
nity of the people of God, for not complying with 
the ceremonial law, or for any other supposed of- 
fenee ? Will God, who alone has a right to judge 



1 ffUl God, See,] 1 here follow/’ say* Dr, Doddridge, 
" the pointing proponed by the learned and ingenious Dr. 
Sam. Harm in his Obaervatinm, (p. 54, 55,) which greatly il¬ 
lustrates the spirit of this passage, and shows how justly that 
author adds, that it Ls remarkably in the grand manner of 
Demosthenes. “ This/' says Archbishop Newcome, " is the 
punctuation of Augustin, quoted by Lardner, Cred. part II. vol. 
x. 288; and of Locke.” It is adopted by Newcome, by Ciries- 
bach, and many others. “ Who shall be the prosecutor of those 
whom God hath chostar” Locke. 
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Ch. viii. in the case, impute this omission as a crime, and 
Ver * 33 ’ cast them out of his covenant ? What! God, the 
immutable Being 1 who first chose them for his peo¬ 
ple, and who now declares them to be justified in 
his sight by faith only, without the works of the 
law! What can be more absurd than such a sup¬ 
position ? And who shall dare to accuse, if God 
justifies and acquits ? 

34 JVho is he that condemnethP is it Christ? he 
who diedP Yea,rather, who hath even been raised 
again P who is even at the right hand of God 1 ? 
who is even interposing 2 for ns P 

Who will presume to exclude those from the 
•community of the people of God, whom God him¬ 
self has chosen and justified ? All judgement is 
committed to the Son. Will Christ condemn 

1 Right hand of God.] The place of dignity and authority. 
To suppose that a local situation is alluded to, which, however, 
it is too probable that many do contemplate, is gross anthropo- 
morphitism. “ Rex regum, dominus dominantium. Id enim per 
dexteram Dei signi/icatur .” Grotius; who refers to his note 
upon Matt. xx. 21. 

9 Interposing.] ,e maketh intercession.” Public Version. 
“ intercedeth.” Newcome j who observes, that “ the word 
may be understood of intercessory prayer.” “ He manageth 
our concerns for us.” Wakefield. “ EvTuy^ccvu), proprie, adeo, 
convenio aliquem quacunque de causa, Act. xxvii. 24. (2) pre- 

cibus aliquem adeo. avt. uTTsprtvo;, sensu forensi, ctiusum alicu - 
jus agere et rommendare ; simpliciter, interccdcre pro aliquo, pro 
comniodo aUcujus facere alt quid, adjuvare , op cm ferre. Rom. 
viii. 27, 34 ; ileb. vii. 27).” Schleusner. 

The word intercede is applied to Christ only twice in the New 
Testament: and it is so obvious that, it properly signifies nothing 
more than to act for the advantage of another, that it is sur¬ 
prising to think how a doctrine so mysterious and unseriptural 
as the popular doctrine of Christ’s intercession, could be erect¬ 
ed upon so slender a foundation. 
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whom God accepts ? What! Christ! he who died Ch. vm. 
to reconcile sinners to God! yea, who was raised V<T ’ ^ 
a gain to establish their justification, and to prove 
the validity of the new covenant ? Yea, who as¬ 
cended to heaven, and is now invested with autho¬ 
rity over the church, and who is ever watchful over 
its interests, appointing and directing its ministers, 
and qualifying them for their work by the gifts of 
the holy spirit ? And if Christ, the appointed judge, 
does not pass sentence upon those who are chosen 
and accepted through faith alone, shall any presume 
to wrest his authority out of his hand, and to con¬ 
demn those whom God has chosen, and whom 
Christ acknowledges ? for whom he died and rose 
again ? and whom he has taken under his immedi- 
ate care ? 

Being placed at the right hand of God is a phrase 
expressive of dignity and authority, and the word 
translated intercede, which is applied to our Lord 
in this passage, and in the epistle to the Hebrews 
(ch. rii. 25), expresses not merely praying for an¬ 
other, but any kind of interposition on his account. 

The apostle here seems to refer to that sensible au¬ 
thority which Christ exercised over the church in 
die apostolic age, and particularly to the commu¬ 
nication of the holy spirit. These personal inter¬ 
positions arid communications of the spirit were 
withdrawn when the apostles closed their commis¬ 
sion. Bat it by no means follows that our Lord is 
not personally present at all limes with his church, 
superintending and managing its concerns, though 
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Ch. viii. in an invisible and imperceptible manner, so as not 
r ‘ ' to authorize personal addresses to him. And in this 
sense it may truly be said, thathe ever lives tointercede 
for us ; to interpose in the concerns of the churchy 
and to promote its prosperity and success. 


[3.] As nothing can alienate God from his chosen 
people, so the apostle expresses his confidence, that 
no difficulties, no persecutions, either present or to 
come, shall alienate their affections from God, and 
Christ, and the gospel, ver. 35—39. 

35. JVho shall separate ns from the love of Christ ? 

After all this rich display of divine mercy in 
choosing us, in saving us, in justifying us freely 
against every accuser, in placing us under the care 
and enrolling us in the community of Christ, our 
great leader and kind intercessor, who, or what, is 
there that can tempt us to apostatize from his ser¬ 
vice, and to forfeit our allegiance ? 

Shall tribulation , or imprisonment l , or persecu¬ 
tion 2 3 , or hunger, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

3G. (As it is written. For thy sake ive are killed all 
the day long**: we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter*.) A ay, in all these things we arc more 
than conquerors, through him who loved us. 

1 Imprisonment.] s'S’-'O^wpia. Conip. 2 Cor. xii. 10. See 
Wakefield. “ 

* Persecution.] 8wy[io$’ “ wrongful usage.” Wakefield. 

3 All the day /«?/£.] “ oAr,v rijv yixspa.v. Mortis' pcriculo expo- 
siti sumus quotidie." Rosenmuller. We arc daily exposed to 
the danger of death. 

•* Destined for the slaughter.'] See Doddridge. 
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As disciples of Christ, we are liable to troubles Ch. vm. 
of every kind, we are exposed to imprisonment, to Vcr " 3 ^* 
barbarous usage, to be deprived of food and cloth¬ 
ing, to a variety of dangers, and to the sword of the 
executioner; so that the words of the Psalmist con¬ 
cerning his countrymen, Ps. xliv. 2*2, describing the 
cruelty of their enemies in their captivity, are lite¬ 
rally applicable to the state of believers in Christ, 
that they are every moment exposed to a violent 
death like innocent and unresisting sheep who are 
reserved for the knife. But shall these dangers, 
shall these sufferings, shall death itself, whatever 
form of horror it may wear, tempt us to desert our 
Christian profession, and to forsake our beloved 
master? God forbid. Nay, so far are we from 
being intimidated by these terrors which set them¬ 
selves in array against us, we even bid them a proud 
defiance; we trample them under our feet, we tri¬ 
umph over them all, in the name of oar great Mas¬ 
ter, who loved us and who gave himself for us, 
who hath set us a glorious example of suffering 
virtue, and has infused into us those principles and 
that spirit which enable us to make light of every 
danger and of every suffering in his sacred cause. 

For I am persuaded, that neither death nor life , :iH. 

nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers 5 , 7ior 


* di»yr mgeU T fad ^ r£ ayytXak, z. t\ X. Locke and many 
other rim mu imf tfi ■ i rniMkretaiMl ffae latter words, principalities 
and powers, tie cwO ■ngwtrytf - but they seem puzzled how 
to interpret the word «»£?«&, which, however, they generally ex- 
pUra T at nia|ck—“ Nor the temptations of the most power- 
hi evil angels, tf we were actually exposed to them, ’ Newcome. 

VOL. I. O Perhaps 
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Ch. viii. things present, nor things to come , nor height , 
nor depth, nor any other creature \ shall be able 
to separate as from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

I am justified in using this triumphant language, 
because I feel a firm and a joyful confidence, that 
there is nothing formidable in death, and nothing 
alluring in life; that there is nothing which the ec¬ 
clesiastical or the civil power can say or do, to in¬ 
timidate or to persuade; that there is nothing which 
we are now suffering or can hereafter suffer; that 
there is no extreme of any kind, whether of prospe¬ 
rity or adversity; in short, that there is no imagin¬ 
able consideration which now can, or ever will be 
able to influence us to abandon our Christian pro¬ 
fession, or to forego those exalted privileges, those 
precious promises, and those glorious hopes, of 
which we are now in possession, through the infinite 
mercy of God revealed by our blessed Lord and 
Master Jesus Christ, whose disciples it is our glory 
to profess ourselves, and whose authority we never 
will renounce. 


Perhaps the apostle means nothing more than the civil and ec¬ 
clesiastical powers. Idie same expression seems to be applied, 
1 Pet. iii. 22, to denote the Jewish hierarchy. In a similar 
sense similar expressions appear to be used by the apostle, 
Eph. i. 20, 21, vi. 12 ; see Locke’s Notes, Col. ii. 15. In the 
Apocalypse, the angels of the seven churches are commonly 
understood to be the ministers of the churches ; and in the first 
chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, angels probably signify 
former prophets and messengers of God. See Wakefield and the 
Improved Version in loc. 

* Creature-] “ tjj, any other matter.” Ncwcome.—“ Nee 
res ulla alia." Grotius. 
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In this eloquent paragraph it is obvious to re- Ch. vui. 
mark, how plainly the apostle warns the Christian 
converts of the dangers and sufferings to which they 
exposed themselves by the profession of the Chris¬ 
tian faith. It was no trifling concern for a person 
to avow' himself a disciple of Jesus of Nazareth. 

He must be prepared to make great sacrifices, to 
endure great hardships, and to expose even life it¬ 
self to the utmost hazard: and yet converts in¬ 
creased every day. How convincing must have been 
that evidence which could overpower the most inve¬ 
terate prejudices, and induce men to embrace the 
Christian doctrine in circumstances sounfavourable! 

We may further remark, that those greatly mis¬ 
take the sense of the apostle who deduce from his 
words what is commonly called the doctrine of per¬ 
severance ; by which they mean, that if a person 
has once been sincerely virtuous, he will never fi¬ 
nally apostatize and perish. This is a very dan¬ 
gerous tenet, contrary both to daily sad experience 
and to the plainest declarations of scripture. The 
apostle does indeed express his joyful confidence, 
that he and his fellow-christians at Rome should 
never be either seduced or terrified into apostasy 
from Christ. But this is a very different case from 
the doctrine I am now stating, which probably ne¬ 
ver entered into the apostle’s mind. 

I shall close this portion of the epistle with the 
judicious and forcible remarks of Dr. Taylor: 

“ The conclusion of this chapter,” says he, “ is 

o 2 
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Ch. viii. the most elegant and sublime piece of writing I 
\ ei . 39. remem k er ever to h ave rea( j # it i s founded on the 
grand and solid principles of the gospel. It breathes 
the true spirit of Christian magnanimity; raises 
our minds far above all things created, and shows 
in a bright and heavenly view the greatness of soul, 
and the strong consolation which the gospel in¬ 
spires. God grant it may stand clear before our 
understandings, and be transcribed into all our 
hearts !' They who despise the gospel, despise all 
that is great and glorious and happy.” 


PART THE FOURTH. 

THE APOSTLE TREATS OF THE PRESENT REJECTION 
OF THE JEWS; OF THE INVITATION AND ADMIS¬ 
SION OF THE GENTILES INTO THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH ; AND OF THE ULTIMATE RESTORATION 
OF GOD’S ANCIENT PEOPLE. Cll. IX-xi. 

SECTION I. 

Ch. IX. The apostle announces and vindicates the present 
rejection of the Jews , and the invitation and ad¬ 
mission of believing Gentiles to the character and 
privileges of the people of God. Ch. ix. x. 

I. 

The apostle, with great delicacy and great reluc¬ 
tance, but with great seriousness and solemnity. 
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announces the present rejection of his countrymen o». lx. 
from tbrir state of covenant with God, ch. ix. 

1—5. 

I declare the truth in Christ 1 : I do not speak Ver - *■ 
falsely , my conscience bearing testimony with me 
that it is r/i Me Aofy spirit K 

As the apostle of the Gentiles, I now announce 
a melancholy truth, which I have in charge from 
Christ: I solemnly assure you it is no forgery of 
mine ; my conscience bears its testimony, that the 
awful purpose has been revealed to me by the holy 
spirit. 

That I hare great grief and incessant pain in 2. 
my heart , (for I myself once gloried in being an 3. 
alien from Christ*,) on account of my brethren , 
my kinsmen according to the flesh. 


1 “ tm Christ “ m the hotg spirit ;”] i. e by authority from 
Clrat—revealed by the spirit, “» a dnciple of Christ—as 
ace enlightened by the holy spirit/’ Newcorae. 

* fvr I myself, tc] * 6 for I also was once an alien from 
Christ/' Wakefield; to whom we are indebted for the elucida¬ 
tion of this difficult passage, which most, if not aQ the critics 
who preceded him seem to have totally misunderstood. He 
iSiatiates the phrase by the Eo^cto; aval of Homer, “ 1 pro¬ 
fess myself to be /’ and justly add*, " this solution makes the 
parage rational and ptam” 

Of *37 xj»j37 s~p< 2 .tu) scyefau swat. 

Iliad. A. v. 91. 73. 


Addks here contemptuously represents Agamemnon as 
boasting of fra superiority to the other chiefs; so the apostle 
uoe only was an alien from Christ, but he gfarierl in his enmity 
to bat, and in being a savage persecutor of his disciples. It as 
lace that he now reflects upon with deep regret; 
that so many of his beloved countrymen are actu¬ 


ated by the: 

** I codd wish that 


spun. Archbishop Newcome renders the clause, 
hat 1 nrvseif were accursed by Christ/' Dodd- 
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I am indeed unwilling to name it; for my heart 
is filled with anguish at the recollection which con¬ 
tinually haunts me, which indeed is never absent 
from my thoughts: namely, that the great mass 
of my countrymen, my brethren of the Jewish na¬ 
tion, are now, vvliat I once madly boasted myself to 
be, aliens from Christ and his doctrine, haters c.f 
his name; and thus excluded from all the benefits 
of the new covenant. Such is indeed their misera¬ 
ble state. 

The delicacy of the apostle’s address upon this 
occasion is very striking. He begins with the so¬ 
lemn annunciation of a message from God. And 
what does he announce ? Apparently nothing more 
than this : That he having once been an enemy to 
the gospel and excluded from its benefits, is now 
full of trouble and anguish on account of his coun¬ 
trymen; and there he stops, leaving it to the reader 
to judge what was the cause of the distress which 
he then felt, and which it was too painful for him to 
name explicitly. 

The apostle calls the Jews his kinsmen <£ accord- 


ridge, after Waterland, renders it, “ after the example of 
Christ,” 2 Tim. i. 3 : both very far from the simplicity and per¬ 
tinence of Wakefield, whose interpretation appears to be con¬ 
firmed by a similar phraseology, Gal. iv. 12, which in the com¬ 
mon version stands “ be as 1 am, for 1 am as ye arc;" which 
hardly makes sense. <f to; &yu>, ori xa yw ces Casts' " 

“ Be as I now am, for I once was as you now arc j” that is, alien¬ 
ated from Christ and his doctrine, and attached to the rites and 
ceremonies of the law. I have long seen my error, and felt the 
benefit of the change: may you see yours, and act and profit 
as I have done. 
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ing to the flesh;” by which every reader understands, 
his natural relations: nor does any one imagine that 
he has any secret reference to supernatural kindred. 
Let this be remembered, when the same language 
is applied to Christ. 

The apostle now proceeds to enumerate the pri¬ 
vileges of God’s ancient people, the original pos¬ 
session of which greatly aggravates the disgrace and 
misery of their present rejection. 

// ho are Israelites*. Who have the honour of 
being descended from him who was chosen before 
he was bom, to be the heir of the promise ; and to 
whom a name was given as a pledge of the divine 
favour. 

TF'hose is the adoption. WTio are called sons of 
God ; being as it were new born, by their deliver¬ 
ance from the servitude of Egypt, and their inhe¬ 
ritance of the land cf Canaan, which God had pro¬ 
mised to their forefathers. Hos. xi. 1. 

And the glory. Who were honoured with a vi¬ 
sible symbol of the divine presence; first, in the 
pillar of cloud and fire which directed their march 


1 ffho are Irraeiite*.] “ mho arc the descendants of Israel, 
the adopted sons of God, Exod. nr. 22, 23 ; amo ng' whom God 
displayed the glorious symbol of his presence - with whom he 
entered into covenant by Abraham and Moses, see Epb. ii. 1 2 - 
to whom be gave the law of the two tables, and afterward the ce¬ 
remonial ordinances - to whom illustrious promises were made 
by their forefathers and by the prophets j whose ancestors were 
the patriarchs : and of whom, as to his h uma n lineage, Christ 
descended, who is om all, Eph. L 22, 23 - Phil. ii. 9 ; Matt, 
totii. I S. God, Matt. L 23 ; Heb. L 8 j John i. 1. blessed for 
ever. Her. r. 12,13.” Newcome. 
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Ch. IX. through the wilderness; and afterwards in the She- 
^ er ‘ 4 * chinah or cloud of glory, which rested upon the 
mercy seat. 

And the covenants. To whom belonged the two 
tablets of stone on which the ten commandments 
were engraven by the finger of God himself, which 
were the terms of the covenant which God conde¬ 
scended to establish between himself and the Jewish 
people : and to which, if they had faithfully adhered, 
they would never have been rejected. 

And the giving out of the law: in a solemn and 
public manner, from Mount Sinai. 

And the religious service. A ritual of worship 
instituted by God himself; and adopted, first in 
the tabernacle, and afterwards in the temple. 

And the promises. The promise of the posses¬ 
sion of the land of Canaan and of being supported 
there; also, of triumphing over all their enemies, 
as long as they continued faithful to the covenant: 
and finally, the promise of the Messiah, in whom 
all the nations of the earth should be blessed, and 
under whose reign righteousness and peace should 
be established, universally, and for ever. 

5. Illwse are the fathers . Who have the honour 

of being descended from Abraham, Isaac, and Ja¬ 
cob : a family who were selected by the wisdom of 
God from the rest of the world, and to whose pos¬ 
terity the covenant was limited. 

Of whom is Christ according to the flesh. Who 
may boast of Christ himself as their countryman 
and kinsman; descended from the same distin- 
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gnkhed BBccftors and subject to the same laws, to 
die same dispensation of rites and ceremonies. It 
mar hoe be important to remark, that the phrase 
“ according; to the flesh,” as applied to Christ, no 
move indicates a superior extraction, different from 
that of the flesh, than it does when applied (ver. 3) 
to the apostle Paul. It is a mere Jewish idiom, ex¬ 
pressing natural consanguinity - 

FFhase is the God over all 1 , blessed f&r ever - 


1 ffhoat at At Gad, Brr] <xr * for a as*. Tim mM prubsUf 
b tkt me imfi ng, agieeabijr to die jrnfirioiB conjedme at' 
jj fii litwgiM , W1^, and Tayfer, dumgh it is not sothorized 
by any s mnmc t^d, veiMon, or etcleriastical authority: bcttiie 
na Boi oB aeen to require tt It b nest to impossible that the 
yak, wbea enumerating the dratingiiudung: privileges of Ms 
cuamtrynaera, omit ik greatest privilege of all; namely, 

flat God was m a perafiar sense tfaetr God, the God of Abn- 
bm, Isaac, and Jacob. Tlas far has before mentioned, as the 
toast of the Jm, cb-i 17; and as the chief glory of bekv- 
m is Christ, vho inrctcd to the privileges of Goal's anomt 
p eopl e . Bom. t. II; and be canid not avoid repeating it Enere. 
And doe verbal aa p b angof a m* for ore i is so very itLcrmstder- 
able, that it nght carifiy escape the pen of some tarty tiaro - 
oier: perhaps of the apostle's own amaaeoiM— A into 
coestractiocB, suggested by a leaned friend, d eems m Crib- 


rs 7 irraJUas^auf 

Aitic;, -jia ztci yzatpapnz, atv i2{Uf anyr^f, 

G» ^aeryf, ar> tbst*. 


Tp.s; Alii, 73. 

If dhrcmujnciB renting dnddbe prefiemd, the proper tram* 
hnarwiMbr that of EcasHsns, Dr. Cfiarfce, Mr. Lock, Mr. 
Uri«y t and massy others, riz. arfe» » am God be bluatd 
fm txtrxamt - cr, ar&» » seer ®Hbe hieaxd fm everwtort ,— 
Mr. l mdir i says, ^Seijwri, p. 204 ,) that fibas chcase " was read 
**» » not «• appear to belong to Christ, at least foe the fint 
cralnhs. Origin oh it rashness lo suppose that Cheat 
> God over aB_ ’ See dw (Me on die Trio, to- 539, and 
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Ch. IX. 
Ver. 5. 


more. Amen . And to crown the catalogue of Jew¬ 
ish privileges, they have a right to boast in that 
God who is the Lord of universal nature, the ruler 
of all the nations of the earth, unchangeably glo¬ 
rious and happy, as in a peculiar sense their Father 
and their God: who owned the descendants of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as his first-born among 
the families of the earth, and who provided for them 
a distinguished inheritance among the nations. 

Thus the apostle expresses his extreme regret 
that a nation, to which he was so closely allied, 
which was naturally so dear to him, and which had 
been so pre-eminently distinguished by its sacred 
privileges from all other nations, should now be 
rejected because of its unbelief. 

II. 

The apostle states and replies to certain objec¬ 
tions which are opposed to the doctrine which he 
here announces concerning the rejection of God’s 
ancient people, ver. G—24. 

Obj. 1. This dispensation is no violation 
of the divine promise, ver. G—13. 

Not that by any means the word of God has 
ailed. 

It may perhaps be objected, that God cannot cast 
the Jewish nation out of his covenant; for this would 
direct breach of his promise, which is impossible. 

jj.] The apostle replies to this by stating, that 
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the promise was originally limited to a select num¬ 
ber, and was not applicable to all who might claim 
the btmefit of it, whether they complied with the 
conditions or not. 

For all the posterity of Israel are not the true 
Israel ! . 

It is perfectly analogous to the manifestations of 
the divine mercy in the Old Testament, that when 
a promise is made in general terms, it is to be un¬ 
derstood with reasonable limitations. Upon this 
principle the promises made indefinitely to the de¬ 
scendants of Jacob, are to be understood as limited 
to those only who, meeting the conditions of the 
covenant, were thereby proved to be Israelites in 
purview of the promise; which many of Jacob’s 
natural descendants are not. 

[2.] The apostle further illustrates tbe limita¬ 
tion of the divine promise by the entail of it upon 
the descendants of Abraham by Sarah, to the exclu¬ 
sion of all the rest, ver. 7—9. 

Aor, because they are the posterity of Abraham , 
are they all his children; but, the posterity of Isaac 


1 For off the posterity, it] Dr. Tartar, with Mr. L mke, m- 
toprrti lln passage, q. d. “ tfce whole both of oatraisJ-horn 
Jtu are not the whole of tbe Israel of Godf implying that 
tbe also were i n i IkAh I in the prootMe to Ahra- 

bw. Rut I wim* thick tfcart the apoV^'s wwtfct wiD bear die 
■ run pw^n them bp these able expoMum. Tkcraman 
to p gfariau appears to gw* im q nwtBfiHaM y tine true owe: 
f f tbe prawne h wot so as to extend to all aatnrah 

bora lncfita f withou esceptam. 


Ch. IX. 
Ver. 6. 
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Ch. IX. only shall be called thine 1 . That is, the natural 
er ' ' descendants are not the children of God 2 ; but the 
children of the promise only are accounted the true 
offspring, 

Abraham had children by Hagar and Keturah as 
well as by Sarah, and he was anxious for their wel¬ 
fare ; but he could not prevail to have their names 
enrolled in the covenant. The answer of God to 
the patriarch’s importunity was a peremptory de¬ 
claration, that the promise should be limited to the 
posterity of Isaac, Gen. xvii. 20, 21. This shows, 
that though the promise was made indefinitely to 
Abraham’s descendants, it was in fact limited to the 
line of Isaac. And the promise to Jacob and his 
descendants must be understood with similar limi¬ 
tations. 

9. Tor this is the word of promise , At this very time 
I will come , and Sarah shall have a so?i. 

I have heard thee, saith the oracle, Gen. xvii. 20, 
for Ishmael, and I will make him a great nation; 
but iny covenant will I establish with Isaac, whom 
Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the 
next year. 


[3.] The apostle further illustrates the conduct 
of Divine Providence, in limiting the application of 
an indefinite promise, by the case of Jacob and 

1 The posterity, &c.] Gr. through Isaac thine offspring 
shall he called.” Newcome. 

2 The natural descendants, &c.] Gr , ff they that are the chil¬ 
dren of the flesh.” Newcome. 
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Esau : the preference of Jacob being declared be- ch. ix. 
fore the twins were born, ver. 10—13. 

And not only this, but Rebecca also having Ver. 10. 
conceived by one person , namely, ourfather Isaac , 
exhibits a similar example 3 . 

Isaac is not the only instance of a special limi¬ 
tation to an indefinite promise; for though the 
covenant was established with Isaac and his descen¬ 
dants, it did not extend to both his children, but 
was limited to one only, who was chosen by the free 
mercy of God. And Rebecca, who had conceived 
twins by Isaac, was favoured with a memorable ora¬ 
cle which establishes this important fact. 

For before their birth , when the children had li. 
done neither good nor evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not according 
to works, but to the will of him who inviteth, it was 12. 
said onto her, that the elder shall serve the younger: 
as it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau 13. 
have I hated. 

When Rebecca, in her state of pregnancy, being 
alarmed with respect to the event, expressed her 


5 Exhibits a similar example.] The sense is defective, and re¬ 
quires to be filled up. Archbishop Newcome supplies it in this 
manner : " bat Rebecca also had the word of promise flee. 
The former seems more intelligible, it being the design of the 
apostle to show that an indefinite promise » not to be under¬ 
stood in an absolute sense. The promise wag made to the pos¬ 
terity of Abraham, but it was limited to his posterity by Isaac - 7 
ami here a gain the promise is made to the children of Isaac, 
bat it n tnnsfed to the descendants of Jacob. So the promise is 
made to the daUrea of Israel, but it Is limited to those who 
are the true Israel 
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Ch. IX. feelings and her fears in the presence of God, the 
Ver. 13. orac ] e vouchsafed a gracious answer, Gen. xxv. 22, 
23. It was announced to her that she was about 
to be the mother of two children, each of whom 
would be the founder of a great nation ; but that 
the younger would be the most powerful, and that 
he would in fact be the inheritor of the promise, 
and that the descendants of the-elder brother should 
be in subjection to those of the younger. Now 
observe, this arrangement was made before they 
were born, and before it was possible that either of 
them should be capable either of right or wrong, 
and consequently the designation of the younger 
was not the reward of merit, nor the rejection of 
the elder the consequence of demerit; but all de¬ 
pended upon the sovereign will of God, who, for 
wise but unknown reasons, invited the one and re¬ 
jected the other. And in this sense we are to un¬ 
derstand the declaration of God by the prophet 
Malachi (ch. i. 2.), “ Jacob have I loved, and Esau 
have I hated.” Not that God is capable of loving 
or hating any of his rational offspring without rea¬ 
son ; but q . d. Without any regard to their cha¬ 
racter and merit I have, for reasons not divulged 
to mankind, appointed the posterity of Jacob to 
the possession of privileges which are not granted 
to the descendants of Esau l . 


1 Upon this passage it is obvious to remark, that the words 
love and hatred do not in this connexion express affections of 
the mind, (for what indeed can be more absurd than to attri¬ 
bute human passions to a Being of unchangeable benevolence ?) 
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Obj. 2. The present rejection of the Ch.ix. 
Jewish nation is not an act of injustice, upon 


but limply the purpose of the chyme Being to place one of the 
p e n on s alluded to in favourable and the other in unfavourable 
circumstances ; to select one as the heir of the promises in pre¬ 
ference to the other, and that antecedently to any personal me¬ 
rit or demerit on their part: and it is also evident that the pos¬ 
terity, and not the persons of the individuals named, were the 
objects of the prophecy, and that the distinction between them 
relates, not to their condition as individuals, but to their na¬ 
tional privileges. 

Hence sc may take occasion to observe, that the scriptures 
ought to be read with due consideration and reflection; that 
much of its language is to be understood in a qualified sense ; 
and particulariy that where human passions, such as love, ha - 
tied, indignation, and the like, are ascribed to God, these ex¬ 
pressions are never to be understood literally, but that they 
refer solely to dispensations of natural good or evil, with which 
individuals may be respective))' risked, but which aD flow equally 
from infinite benevolence under the direction of infinite wis¬ 
dom. 

Also, though the reason of the appointment of some to ad¬ 
vantages and privileges which are denied to others may often 
not be discover abl e by human sagacity, we are not for that rea¬ 
son to suppose that the great common Parent of mankind acts 
arbitrarily and from caprice ; for infinite wisdom always governs 
its choice by the best motives, though they' may be impercepti¬ 
ble or incompre h en s ible by the human intellect. Jt is also ob¬ 
vious, though it is not the immediate subject of the apostle's 
discourse, that the came principles most and do apply to indi¬ 
viduals as to communities. The Maker of all things appoints 
to every human being the circumstances of b is birth, his talents, 
h» constitution, his connexion, his education, hts early impres¬ 
sions, his moral principles, the result of which is his moral and 
social habits, his character, bn success in life, and his ultimate 
condition and state. God w the cause of aD causes, an things 
come to pass accor din g to his purpose, and, whatever inequali¬ 
ties may appe a r in bn conduct to indiridnabi, no one shall ever 
hare reason eventually to complain of injustice; and in the 
grand result, aO fan creatures shaU hare reason to be thankful 

Craw I Is ii i w — - L* _Ttl t* sL ^ rt*» Ir'nJ ■ it 
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cii. IX. the principles of the Jewish scriptures, ver. 14— 
18. 

The apostle first states the objection, ver. 14. 
Ver. 14, What shall we say then P is not God unjust P 
Far from it. 

6 We allow that an indefinite promise is not al¬ 
ways to be taken in its most extensive sense; but 
is it not injustice in God from a number of equally 
unoffending individuals to select some for evil, and 
others for good ? to appoint our ancestors to parti¬ 
cipate in his covenant, and so to order our circum¬ 
stances that we should be rejected ? 5 The apostle 
meets this supposed objection with a direct nega¬ 
tive, and proceeds to suggest those considerations 
which he regarded as a satisfactory reply, and which 
to the Jews must necessarily have appeared con¬ 
clusive, because they consist of cases in point taken 
from their own scriptures : q. d. God has actually 
pursued the conduct to which you object, and has 
claimed a right to act in this sovereign and arbi¬ 
trary manner with his creatures, and therefore you 
cannot dispute it. 

[1.] God, in his reply to Moses, expressly chal¬ 
lenges the right to dispose of his favours as he 
pleases, ver. 15, 16. 

I V For he saith to Moses, / will show mercy on 

whom I please to show mercy , and I will have coni' 
passion upon whom I please to have compassion. 

When that highly favoured servant of God was 
desirous to see the divine glory, probably alluding 
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to some glorious vision which he supposed to be Cb. ix. 
contained within the pillar of cloud from which the Vcr ,5 ‘ 
oracle was delivered with an audible voice, the Di¬ 
vide Being, in his reply, Exod. xxxiii. 10, conde¬ 
scendingly intimates that his essence was invisible, 
and that nothing of his nature could be understood 
by man but his benevolence. I will cause all my 
goodness, says he, to pass before thee; and even 
this attribute he exercises in a way beyond the com¬ 
prehension of man, and which must often appear 
arbitrary and capricious. I will be gracious to 
whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on 
whom I will show mercy. And from hence the 
apostle argues, that if he chose to reject the pre¬ 
sent Jews, though he had chosen their ancestors, 
he was only exercising a prerogative which he claim¬ 
ed as his right. 

So then , it is not of him that wiilelh , nor of him 16. 

that runneth , hut of God who shoiuelh merry. 

Upon this principle, Jacob and his posterity were 
selected to inherit the promise, very much against 
the inclination of Isaac and the exertions of Esau. 

Esau was the elder son and the father’s favourite, 
who designed the blessing for him, and sent him 
out to prepare the venison, that be might eat and 
pronounce the blessing: in the mean time Jacob 
came in, and surreptitiously obtained it; so that 
Isaac s purpose and Esau's dutiful labours were de¬ 
feated by the fraudulent act of Jacob, and the bless¬ 
ing was entailed upon him; not indeed as the re¬ 
ward of a lying hand upon hts aged father, which 

vol. i. r 
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Ch. ix. deserved severe reprehension, but because God, for 
Vcr-16, w ’i Se and good reasons, had determined before he 
was born that the promise should, independently 
upon Jacob’s character, be entailed upon his fami¬ 
ly ; and he has a right freely to withdraw, what he 
thus freely, and independently of all antecedent me¬ 
rit, gave. See Gen. xxvii., to which the apostle 
alludes. 


[2.] God has exercised the' same sovereign right 
in the case of Pharaoh, ver. 17, IS. 

17. Moreover ', the scripture saith to Pharaoh , For 
this ve?y purpose have I raised thee up 2 , that / 
way show forth my poiver in thee , and that my 
name may he celebrated through all the earth . 


1 Moreover .] yap. This particle is here used as introducing 
a collateral argument, not as alleging a reason for an antece¬ 
dent assertion. 

* Have I raised thee up.'] “ I have restored thee to health 

and preserved thee alive,” &c. Taylor; who with Whitby, 
Ainsworth, and others, translates Exod. ix. 15, “For now I 
stretched out niy hand and I had smitten thee and thy people 
with pestilence, and thou hadst been cut off from the earth, but 
in very deed, &c.” Dr. Whitby adds, “ hence we learn how 
alien from the truth and from the import of the words is that 
exposition which saith, For this cause have I created thee, or 
raised thee to be the king of .’Egypt.” But if it was consis¬ 
tent with the Divine character to restore Pharaoh to health and 
to preserve his life, in order to place him in a situation in 
which his obdurate guilt would magnify the Divine power and 
justice in delivering the Israelites, and in the punishment of 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians, it would have been equally con¬ 
sistent with the justice and benevolence of God, as no doubt in 
fact it was, to give him life at hist, and to place him in circum¬ 
stances in which this was the foreseen and intended result. The 
difficulty, whatever it be, is not to be got rid of merely by 
removing it a little further oft. 
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The case of Pharaoh is another example of a ch.jx. 
public person who, by the sovereign pleasure of cr ‘ " 
God for reasons not communicated to man, was 
placed in circumstances of great moral disadvan¬ 
tage. For of him it is recorded, Exod. ix. 15, 16, 
that Moses declared to him, in the name and by 
the authority of God, that he had restored him from 
the plague with which he had been smitten, and 
had raised him up from the bed of sickness, for the 
express purpose of exhibiting him to the world as 
an awful monument of divine power and justice; 
to show to what degree of depravity the repetition 
of crime might debase the mind ; and likewise to 
warn presumptuous sinners, that guilt, however 
hardened by practice or protected by power, was 
never beyond the arm of divine justice, which at 
the appointed time would never fail to seize its vic¬ 
tim, and to visit the obdurate offender with punish¬ 
ment proportioned to his crimes. 

So then with whom he pleases he deals merci- lfl. 
fully , and whom he pleases he treats harshly 3 . 


3 He treati harthhj.] I have adopted the interpretation of 
Rosenmuller: ** Ergo pro muo arbitrio hunc benitfne, ilium, mi- 
mu heni%ne t vel duriter tractat .” This sense best keeps up the 
opposition in the two clauses of the sentence, and seems best 
to support the apontle’s conclusion. Most interpreters, how¬ 
ever, adopt the common translation, ** whom he will he hard¬ 
ened!/’ referring to Exod. x. 27., xi. 10, and other texts, in 
whkrh God is said to harden Pharaoh’s heart. And the latter 
interpretation seems to lay a better foundation for the follow¬ 
ing objection, Why doth he yet find fault ? This passage has 
given rise to the inextricable controversy among theologians, 
whether, and m what sense, God is the author of moral evil. In 
no sense, however, can it be admitted that God is the approver 

p 2 
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ch. ix. Thus it appears that the sovereign ruler of the 
Vcr *world not only claims a right to place his creatures 
in circumstances more or less advantageous, as he 
pleases, but that he has actually exercised this right 
in various instances, which those who profess to re¬ 
ceive the Mosaic writings as of divine authority can 
neither deny nor impeach. And if he had a right 
to select Isaac and reject Ishmael, to choose Jacob 
and abandon Esau, to save the Hebrew nation by 
Moses, and to punish and destroy Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians, who shall deny that in these times he 
has an equal right to admit into his covenant the 
believing Gentiles, and to reject the unbelieving 
Jews ? 


Obj. 3. The apostle, upon general prin¬ 
ciples, vindicates the character of God as a righteous 
governor in the rejection of the Jews, ver. 19—24. 

If). Thou wilt then say to me , JVliy doth he yet find 
fault? for lulio hath resisted his will 1 ? 

of evil ; though it cannot be denied, except bv those who deny 
the foreknowledge of God, that he often places his creatures 
in those circumstances, the certain and foreseen result of which 
will be the production of a great mass of guilt and misery. 

1 Why doth he yet Jind fault? &c.] If the common inter¬ 
pretation of ver. 18 be adopted, “ whom he will he harden¬ 
ed,” the objection, “ Why doth he yet find fault r ” is very na¬ 
tural, and can never be satisfactorily answered by those who 
maintain the doctrine of absolute and arbitrary decrees. Nor 
the answer of the apostle, as commonly understood, much to 
the purpose; for, instead of vindicating the justice of God, it 
only appeals to his power, and silences the objection by urging, 
that it is useless for a creature to complain. 

But if the apostle’s assertion is that God, at his good plea¬ 
sure, places Borne of his creatures in circumstances of moral 



Pa.t fV. 


ROMANS. 


Sect, I. if. 3. 213 


Possibly some Jewish reader, not immediately Ch. ix, 
discerning the scope of the argument, may be ready Vtr 1J ' 
to say. Well, and what is all this to us, and how are 
we to blame ? did any one ever object to the right 
which God exercised of selecting the Hebrew na¬ 
tion as his peculiar people, and of rejecting Esau 
and punishing Pharaoh ? 

The apostle silences the objector by reminding 
him, that the same principles which apply to the 
conduct of Divine Providence towards the heathen 
nations, are equally applicable to the case of the 
Jews. 

[1.] He reminds the objector, that the sovereign 

and political advantage, and other* in circumstance* of corres- 
poooing disadvantage; and if he illustrates this conclusion to 
the satisfaction of the Jew by the examples of Uhmael and Isaac, 
of Esau and Jacob, the objection then sLinds thus : Be it so : 

Isaac and Jacob, and their posterity, are selected and preferred ; 

Uhmael, Esau, and Pharaoh, are rejected and cast away ; all 
has taken place according to the divine decree. Nobody re¬ 
sists, nobody compbius > why then is God dissatisfied } why 
does he will to introduce a change, to choose the Gentile, to 
reject the Jew ? 

To this question the apostle's answer t* full m point, and 
completely satisfactory. He first shows, ver. 20, 21, that God 
has the same right to dispose of one Hass or nation that he has 
of another, and that none of his > reatare* have a right to com¬ 
plain of their Miration because of the inferiority of their advan¬ 
tages. And secondly, he argues, ver. 22—24, that no one could 
charge God with injustice if he deprived a nation of privileges 
wfckh they had long neglected and abased, and imparted them 
to the Gentiles, who were prepared to receive and to improve 
them scQ. 

Thus the apostle's reasoning is perfectly conclusive ; and this 
circumstance is highly favourable to the interpretation which 
KowMmDtr gives of the 18th verse, which is different from 
that of a0 other expositors which 1 have seen. 
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Lord and proprietor of all has an undoubted right 
to place his creatures in whatever circumstances he 
pleases, ver. 20, 21. 

A ay but f O man , who art thou that disputest 
with GodP shall the ivork sap to the ivork?nau , 
Why hast thou made me thusP Hath not the potter 
power over the clay , out of the same mass to form 
one vessel for an honourable and another for a dis¬ 
honourable use P 

q. d. You are very well content with the rejec¬ 
tion of Esau and the destruction of Pharaoh and 
his host; but you do not like that the Jews, in si¬ 
milar circumstances, should be treated in a similar 
manner. But why not P What claim has a Jew 
upon his Maker above a heathen, to entitle him to 
a preference ? Shall a vessel say to its former. 
Why was not I cast in a better mould, or made ap¬ 
plicable to a more useful or ornamental purpose ? 
May a potter from the same mass of clay form ves¬ 
sels for verv different purposes, each useful in its 
place; and shall we deny to God the same sovereign 
authority over all his works ; the right to place some 
of his creatures in circumstances of great natural 
and moral advantage, and others of corresponding 
disadvantage; and again, if he pleases, to reverse 
their condition, to depress those who were upper¬ 
most, and to raise those who were depressed ? and 
shall any in these circumstances presume to charge 
their Maker with injustice ? 


[2.] To bring the matter home, the apostle chal- 
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lenges the objector to say why the Jew, who has Ch.ix. 
abused hi« privileges, should not be cast of£ and Vtr ' “ l * 
the Gentile, who is willing to accept of mercy, 
should not be received, ver. 22—24. 

lVhat if God bore with much / ong-st/fiering the 22- 

vessels of wrath , fitted for destruction , resolving to 
manifest his wrath and to make known his power * P 

Suppose a nation highly distinguished by its pri¬ 
vileges : suppose this nation to have abused its pri¬ 
vileges, to have rebelled against its God, to have 
disobeyed his authority, and to have persecuted his 
prophets and messengers; suppose that God in his 
mercy bore long with these provocations, and used 
various means to reclaim a disobedient people, which 
notwithstanding all the means of recovery hardened 
itself still more in wickedness, rendering themselves 
the worthy objects of divine indignation and be¬ 
coming ripe for destruction ; and supposing that 
after all this forbearance God should at last resolve 
to manifest his displeasure, to reject them from his 
favour, and to make an awful display of his power 
and justice in the ruin and condemnation of a guilty 
nation, who shall in this case presume to arraign the 
wisdom and equity of the divine government, and 
to charge God with injustice ? 

And resol ring likeun.se to make known the riches 23. 
oj his glory towards the vessels of mercy which he 
has before prepared for glory, even towards us 24. 

1 The apostle » extreme reluctance to express in plain terms 
the rejection of the Jew*, renders hu language obscure, though 
hn meaning is sufficiently evident. 
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Ch. IX. whom he has invited , not only from among the 
Ver. 24. j' rom among the Gentiles also. 

And suppose further, that God being resolved 
to exhibit examples of mercy as well as of justice, 
and particularly to manifest the glorious riches of 
his gospel to those whom he has selected as vessels 
of mercy, and who, having been placed in situations 
in which they were taught the necessity and import¬ 
ance of heavenly aid, were - prepared for accepting 
the offers of the gospel; and suppose that agreeably 
to this benevolent purpose, he by his appointed mes¬ 
senger invited all persons of all nations to accept 
these inestimable blessings, and that he receives into 
covenant all who believe in the mission of Jesus 
Christ, whether Jews or Gentiles, and rejects all 
who decline to accept the gracious proposals of the 
gospel; who will presume to arraign the wisdom 
and equity of the divine government in such a case 
as this, or to say that God is either unwise or un¬ 
just P 


III. 

The rejection of the Jewish nation in general, 
the admission of the Gentiles to a state of privi¬ 
lege, and the reasons of this dispensation, are di¬ 
stinctly marked by the prophets Hosea and Isaiah, 
ch. ix. 25—33. 

1. The fact is stated by the prophet Ho- 
sea, ver. 25, 26. 

25. As he also saith in Ilosca , 1 will call those who 
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were not my people , my people; and her who wan Ch. ix. 
not beloved\ beloved, ^ er ‘ ^ 

In Hos. ii. 23, it is written, “ I will sow her unto 
ine in the land; and I will have rnercy upon her 
that had not obtained mercy; and I will say to 
them which were not my people, Thou art my peo¬ 
ple ; and they shall say, Thou art my God.” It is 
plain from these words, that a people who had been 
rejected by God were to be admitted into his cove¬ 
nant ; and this is applicable to the Gentile world, 
as well as to the Jews when restored after a state 
of rejection. 

And it shall come to pass in the place where it 2fi. 
was said to them. Ye are not my people , there shall 
they be called sons of the living God. 

Again, it is written Hosea i. 10, after God had 
threatened to reject the Israelites, “ Yet the num¬ 
ber of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of 
the sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered; 
and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it 
was said unto them. Ye are not my people, there 
it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the 
living God 1 .” In both these passages it is evident 


1 It is no plain from the context of the piumagex citerl from 
Hosea, that the prediction refers to the restoration of the reject¬ 
ed Israelites, that I can by no means accede to the interpreta¬ 
tion of Hr. Taylor, that the object of the prophecy is the sulrtiti- 
tution of the Gentile* in the place of the rejected Jew*. Arch¬ 
bishop Newcoine explains the prophecy of the restoration bom 
the Babylonian captivity ; but I incline to the opinion of those 
expositor* who interpret the glowing language of the prophet as 
applicable to an event not yet accomplished. See Newcome's 
Translation of Hosea. 
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Ch. ix. from the context, that the prophet foretells the re- 
Ven 26 ' storation and prosperity of Israel after a previous 
rejection, amounting almost to extermination ; and 
in this view they might be properly cited by the 
apostle, in his delicate and covert manner, as in¬ 
cluding a previous rejection, which was the unpala¬ 
table doctrine he had immediately in view, under 
the pleasing anticipation of an ultimate glorious re¬ 
storation. 

Nevertheless, as the apostle introduces the suc¬ 
ceeding quotations from Isaiah, as particularly ap¬ 
plicable to the Jews, he plainly intimates that those 
from Hosea are applicable to the state of the Gen¬ 
tiles; and if so, he quotes them in the manner in 
which the scriptures appear to have been usually 
cited by the Jews of that age by w r ay of accommo¬ 
dation, not as expressing the original meaning of 
the prophet, but as language which w r as applicable 
to the doctrine which he meant to express. How 
far the apostle might himself be disposed to lean 
upon arguments of this nature, it may be difficult 
to ascertain, nor is it of much consequence; it is 
sufficient that his doctrine is true, though his rea¬ 
soning may not always be conclusive. 

2. The rejection of the Jews is an event 
explicitly foretold by the prophet Isaiah, ver. 27— 
29. 

27. But Isaiah cricth out concerning Israel ’, Though 
the number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of 

28. the sea , the remnant only shall be saved. For he 
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will aecomplish 1 and speedily finish his righteous 
account; surely the Lord will make a short reckon¬ 
ing upon the land. 

Tins quotation is made from Isa. x. ‘2*2, ‘23, and 
the apostle quotes literally from the LXX., or Greek 
translation of the Old Testament, which does not 
exactly agree with the Hebrew. The prophecy was 
written soon after the captivity of Israel by the As¬ 
syrians, and Judah is threatened witli a similar 
doom ; it is foretold that the invasion should be 
speedy and exterminating, so that a small remnant 
only should escape and be restored. This pro¬ 
phecy the apostle cites as descriptive of the present 
state of the Jews, who, like their apostate ancestors, 
were now, with the exception of a small remnant, 
rejected from the covenant of God. 

And as Isaiah had foretold , Unless the Lord of 
Host s had left, us a, seed , we should have become as 
Sodom y and been made like unto (iomorrha. 

This passage is taken from Isaiah i. D, in which 
the prophet describes some desolating judgements 
which threatened to lay waste the whole Jewish na¬ 
tion, had not God mercifully reserved a small rem- 


rii. ix. 

Vct. 2H. 


2y. 


1 Hr will accomplish , &<•.] if \oyov, k. r. A. per field aiim d 
suliito ahsoliuit ram pro vcracilnfc sud” Iloseninnllcr. “ gwte- 
Aeiv Aoyov, ran pcrjiccrc, auvTz[j,vetv , hranlor ubunlvac: devau - 
sis fnraisibns quee cdcriic.r ahsolimnlnr.” Idem. “ o ri Ar/ov, 
k.. r. a. 7 an sic fieri dam. cisc.qndur J)omin;is in lend, on reduu- 
dal, vd Vf.rtrndum, ntique, profedo." Idem. 

Tlu- Alexandrine manuscript leuves out the words ev Sncaio- 
<njyri — arvvT6Tij.y)p£vov, which makes the sense clearer, and the 
passage is ho quoted by Eusebius. Sec (iricsbuch, and Dod¬ 
son on Isa. x. T,\. 
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nant, which, like a seed remaining in the earth, 
might again sprout up a vigorous and flourishing 
plant: in this language the apostle describes the 
present forlorn state of the Jewish nation, as re¬ 
jected, but not utterly hopeless. 


3. The cause of this dispensation is ex¬ 
plained, ver. 30—33. 

In the first place the fact itself is distinctly stated, 
vei\» 30, 31. 

30 . JVhat shall wc sot/ then ? That the Gentiles, 
who did not pursue justification, have obtained jus¬ 
tification , that justification, however , which is by 

31. faith; but that Israel, who pursued a law oJ‘ jus¬ 
tification, hath not attained the law '. 

What now is the true state of the case ? In 
plain words, the Gentiles, who had no expectation, 
and no desire of being admitted into covenant with 
God, have had the offer made to them, and many of 
them have accepted it, and have been freely admit¬ 
ted into the community of God's chosen people, by 
their profession of faith in Christ as the Messiah. 
Whereas the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, God's own ancient people, who highly valued 
this privilege and were desirous above all things to 
retain it, and who adopted what they thought the 
right means for this purpose, have lost their object, 
having failed in the means which they employed, 


1 The laic.*] The received text adds “ of justification but 
the word Sixocioa-wys is omitted in the Alexandrine, Clermont, 
and other valuable copies. 
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and being defective in their obedience to the written Ch. ix. 
law. 

The apostle next shows what the mistake was in¬ 
to which the Hebrew nation had fallen, the conse¬ 
quences of which had been so very fatal, ver. 32, 33. 

Wherefore P Because they pursued it not by Vci*. 32. 
faith , but as if it were to be attained by the works 
of the law. 

It may naturally be asked, How could it happen 
that Israel, so proud of her privileges, so intent 
upon justification, so unwearied in the employment 
of what were believed to be the necessary means, 
should after all be defeated and disappointed in her 
main object ? The answer is obvious : Israel could 
not bear to submit to the new condition ; they 
would not hear of faith in a crucified Messiah as 
the means of acceptance with God, but sought after 
justification in the old way by obedience to a law, 
the precepts of which they had repeatedly broke, 
and under the condemning sentence of which they 
lay without the hope of relief. 

For they stumbled against that stumbling stone % 
as it is written , Behold 1 lay in Sion a stumbling 
stone , and a rock to strike against; and no one 
who relieth upon it shall be ashamed 2 . 


* So one—*htdl be athamed.) The apostle quotes from me¬ 
mory and from the LXX. translation j and to answer his pur¬ 
pose he cites from two prophecies, Isaiah xxviii. Jfi, viii. 14, 
blending them together so as to express his own meaning in 
scripture language, prclmbly by way of accommodation only, 
and bmiuse the unpleasing truth would be less offensive when 
expressed in the words of scripture. The apostle seldom men- 
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To receive as a prophet of God a man who had 
been born at Nazareth, rejected by the chief priests 
and pharisees, condemned as a blasphemer, and cru¬ 
cified as a malefactor, and to acknowledge and sub¬ 
mit to him as the promised Messiah, was a difficulty 
which these unhappy Israelites could not surmount; 
and their sad case may be described in words taken 
from the prophet Isaiah, ch. xxviii. 16 : “ Thus 
saith the Lord, Behold I lay in Sion for a foundation 
a stone,” which though it is there justly described 
with respect to some, as “ a tried stone, a precious 
corner stone, and a sure foundation,” will be what 
the same prophet represents, ch. viii. 14, “ a stone 
of stumbling and a rock of offence to both the houses 
of Israel.” And in truth upon this stone they have 
now fallen from that high eminence which they once 
held, and are so broken as scarcely to retain the re¬ 
mains of life. Yet still, it is added by the prophet, 
whosoever believeth in him who is the antitype of 
this figurative representation, whosoever builds upon 
this great and precious foundation, shall never be 
put to shame : for it is a foundation that will never 
fail; and though at present it is rejected by the 
house of Jacob, there is reason to hope that this 
blindness to truth and to their best interest will not 


always last. 


IV. 

The apostle laments that his countrymen have 


tions the rejection of his countrymen without suggesting a hint 
that this rejection would be neither total nor final; and this was 
probably his reason for inserting the concluding clause. 
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grievously mistaken the proper means of justifica- Ch. x. 
tion and acceptance with God, which he particu¬ 
larly describes, and shows from the Jewish scriptures, 
that it is offered to all who believe, without distinc¬ 
tion of Jew or Gentile, ch. x. 1 —13. 


1. The apostle, while he hears the most hearty 
good will to his countrymen, is yet constrained to 
declare, that notwithstanding their earnest desire to 
abide in covenant with God, they had totally mis¬ 
taken the means, by misunderstanding the design 
of the law, chap. x. 1—4. 

Brethren, the affectionate, desire 1 of my heart , V«r. 1. 
and my supplication to God for them e , is for their 
salvation 3 . 

I assure you, rny beloved associates in the faith 
of Christ, that whatever the treatment may have 
been which I have received from my countrymen, [ 
harbour no resentment against them, hut love them 
sincerely; and that my earnest affectionate wish and 
prayer for them all is, that they may escape from the 
condemnation of the law by embracing the doctrine 
of Christ. 

For I hear them testimony that they have zeal 2. 
for God 4 : hut not according to knowledge . 

1 Affectionate, dn»ire.] E uioxnx. “ In the accomplishment of 
which I should find the greatest complacency.” Doddridge. 

1 f or them.] This is the reading of the Alexandrine, Cler¬ 
mont, and other copies, and is adopted by (xricsbsich. "Hie re¬ 
ceived text reads, " for Israel.” 

9 Salvation ] “ that they may be saved.” Neweorne - t who 
explains, ” that they may enter into the covenant of salvation 
here, and into the glories of heaven hereafter,” 

* Zeal far Hod .] (ir. zeal of God.” This \% the well known 
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Ch. x. If they lose their high state of privilege, it is not 
^ u ‘^' because they are indifferent about it; for I bear them 
testimony that they are solicitous above all things to 
maintain their near relation to God as his peculiar 
people: but they are grievously mistaken in the 
means which are necessary for this purpose. 

«*• For being ignorant of God's method of justifi¬ 
cation, and seeking to establish their own *, they 
have not submitted to the justification of God. 

Not being aware that the method of justification 
by the law is now superseded, and being unacquaint¬ 
ed with the new method which God hath lately in¬ 
stituted, of justification by faith ; they have sought 
to secure the divine favour by an unreasonable at¬ 
tachment to ceremonial institutions, and have neg¬ 
lected to inquire into, or have refused submission to, 
that which is appointed by God. 

4. For Christ is the end of the law for justification 
to every believer. 

The design of the Mosaic institute is to lead to a 
more generous and enlarged dispensation. Its fi* 
gures and its prophecies are fulfilled in Christ; 
whose mission from God, as the saviour of the world, 
is now proposed as the object of that faith which is 
the ground of justification. 


form of the Hebrew superlative, and may signify nothing more 
than extraordinary zeal. Yet still the object of their zeal was. 
to remain in their station as the peculiar people of God : both 
these objects were probably in the apostle’s contemplation. 

1 Their owm,] This is the reading of the Alexandrine and Cler¬ 
mont copies, and of the Vulgate Version. The received text 
adds, foxcuoirvvy, justification. 
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‘2. The apostle distinctly explain* the different re¬ 
quisitions of the gospel and the law, ver. ft —10. 

First, he states the requisition of the law; name¬ 
ly, unfailing obedience, ver. ft. 

For Moses dcscriheth thejustification of the law , 
That the man who jivrjormcth them shall live hy 
them. 

This is an exact quotation from Lev. xviii. ft. 
The Mosaic law, hy which the Jews sought justifi- 
eatioii, (tries, “ Keep the commandments and live.” 
This condition the apostle has before shown to have 
been violated hy the Jews; and consequently that 
justification is not to he obtained by rigorous un* 
relenting law. 

The apostle next describes the language of the 
new dispensation; which requires faith in tint divine 
mission and resurrection of Christ, us the reason¬ 
able and practicable mode of admission to the pri¬ 
vileges of the new covenant, ver. 0—10. 

I hit the justification hy faith speaheth thus: 
Say not in thy heart , IVho shall ascend into hea¬ 
ven P that is, to conduct (Jhrist dmvn. 

To descend from heaven, was a familiar phrase 
among the Jews, to express the divine authority of 
a doctrine or a prophet. Ho our Lord saith, Matt, 
xxi. ‘25, “ The baptism of John, whence was it ? 
from heaven or of men ? ” And the meaning of 
the apostle is this: The language of the new dis¬ 
pensation is, Entertain no doubt concerning the 
divine mission of Christ: do not say, Who shall 
go to heaven to fetch him down from thence ? as 

von. i. 


('ll. X. 


Ver. r,. 


a, 


u 
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7. 


s. 


if he had not yet been manifested to the world. For 
Christ has already appeared on earth as a messen¬ 
ger from God, and has fully established his claim 
to a divine mission. 

Or who shall descend into the abyss? that is , 
to bring Christ up again front the dead l . 

Nor may you entertain any doubt of the resur¬ 
rection of Christ. You must not ask, “ Who will 
descend into the region of death, to bring up Christ 
from the grave?” as if you doubted whether he 
were already risen. No one who doubts concerning 
the mission and resurrection of Jesus Christ can 
with any propriety be admitted into the community 
of which Christ is the head, or to participate in its 
blessings and privileges. 

Ihit what saith it ? 

Having seen what the new dispensation forbids, 
let us now consider what it requires : and to this 
the answer is very easy. 

— The doctrine is near thee , in thy mouth and 
in thy heart 2 ; that is, the doctrine of faith which 
we preach. 

You need not go far to seek an answer. All of 
you who have been converted to the faith of Christ, 
have been taught it already; you have all learned 


1 That is, to bring Christ, &c.] “ For that is the same thing 
as to set aside the resurrection of Christ from the dead.'’ 
Wakefield. 

9 The doctrine is near, &c.] These words, and those in the 
sixth verse, are a quotation from Dent. xxx. 11, 13; but it is 
plainly byway of accommodation, the apostle not meaning to 
build any argument upon it. 
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to receive it as a truth of the highest importance: Cb. x. 
it is, in fret, that doctrine concerning frith in 
Christ, upon which we, who are authorized to 
preach the gospel, continually insist, as the princi¬ 
ple which lies at the foundation of our hope. 

That if thou confess with thy mouth that Jesus 9. 
is Lord, and believe in thy heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead\ thou shalt be sated. 

If you make a public profession that you ac¬ 
knowledge Jesus of Nazareth as your master, and 
that you bow to him as a teacher sent from God; 
and if you seriously and sincerely believe that he 
was raised to life after his crucifixion, by the power 
of God; you thus become a member of the com- 
munity of believers, and are entitled to the privi¬ 
leges of the people of God: you are rescued from 
the yoke of the law, and from the bondage of ido¬ 
latry and superstition, and are introduced into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. 

And it is reasonable that such privileges should 
be entailed upon a sincere belief, and a public pro¬ 
fession. 

Far, with the heart man believes to justification; 10. 

and with the mouth profession is made to salva¬ 
tion. 

If frith is sincere, it is known and accepted by 
God; and if this frith is publicly professed, the 
believer is publicly received into the Christian com¬ 
munity; and is rescued from the dominion of igno¬ 
rance and darkness, idolatry and rice. 

In this passage the apostle states, in the clearest 

a 2 
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Ch. x. language, the fundamental article of the Christian 
faith; all that is necessary to entitle a man to be 
admitted into the community of believers, and to 
be acknowledged as a Christian brother. “ If thou 
confess with thy mouth that Jesus is Lord, or Mas¬ 
ter, and believe in thy heart that God raised him 
from the dead, thou slialt be saved.” How widely 
different is this truly apostolic symbol, not only 
from the long catalogue of mysterious and self¬ 
contradictory articles, which are the boast, and 
the disgrace, of many churches calling themselves 
Christian, but also from that shorter and simpler 
confession of faith erroneously called the Apostles’ 
Creed, into which various articles are introduced to 
which the apostles were strangers! Nor can we 
ever hope to see pure Christianity firmly established, 
till these human formularies are laid aside; and 
professing Christians become willing to return to 
the primitive simplicity of the gospel doctrine, and 
to own as brethren all who believe in the resurrec¬ 
tion of Jesus and who acknowledge him as their 
Master. 

Be it further remembered, that the public pro - 
fession of truth is represented by the apostle as es¬ 
sential to an interest in the blessings of the new co¬ 
venant. What men believe in their heart, it is re¬ 
quired that they shall profess with their lips, and 
not shrink from any disgrace or persecution which 
may be the result of a fearless profession. If any 
are now ashamed of Christ and his words, the time 
is coming when he also will be ashamed of them. 
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3. The apostle appeals to the scripture, to con- Ch. x. 
firm Ills doctrine, ver. 11—13. 

Moreover the scripture saith , fVhosoever believ- Ver. 11. 
eth on him, shall not be put to shame . 

I have already shown (ch. ix. 33), that the pro¬ 
phet Isaiah, ch. xxviii. 16, proclaims security to 
those who believe, and who build upon the true 
foundation. And it is observable that he by no 
means limits the promise to the Hebrew nation: 
his expressions are general and indefinite, and in¬ 
clude all believers of all ages and countries. 

For there is no distinction of Jew and Greek; 12. 

for the same Lord 1 over all is bountiful to all who 
call themselves by his name: for yjhosoevcr taketh 13- 
upon himself the name of the Lord shall be saved 


1 The same Lord, &c.] tf all have the same Lord, abun¬ 
dantly kind (irAerrwi') to all that call themselves by hie name.” 
Wakefield. 

1 Whosoever taketh upon himself the name of the Lord.] Ertt- 
xaXfTijrai. So Wakefield. In the public version, “ whosoever 
calleth upon,” Ac. The word will bear either sense. “ I can¬ 
not but think that * all who call upon him,’ ver. 12, signifies all 
who are open and professed Christians.” Locke; who, in justi¬ 
fication of his inteqjretation, observes, “ that it will be an ill 
rule for interpreting St. Paul to tie up his use of any text he 
brings out of the Old Testament to that which is taken to be 
the meaning of it there.” Dr. Taylor, who does not quite ap¬ 
prove of Mr. Locke’s remark, vindicates the apostle’s method 
of quoting scripture, by observing, “ that he did not always 
quote in the same manner, or, for the same purpose.” He adds, 
I. Sometimes his intention goes no further than using the same 
strong expressions as being equally applicable to the point in 
hand, Horn. x. 6, 7, 8, 18.—2. Sometimes the design is only to 
show that eases are parallel, or that what happened in his time 
corres|HJnded to that which happened in former days, Horn. ii. 
21, viii. 3fi, ix. 27, 28, 29, xi. 2, 3, 1, 5, 8, 9, 10, xv. 21.— 
3. Sometimes the quotation is intended only to explain a doc- 
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You observe that the prophet makes no national 
distinctions. Nor is it reasonable that such di¬ 
stinctions should exist any longer; for God is equally 
related to all his creatures, the kind impartial pa¬ 
rent and benefactor of all: arid therefore all men 
of all nations who sincerely serve him, and who 
profess their regard to him in the way that he has 
appointed, shall be accepted by him. And to this 
doctrine the prophet Joel bears his testimony, as 
well as Isaiah. For he expressly declares, that in 
the times to which he alludes, all that worship God, 
and profess themselves his servants, shall be accept¬ 
ed by him and rescued from guilt and misery, Joel 


V. 

The apostle vindicates the mission of the preach¬ 
ers of the gospel; though it was foreseen, that the 
offer of its blessings would be accepted by the 
Gentiles and rejected by the Jews, ch. x. 14 to 
the end. 


1. None could ever become professors of the 
doctrine of Christ, if missionaries were not autho¬ 
rized to teach it, ver. 14, 15. 


trinul point, Rom. i. 17, iv. G—8, 38—21, ix. 20, 21,x. 15, xv. 
3.—Sometimes to prove a doctrinal point, Rom.iii. 4, JO— 
10, iv. 3, 17, v. 12—14, ix. 7, 9, 12, 13, 15, 17, x. 5,11, 13, 
xii. 19, 20, xiii. 9, xiv. 11.—5. Sometimes to prove that some¬ 
thing was predicted or properly foretold in the prophetic writ¬ 
ings, Rom. ix. 25, 26, 33, x. 10, 19, 20, 21, xi. 26, 27, xw 
9—13. 
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Haw then can they take his nameon whom 
they have not believed 9 

How can any call themselves after the name of 
Christ, and thus become entitled to the blessings 
of the gospel, if they do not believe in his divine 
mission ? 

And hoiv can they believe on him of whom they 
have not heard 9 

How is it possible that men should believe Jesus 
to be a prophet of God, if they never even heard 
his name ? 

And how can they hear without a preacher 9 

If no one will undertake to teach, how could any 
one ever learn ? 

And how can there be preachers , unless they be 
sent 9 

To preach the gospel to good purpose requires 
peculiar qualifications. It is not every one who, 
presumptuously intrudes into the office of a teacher 
that is duly qualified for it. A man, to preach ef¬ 
fectually, must receive a commission from God, 
and be suitably endowed with those gifts and powers 
which are necessary to excite the attention of un¬ 
believers, whether Jews or heathen, and to fix con¬ 
viction on the heart. 

The apostle is here speaking of the first teachers 


Ch. x. 

Ver. 14. 


15. 


1 Hot p can they take his name , &c.] “ How can they call 

themselves the disciples of a master, and take his name as the 
followers of his doctrine, whom they never regarded ?” Wake- 
held. Gr. “ How shall they,” &c. These are instances in 
which the future indicative has a modal sense, after the He¬ 
brew idiom. 
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Ch. x. of the gospel; who could have little hope of success 
Ver ' J5, unless they were properly appointed and instructed 
by the apostles and evangelists, and invested with 
those spiritual gifts and powers which in the apo¬ 
stolic age were necessary to rouse the attention and 
to subdue the heart. And to such persons in a 
peculiar and appropriate sense may be applied the 
words of the prophet Isaiah. 

As it is written , How beautiful are the feet of 
those who publish good tidings of peace, ivho pub¬ 
lish good tidings of good things ! 

These words are borrowed from Isaiah, lii. 7, 
and in their primary sense they express the joyful 
acclamations of the watchmen of Jerusalem, when 
they first discover upon the mountain tops the he¬ 
ralds who are sent to announce the approach of Je¬ 
hovah at the head of his chosen people; whom he 
hath redeemed from the Babylonian yoke, and is 
conducting through the wilderness to their own 
country : and well does it describe the joy of those 
who justly appreciate the joyful tidings of deliver¬ 
ance from the yoke of the law, and the bondage 
of heathenism, which were announced by the first 
authorized publishers of the gospel of Christ. 

The apostle now draws his conclusion, ver. 17. 

17. So then , this faith cometh by hearing , and this 
hearing by the word of God'. 

1 So the) f.] ctpasv : the form in w hich the apostle introduces 
his grand conclusion. This transposition of the IOth and 17th 
verses, as suggested by L’Knfnnt, is so necessary to clearing up 
the apostle’s reasoning, that the propriety of it can scarcely be 
doubted, though it is unsupported by authorities 
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Thus it appears, that all who believe in Christ, Ch. x. 
believe in consequence of suitable instruction ; but ' 
this instruction can only be communicated by those 
who derive their authority from God, and are duly 
qualified by him for the successful discharge of 
their office. 

2. The apostle argues, that the want of success 
is no objection against the divine commission of 
the first preachers of the gospel, ver. 16, 18. 

An objector may perhaps urge the fact. 

But all have not obeyed the gospel ; and he may 16. 
hence conclude, that God did not authorize the 
preachers of it: for, if he had, no doubt they would 
have been successful. 

This, however, the apostle remarks, is by no means 
a certain conclusion: 

For Isaiah sailh , Lord , who * hath believed our 
report 9 

And this language he uses, Isa. liii. 1, when 
speaking under the character of the Messiah. But 
if the Messiah himself complains of his want of 
success, it can be no objection against his messen¬ 
gers, that their disappointment is similar to that of 
their master. 

TTus is one instance among many, of the apos¬ 
tle s sudden change of persons without particular 


* Lord, rAo, Ac.] Isa. liii. 1. The word Lord being found 
here and in John xii. 38, and also in all the copies of the LXX. 
ha* probably by tome inadvertence been lost from the Hebrew 
te:;t. Sec Dodson % ba. in loc. 
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Ch. x. notice. An objection is started and the answer 
Ver ‘ 16 - given, while the current of the discourse remains 
unbroken by any formal change in the construc¬ 
tion. 

It may also be observed, that the apostle is very 
happy in his quotation from Isaiah; for the words 
being the complaint of the Messiah himself, the re¬ 
ply at once stops the mouth of the objector. 

The apostle proceeds: 

18. But I say , Have they not heard? Yea , verily: 
their voice went forth to all the earthy and their 
words to the extremities of the world. 

Can it be denied, that the preachers of the go¬ 
spel have performed their duty ? Have not the glad 
tidings been circulated far and wide, both among 
Jews and Gentiles ? Undoubtedly they have; and 
that to such an extent, that it may be said, in the 
language of the Psalmist, Psalin xix. 4, “ that the 
light of the gospel, like that of the natural sun, 
has diffused itself over every part of the habitable 
world,” 

Let it be remembered, that this language was 
used by the apostle within less than thirty years 
after our Lord’s resurrection ; for the epistle to the 
Romans was written about a.d. 58. And this 
early and rapid diffusion of the gospel can in no 
way be satisfactorily accounted for, but by the 
gifts and powers with which the first teachers were 
endowed. The hand of the Lord was with them, 
and therefore multitudes believed, and turned to 
the Lord. 
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3. Though the Jews have not received the go~ 
spel, this is an event which, how little soever to be 
expected, and how deeply soever to be regretted, is 
no more than what the prophets themselves have 
foretold, ver, 19—21. 

But I say. Hath not Israel known * ? 

It cannot be denied that the gospel has been suf¬ 
ficiently published to the Jewish people; but have 
they acknowledged its authority ? Is it possible, 
when messengers were sent, with manifest creden¬ 
tials of a divine commission, to proclaim the tid¬ 
ings and to offer the blessings of the gospel, that 
while the Gentiles listened and obeyed, the Jews 
should have been so ignorant and so besotted as to 
turn a deaf ear to the message from heaven, and 
to reject the grace of the gospel ? Can human folly 
and depravity be equal to so absurd and perilous a 
determination? Alas! it is but too true. Yet 
their rejection of the message from heaven is no 

1 Hath not Israel known?] " known this.” Newcomc, Mr. 
Locke sav*, “ In this and the next verses St. Paul seems to sup¬ 
pose a reasoning to this purpose: viz. That they did not deserve 
to be rejected, because they did not know that the Gentiles were 
to be admitted.” And most of the commentators interpret the 
text upon this principle, I think erroneously: for the apostle 
having stated the unsuccessful ness of the ministry as an argu¬ 
ment in the mouth of an objector against the authority of the 
gospel missionaries, continues his reply to tlus objection to the 
end of the chapter. He divides the objection into two parts : 
ver. 18, Have they not heard } Answer, They have ; as it was 
foretold that they should. Ver. 19. Have they acknowledged 
and received the gospel ? Answer, No ; as it was foretold that 
the Gentiles would embrace the offer* of the gospel, but that 
the Jew* would reject them. That tlie word ytvxTwu sometimes 
bears the sense of wrfwwwyua, » well know n. Sec Schlensner. 


Ch. X. 


Ver. 19. 
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ch. x. objection to its truth and authenticity, but the 
c * ’ contrary; for this conduct, strange as it is, both of 

Jews and Gentiles, was actually and in the clearest 
language foretold by the Jewish prophets. 

First , Moses sailh *, I will move you to jealousy 
by those who are not a people: 1 will provoke you 
to anger by a nation void of understanding. 

Deut. xxxii. 21, God denounces his anger against 
apostate Israel; and as they, his chosen people, had 
excited his jealousy and provoked his indignation by 
introducing idols as rivals of his authority, and co¬ 
partners in his worship; so will he provoke them to 
jealousy by selecting as his people those who are 
not now his people, that is, the believing Gentiles ; 
and will excite their indignation by the favours 
which he will bestow on a people enlightened by 
his word, but who are now treated as ignorant and 
brutish by the Jews, who value themselves on their 
superior light, while they reject the wisdom which 
is from above. 

20. But Isaiah 1 2 * 4 very boldly sailh , I was found by 
' them who sought me not: I was made manifest to 

21. those who inquired not after me. Whereas con - 


1 Moses sail ft, &c.] “ The design of Moses,” says Dr. l’ricstlev, 
“ was to describe the low state to which the Jews would he re¬ 
duced in consequence of their disobedience, so as to he oppressed 
and insulted by the meanest nations ; but the apostle applies nil 

this to the provocations the Jews would receive from the preach¬ 

ing of the gospel to the Gentiles, whom they held in the great¬ 
est contempt.” l)r. Taylor, however, contends, that the text 
as it stands in Deuteronomy, is full to the apostle’s purpose. 

4 But Isaiah, &i\] ‘ f In the passage here alluded to it is pro¬ 
bable the prophet only meant the Israelites, whom he was de- 
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arming Israel he saith , / have stretched forth my 
hands all the day long toward a disobedient and a 
gainsay ing people . 

And to conclude: nothing can be more plain 
and decisive than the language of Isaiah concern¬ 
ing both the Jews and Gentiles, Isaiah lxv. 1, 2. 
When God is represented as being found and made 
manifest to those who were careless and indifferent 
to this great discovery, the Gentiles only can be in¬ 
tended ; because, at no time could it be said that 
the Israelites were indifferent to the high privilege 
of being the children of God. And it is no less 
obvious, that the Jewish nation falls under the se¬ 
cond description, of refusing the invitations of 
mercy, and rejecting the offers of tlie gospel: not 
because they were indifferent to the object, but be¬ 
cause they would not believe the testimony which 
was given to the divine legation of Jesus and his 
apostles. 

From all these considerations, therefore, the con¬ 
clusion however lamentable is undeniably true, that 
as the case now stands, the unbelieving Jews, who 
at present constitute the main body of that unhappy 
nation, are rejected from their former state of cove¬ 
nant with God, and are deprived of the honours 
and privileges which appertain to a covenant state; 


wnbing as haring apostatized to idolatry/’ Dr. Priotley.— 
Bt&hop Lowth, however, Mr. Dodson, and most other com¬ 
mentators, understand the prophet’s language in its primary 
sense, as de scrib i n g the rail of the Gentiles and the rejection of 
the Jews. 


Ch. X. 
Ver. 21. 
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Ch. Xf. 


Ver. 1. 


while the believing Gentiles, having listened to the 
invitations and complied with the terms of the go¬ 
spel, are admitted into the family of God, and are 
allowed to participate in those privileges, which 
were formerly limited to the posterity of Jacob. 

SECTION II. 

The apostle proceeds to show , that this rejection o f 
the Jewish nation is neither total nor final; and 
that while it lasts , it answers very important 
purposes under the divine administration , which 
their ultimate restoration , here caprcsslt/ fore¬ 
told\ also will. Ch. xi. throughout. 


I. 

This rejection of the Jewish nation, even at pre¬ 
sent, is not total, ch. xi. 1 —10. 

Do I say then , that God has rejected his peo¬ 
ple ? Far from it. 

I have but too undeniably proved, that the great 
mass of the Jewish nation are at this time rejected 
by God, on account of their unbelief: they have re¬ 
fused the offers of the gospel; they are no longer a 
peculiar people. But do I mean to be understood 
in so rigorous a sense, as if God had excluded every 
individual of his ancient people from the hope of 
mercy, and from participating in his favour ? Very 
far from it: all are not unbelievers, and therefore 
all are not under the sentence of condemnation. 
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1. The apostle himself was a lmppy exception 
from the general doom. 

For I am myself an Israelite of the race of 
A1 hr ahum, of the tribe of Jicnjamin. 

If the rejection were so universal as the question 
supposes, 1 must myself be lost; for no person has 
better pretensions than I huve, to a descent from 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. But instead of being 
rejected from the covenant, I am not only admitted 
as a believer, but have been honoured with the 
apostolic character and mission. 

2. There is still a remnant of faithful worshipers, 
as in the time of general apostasy in the days of 
Elijah, ver. 2—0. 

God hath not rejected his people whom he fore¬ 
knew. 

God foresaw that though the Jews as a nation 
would reject the gospel, and would therefore be re¬ 
jected by him, a certain portion of individuals would 
nevertheless manifest a different spirit, and would 
become believers in Christ. And these, so far from 
rejecting, he would receive into favour, and admit 
to all the privileges of the new covenant. 

I)o ye not know what the scripture saith in the 
history of Llijah P how he complained■ to (rod 
against Israel 1 ? “Lord, they have slain thy pro - 

1 thm lu: complained, 8cc.] Sec Taylor nnrl Mucknight. The 
received text udd* the word Haying, which is wanting in the best 
copies. “ how he iiddrciweLh God.” Abp. Newcomc. u Sicut 
tvTvy'/a.vttv Cirvt* riv&f vh\ wgotium alicvjus rommendore, ila ty- 
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Cli. XI. 
Ver. I. 


2 . 



240 Part IV. 


ROMANS. 


Sect. II. i. 2. 


Ch. xr. phets and have digged down thine altars ; and 1 
er ‘ J ‘ am left alone , and they seek my life 

Do not you recollect, at the time of the general 
apostasy cf Israel in the days of Elijah, when Je¬ 
zebel, the idolatrous wife of Ahab, had put to death 
all the prophets of the true God whom she could 
find, and had given orders for the execution of Eli¬ 
jah himself; how that prophet, having escaped into 
the wilderness, and being questioned by the oracle 
why he had abandoned his post, is reported, 1 Kings 
xix. 14, to have replied in the language of complaint 
against his countrymen, that they had so univer¬ 
sally apostatized to idolatry, that having pulled 
down the altars of the true God and massacred his 
prophets, he was now the only true worshiper of 
God that was left in the country; and that it was 
in vain for him to return, and to reclaim them to 
their duty, for he knew that orders had been is¬ 
sued to put him to death ? 

4. But what saith the divine oracle to himP “Ihave 
reserved to myself seven thousand men , who have 
not bended the knee to Baal.” 

The prophet was greatly mistaken in his calcu¬ 
lations; for the number of true worshipers, of those 
who secretly adhered to the God of Israel, and who 
resolutely abstained from every idolatrous act, was 
far beyond what he had calculated. He thought 
himself quite alone: but the oracle, having ordered 


Tuyxjzvstv y.ata, tivof est aliquem accusare.” Rosenmuller.— 
“ how he appeareth before God with respect to Israel.” Wake¬ 
field. 
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him to consecrate certain persons ns instruments in 
the hands of providence for the extermination of 
idolatry, adds, vcr. 1H, “Thin will not be thccxter- 
mination of all the inhahitantH of Israel. Solitary 
as yon may suspect yourself to he, you Imve many 
associates : and when all the idolaters are slain, I 
have still reserved seven thousand in Israel, all the 
knees which have not bowed to Baal, and every 
mouth which hath not kissed him." 

rind .vo also in the present time then' is a rem¬ 
nant aerurding to the eleetion of Jitronr. 

'Jims, to all appearance, in the present age, the 
Jews an* nearly as unanimous in their rejection of 
Christ as their ancestors wen; in the worship of 
Baal. A superficial observer would conclude, that 
almost to a man they resisted the truth, and were 
persecutors of all who professed it. But this judge¬ 
ment would he erroneous : then; are. still a few, a 
select number, a small remnant, who believe in 
Jesus ; and who, in opposition to the great mass of 
their countrymen, joyfully accept the proffered mercy, 
and through the tree and abundant; favour of (iod 
are admitted into tlu* community of true believers. 

Hut if it he oj farmer, it is no more of works ; 
otherwise Janmer would reuse to he funner 1 . 

Observe, I say, that they arc; chosen through fa¬ 
vour, by the free unmerited goodness of (iod: after 


1 The ire eivrd text adds, 41 but if hy works, fben il. in no 
more through favour, otherwise work is no minv work but 
these words ure wanting in the Alexnmlrioe, Kphrem, and other 
inannseripln and versions, and are omitted hy (nie.hah. 

VOL. I. It 


(Mi. XI. 
Ver. 1. 


h. 
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Ch. XI. 
Ver. 6. 


having forfeited all claim to continuance in their for’ 
mer state of privilege, they are now admitted into 
the new and better covenant, by faitb, and not by 
legal observances ; for if they could make good their 
claim by works of law, they would obtain that as a 
right which they now receive as a free gift, to Jews 
as well as to Gentiles. 

This observation the apostle crowds in, to recall 
to the attention and impress upon the minds of his 
readers a due sense of that important doctrine which 
he had established at large at the commencement of 
the epistle, that the dispensation of the gospel is the 
free unmerited gift of God. 

It cannot be amiss to remark here, that the faith¬ 
ful servants of God have no reason to be discouraged 
in evil times. In seasons of general apostasy there 
have always been, as in the times of the prophet, a 
chosen few who have been the depositaries of truth 
and virtue; and who, however unknown or unno¬ 
ticed by the world, are all under the eye and protec¬ 
tion of an omniscient and a faithful God, who will 
at the proper season appear to plead his own cause, 
and to reward those who preserve their allegiance in 
times of prevailing declension. 

3. The chosen number having been thus admit¬ 
ted to the privileges of the gospel, the residue, that 
is, the great mass of the Jewish nation, are excluded, 
agreeably to the declarations of their own scriptures, 
ver. 7 —10. 

How is it then ? what Israel seeks , that he hath 
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not attained; but the elect 1 /ww attained it % and (Hi. xi. 
the rest are blinded. Vm 1 ' 

Wlmt now in tin 1 mil Ntate of the case ? It is 
plainly this: thiit high state of j»ri viU*;.*;**, anil pmi* 
liar relation to (Jod, which the Israelites always af¬ 
fected, and to which they continually aspired, they 
have tailed in securing; not indeed altogether and 
universally, lor a select number, a Hinnll proportion 
who have submitted to the terms of the gospel, have 
obtained it; and with less external pomp, and less of 
ceremonial detail, they are an rich in privilege as the 
Jewish nation ever was in its liighcstprospcrity. I hit; 
the hulk of the nation, labouring under a judicial 
blindness and hardness of heart, have not known the 
duy of their visitation, and have rejected the oilers 
of pence. 

sis it is written (Isaiah xxix. 10, Dent. xxix. 4), *■ 

4 ‘ dad hath given to them a spirit of slumber , etjes 
that thetf should not see, and ears that they should 
not hear unto this dap." 

Such is the amazing stupefaction which has seized 
the Jewish nation at this time, and such their gross 
inattention to the extraordinary scenes which have 
passed before them, and so obstinately have they re¬ 
sisted even the evidence of their senses, and rejected 
the repented oilers of mercy, that the emplmtical 
language of Isaiah and of Moses is not too strong 
to express the folly of their conduct. 

And David saith (Ps. lxix.22, 23), “ Let then' a. 


' The rivet,] J ii t|u> (iii^inul, '* I lie I'lrrtioM." 

u2 
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table become a snare y and a net , and a trap y and a 
recompense unto them 1 . Let their eyes be dark¬ 
ened that they may not see y and keep their back con¬ 
tinually bent down . 

As the just retribution of this wilful blindness, the 
imprecation of David upon his malicious enemies 
may be regarded as prophetic of the present state 
of my unhappy countrymen. Let that which should 
promote their comfort betray them into misery ; let 
them never discern their true interest, and never rise 
from their depressed and miserable condition. 

IL 

The rejection of the Jewish nation is not final, 
but in the mean time it is productive of great bene¬ 
fit to the Gentiles; and their ultimate restoration 
will produce still greater advantages: so that the 
chosen Gentile has no right to insult the rejected 
Jew. Ch. xi. 11 to the end. 

1. The fall of Israel is not final; but, being the 
means of exalting the Gentiles, will, by exciting 
emulation, operate to their own recovery, ver. 11. 

I say y then y Have they stumbled so as to Jail P 


1 Mr. Wakefield observes, that “ there can be no doubt ot an 
error in the last words of this verse, as unfaithfully exhibiting 
tliesen.se of the original author he adds, “ it is surprising 
that our apostle should choose to quote so punctually from the 
version of the LXX., so outrageously absurd as it is in many 
places.” Mr. W. approves “ the Syriac Version as more agree¬ 
able to the uniformity of Hebrew composition.” “ Let their 
table become a snare to them, and what shonld be a recompense 
a stumbling-block.” The common translation, agreeably to the 
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Fur from U: hut through their lap, sr, so! ration is 
cniuc to the. Gen tiles, to e.reite their emulation, 

I acknowledge mid [ lament the present unbelief 
and rejection of my countrymen. I hit let me not be 
misunderstood: in it supposed that I have asserted 
that they sire ho fallen as never to rise again ? 1 

never intended any Hiich thing. In tact, their rejec¬ 
tion of the gospel hun been the cause of its being 
ollered to the (icntiles; for in all plaecH the tenor 
of our commission was, first to oiler it to the Jews. 
I hit the acceptance of the gospel by the ( icntiles, 
and their consequent, privileges, while the descend¬ 
ants of Abraham are left in a forlorn and wretched 
state, will eventually induce the Israelites them¬ 
selves to reflect upon their disgrace and misery, and 
to aspire to the recovery of their long lost privileges, 
which are now in the possession of those who were 
formerly regarded as greatly inferior to themselves. 


cu. \r. 

VlT. 11. 


2. The restoration of the dews to their former 
privileges, will be far more beneficial to the (Icntiles 
than their rejection and unbelief, vcr. 12—Hi. 

Hut if their lapse be the riehes of the world , and 
their diminution the riehes of the Gentiles , how 
much more their fulness f 


i '> 


lilrrul sense of the Hebrew, muls tlms, " Let their table lie- 
‘ome u snare before them, and Hint, which should hare hern for 
/fa ir welfiire, let it. become, a tru|i. Let their eyes he darkened 
that they nee not, mid make their loins emitimiully 1o shake.'* 

* I en thm. | “When the Jews rejected the |;ris|iel, it was 
iinmediulely pmalied 1o the (ii utiles,” Neweorne. Salvation, 
if. admission to the jnivih ^es of the ^osjiel. See ver. 2(i, note, 
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I have said, and it is true, that the Jews having 
rejected the offer of the gospel which was first made 
to them, we were authorized to make the same offer 
to the Gentiles, who, happily for themselves, listen¬ 
ed to it and embraced it: so that they were made 
rich by the folly of the Jews. But when the Jew¬ 
ish nation itself becomes wise and embraces the doc¬ 
trine of Christ, it cannot be doubted that their con¬ 
version will be still more beneficial to the Gentile 
world: for, being then animated by the benevolent 
spirit of the gospel, they will actively exerr them¬ 
selves to diffuse its blessings. 

(For I direct my discourse to you Gentiles , in¬ 
asmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles I ho¬ 
nour my ministry , if by any means I may excite to 
emulation my kindred , and may save sotne of them.) 

The apostle introduces this appeal to the Gentiles 
in a parenthesis, to show that in what he was about 
to advance, it was by no means his intention to 
disparage them, but merely to excite the emulation 
of his own countrymen and kinsmen : ep d. 

I am aware that I am writing to a church chiefly 
consisting of Gentile converts ; and it is my ho¬ 
nour that my apostolic commission is specially di¬ 
rected to the Gentiles : and so far from undervalu¬ 
ing the object of this mission, I glory in it as a high 
distinction, and feel a peculiar affection for convert¬ 
ed heathen: and this I state as a preliminary fact, 
that you may not suspect that in the language which 
I may use upon this subject, I have any intention 
to degrade you, or to represent you as in a state of 
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inferiority. My only design is, if possible, to rouse 
tin* domiuut spirit of my beloved countrymen, and 
In excite their emulation to participate in the privi¬ 
leges which you now possess. Which happy event, 
whenever it takes pluee, will not fail to make a great 
addition to the privilege; and happiness of the Gen- 
lilc world. 

For ij their rejection be; the reconciliation of the 
world, what will the reception of them he, hut life 
from the (lead 1 ? 

If, as f have just stated, the unbelief and folly of 
the Jewish nation, und their contempt of the go* 
spel, have been the means of bringing the gospel to 
the Gentiles, who have accepted it, and huve been 
admitted to ull the privileges of the people of God, 
what will the ultimate conversion of the .lews be, 
but a resurrection to life? They who are now dead 
to every virtuous principle, to every generous feel¬ 
ing, to every cheerful hope, and are excluded from 
the community of believers like; a dead carcass from 
the living world, will then be animated by all the 
vivifying, invigorating, and benevolent principles of 
the gospel, and will he uh active in promoting its 
doctrine, its temper and spirit, as they are now in- 


(ili. XI. 

VlT. 1 * 1 . 


If.. 


1 Ij.ft- from the dead.] ** Meaning to the world, to ns (Jen¬ 
nie Christians." l)r. Taylor, who explains the text, as meaning 
that the (Jentile Christian* shall, hy the conversion of the.lews, 
la* advanced to n state of improvement as much superior to that 
in which they antecedently were as life to death. Perhaps ihe 
sense may be, that the Jews being raised Lo life hy their con¬ 
version to the Christian religion, will infuse a new spirit into 
the (Jentiles, The elliptical style of the apostle renders his 
meaning ambiguous. 
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sensible to its excellence, and hostile to its inter¬ 
ests. And this active zeal of the converted Israel¬ 
ites, cannot fail to be attended with the most re¬ 
viving and beneficial effects upon the Gentile church. 
Nor can it be doubted, that this most desirable event 
will be accomplished in its season. 

For 1 if the first fruit be holy, so also is the mass; 
and if the root be holy , so also are the branches. 
See Numb. xv. 20, 21. 

As a cake of the first meal after the harvest, of¬ 
fered as the law directs, consecrates the whole mass 
of bread, and as the virtue of the root must natu¬ 
rally be communicated to the branches, so Abra¬ 
ham and his immediate descendants, being the root 
and the first fruits of the Hebrew nation, and being 
freely chosen by God, and consecrated to his ser¬ 
vice, and taken into his covenant, are a pledge, not¬ 
withstanding present unfavourable appearances, that 
Israel shall not be finally and totally rejected, but 
that in due time they shall again be reclaimed, and 
restored to the honours and privileges which their 
ancestors possessed. 


3. Under the emblem of wild branches engrafted 
upon a good stock, the apostle warns the converted 
Gentiles not to insult the rejected Jew, ver. 1 7 —22. 
17* Noiv if some of the branches were broken of and 
thou being a wild olive-tree wert grafted in among 


1 For.'] The Alexandrine copy instead of h reads yap, which 
suits the connexion best. 
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them, and wert made a partaker with them of the Cli. xr. 
root and fatness of the olive-tree, hoasl not against Vcr. 1H. 
the branches: hut f thou boast, remember thou 
hearest not the root , hut the root thee . 

The apostle's meaning is sudieiently intelligible, 
though his illustration is inconsistent with general 
usage ; as the wild scion is never grafted into the 
good stock, and if it were, it would not he improved 
by It. The meaning of the apostle, however, is 
obvious. The Jewish nation were originally the 
chosen people of God, and us such, wen? possessed 
of many valuable privileges, which at one? time they 
improved, and bore fruit in proportion, honourable 
to themselves, acceptable to God, and useful to 
others. They urc now degenerate, the barren use¬ 
less branches are broken oil*, and their place sup¬ 
plied by scions from u different stock ; upon which 
it is expected that good fruit will grow. Hut let 
not these engrafted houghs set themselves up against 
the natural hut discarded branches. Let not the ac¬ 
cepted Gentile taunt and insult the rejected Jew: 
the ancient, but now revolted and discarded people 
of God, are objeets of compassion, rather than of 
contempt. - Hut if you, the favoured Gentile, will 
indulge your sarcasms against the degraded Jew, re¬ 
collect that you are not so much bis superior us you 
may imagine. The Gentile is more in debt to the 
Jew than the Jew to the Gentile: in fact, the He¬ 
brew nation owe nothing to the Gentiles; while all 
the privileges of converted Gentiles are but the ac¬ 
complishment of the promise made to Abraham. 
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Ch. XL Thus strenuously does the apostle plead for kind- 
Ver ‘ 18 ‘ ness to his countrymen, even in their fallen and re¬ 
jected state: but with how little success, the sad 
history of the ancient people of God, from the apos¬ 
tolic age to the present hour, too plainly demon¬ 
strates. Surely it ill becomes those whose Saviour 
was of the Jewish nation, to insult and persecute 
those whom he calls his countrymen : still less does 
it become the true disciples of Jesus to imitate that 
unhappy people in the worst feature of their cha¬ 
racter. 

19. Wilt thou say then , The branches have been 
broken off, that I might be grafted in P 

Wilt thou plead in defence of this contemptuous 
treatment of the fallen Jew, that he is cast away as 
a worthless branch, to make room for thee as a 
fruitful bough P 

20. JVelL They ivere broken offfor unbelief and 

thou standest by faith . Be not high minded , but 

21. fear. For if God spared not the natural branches , 
beware lest he spare not thee. 

True; it cannot be denied that you who are ex¬ 
pected to bear fruit, are substituted in the room of 
the withered branch. Yet this affords no cause for 
boasting. The Israelites lost their interest in the 
covenant, because they would not attend to the cre¬ 
dentials of the true Messiah, And remember, you 
took their place, not upon the ground of antecedent 
merit, but solely because you were wise enough to 
accept the offers of the gospel: and while you con¬ 
tinue to believe in Christ, you will be acknowledged 



Vaht IV. ROMANS. Sect. II. n. 3, 4. 251 

as members of his church, and entitled to the pri- Oh. xi. 
vileges of believers ; but no longer. If temptation Vcr ‘ 
and persecution cause you to apostatize, all your pri¬ 
vileges are forfeited. Instead, therefore, of insult¬ 
ing the fallen Jew, be solicitous to maintain your 
own station, and to guard against apostasy: for if 
you fall away, God will no doubt deal with you as 
he now deals with his ancient people. 

Behold, therefore , the goodness, and the severity 22, 
of (Jod: towards those who have fallen, severity; 
hut tmvards thee, goodness, if thou continue in his 
goodness 1 ; otherwise, thou also shalt he cut off. 

Reflect seriously upon the diversity of the divine 
dispensations towards different characters, as they 
improve or neglect their respective privileges ; how 
severe to his ancient people who have apostatized 
from his covenant! how kind to thee who art ad¬ 
mitted into their place ; not upon the ground of 
merit, but of pure and undeserved mercy: which 
mercy will doubtless be continued as long as it is 
valued and improved! But if you, like Israel, neg¬ 
lect and despise your privileges, you, like them, 
shall be cut off, and cast away. 

4. Under the same symbol the apostle represents 
the propriety, and probability of the restoration of 
Israel, if they should receive the Christian faith, 

\er. 23, 24. 

And they also, if they do not continue in unbe - 23. 


1 In his goodneit.] “ deserving his kindness,” Newcome. 
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Ch. XI. lief, shall be grafted in; for God is able to graft 
Ver. 24. them in again . For if thou wert cut out from the 
olive-tree naturally wild , and contrary to nature 
wert grafted into a good olive-tree , how much more 
shall these , who were the natural branches, be graft¬ 
ed into their own olive-tree P 

But if, arguing from the severity of God, we con¬ 
clude that the Gentile believers will be discarded, 
if they should apostatize like the Jews, much more, 
arguing from the goodness of God, may we conclude 
that if the Jews abandon their unbelief, they shall 
again be received into favour. It may indeed ap¬ 
pear impossible to graft a withered and a severed 
branch again into the parent stock : but nothing is 
too hard for God. And if you, a wild branch of a 
wild olive-tree, have contrary to nature been grafted 
into the good olive-tree, it is surely still less im¬ 
probable, that they who were originally branches of 
the good olive-tree should be restored to their pri¬ 
mitive state. 

The apostle's meaning is very clear, though his 
parallel does not hold ; for in the culture of fruit, 
no such thing is known as the grafting of a wild 
scion into a good stock in order to improve it; or, 
the restoration of a withered branch to the parent 
tree. But the writer’s object being to make him¬ 
self understood, lie did not concern himself about 
the correctness of his similitude. 


5. The apostle directly asserts that it is the plan 
of providence announced in prophecy, that the Is- 
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rnclitcs shall in due time he restored to favour, ver. 

25— 27. 

Moreover , brethren , / would not have you igno¬ 
rant of this mystery lest you should have too high 
an opinion of yourselves , that a partial blindness 
hath hap fie ned to Israel , till the complement of the 
Gentiles 2 shall have entered in. 

And, to put an end to all doubt upon this sub¬ 
ject, and to prevent Gentile believers from being un¬ 
duly elated at their present temporary superiority 
over the fallen Israelites, I now announce to you, as 
a part of that revelation with which 1 am entrusted, 
and which was formerly unknown, that this blind¬ 
ness of the Jewish nation to the claims of their 
Messiah, and their obstinate rejection of him, is but 
partial and temporary; it neither extends to the 
whole nation, nor will it be perpetual: and it is per¬ 
mitted in the plan of providence to take place at pre¬ 
sent, and they unwittingly give up their station in 

1 This mystery.] “ this hidden truth which I now reveal. See 
1 Cor. xv. ;>1, on which place I)r, Wall defines a mystery to 
be, what God purposes to do, but that purpose of his, has not 
til! now been declared.” Newcome. 

* The complement, of the Gentiles.] TDit\y]poj\KCi.' not us is usu¬ 
ally understood, till the whole body of the Gentiles is complete¬ 
ly introduced into the church, but till the Gentiles who being 
the complement, or that portion which when added to the Jews 
makes the church complete, have obtained an entrance into the 
church. So that the Jews arc described as leaving the church 
to make way for the Gentiles ; but nut as waiting till ull the 
Gentiles are come in before they return again. Comp. ver. 12, 
15. For this sense of the word ttAij pcuy.a, see Eph. i. 23, und 
Locke on that passage. See also Matt, ix. Hi, where 7rAtjpw/xa 
signifies the patch that is put in to fill up the rent in un old 
garment. See Macknighl’s note on ver. 12. 
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Ch. xr. the church, in order to make room for the accession 
Vei ' 25 ‘ of the Gentiles, who in the divine contemplation con¬ 
stitute an integral portion of the universal church, 
without which it would not be complete, and who 
take advantage of the secession of their elder bre¬ 
thren, the Jews, to enter, and to occupy their pro¬ 
per station in the church. 

26. And so all Israel will be saved 1 ; as it is written , 
The deliverer will come out of Sion , and he will 

27 . turn away impiety from Jacob; and this shall be 
my covenant with them when I shall take away 
their sins 3 . 

Thus Israel, having in part left their place to 
make room for their Gentile brethren, when this end 

1 Will be saved,'] i. e. “ will be converted to Christianity.” 
Newcome.—“ They are said to be saved, because, by their 
coming into the Christian church they shall have the means of 
salvation bestowed upon them. See ver. 11.” Macknight.— 
“ The first step the goodness of God took in execution of his 
purpose of election, was to rescue them from the sin and idola¬ 
try of their heathen state, and to bring them into the light and 
privileges of the gospel. With regard to which the language 
of scripture is, that he saved them. 1 Cor. i. 18, vii. 16, x. 33 ; 
Eph. ii. 8 ; 1 Tliess. ii. 16 j 1 Tim. ii.4 2 Tim. i. 9.” Tavlor s 

Key, No. 93, 9L 

a As it is written, &c.] The quotation is from Isaiah lix. 20, 
21, in the LXX., which differs materially from the Hebrew. 
Bishop Lowth and Mr. Dodson both prefer the reading of the 
LXX. in vcr. 21 ; and Mr. Dodson supposes that the clause 
t( when I shall take away their sin” has been dropped both from 
the Hebrew and the LXX. The Hebrew is thus translated in 
the public version : “ And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, 
and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the 
Lord. As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the 
Lord ; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words that 1 have 
put into thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out 
of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thv seed’s 
seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever.” 
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shall lmve been accomplished, and the Gentiles have c:ii. XT. 
been received into the church, they who went out VlT ' 
shall he invited buck, and shall all find safety and 
peace in the church of Christ. Thus shall the pro¬ 
phecy of Isaiah be fulfilled, Isa. lix. 20, 21, the sense 
of which is, that a great deliverer would in due time 
arise among the Jews, who would put an end to all 
idolatry and apostasy, and who would restore them 
to that state of privilege from which they had fallen, 
and from which they would never apostatize again. 

Upon this paragraph it may be remarked, that 
the word mystery is here used to express, not what 
is now unintelligible, hut what being formerly un¬ 
known is now revealed, and which tin; apostle was 
commissioned to publish ; such was the ultimate 
restoration of the Jews to the privileges which they 
had forfeited. 

Further, when it is said, that “ all Israel shall be 
saved,” the meaning is, not that every individual 
shall be brought into a state which shall ensure his 
final happiness, but that all shall be introduced into 
the community of believers and become partakers of 
its privileges ; they shall cease to he outcasts from 
God ; the sentence of outlawry shall he reversed. 

This is one instance out of many in the writings of 
the apostle, in which the word salvation expresses 
present privilege, not ultimate happiness. 

The prophecy is quoted chiefly from the LXX. 
or Greek translation ; it differs a little from the He¬ 
brew, and is probably in this instance more correct. 

It appears to be a prophecy of the advent of the Mes- 
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Ch.xr. slab, for the purpose of recovering and restoring 
Ve1 ' 27 ' Israel ; it finishes abruptly, and in the original it is 
a promise of the perpetuity of the new covenant 
which probably the apostle had also in view. 

6 . Though the temporary rejection of the Jews 
may be incidentally beneficial to the Gentiles, yet 
the gracious purposes of God towards his ancient 
people shall not be revoked, ver. 28, 29. 

23. JVith respect to the gospel , they are enemies be¬ 
cause of you; but with respect to the election , they 
09 , are beloved because of their fathers . For the free 
gifts and the invitation of God are not to be re¬ 
pented of. 

The true state of the case is this : The moral 
condition of the Israelites may be considered in a 
twofold view, as it regards the success of the gospel, 
and as it regards the purpose and promise of God. 
With respect to the former, the Jews are permitted 
to fall away through unbelief, and to exclude them¬ 
selves from the blessings of the covenant, to make 
room for you Gentiles, to whom the gospel is offer¬ 
ed, in consequence of the rejection of it by God’s 
ancient people. 

But with regard to the purpose of God, who se¬ 
lected this favoured people as the depositaries of his 
will, and the heirs of his mercy, and who promised 
to their pious forefathers, that their posterity should 
be eminently blessed, he still loves them for their 
fathers’ sake, and will eventually fulfill every pro¬ 
mise. For all his promises are founded upon a cer- 
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tuin fore-sight of every event; ho that his counsels 
are not liable to be changed by any unforeseen oc¬ 
currence; not even by the evil affections, or per¬ 
verse conduct of any of his ereatureH. For while, 
an in the present ease, he overruled the apostasy of 
the J ewidh nation for the production of a greater 
good, lie will not duller their apostasy and guilt to 
interfere with his kind designs towards them, but 
will fulfill all his gracious promises to his ancient 
people to their utmost extent; and by means abun¬ 
dantly efficacious, though at present not revealed, he 
will reclaim the posterity of Abraham to the privi¬ 
leges and blessings which their ancestors possessed, 
and which he promised to their descendants. 


cm. xr. 

Vcr. 2i). 


7. The design of providence in permitting the 
unbelief, first of the Gentiles, and now of the Jews, 
is, that each in their turn should be, and should 
acknowledge themselves to be, objects of mercy, 
vcr. JO—J2. 

Aforetwcr, as ye formerly were unbelievers in :>,o, 
(tody hut now , through their unbelief have become 
objects of mercy i so , likewise , these are now become :u. 

unbelievers through the mercy s/umm to you 1 , that 
they also may hccjynie objects <f mercy. 


1 Through the mercy shown to you, that, &<\] i‘w vy.efapw 
eAMi, Ivx, H. r. A. " even ho have these uIho now not believed, 
llmt through your mercy they ulso may obtain mercy.” Thin 
is the public version, and mo«t generally adopted. Hut the 
version in the text belter corresponds with the arrangement in 
the original j and is thus explained by Mr. Locke : “ An you 
the (ientiles formerly stood out, and were not the people ol 

VOL. I. H 
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Ch. xi. As a further illustration of the wisdom of divine 
Vei -31. providence in the present rejection of the Jews, it 
may be observed, that you Gentiles w T ere formerly 
aliens from God, but that the privileges of the go¬ 
spel having been offered to you in consequence of 
the rejection of them by the Jew's, you wisely ac¬ 
cepted them as a free gift, as an act of the free 
grace and mercy of God. And in the same man¬ 
ner, the Jews, having now become unbelievers, and 
that in a great measure in consequence of the free 
admission of the Gentiles into the church, are now 

God, but yet have row obtained mercy so as to be taken in 
through the standing out of the Jews, who submit not to the 
gospel, even so they now have stood out, by reason of your be- 
ing in mercy admitted , that they also—may again hereafter be 
admitted.” Dr. Taylor objects that this interpretation involves 
the apostle in a contradiction, viz. “ that the Gentile was taken 
in because the Jew stood out; and the Jew stood out because 
the Gentile was taken in.” It is plain that the apostle means 
to make a verbal antithesis, in which he often delights ; but, as 
Dr. Doddridge well observes, the writer refers to different pe¬ 
riods. The Gentiles were rejected because they continued ido¬ 
laters, when Abraham believed, and his posterity were taken 
into covenant: now, under the gospel dispensation, Abraham’s 
posterity are rejected because they disbelieve j and one great 
cause of their unbelief is the mercy shown to you by the free 
offer of covenant blessings unincumbered with ritual obligations. 
See Acts xiii. 46, xxii. 22. And the great design of all is, that 
the Gentiles now, and the Jen's eventually, may obtain the 
same blessing 5 and that it may be obtained by both parties, not 
as a right, but as a free gift not as the reward of merit, but 
as the boon of mercy. 

Mr. Wakefield translates the passage, “ So have thev now 
disobeyed the mercy shown to you, and will hereafter obtain 
mercy.” But as in the next verse he translates cltts. iSact un¬ 
belief, it seems better to adhere to the same signification through 
the whole context. It is clear, however, that this learned critic 
did not approve the construction of the public version. Rosen- 
mullcr gives both interpretations. 
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placed in a ntaation from which there can be no 
hope of retirf but from free and unmerited mercy. 

For God hath included all 1 together in unbelief.\ 
that mil might be objects of mercy . 

Such was the plan of the all-wise providence of 
God. It was his will to hide pride from man, and 
that all should know that the invaluable privileges 
of the gospel covenant, and the promise of eternal 


life, were not the re w ard of human merit, but the 
free gift of abounding mercy. And to this end he 
permitted both Jew and Gentile to hO into a state 
of ignorance, and rice, and misery, from which no¬ 
thing eon Id extricate them but the arm of un¬ 
bounded mercy. All, through unbelief, are become 
prisoners of his justice; that all might be, and might 
be made sensible that they were, the objects of his 
mercy: to which, and not to their own antecedent 
merits, they are wholly indebted for the blessings of 
the gospel. 


1 Hmth mriuJni mil , &r_] rmxAsn, ** has locked the— op 
together." Taylor. See Lake ▼. 6- GaL EL 22, 23, “ God has 
pc* op together in a state of revolt hem their allegiance to ha, 
all men, both Jews and Gentiles, that throogh hts mtrtj they 
sight ail, both Jen and Gentiles, co n e to be has people: L t. 
he has snfci ed both Jens and Gentiles in their tarns not to be 
hb people, thzl he iaight bring the whole bod y both of Jm 
and Gentiles to be his people." Locke. To which any be add¬ 
ed; what neither of these great critics appears to have sofioentlT 
attended to, nz. that the nan design of these dkp e piati ons k, 
that the whole a u g ht be, and aright appear, and be acknow¬ 
ledged to be, an act of ■eit r, and not the r ew ar d of nenL 
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33. 


8 . The apostle bursts out in an eloquent apo¬ 
strophe, upon the unsearchable wisdom of the di¬ 
vine counsels, challenging any one to advance any 
just claim upon his administration, and ascribing 
glory to the great all-comprehending mind; and 
thus he concludes his present subject and the argu¬ 
mentative part of his epistle, ch. 33—36. 

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
the knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 
judgements , and his ways not to be traced 1 / 

Upon the review of the conduct of divine provi¬ 
dence towards Jews and Gentiles, at one time se¬ 
lecting, and at another time rejecting, each of these 
great portions of mankind as the objects of peculiar 
favour, while we admit with the fullest assurance 
of conviction the infinite wisdom of the divine go¬ 
vernment, we are constrained to acknowledge our 
total ignorance of the reasons of the divine conduct, 
and our utter incapacity to explain why privileges 
are granted at one time and denied at another, or 
why they are communicated to some and withheld 
from others. 


1 0 the, depth, &c.] Mr. Locke justly observes, that <! this 
emphatscal conclusion seems in a special manner to regard the 
Jews ; whom the apostle would hereby teach modes tv and sub¬ 
mission to the over-ruling* hand of the all-wise God, whom lliev 
are very unfit to call to account for his rejecting* them, and 
dealing so favourably with the Gentiles. His wisdom and ways 
are infinitely above their comprehension ; and will they take 
upon them to advise him what to do ? Or is God in their debt ? 
This is a very strong rebuke to the Jews; but delivered, aa we 
see, in a way very gentle and inoffensive," 
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/or tefo AoM known the mind 
who hath been his counsellor ? 

^Vho among the sons of men can pretend to un¬ 
derstand or to explain the reasons of the divine con¬ 
duit in every particular ? though, as I have already 
shown, some general explanation may perhaps be 
given. But who is there that will pretend to form 
a true judgement of the divine dispensations, from 
beginning to end, and to exhibit them in so clear 
and satisfactory a light that it may appear as if he 
had even suggested the plan to the Supreme Being ? 

Or who has first given to him, and it shall he 35. 
paid him again ? 

Who can say that his Maker is his debtor ? let 
him make out his claim, and full payment shall be 
made. 

The apostle alludes to the folly and presumption 
of the Jew s ; who fondly dreamed that they had an 
hereditary and indefeasible right to privileges su¬ 
perior to those of the Gentiles, whom they despised 
and hated ; and of whose equality to them in the di¬ 
vine favour, and in a covenant state, they could not 
endure to hear. q. d. If the Jews have sustained 
any injury', let them make out their case, and it 
shall be redressed. If their Maker is their debtor, 
let them produce the account, and it shall be dis¬ 
charged. But what can equal the folly and pre¬ 
sumption of those who, either directly or by impli¬ 
cation, advance so extravagant a claim ? 

For of ham, and through him, and to him, are M 
all things: to him be glory for ever. Amen. 


of the Lord? or Ch. xr. 

J Ver. 'M. 
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The unreasonableness of the supposition that a 
poor helpless dependent creature can lay his Creator 
under obligation is most manifest, if we recollect 
that the universal plan of the providential and mo¬ 
ral government of God originates in his own infi¬ 
nite wisdom and benevolence ; that it must there¬ 
fore be perfect in its conception ; that it is carried 
into effect by his almighty power: it cannot, there¬ 
fore, be defective in the execution. And, whatever 
judgement frail and erring mortals may pass on the 
minute and detached portions which fall under their 
notice, it cannot be doubted, that when the glorious 
scheme is complete it will appear most worthy of 
the divine perfections, and productive of the great¬ 
est possible sum of virtue and happiness: so that 
the great Maker of all will have no cause to dis¬ 
avow his work, or to complain that in any particu¬ 
lar it has fallen short of his magnificent design. 
And for this glorious scheme let his matchless wis¬ 
dom, power, and goodness, be for ever admired and 
celebrated by all his creatures. Amen. 



THE SECOND DIVISION OF THE EPISTLE 
TO THE ROMANS, CONTAINING 
PRACTICAL EXHORTATIONS. 


The apostle having finished the doctrinal 

AND JR G UME STATUTE PAET OF THE EPISTLE, 
THE REMAINDER CHIEFLY CONSISTS OF PRAC¬ 
TICAL EXHORTATIONS AND ADVICES. Ch. xii. 
to the end of the Epistle . 

First, The apostle exhorts believers, in considera¬ 
tion of their free admission to the privileges of the 
gospel, to adorn their profession by the practice of 
Christian virtue, and by a faithful performance of 
the duties of their respective stations in the church, 
ch. lii. throughout. Secondly, Upon Christian 
principles he ur g e s the practice of all civil and so¬ 
cial duties, eh. sin. throughout. Thirdly, He 
recommends mutual candour to those who differ 
upon things indifferent; and paiticnlariy to those 
who held different opinions concerning the holiness 
of days and distinctions of food, ch. sir. — sr. 13. 
Fourthly, He apologizes for his freedom; relates 
his success; and expresses his intentioa of visiting 
Rome in Ids way to Spain, after haring finished his 
mis si o n at Jerusalem; requests their prayers,' and 
adds his blessing, dL sr. XZtotheemd. Fifthly, 
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The epistle concludes with many salutations, the 
usual benediction, and a doxology, ch.xvi. through - 
out . 


SECTION I. 

Ch. XII. The apostle urges upon the Christians at Rome , 
the regular and diligent practice of Christian 
duty , f rom the consideration of the great mercy 
of God in admitting them to the privileges of 
the gospel. Ch. xii. 

1. He exhorts them to make an entire surrender 
of themselves to God, ver. 1. 

Vcr. 1. / beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 

of God l , that ye present yourselves' 3 ' a living sacri¬ 
fice , holy, acceptable to God, which is your rational 
service . 

q. d. You cannot but be deeply apprehensive of 
the great mercy and compassion of God in com¬ 
municating the gospel to you, and in admitting you 
to a participation of its privileges upon such easy 
and merciful conditions : I entreat you, therefore. 


1 Mercies of Got/.] “ OiH.7ipfj.wy, insignia ilia benojieia qiup 
misericordice Dei debenuts Rosenmuller. “ these compassion¬ 
ate kindnesses.” Wakefield. 

9 Present yourselves.'] Gr. “ your bodies i. e. your whole 
persons .—A living sacrifice: i.e. in contradistinction to a dead 
victim.— Holy. “ Sanctum in lege dicilur quicquid Deo oblatum 
est: quod vet o sine vitio esse debebat. Lev. i. 3, 10.” Rosenmul¬ 
ler .—Rational service. “ Oppouitur ritibus ct ceranonis." Ro¬ 
senmuller.—“ Sacrificiuni mente animoque ojfercndum. Opposi- 
tumSwcria. £wwv aXoywv." Koppius .—•“ That religious service of 
reason which ye owe.” Wakefield. 
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my beloved brethren, and, as a joint-partaker with Ch. xif. 
you in the blessings of the gospel, I implore you to Vu ’ l * 
make a suitable return to the divine goodness. Ani¬ 
mal sacrifices are no longer required: the death of 
a victim is not enjoined. But there is one sacrifice 
which may still be presented: it is that of your liv¬ 
ing selves : it is the consecration of your whole per¬ 
sons to (rod; and that for the performance, not of 
a ceremonial, but an intellectual worship. And 
under the new dispensation assure yourselves that 
this service of reason, this consecration of your 
whole life to God and duty, will alone be accept¬ 
able to a Being of perfect moral rectitude. 

2. The apostle exhorts them to a behaviour agree¬ 
able to their profession, and not according to the 
fashion of the world, ver. 2. 

Sind he not fashioned according to this world ; 2. 

hut he transformed by the r enduing of your 'mind 3 , 
so that ye may exhibit in yourselves that will of 
(rod which is good\ and acceptable , and perfect . 

No longer act as the heathen do, whose immo¬ 
ralities I have faithfully pourtrayed. But, having 
entered into a new profession, consider yourselves 

8 lie ye transformed .] “ Sod aliarn personam induile. emenda- 
iume animi ve.stri .” UoKenmuller.— That ye may exhibit: $ 0 Ktp.a.- 
<jW' “ nhow in yourselves.” Wakefield.—“ Ut explorctis (at. 
jiTobelbi) quid Deus veld (a vobisfieri) ItoHenmuller. “ that 
ye may search out.” Newcome.— That will of God. “ Tost 3eA. 

C-)sti ponendum essevuletur comma.” IloKenmuller .—“ ro c/,ya.Sov, 
rectum, honcstum. teaeiov, lahe carens, perfeetum, quod omne.s 
suns partes luibet llosenmullcr.—Dr. Taylor understands this 
verse us uddrensed to the heathen, and the former to the Jews. 
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Ch. xii. as new persons, and let your mind be disciplined 
Ver ’ 2 * to its new and holy state : so will you experience in 
yourselves, and exhibit to others, the will of God. 
You will be living patterns of what God requires ; 
namely, a conduct right in itself and flowing from 
good principles, well-pleasing to God and man, and 
consistent throughout, without any allowed devia¬ 
tion from the practice of virtue. 


3. The apostle charges the believers at Rome not 
to be too much elated by their privileges, but to act 
as becomes them in their 'respective stations, ver. 
3—5. 

3. For by the favour 1 granted to me , I charge 
every one among you not to be elated above what 
he ought to think; but to think with moderation , 
according to the measure of faith which God has 
distributed to each . 

And to enforce this exhortation more especially 
upon the Gentile believers, in virtue of my aposto- 

^auoMr.] “ yjzpi;, munus apostolicum." Rosenmuller. See 
Rom. i. 5, xv. 15; 1 Cor.iii. 10; Eph. iii. 8 .—“ ,u?j uirsp^povziv, 
- «e quis superbiat, vcl immodesti de se sent'uit." Rosenmuller.— 
“ irirs^s, uti Deus cuivis mensuram aliqiutm scientise tribuit." 
Id. This appears to me to be the true meaning of in this 
connexion : Christian knowledge. Dr. Taylor and Mr. Locke 
suppose an allusion to miraculous gifts ; but it does not appear 
that the Roman believers as yet possessed any ; for the apostle, 
ch. i. 11, expresses a wish to visit them, for the express pur¬ 
pose of imparting some spiritual gift to them. But we know, 
from chap, xiv., that the believers at Rome consisted both of 
jews and Gentiles; and that the latter, having no regard to di¬ 
stinctions of days or of food, were disposed to treat the more 
scrupulous Jewish believer with contempt. This scents to be 
the spirit to which the apostle here alludes. 
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lie oflicc, I strictly charge you all, without excep¬ 
tion, and those in particular who may possess more 
extensive and correct ideas of gospel liberty than 
others, not to be too much elated by their superi¬ 
ority over their less informed brethren; but let them 


rcmcmb'T, that if their own faith is more correct, 


Ch. XII. 
Vcr. 3. 


and their own views more enlarged, than those of 
their brethren, they are indebted for this advantage, 
not to their own merit, hut to the gift of God. 

For as in one body wc have many members ', but 1. 

all these members have not the same ojjiee: so we, 0 

though many , are one body in Christ, and each of 
us severally fellow menihers thereof 2 . 

Let not the enlightened Gentile convert despise 
his over-scrupulous Jewish brother, who may not 
he altogether emancipated from the bondage of the 
law. For in your respective stations you are all in¬ 
corporated in the Christian church, and are mem¬ 
bers of the mystical body of Christ, which would 
not be complete if any individual were wanting. 

I Icing thus intimately united to him as your com¬ 
mon Head, far from despising each other, you 
should cultivate kind affections and mutual sym¬ 
pathy. 


A. The apostle directs to an active and faithful 

# Each of us Mcvcraltij.] So Wukefield. Thin image of the 
(-lirifitiun church ;ih a body, of which individuals and particular 
churches are severally members, and Christ the Head, from 
which life und sense. and vigour arc dispensed to the whole, is 
a great favourite with the apostle, who introduces it and argues 
upon it in many of his epistles. Sec I Cor. xii. VI ■, Eph. iv.25, v.30. 
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Ch. xil. discharge of their respective offices in the church, 
ver. 6—8. 

Ver. 6. Having therefore different gifts according to the 
favour granted to us if it be prophecy , let us 
prophesy agreeably to the analogy of faith" 2 . 

Each of us being members of Christ’s mystical 
body, let each keep the place and perform the office 
belonging to it. In our respective stations in the 
church some are better qualified for one office, and 
some for another: one has a peculiar talent for 
public preaching, and is perhaps appointed to the 
office of a presbyter. Let him then in this way edify 
the church: only let him adhere to the rule of faith, 


1 The favour granted.] Kara, ryv y^apM rr t v Sofeurav . This is 
a repetition of the phrase used in ver. 3, where it unquestion¬ 
ably expresses the apostle’s appointment to his apostolic office. 
It is probably used in a similar sense here, and might perhaps 
be more intelligibly translated, “ having therefore different du¬ 
ties or qualifications” jxa.ro., in allusion to yopig), “ ac¬ 

cording to the office assigned to us,” &c. He then goes into de¬ 
tail of preachers, deacons, catechists, almoners, &c. This seems 
to he the true meaning of the passage, though it has almost 
escaped the notice of the commentators. 

B Let us prophesy.'] ” If to explain the scriptures, let it be 
agreeable to the faith.” Wakefield. If the Roman believers 
were not endowed with spiritual gifts, this lowest sense of the 
word prophecy is that in which it is to be understood in this 
passage. “ Prophecy,” says Dr. Priestley, in his note upon the 
text, “ often signifies exhortation; and indeed nothing that the 
apostle says in the course of this epistle implies that the Chri¬ 
stians at Home had as yet received any miraculous gift of the 
spirit, nor does it appear that any apostle had been there to im¬ 
part them ; and it was by the imposition of their hands that 
those gifts were ordinarily communicated. In this manner it 
pleased God to distinguish the twelve apostles.” Perhaps rrpo- 
<?t]T£iz may be used to express the office of the presbyter or bi¬ 
shop, as the next exhortation relates to the office of deacon. 
“ ffifi ;| cst scientia ut y ver. 3.” Rosenmuller. 
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and interpret tile weripture conniHtently with t.lie Cii. XU. 
doctrine of Christ, as far as his knowledge extends. 

Or if the office of a deacon , let us attend to the Ver. 7- 
deacons hip. 

Jf we are placed in a lower situation in the church, 
and our office is to supply the tables of the poor, let 
this work he done faithfully and impartially. See 
Acts vi. 

The instructor also to instruction , the eshorter 8. 

to exhortation. 

I vet him whose office it is to teach the young and 
the uninformed, he diligent in his work, ami acquire 
the happy talent of communicating knowledge in 
the most agreeable manner; and let him whose pro¬ 
vince it is to exhort or to console, acquire a familiar 
acquaintance with the most powerful motives to duty 
and the most efficacious topics of consolation, and 
urge them at the most convenient seasons and in 
the most impressive manner. 

lie that distributedi t let him distribute with sini - — H. 

pficily :i ; he that presidvth , with diligence 4 ; he that 
showeth mercy , with cheerfulness. 

* IHHtrihulcth .] It is commonly believed that the apostle is 
here speaking of private; charity, but. he probably continues to 
uddress bus advice to the officers of the church. See Taylor and 
Sehlcusner. I)r Taylor supposes that the deacons are ad¬ 
dressed ; hut they have been mentioned before. IVrliaps the 
distinction may be, that the deacons were to attend to the se¬ 
cular concerns of the church, and to the poor members of the 
community; and the distributors, or almoners, to the external 
poor .—dirhoryTr in this connexion, impartiality, as well as libe¬ 
rality. " with an honest and disinterested mind.” Tuyior. 

* Ih: who prtH'uielli .] I TrtoirccfjLavof. The sense Riven in the 
paraphrase is adopted by Dr. Taylor from Lord Harrington's 
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Ch. xii. Let him who is appointed to distribute the alms 
Ver * 8* 0 f the church to strangers, or to the poor, distribute 
with an impartial hand. Let those who preside 
over charitable distributions, or who undertake to 
patronise or provide for the persecuted brethren, 
perform their duties with attention and zeal. And 
let such as are engaged in offices of humanity to 
the sick and afflicted, discharge the necessary and 
painful duties of their station with that ready and 
cheerful spirit which doubles the blessing to the 
sufferer, and exhibits in the most engaging manner 
the excellence and efficacy of the principles of the 
gospel. 

5. The apostle recommends mutual affection, hu¬ 
mility, diligence, and zeal, ver. 9—11. 

Let love be nndisscmblcd . Abhor evil; adhere 
to goodness l . 

The profession of the gospel requires fraternal 
affection among the followers of Jesus. Let that 
affection be sincere. Abhor all malignity and mis¬ 
chief ; and cherish in your hearts the kindest and 
best affections. 

10. Be tenderly affectionate one to another , with 
brotherly love; in honour preferring one another. 

Let your affection to each other resemble that of 


Misc. Sac. Essay I. It is confirmed by the use of the word 
r?o$-atif, Rom. xvi. 2. Phebc, n deaconess, is spoken of as a 
succourer of many. 

1 Abhor, &c.] Gr. “ abhorring—cleaving - :” 
familiar to the apostle. 


a Hebraism, 
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the nearest kindred; and do not individually and Oh.xn. 
eagerly affect pre-eminence, but readily give place e * 
to others who may have a better claim. 

Not slothful in business: fervent in spirit ; avail¬ 
ing yourselves of opportunity 2 . 

Whatever busmens you undertake, perform it tho¬ 
roughly and with dispatch. He always on the alert: 
ready for action. And whatever be the duty of the 
present hour apply to it; and let no temptution di¬ 
vert you from it. 


0. The apostle exhorts to the practice of various 
duties, and particularly recommends such as were 
adapted to a suffering state, ver. 12, 13. 

Rejoice in hope*l 

Muny of you are sufferers in one shape or an¬ 
other for your faith in the gospel. Let that hope 
which the gospel inspires cheer your spirits. 

Re patient in tribulation. 

Animated by such glorious prospects, bear pre¬ 
sent trials, however severe, without murmuring or 
dejection. 

Persevere in prayer. 

Look up to God: pour out your heart before him: 
cast your care upon him. 

,J /tvailiriff yourselves, &c.] Tut xaipuj iaXevovtes’ ** nerving 
yourselves of the opportunity.” Wakefield. This is the reading 
of the Clermont and other manuscripts : it is adopted by (iries- 
bach, and best suits the connexion. The Alexandrine, Vatican, 
and many other copies read K vpuy, "serving the Lord,” which 
Is the Received Text. 

* Rejoice in liojtt f] “ Si res advent a: in^ruunt, Chrisliani de- 
bent memo ret esse sc non varcre spa.” Rosen mulltr. 
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Ch. xil. Communicate to the wants of the saints *. 
u " Be liberal in your benefactions to your indigent 
brethren. 

Pursue hospitality 2 . 

Be kind to strangers, and especially to believers 
who, being persecuted at home on account of their 
Christian profession, may find it difficult to obtain 
admission into the houses of those who were for¬ 
merly their friends. Look out for such, and do 
not wait till thev come to your door: search for 

w m 

them in the places of public resort; bring them to 
your houses, and entertain them in the best way that 
prudence will admit. 

7. The apostle recommends good will to perse¬ 
cutors, sympathy, humility, and self-diffidence, ver. 
14—16. 

14 Bless those ivho persecute you: bless , and curse 
not. 

Let not any provocation, nor any injury which 
you may receive on account of your Christian pro¬ 
fession, induce you to retaliate upon your persecu¬ 
tors: but speak mildly, even to those whose lan¬ 
guage and conduct are most malignant. 

1 Wan Is of the saints."] Rosenmuller observes, that this epistle 
was written about the lime of the famine in the reign of Clau¬ 
dius, Acts xi. 28, when many strangers flocked to Rome. 

9 Pursue hospitality.] SmxcTe, seek occasions for hospitality. 
Hospitality was a virtue of great importance, when the want of 
inns rendered it difficult for strangers to obtain accommodations. 
And Dr. Doddridge observes, after Blackwall, that many Chri¬ 
stians might be banished their native country for their religion, 
and perhaps laid under a ban of excommunication •> which would 
render it a high crime to receive them into their houses. 
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] la juice with them that rejoice ; weep with them 
th<il weep: having the same dispositions towards 
each other J . 


fih. XII. 
Vcr. 15. 
Hi. 


Sympathize with ouch other : avoid u narrow Hel¬ 
lish spirit. Enter into the eases of your brethren, 
if they ure cheerful, rejoice with them; if they mourn, 
participate in their hoitowh. Let every one feel for 
unolher uh for hhuHclf. 


Effect not superiority, hut he guided hy the hunt- 
hh i. fit not wise in your own conceit . 

Know your proper place.: do not Hot yourselves 
up above your brethren, but be willing to yield pre¬ 
eminence to others. Tube for your examples those 
who are of a humble spirit, who rather decline than 
covet distinction. JJe not puffed up with the con¬ 
ceit of superior wisdom. 


8 . The apostle warnH agaiiiHt revenge, and en¬ 
joins honourable und peaceful behaviour, vcr. 17, 

18 . 

Render to no one evil for evil. 17 . 

The spirit of the gospel prohibits all retaliation 
und revenge. 

lie commendahly prudent in the sight of all men 1 *. 

* I follow Wakefield in joining this clause to the Ifitli verse, 
uml borrow his translation. 

* AJIvv.1 not, &e,J (pfiovtiv ra C'lrqXa, melo M/.rutu cm/, valla item- 
par nnttralh ra atinn. Oi raifeivu h. I. won aunt vine ntntu, nail 
in fit! a ItumtlcH. rvvonfayKrQat rw, aliiis, in ptirlem Htninlntm 
iliritur. Sail Vautuu man ant hoavarho in maliorampurh m. I)u- 
tumini eiamplo damiimorum.” Hosenmullcr. " lie guided by 
humility." Wakefield. 

6 Hr ronimandabty prudent ,] q. Tfp'jyona()$ sccAWf. 1 follow 

VOL. I. T 
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Ch. xii. Let your conduct in the world be so governed bv 
Ver. 17. . 3 . , 

prudence, as to entitle you to respect, and to guard 

you from reproach. 

13 If it be possible, to the utmost of 'your power, live 
peaceably with all men . 

Offer no provocation to any; give no intentional 
offence; be circumspect in your conduct: do all 
you can to promote peace and quietness. After all, 
peace may not be in your power; but let not the 
blame of contention rest with you. 

9. The section concludes with an earnest dissua¬ 
sive from revenge, ver. 19—*21. 

19. adored, avenge not yourselves, but yield to an¬ 
ger 1 ; for it is written, Vengeance belongcth to 
me ; I will recompense, saith the Lord . 

Though you have an unquestionable right to 
stand upon self-defence, yet if a man is violently an¬ 
gry it will be advisable not to increase his irritation 
by fruitless opposition, but to leave his fury to ex¬ 
haust itself in empty words. And if he should even 
proceed to mischief, and should commit injury, do 
not retaliate evil: for no one can be an impartial 
judge in his own cause. If you have no just means 

Rosenmuller, who, with More, interprets y.<x\% as the adverb 
xaAwj : q. d. “ ceram omnibus hominibus virile antic. Cl for- 
vmht prospicere bene, describat hominem providum, prudentem, 
cautumque. 2 Cor. viii. 21.” 

1 Yield to anger:] i. e. as some explain it, “ give place to, 
make way for, the anger ol Cod.” So Chrysostom understands 
it; and Rosenmuller says that the connexion requires this sense. 
So Archbishop Newcome: see his note. Mr. Wakefield renders 
it “ the anger of another which is the sense that I prefer. 
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of redress, commit your cause to (jod. lie claims eh. 
tliis prerogative uh Imh own: 'To me (ssiitli he) be- Vci 
longeth vengeimce and recompense.’ Dent, xxxii. 

And iu due time he will cull the oHender to 
account. 

Therefore , if thine enemy hunger,, feed him ; f 
he thirst , give him drink: Jin' hy doing this thou, 
shall heap eouls of Jive upon his headlie not 
orercoute in/ evil :l , hut overcome evil with good.. 

In the* mean time, endeavour hy forbearance and 
kindness to bring your adversary to repentance, and 
to save him from ruin. Not only uhstain from nil 
acts of revenge, but abound in those of bencvolcnoe; 
relieve bis HuH’erings, supply his wants, anticipate 
his application. If his heart is not unusually hard, 
this conduct will soften him, and bring him to u 
better temper. In the best sense of the words, you 
will heap coals of lire upon his head ; you will melt 


XII. 

. I \K 


* 20 , 

21 


* ('min of Jim, &<:.] Thin sentence is u o notation from Prov. 
xxv. '22, where it is added, * and thfc Lord shall reward thee.’ 
hi si fri riis ilolorem ipsi injirian maximum. As some understand 
it, * you will lill him with remorse.' According to others, * you 
will aggravate his linul condemnation.’ Sec Itosemnullcr. 1 tut 
this latter surely is a'very unworthy motive, and l»y no means 
lilcely to have been the intention of the upostlr. The sense 
given in the paraphrase is most agreeable to the spirit of Chris¬ 
tianity, und therefore most probably the true meaning of the 
passage. See Doddridge in tor. 

Overcome by evil.'] “ This,” says Dr, Priestley in his note 
on this text, “ is a very happy expression. Ly calling dohyr 
rml a bruin overcome. of evil, implies a weakness of mind in giv¬ 
ing way to it, and that doing good is a eoiupiest over evil prin¬ 
ciples : so that there is great heroism and magnanimity in vir¬ 
tue, and as great weakness and meanness in vice,” 

T 2 
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ch. xii. him into penitence, and cast his mind into a new 

Ver. 21. ii 

mould. 

Upon the whole, suffer not evil affections to be 
excited in you by the bad conduct of others; but 
subdue the evil passions of others by your own gen¬ 
tleness, forbearance, and generosity. 

SECTION II. 

Ch. XIII. The apostle inculcates the practice of all civil and 
social duties upon Christian principles. Ch. xiii. 

1. The apostle strongly presses the duty of obe¬ 
dience to the civil power, ver. 1—5. 

Ver. I. Let every one be subject to the supreme authori¬ 
ties. For there is no authority but from God , and 
2 . those which exist are appointed by God: he, there¬ 
fore, who setteth himself against this authority, re- 
sisteth the appointment of God; and they who re • 
sist will bring upon themselves condemnation. 

The Jews regarded themselves as living under a 
theocracy, or a special divine government, acknow- 
ledging no law but that which was given by Gud to 
Moses upon mount Sinai, and owning allegiance to 
no sovereign but God himself. Hence they held 
all other governments in contempt and detestation. 
And not only were they impatient of the Roman 
yoke in their own country, but were prone to sedi¬ 
tion in other nations where they were settled. They 
had been expelled from Rome for their turbulent 
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spirit by the emperor Claudius, a few years before 
this epistle was written, and had but lately been per¬ 
mitted to return. The believers in Christ, who ori¬ 
ginally consisted chiefly of Jewish converts, were 
for some time confounded with the Jews, and some 
of them might be disposed to embrace the Jewish 
principles of civil government, and to conclude, that 
by their conversion to the faith they were released 
from all subjection to the civil power, and that they 
owed no allegiance but to God. It is to rectify this 
misconception that the apostle gives the advice con¬ 
tained in this portion of his epistle 

Let every one be subject to the supreme authori¬ 
ties 2 ; and let none of the holy community of be¬ 
lievers in Christ imagine, that by taking upon him¬ 
self this sacred profession, he is released from the 
allegiance which he owes to the civil power: but 
let all obey the sovereign authority. 

For there is no authority but from God; and 
those which exist 3 are appointed by God . 

It is a mistake to suppose that Moses is the only 
divinely commissioned legislator, and that the JeW- 


1 “ IJanc doctrinam, Imperatoribu s non esse prabendum olse- 
fjuium, Judcci sine dulio hauserunt e doctrina Pharisesorum. Jo¬ 
seph. Antiq. xviii. 2, 4.” Kosenmuller. 

* Supreme authorities .] u intelligendi sunt summi magistratus 
in unicersum: ac imprimis Imperatives Romani. Nam vzzpeyjir 
dignitatis quondam prafstontiam pros aliis indicat. Joseph. B. I. 
vii. II. i." Rosenmuller. TTie supreme imperial power. 

8 Those tchich exist.] In the received text “ the authorities ” 
which exist j but the word authorities is omitted in 

the Alexandrine, Cambridge, and other manuscripts, and by 
(iricslKicli. —Are appr/inted by God. “ All other governments de¬ 
rive their (Kr.vcr from God as well as the Jews.’’ Locke. 


Ch. XIII. 
Ver. 2. 


L 
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ch. xill. ish government is the only one which derives its 
Ver ' ‘ authority from heaven. There is a sense in which 
civil government, as such, is derived from God; be* 
cause it is for the happiness of mankind to form 
themselves into civil communities for mutual pro¬ 
tection and security: and therefore it is the will of 
God that sueh communities should exist. And 
there is also a sense in which the actually existing 
governments are of divine appointment; because, 
in their different forms, they have for w*ise and good 
reasons been permitted to establish themselves in 
the world; and so they are to remain, unless very 
substantial reasons require a change. 

2 - He, therefore , tv ho setteth himself against this 
authority, rcsisteth the appointment of God 1 ,- and 
they who resist, will bring upon themselves condem¬ 
nation 2 . 

He who resisteth lawful authority, and who would 
introduce anarchy and confusion, opposes an insti¬ 
tution which God has appointed for the benefit of 

1 He who setteth himself, &x.] So Wakefield. ** avursurtrEcr- 
per vim se opponere. Quicunque se opponit regi, idem est 
iit si se opponeret majestaii divince” Rosenmuller.—“ The sense 
is, that Christians, by being Christians, are not any way exempt 
from obedience to the civil magistrate, nor ought bv any means 
to resist them; though, by what is said, ver. 3, it seems that 
St . Paul meant here, magistrates having and exercising a law¬ 
ful power. But whether the magistrates in being, were, or were 
not such, and consequently were, or were not to be obeyed, 
that, Christianity gave them no peculiar power to examine. 
They had the common right of others, their fellow citizens, but 
had no distinct privileges as Christians.” Locke. 

* Condemnation.") “ They who resist, will be punished by 
those powers which they resist.” Locke. ‘‘ Pnnivntnr turn a 
wagistratibus, turn, alia rationv, a Deo ipso." Rosenmuller. 
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mankind. And lie who opposes the existing mi- ( 
thoritics, mid endeavours to overthrow them under 
any pretext whatever, ineurH u most serious respon¬ 
sibility : for he opposes that which (Jod in his pro¬ 
vidence hits permitted to exist; and of which he 
wills the continuance, till the evils which result 
from its existence exceed those which will follow 
from its overthrow. And they who thus resist the 
civil power, must of course expect the vengeance of 
the penal laws ; and if they oppose it wantonly, in¬ 
considerately, and unjustly, they will incur the dis¬ 
pleasure of heaven. 

The apostle docs not mean to adirm, that all re¬ 
sistance to tyrannical authority is in all cases un¬ 
lawful. God forbid. That would be the extreme 
of injustice. Nor does the apostle's argument war¬ 
rant such a conclusion. All evil is in some sense 
of divine appointment; and it is no more unlaw¬ 
ful to put an end to a tyrannical and oppressive! go¬ 
vernment, because such a government is, in the 
course of providence, permitted to exist, than it is 
unlawful to use every possible means to put a stop 
to the pestilence; because that likewise is uu evil 
under the direction of God. And, in fuet, a re¬ 
formed government when once introduced and set¬ 
tled, is as much the appointment of God, as that 
which has been displaced by it. ]5ut it was no 
part of the apostle’s intention, nor was it llu* object 
of h’iH mission, to enter into political discussions. 

For these rulers :i are not a terror toi/ood works % 


It. XIII. 
Vtr. 2. 


1 77/r.u; rultrn.\ Oi yup up'/tyrt 5 , Mo Wakdklil. Jre. not. a 
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Ch. xill. but to evil: ivouldest thou then not be afraid of the 
ei ‘ ' authority? do that which is light, and thou wilt 
be praised by It; for It is the minister of God to 
thee for good . 

The rulers to whom I allude, and whom it would 
be impious to resist, are such as perform their im¬ 
portant duties with fidelity; who protect the vir¬ 
tuous, but are a terror to evil-doers. If, therefore, 
you would avoid the frowns of those who are in 
power, perform your duty, and the power of the vir¬ 
tuous magistrate will be your protection: for such 
is the design of providence in the appointment of 
civil institutions. 

—I. jB ut if thou do evil, be afraid; for it bcarcth not 

the sword in vain 1 ; for it is the avenging minister 
of God for the punishment of the evil-doer . 

If, indeed, you violate the laws of the communi¬ 
ty, if you deceive, oppress, and injure your neigh- 


terror, &e. It may seem surprising, that the apostle speaks so 
respectfully of Nero's government. And some have argued from 
this fact, the disgraceful and degrading doctrines of passive obe¬ 
dience and non-resistance, even under the most tyrannical and 
arbitrary governments. But this epistle was written in the third 
or fourth year of Nero’s reign ; and it is to be remembered, 
that the government of this emperor for the first few years was 
temperate and just. When Paul was himself a prisoner at 
Rome, there were believers even in Cesar’s household, Philip, 
iv. 22. And Burrhus, the preceptor of Nero, and prefect of the 
Praetorian guard, is said to have favoured the Christians .—It 
is the minister. So Wakefield. 

1 It beareth not the sword, &c.] This expression seems to im¬ 
ply, that in extreme cases, the civil magistrate lues a right to 
take away life. Blit surely this authority should he very sparing¬ 
ly used. Wilful murder seems to be almost the only oHence 
• ■> 

which will justify capital punishment .—It is, ike. for the pu¬ 
nishment. bo Wake field. 
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hour, y(Mi have reason to lx; afraid ; for n just run- rii. xiir. 
gistrutc will do his duty, and will use his authority <r ' * 
for visiting the wicked with condign punishment. 

I 4 or he is as much the instrument of (iod to execute 
his righteous judgement upon the wicked, as to pro¬ 
tect and reward the virtuous, 

' /'her(jure , it is necessary to yield subjection, vol J». 
only on account of punishment B , but also for con¬ 
st ten re sake. 

Upon the whole, therefore, it behoves you to live 
in due subjection to a just government, not only 
through fear of punishment, but from a sense of 
duty, and from obedience to the will of God. 

2 . The apostle exhorts to a conscientious dis¬ 
charge. of what wus due to the established govern¬ 
ment, ver. 0, 7- 

Moreover, for the same reason, pay tribute like- a 
wise; for they are servants of (iod, continually 
attending to this particular object fl . 

He as strictly conscientious in the payment of 
your proportion of the public contributions, as in 
performing your civil and social duties. Magis¬ 
trates art; the servants of God ; whose duty it is, to 
devote their whole time and all their powers to the 

• On account of punishment.] face ryv opyr t v. Wakefield. New- 
come. 

’ A /fend 14 'll icy employ their rare, time, and pains, for 

• Ik* public weal,” Locke. 44 A very delicate lesson is oblhpiclv 
i oiiveyi d to the magistrate," ver. ,'J, 4, ft. Ncwnitne, 41 lor 
i l"-y wlio at lend to this business, arc public rurvunU of (iod.” 

Wake held. 
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service of the public, to administer justice, and to 
preserve peace. They are fully entitled to ample 
remuneration from the public purse. To defraud 
them, therefore, of their just dues, is an act of dis¬ 
honesty, and will be visited as such by the just 
judgement of God, who will protect the rights of 
his faithful servants. 

Therefore , render to all their dues: tribute , to 
whom tribute is due; custom , to whom custom 1 ; 
reverence , to whom reverence; honour, to whom ho • 
nour 2 . 

Pay, therefore, to every individual the respect 
which is due to him. Pay taxes and customs to 
those who have a right to demand, and are appoint¬ 
ed to receive them. Let those who are in power be 
respected and obeyed. Let superiors in age or of¬ 
fice, who adorn their stations by their virtues, be 
honoured as they deserve. And let not the Chris¬ 
tian religion be reproached as tending to dissolve 
the bonds of society. 

Upon the whole, we may remark with how much 
prudence and caution the apostle urges his exhor¬ 
tations upon the subject of political obligations. 


1 Tribute —cma7o»i.] ‘ f 'O <popog tributum denotat quodpcrsntiis 
imponilur — to reA&f, vcctigal, quod pro mercium transport a Hone 
solvitur." Roscnmuller. Doddridge well observes, that this 
passage is directly levelled at a favourite notion of the Jews j 
that, as the peculiar people of God, they were exempted from 
obligation to pay tribute to the Gentiles, though without point¬ 
ing them out in an invidious manner. 

9 Reverence — honour.'] “ potoj, reverence, expresses the in¬ 
ward disposition, see Eph. v. ult. nu.r l} honour, expresses the 
conduct and external behaviour proceeding from it.” Doddridge. 
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While, Ik* Htrongly inculcutcH the duties of subjects, ci». xm. 
be indirectly, but clearly and pointedly, lays down 
tin* duties of magistrate* ; and though he says no¬ 
thing concerning the lawfulness of resistance to a 
tyrannical power, his arguments for obedience only 
apply to the civil authority when it is exercised for 
the benefit of the community, and fulfills the pur¬ 
poses for which it was instituted 3 . 

3. The apostle recommends universal good will 
as the sum of social virtue, vcr. 8—10. 

Owe nothing to any man hut mutual love ; Jor 
he who love th his neighbour 4 hath fully performed 
the law . 

Incur no debts ; for they will entangle and dis¬ 
tress you. Hut to this injunction let there he one 
exception. Regard benevolence, and a constant 
disposition to perforin kind offices, as a debt owing 
to all mankind. Universal benevolence is a pre- 


■ " 'Hie apostle, without entering into any rpiestion about the 
luwfuliiess of government, or, in what cases it was lawful, and 
in what unlawful [to resist], considered it us the duly of Chris¬ 
tians to submit to that, government whieh they found established. 
!!<■ represents the government they were under, a* that to whirh 
(iod had thought proper to subject them, and in whieh they 
ought to juvpiieSee. 'Jliese maxims, therefore, are to he con¬ 
sidered us applying to the particular eireumstunees of the times 
in whirh the apostle wrote, and it is absurd to plead them in 
favour of a government, manifestly unjust and tyrannieal, from 
whirh it is in the power of the people to relieve themselves.” 
Dr. rrieslley. 

* I.nvt'lh hi* nfifflihonr."] So Wakefield ; and this is the true 
sense of the passage, laterally, " the oilier,” or "another,” 
whirh in the English idiom takes away the universality of the 
idle, 
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cept of indispensable obligation under the Chris¬ 
tian law. And it is the whole of Christian duty. 
For he, who truly loves his neighbour, will not fail 
to perform every act of social virtue. 

For that commandment. Thou shall not com¬ 
mit adultery , Thou shall ?iot kill , Thou shall not 
steal J , Thou shall not covet , and every other com - 
mandmcnt, is summed up in this one, Thou shall 
love thy neighbour as thyself \ Love doeth no ill 
to its neighbour ; therefore , love is the fulfilling of 
the law . 

The law of the second table consists chiefly of 
prohibitions of injustice. And all its precepts, 
whether negative or positive, are comprehended in 
the single rule, Love your neighbour as yourself; or, 
in other words, Always do to others, what, in an ex¬ 
change of circumstances, you might reasonably de¬ 
sire that others should do to you. Acting upon 
this principle, you will infallibly steer clear of all 
injustice; and will, in fact, abound in acts of bene¬ 
volence. So true it is, that Love, and that alone, 
is the complete accomplishment of social duty, and 
of obedience to the law of God, both in the letter 
and the spirit. 

4. The apostle enforces these duties from the 
consideration of the brevity of human life, and 


1 Thou shall not steal.~\ The received texts adds, “Thoushalt 
not bear false witness." Rut these words are wanting in the 
oldest and best manuscripts, and Griesbach has excluded them 
from his text. 
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tlu! excellence of (Jliriutiiui privileges, ver. 11— ch. mu. 

14. 

And this let uh do, considering the season, that. Ver. II. 
it is now time for ns to arise from sleep ; for our 
salvation c is nearer now than when, we fo nt be¬ 
lieved. The night is far spent; and the day is Vl. 
drawing near . Tet us then, lay aside the works 

of darkness, and put on the apparel * of light. 


• Our .niltuition . ] i. uh in <*oniiiif»nly understood, tin* second 
coming of Christ to mini? tin* dead, mill to reward flu* just; 
wlii«:h wan v xiwill'll by the primitive believers, mid probably by 
the iipohlb’H tliriiiscl vrs, to lake pluee ill u very few y<*nri», twee 
‘J Thrss. ii. J ,) uml before the generation then existing beeioiie 
extinct, See Locke umJ Crolius in lor. lint though the lapse 
of ages lots denioiiHfruled the vimily of thin expectation, vet the 
argument holds good to every individual: lor to every Imaiuri 
being, the uppeumnee of bin Lord to judgement will succeed 
instantaneously to tlu* moment of dissolution, though ages of 
ages should intervene. ** Xwrypta, muIuUh roynilta." Rnscnaiul* 
ler ; who explains the passage Lints : ✓/. d. We ought tin- ru- 
Iher to luy aside idl iudolenee in the discharge ol’ ( luisliim duty, 
us our knowledge of the gospel is so miieh improved sime we 
first professed the Clnisliui) faith, Jlut this, wliieb is also the 
interprelution of Mueknight, seems ti hiirsb interpretation. Dr. 
Taylor disapproves of Locke's uml (h’otius's supposition, that 
the apostle with mistaken in the lime of our Lord's uppeumuee 
to jmigrmeiil. 

* Thr nppnrrl.'] u ra, iirXa, inntrummla, arnw, uni rt rmlrn 
Hoscumuilcr.—" 'Hie attire,” Neweome; nee lie/a and Wake- 
lit-bl.—“ Observe,” says Dr. Taylor, " the lively and beautiful 
metaphor. Thin present imperfect state of trial, the apostle com- 
pares to the night. And the Hiilvalion and glory we all have ia 
prospect, to the day. lie supposes Christians maybe asleep, 
negligent of their most important concerns, or immersed in sen¬ 
suality. lie, as the apostle of Christ and preacher of lla* go¬ 
spel, knocks at the chamber door, and calls to them, * It is 
high lime to uwuke out of sleep : lla* day appears, the glorious 
day of your everlasting salvation : Awake, awake } throw oil' 
your loose clothes, which cover you in Lite night, and ia which it 
is unseemly to appear before men ; ami put on that comely 
dress which is agreeable tu the day, aral gives a decent and ho- 
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Ch. XIII. And let us be the more earnest in the discharge 
Vei. 12. duty, considering bow short and precarious the 
opportunity is, which still remains. We have no 
time to lose. If we have hitherto been negligent 
and slothful, it becomes us now to rouse our spirits 
to activity and energy, and not to lose another hour. 
For the season of the accomplishment of our Chris¬ 
tian hopes is rapidly advancing ; and is now nearer 
than when we first professed faith in Christ, though 
we were then told that it was near at hand. The 
judge is at the door; the night of darkness and ig¬ 
norance is past; we cannot plead that vve do not 
know our duty. Let us then no longer practise 
the vices of our heathen state, but let us act as pro¬ 
fessors of the pure religion of Jesus. Let us put 
oft' our night clothes by which we should be encum¬ 
bered and disgraced, and put on the useful and or¬ 
namental apparel of the day. 

13. As being in the day l , let ns walk gracefully , 
not in rioting and drunkenness , not in debauchery 
and wantonnesSj not in strife and envying . 

The religion of Jesus is broad day-light; it ad¬ 
mits of no concealment. The disciple of Jesus is 

nourable appearance in the world.’ Meaning that disposition 
and conversation which is agreeable to the gospel, lovely in the 
eyes of mankind, and which fits us to appear among the blessed 
in the realms of light.” 

1 As being in ihe day.'] “ wg sv r^efa., as in the day-time.” 
Wakefield.—“ Gracefully, becomingly.” Newcome .—“ sve-yy)- 
(j*ovuj$, qui (leccntcm quondam induebant personam." Rosenmul- 
ler. " Let us walk honourably and gracefully : so evtryr^wwg 
exactly signifies. Dr. Milner renders it. Let us walk with a 
grace.” Doddridge.— Not in debauchery , &c. Kojrij, alias c\x- 
bile, hie, coneubitum denotat" HosennmUer. 



Div. If. 


II OMAN tf. 


Nicct. III. I , * IHJ 


to net in retirement, ns if lie were under constant n». xin. 
inspection. Let us, therefore, ut nil times, uml in V “’ 1J ' 
nil pluees, behave with the decorum which we should 
think necessary if we were under the public eye ; 
and let us ever shun those hateful vices, which even 
they who practise them lire ashamed to uvow, and 
endeavour to conceal under the durkness of the 
night. 

linf put ye on the loot'd Jesus (Jhristy and make H. 
no provision jar irregular desires 

Study tin 1 character of your master, Jesus Christ, 
and array yourselves in those virtues which shone so 
conspicuously in him ; this will he your most ap¬ 
propriate and most glorious dress ; this will secure 
universal esteem and affection. Hut us for those 
gross vices, which are so common among the ido¬ 
latrous heathen, renounce them all together, as ut¬ 
terly inconsistent with the character of a disciple of 
Christ. 


SECTION IIJ. 


r /7ie apostle recommends mutual candour to those Oli. XIV. 
who entertained differences of opinion concern¬ 
ing things indifferent t andparticularly concern¬ 
ing the distinctions oj meats and days, Ch. xiv. 
throughout . 

n 


1. The apostle advises generally, that those who 


“ Mtifarntt provision, fc<\] " hit cnrjioiis cumin unite tie, ut 
KUjmlituicn mm inccmhuitur .” ItoHcnmulliT. 
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Ch. xiv. entertain scruples should be treated with indulgence 
by those who have none, ver. 1. 

Ver. l. Moreover , receive kindly him who is weak in 

faith l , not censuring him because of his doubts' 2 . 

The society of believers at Rome consisted of 
converts both from Jews and heathen. The Jew¬ 
ish Christians, still attached to the law of Moses, 
adhered scrupulously to all its distinctions concern¬ 
ing the lawfulness of different kinds of food, and 
the holiness of certain days. These the apostle 


1 Him who is weak in faith .] RosenmuIIer observes, that faith 
here signifies not an assent to doctrine, but a persuasion con¬ 
cerning the lawfulness or unlawfulness of a practice : one who 
is weak in faith, therefore, is one who is doubtful in points of 
practice. “ Not fully persuaded,” says Mr. Locke, “ of Ins 
Christian liberty in the use of some indifferent thing.” 

a Not censuring him because of his doubts.'] pj ei$ oiaxpuTEi; 
Sia.Xoyio-fj.ujv’ q. d. kvaxa Sia.Xoyia-p.ujv, not to vexatious cen¬ 
sures because of his doubts. See Acts xi. 2. They of the cir¬ 
cumcision contended with Peter, Siaxpivovto, q. d. angrily dis¬ 
puted with, and censured Peter. See also Jude ver. 1). Mac- 
knight renders the words, " not in order to the strife of dispu¬ 
tations.”— “ Sixxptvetv, dijudicare, Matt. xvi. 3 ; 1 Cor. vi. 5 ; 
Sia.XoyKTfJ.oi, cogitationes, Matt. xv. 19, q. d. nc in ipsius senten - 
than cur lose inquiratis, eamque severe damnefis." RosenmuIIer; 
who nevertheless adds, that others interpret the sense, q. d. do 
not quarrel on account of opinions ; others, q. d. aveu Siaxpio-e-jjp 
xou StaXoyiop.8, without doubting or disputing ; but he prefers 
the first. “ not unto doubts and reasonings.” Wakefield ; who 
reads Sia Xoyic-p.ujv as two words. “ Live together in a tree and 
friendly manner, without any regard to the differences among 
you, about the lawfulness of any indifferent things.” Locke. 
“ Do not tcaze and disquiet them with grievous censures or 
vexatious disputes about their sentiments.” Dr. Taylor ; who 
remarks in his note, that the apostle, by “ him that is weak in 
faith, means the Jew r , who he knew assuredly was in the wrong; 
yet he uses him very tenderly, and avoids saying any thing of 
him that was harsh or overbearing.”—“ Not teazing him with 
controversies about things in doubt.” Dr. Priestley. 
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calls “ weak in faith.” Not fully understanding the 
extent of Christian liberty ; and making themselves 
uneasy with unfounded scruples. On the other 
hand, the Gentile believer, not having been accus¬ 
tomed to lay stress upon distinctions of this nature, 
felt no scruples upon the subject: all days, all kinds 
of food, were alike in his estimation. And these 
two classes of believers, as too frequently happens 
in similar circumstances, were disposed to entertain 
an ill opinion of each other. The Jew would not 
hold communion with the Gentile believer, the lax¬ 
ity of whose conduct in these particulars gave him 
a bad opinion of his character, and led him to con¬ 
clude, that though he professed to believe in Christ, 
he was little better than a heathen. While the more 
enlightened, and free thinking Gentile, not making 
sufficient allowance for the early prepossessions of 
his Jewish brother, was disposed to look down upon 
him with contempt, as a weak and narrow-minded 
bigot. The apostle, who, most evidently, both here 
and elsewhere, decides the question in favour of the 
liberty of the Gentile believer, is, nevertheless, very 
anxious that the two parties should entertain their 
separate opinions, and observe their respective prac¬ 
tices, in the exercise of mutual candour and good 
will. They were both influenced by the same mo¬ 
tive, a desire to do credit to the doctrine which they 
professed; and therefore both were equally accept¬ 
able to God, and neither party was authorized to 
condemn the other. He therefore strictly en’oins 
the Jewish believer, not to anathematize the Gen- 
VOL. i. u 


Ch. XIV. 
Vcr. 1. 
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Ch. xiv. tile professor; and the Gentile believer, not to de- 
Ver ' spise and insult his Jewish brother ; and requires, 
that while each follows his own judgement each 
should allow his neighbour to do the like in all cases 
of mere ritual institution, which did not interfere 
with the great law of moral rectitude. The Gen¬ 
tile brethren appear to have been the more nume¬ 
rous party, and he begins with them, q. d. I have 
been exhorting you to mutual benevolence. Let it 
particularly appear in this case. Kindly entertain 
your less informed brother; bear with his long 
established prepossessions, and do not wound his 
spirit, and irritate his feelings, by treating his con¬ 
scientious scruples with levity and contempt. 

2. The apostle states the specific cases in which 
the parties differed, and enjoins mutual forbear¬ 
ance, ver. 2—6. 

2. For one believeth that he may eat any kind of 
food; another , who is weak t eateth only herbs. 

The Gentile believer, who has just conceptions 
of Christian liberty, pays no regard to ceremonial 
distinctions, but eats one kind of food as freely as 
another; while the Jewish convert, still adhering 
to the engagements of the law, and fearful lest, in a 
heathen country, he should, notwithstanding all his 
care, expose himself to ceremonial pollution, judges 
it to be the safest course to abstain altogether from 
animal food, and confines himself wholly to a ve¬ 
getable diet, with regard to which the law laid him 
under no restrictions. 
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Let mot him toko eateth, despise him who eateth 
not; and let not him who eateth not , condemn him 
who eateth : for God has accepted him . 

Let not the Gentile believer, Anitv-H with the 
possession of his liberty, treat bis Jewish brother 
with contempt; and view him as a weak and ailJy 
bigot, because of bis conscientious scruples. Nor, 
on the other band, let the scrnptdoos, and self-de¬ 
nying Jewish believer, denounce judgement upon 
the bee thinking and free living Gentile Christian, 
as though he were insincere in bis profession, and 
no better than a heathen ; far in this judgement he 
would be very much mistaken: for I have authority 
to assure him, that under the gospel covenant the 
heathen convert is admitted into favour, without 
subjecting himself to any of those ceremonial re¬ 
straints, which, far wise reasons, were imposed upon 
the Israelites br the law of Moses. 

Who art thorn that condemnest another mans 
domestic ? to his own master he standeth or fall* 
eth : bat he shall be established; for God is able 
to establish him* 

How unbecoming is it in any one to interfere 
officiously in the domestic econ omy of another; to 
m m brnn the servant for disobedience, when the 
master finds no feult! Who then art thon that art 
thus pwing sentence upon thy fellow servant ? 
w hat are thy dai^ «nd wboe is thy commissioa 
to ctthde fern C hr isti an fellowship- aH those who 
do not adopt thy ceremonial scruples? Yon are not 
his judge; let him answer for himself; and await 

l* 2 


Ck. XIV, 

Ytr.X 
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*v'* X 4 I II * * V ’ ^ ec * s * on him w hoin alone he is amenable. 
Nor need he fear an unfavourable sentence. What¬ 
ever your erroneous judgement may suspect or de¬ 
nounce, if, in these indifferent matters only, he is 
deficient, he shall maintain his character and sta¬ 
tion in the church, and shall be accepted in the 
end. For God is able and willing to support and 
establish him in the Christian faith without the ob¬ 
servance of ceremonial institutions, as well as if he 
subjected himself to the burdensome yoke of the 
law. 

5. One man cstcemeth one day above another : but 
another man cstcemeth every day alike 1 . Let every 
one freely enjoy his own opinion 2 . 

The converted Jew observes his sabbaths, his 
new moons, his fasts, and his festivals. The Gen¬ 
tile believer, unaccustomed to sabbatical distinc¬ 
tions of every kind, regards all his time as equally 
appropriated to God, and does not esteem any one 
day as more holy than another. Be it so. Let ever}' 


I Estecmeth every day alike.] “ K pivei Tra-a-avr^epay, sc. <cn;v. 
quemvis diem par'll t r sayictum habet: xpivei cestimat, ut 1 Cor. 
ii. 2.” Rosenmuller. See also Raphelius. 

II Let everyone freely enjoy his ou'n opinion .■] 4< TrXr t po<popei- 

cQw II Xr,p. plena motu in aliquid feror, et est navium, quee 
plenis velis agitantur et in portum feruntur Schleusner. “ Let 
every man freely enjoy his own sentiment, and go on in his 
own way without impediment or censure.” Doddridge ; who 
observes, in his note, “ How strong a text this is for the right 
of private judgement! ” It is surprising that the obvious and 

important meaning of this passage should have been so gene¬ 

rally overlooked, and that a sense should have been commonly 
given to the passage, which, to say the least, is obscure and ir¬ 
relevant - 7 q. d. “ Let every one be fully persuaded in his own 
mind an exhortation which is not always practicable. 
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one act an in hi* conscience Ife judges right. Let Ch. xiv, 
him enjoy his liberty, without censure and without Vef ‘ 
restraint. 

He v)hn rcgf/rdelh the day regardclh it to the ti. 
Lord*; and he who dinregardeth the day dwrc - 
gardeth it to the Lord . 

Positive institutions are nothing in themselves: 
it is the motive only which gives the observation of 
them a moral complexion. Whether a man abstains 
from all labour and recreation upon a particular day 
of the week, or whether he allows himself in both 
equally on every day, is in itself a matter of perfect - 
indifference: but if one observes the day as a day of 
rest, because he thinks that God requires it, and 
that Christ is honoured by it, while he retains that 
conviction, he does well in regulating his conduct 
accordingly. And on the other hand, if another 
conscientiously believes that God has imposed no 
such restraints, and that the Christian doctrine, as 
a law of liberty, is more honoured by the disregard 
of all sabbatical distinctions, he also does equally 
well in following the dictates of his judgement. 

The observer and the nonobserver of holy seasons 
are alike acceptable to God, if they conscientiously 
obey the dictates of their respective understandings, 
and act in obedience to the will of God, and in a 
way which they deem most honourable to their 
Christian profession. 


* fh -jardeth U to the Jjord ,] " rc^ardirth it to a master,” 
Wakefield ; and in this tray he translates the word, ver. U. 
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There is no meaning in language if the apostle 
does not here pronounce that all sabbatical distinc¬ 
tions are abolished under the Christian law. The 
apostle uses the utmost latitude of expression: 
whatever is fit and lawful upon one day is fit and 
lawful upon another, without any distinction be¬ 
tween the first, or the seventh, and any other day of 
the week. But mark, the apostle is not treating 
upon the subject of Christian worship. This is un¬ 
doubtedly a duty of universal obligation, which, for 
the sake of order and decency, must necessarily be 
carried on at some convenient and appropriate sea¬ 
son. Nor is he to be understood as saying any 
thing to contravene that ancient and useful practice, 
which the Christian church in all ages has derived 
from the apostles, of observing the first day of the 
week as a Christian festival for the religious and 
joyful commemoration of the death of Christ, and 
of his resurrection on the third day. The opposi* 
tion made by the apostle is to sabbatical imposi¬ 
tions, not to religious institutions. 

Also b he who eateth , eatcth to the Lord, for 
he giveth thanks to God; and he who abstaineth 
from eating 1 2 3 , abstaineth to the Lord, and he giv¬ 
eth thanks to God. 


1 Also.'] This connecting- particle is added in Griesbach's se¬ 

cond edition, upon the authority of the most valuable manu¬ 
scripts. 

3 lie who abstaineth , Src.J Gr. " he that eateth not to the 
Lord, he eateth not.” The apostle’s meaning is obvious; viz. 
that both the person who had no scruples, and he who had 
scruples, acted from the $amc motive, a desire to approve him- 
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Similar observations may be applied to the ques- Ch. xiv. 
tion concerning different kinds of food. The be- Vef °* 
liever who lays himself under no ceremonial re¬ 
straint, but who eats indifferently of any kind of 
wholesome food which is placed before hirn, without 
a scruple and without asking any question, acts thus 
because he thinks it an honour to the Christian re¬ 
ligion that it lays no stress upon such distinctions ; 
and he thanks God for his Christian liberty. On 
the other hand, he who abstains from certain arti¬ 
cles of diet, because they are forbidden by the law 
of Moses, believes that he shows respect to the 
Christian institution by associating the profession 
of it with the discipline of the law; and he thanks 
God, that by combining the requisitions of both 
covenants, he can secure, as he believes, the bene¬ 
fits of both. And thus both parties in their respec¬ 
tive practice being influenced by the same motives, 
are equally admitted by Christ, and equally approved 
by God; and therefore they ought to be mutually 
candid and tolerant to each other. 

3. It is the true spirit of the Christian religion, 
that they who believe in it should devote themselves 
wholly to their Master and his cause, ver. 7—9. 

For none of us liveth to himself and no (me dieth 7- 
to himself. 

By the law of our profession, self, the great idol 
of the unbelieving world, is totally annihilated. 

M'lf llie true disciple of Christ: but there is an ambiguity in 
the literal translation which it was thought expedient to avoid. 
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•ci). xiv. Neither the attainment of wealth, nor the gratifi- 
cation of the passions, nor the preservation of li¬ 
berty, nor social enjoyments, nor the love of life, 
nor the fear of death, are any longer suffered to pre¬ 
dominate in the breast, or to maintain any undue 
influence over the mind. When a man becomes a 
believer in Christ, he learns to look beyond himself, 
and to direct his regards to worthier objects. 

6 . For whether ive live , we live to the Lord*, or 
whether we die , we die to the Lord: whether , there - 
fore , we live or die , we are the Lord's. 

By our profession of the Christian doctrine we 
enlist ourselves in the service of a Master, and in 
that service we must live and die. If the cause in 
which we embark may be best promoted by active 
exertion, however laborious, we must be willing to 
live, and to exert our powers, whatever they be, not 
in those situations which we would choose for our¬ 
selves, and which are most easy and commodious, 
but in those in which the Master places us, and in 
which we may be most useful. If the state of 
things be such, that the Master’s cause will be best 
promoted by the sacrifice of life and all its enjoy¬ 
ments, the man who loves his Master and his ser¬ 
vice, and who breathes the spirit of his profession, 
does not hesitate a moment to make the most 
costly sacrifice; happy in the opportunity of testi¬ 
fying his gratitude and zeal. In lite and in death 


1 Live to the Lord, See.] TtuKupjae u to this master.” Wake¬ 
field : i. e. to God. See vcr. 6. 
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the true believer has but one paramount object in cu. xiv. 
view ; and that in, to approve himself the faithful ' ,tr ' 
and dutiful servant of the Master of his choice. 

For to this end Christ both lived and died, and if- 
rose again that he might he Lord both of the dead 
and of the living. 

And that Master is Christ, the prophet of Naza¬ 
reth, once in a humble and suffering state; now 
exalted and triumphant. He lived, and died, and 
rose again, not for his own benefit, but for that of 
all mankind, both the living and the dead. He de¬ 
scended to the grave that he might rise again, and 
might exhibit himself as the prince and leader of 
life; the example and the pledge of immortality to 
those who inhabit the dark mansions of the tomb. 

And he was raised and exalted to glory, that he 
might possess universal dominion; and that the 
whole race of mankind, under his benign adminis¬ 
tration, might be conducted to virtue, life, and hap¬ 
piness. His design was not to aggrandize himself, 
but to do the will of his heavenly Father, by raising 
mankind to glory and immortality; and nothing 
can be more acceptable to him, than that his disci¬ 
ples should manifest a kind and forbearing spirit 
towards each other. 


“ Lived and died, ami rose again .] xa» am^ave, kqu 

o.vtfT). Thin is the reading of the Clermont manuscript. The 
received text reads, “ xa» oureQave, y.ai avery, xa< avefy 
both died, and rose again, and revived. The reading which 
(iricabach selects is, “ airtbave, xat he both died 

and lived. The copies vary, but the bense U nearly the 
same. 
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Ch. xiv. 4. The account which each is to render of him¬ 
self to God, makes it particularly unbecoming to 
indulge in mutual censures, ver. 10—12. 

Vcr. io. But thou , why dost thou condemn thy brother? 
and thou , why dost thou despise thy brother ? since 
we shall all present ourselves before the tribunal of 
GodK 

If we were made responsible for each other, there 
would be some reason why we should interfere with 
each others conduct; but, as each individually is to 
answer for himself at the tribunal of God, and to 
abide the award due to his own character, how un¬ 
becoming and how culpable is it to sit in judgement 
upon one another! Why then do you, the Jewish 
believer, presume to pass a sentence of condemna¬ 
tion upon your Gentile brother ? And how is it 
that you, the Gentile convert, not satisfied with 
quietly enjoying your own liberty, behave with a 
supercilious air to your more scrupulous brother, 
who still owns subjection to the impositions of the 
Mosaic law P Nothing can be more unbecoming, 
or more remote from the genuine spirit of Chris- 


1 Present ourselves before the tribunal of God .] See Wakefield. 
God , is the reading of the Alexandrine, Clermont, and other ma¬ 
nuscripts. Christ, is the received text, which Griesbaeh prefers. 
Dr. Priestley remarks, that** the judgement-seat of Christ, and 
that of God, are the same ; not because Christ is God, but be¬ 
cause he acts in the name and by the authority of God, which 
is fully expressed when it is said that * God will judge the world 
by Jesus Christ.”’ Mr. Dodson contends that God is the true 
leading. See his note on Isa. xlv. 23. Archbishop Newcome 
observes that in this verse, and also in ver. 3, “ it is the Jewish 
convert judges, and the Gentile convert despises." 
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tianity, than foch a conduct as this in either Ch. xrv. 

V«T. II. 

party. 

for it is written , As I live, saith the Ixxrd, 12. 
every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall 
acknowledge God 2 . So then, every one of vs must 
give an account of himself to God. 

The language of the Jewish prophet (Isaiah xlv. 

23), foretelling the conversion of the heathen na¬ 
tions, does in effect declare the same awful truth, 
that God is the universal judge. For God is repre¬ 
sented as announcing, in the most solemn manner, 
that every individual of the human race shall ac¬ 
knowledge his authority and submit to his jurisdic¬ 
tion. It follows, therefore, that every human being 
will be accountable to God for his own character and 
behaviour; and consequently, that it is his duty and 
his wisdom to prepare for his own account, and not 
to sit in judgement upon others. 


5. The apostle warns those who entertain just 
views of Christian liberty, not to indulge their li¬ 
berty in such a manner as to ensnare the minds of 13. 
their less enlightened brethren, ver. 13—21. 

Let us then no longer judge one another, but do 

1 1t i»written, Ac.] The received text in Isaiah ilr. 23, which 
the apostle here cites, stands thus in the public version : “ I 
have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in 
righteousness, and shall not return, that onto me every knee 
shall bow, and every tongue shall swear.” Mr. Dodson thus cor¬ 
rects the text and the translation : “ By myself I have sworn, 
faith Jehovah (truth its gone forth from my mouth, the word, and 
it shall not be revoked), that to me every knee shall bow, and 
every tongue shall confess to God/' See Dodson in Ute. 
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Ch. XIV. ye judge this rather', not to lay a stumbling block, 
Vcr 13 - or a snare 1 2 , in your brothers way . 

Instead of wasting our time, and disgracing our 
character, by uncharitable censure on the one hand, 
or contemptuous scorn on the other, let those who 
understand the liberty of the gospel, and the little 
stress which it lays upon things indifferent, rather 
resolve upon laying a voluntary restraint upon them¬ 
selves, and not use their liberty in circumstances 
which may mislead others, and tempt them to do 
what they believe to be wrong. 

14. I know, and am fully assured by the Lord Je¬ 

sus 3 , that nothing is unholy in itself; but to him 
who esteemeth any thing to be unholy, to him it is 
unholy. 


1 Let us judge—do ye judge .] xfj vcopev — -H.piva.re. The apostle 
uses the same word in different senses, q. d. Let us not judge, 
i. e. Let us not censure, one another; but rather do ye judge, 
i. e. determine not to lay a stumbling block. “ Let us not judge 
—but do ye rather determine.” Wakefield. 

9 A stumbling block—a snare .] TTpos-xopiaa, a stumbling 
block. “ OJj'endiculum , lapis, vel obstaculum aliquod, in via 
positum, in quod si quis impingit, cadere, aut cespitare debet." 
Schleusner.—cxaviJaA&v, a snare. ,f Lignum incurvum quo ten- 
dicula sen deeipula sustinetur , et in quod impingens animal ipsam 
lendiculam in se subita ruina evertit." Schleusner. See \\ et- 
stein Nov. Test. tom. i. p. 302 .—“ A piece of wood which sup¬ 
ports a trap, which falls on its being moved ; and so may with 
peculiar propriety signify, whatever may be the occasion of en¬ 
snaring another, and drawing him into sin and mischief” Dodd¬ 
ridge. Bishop Pearce thinks that the words are a 

marginal gloss. Sec Newcome. 

3 Assured by the Lord Jesus.] “ I know and am satisfied that 
under the Lord Jesus.” Wakefield. This makes excellent sense j 
but it seems more probable that the apostle alludes to the in¬ 
struction which he had personally received from Jesus Clr'st. 
Sec Gal. i. 12. 
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I was once, u Pharisee, brought up in all the scru- Ch. xw. 
pies of that ceremonious sect; but when it pleased 
our Lord Jesus Christ to invite me into the church, 
and to reveal his gospel to me, that I might be 
qualified to instruct others, lie then made known to 
ine the nullity of those distinctions upon which T 
formerly laid so great a stress; so that I urn now 
fully convinced that no wholesome food is unlawful 
in itself, and that all ceremonial distinctions are 
abolished under the new covenant. Still, however, 
if any one thinks otherwise, it is unlawful for him 
to eat food which he believes to be forbidden. Nor 
can he innocently relax from ceremonial restraints 
till his mind is more enlightened. 

Hut if because of food thy brother be disquieted , 15. 

thou no longer walkcst in love : Destroy not him 4 * * * 8 
by thy foodfor whom Christ died [} . 

If you eat without regard to ceremonial distinc¬ 
tion, you act innocently so far as you are yourself 
concerned ; but if your conduct gives uneasiness to 


4 Dent ray not him.] t( Lead him nut to cut food contrary to 
hid own conviction ver. 2d, Newcomc. lluther, Do nut com¬ 
pel him to apostatize. Ah those who were converted to tin* 
Christian religion ure suid to he saved, no they who uposlutizc 
from it may he described us destroyed; because they have re¬ 

turned to those courses which leud to destruction, and from which 

it is probable thut they will never be reclaimed. See lleb. vi. 

A—\) ■ 2 Vet. ii. 20—22. 

8 1'br whom Christ died.] The death of Christ rutified that new 
covenant, to the privileges of which both Jews uud Ceutiles were 
equally admitted, 1 Cor. xi. 25. Christ, therefore, died for all 
who hud by baptism professed faith in his mission, and had been 
regulurly admitted into thut holy community of which he was 
tin 1 head. 
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Ch. xiv. your neighbour. If it induces him to think ill of his 
Vei. 15. Quartan brother, if it excites prejudices against the 
Christian faith, or if it tempts him to indulge in a 
liberty which in his conscience he believes to be un¬ 
lawful, you are the means of harassing his mind, and 
exposing him to self-reproach. This is not kind, and 
the consequences may be more serious than you 
imagine; for who can tell to what issue a disregard 
to the remonstrances of conscience, even in cases 
comparatively indifferent, may eventually lead ? Do 
not then, iny enlightened brother, by the imprudent 
exercise of your Christian liberty, impel to apostasy 
and expose to ruin, one whom Christ has owned as 
a disciple, and whom he has admitted into that 
community which he has consecrated by his blood. 

1C. Let not then your 1 privilege become a subject of 
reproach. 

Do not use your Christian liberty so as to ensnare 
your brethren, and thus to excite prejudice and oc¬ 
casion reproach, either to yourself or to the gospel 
which you profess. 

17 , For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink 2 , 
but justification^ and peace , and joy , in the holy 
spirit. ___ 


1 Your privilege] Or, <f good.” Many manuscripts and ver¬ 
sions read " our,” which Wakefield prefers; who also trans¬ 
lates ayadoy privilege, which is more intelligible.—“ Liberta .” 
Rosenmuller.—“ Let not then your liberty, which is a good you 
enjoy under the gospel, be evil spoken of.” Locke. Dr. Taylor 
gives the same sense, and refers to 1 Cor. x. 2!), 30, with Locke’s 
paraphrase upon it. 

* Is not meat and drink] The apostle’s meaning is well ex¬ 
pressed in Mr. Locke’s paraphrase: f< The privileges and ndvan- 
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That happy and privileged state to which you are ci<- xi v. 
advanced, and in which you glory, does not consist 
merely or chiefly in your emancipation from ritual 
distinctions: these are the least and lowest of your 
privileges. Your happiness, as believers in Christ, 
consists in your acquittal from the condemning sen* 
tence of the law; in your reconciliation to God, 
from whom you were formerly alienated by wicked 
works; and finally, in the gift of the holy spirit, 
which being the earnest of our admission into the 
family of God, excites a joyful assurance that we 
are the heirs of immortal life. Possessed of these 
glorious privileges and exalted hopes, can we for a 
moment hesitate whether we should practise a little 
self-denial in a case in which the mo9t important 
interests of our brethren are endangered ? 

Moreover , he who in these things is the servant H. 
of Christ , is well pleasing to God ., and approved by 
men, 

I add further, that as these are the great privi¬ 
leges of the gospel, so every one who, under the in* 

tages of the kingdom of God do not consist in the enjoyment 
of greater variety of meats and drink**/’ Ac. q. d. It is true that 
the gospel indulges more liberty in this respect than the law, 
but this is the least of its claims upon our gratitude : the bless¬ 
ings it confers are so unspeakably more valuable, that we may- 
well be willing to sacrifice these trifles to the good of our neigh¬ 
bour. Joy in the holy spirit is mentioned as one of the privileges 
of the gospel. The'Homan converts had not indeed yet received 
the holy spirit: but they probably knew and conversed with 
many who had received it, or at least they possessed abundant 
evidence that the spirit had been communicated, and of the im¬ 
portant purpose For which it had been sent, See Rom. via. 
throughout. 
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Ch. XIV. fluence of these high privileges and of these glori- 
Ver ' 18 ‘ ous hopes, yields a cheerful and uniform obedience 
to Christ as his master, and to the laws and requisi¬ 
tions of the gospel; and who, happy in the conscious¬ 
ness of his own liberty, avoids laying a stumbling 
block in the path of a less enlightened brother, is 
an ornament to his profession, and will secure by 
his judicious and exemplary conduct both the favour 
of God and the approbation and love of all wise and 
good men. 

19. Let us therefore pursue the things which tend to 
peace and mutual edification. 

Since all who believe in Christ are at peace with 
God, partakers of the same distinguished privileges, 
and co-heirs of the same eternal inheritance, let us 
not contend about triAes, but let us all endeavour 
to live in peace; and instead of judging and con¬ 
demning one another, let us to the best of our pow er 
promote each others improvement in knowledge 
and in goodness. 

20 . Do not for the sake rf meat destrop the work of 
GodK 

All who believe arc, as such, the workmanship of 
God; created anew by Jesus Christ, and by the 
profession of the gospel brought as it were into a 
new world. Do not, for want of a little self-denial 
in the article of food, deface the work of your 
Maker, and tempt your less enlightened brother to 

1 The work of God:] i.e. “ a Christian. 1 Cor. ix. 1 ; Epli. 
ii. 10; Phil. i. G. Destroying him, here and ver. 10, is causing 
him to apostatize, or renounce the Christian faith.” Taylor. 
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desert a profession which gives countenance to what Ch. 
he apprehends to be unlawful indulgences; or to Vei 
comply with a practice which, however innocent in 
you, would in him be a virtual renunciation of his 
allegiance to Christ. 

All things indeed are pure , but it is wrong for a 
man to cat so as to cause another to stumble 2 . 

All kinds of wholesome food are innocent and 
lawful considered in the abstract; but he cannot be 
pronounced guiltless, who, by inattention to the 
views and prepossessions of others, tempts his bro¬ 
ther to do what he thinks wrong. 

It is right neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, 
nor to do any thing else by which thy brother is 
made to stumble , or is ensnared , or is made weak 3 . 

Upon the whole, it is right to abstain from every 
thing, however innocent and agreeable, and to live 
even upon bread and water, rather than by self-in¬ 
dulgence in any article, however innocent, to en¬ 
snare the mind of a weaker and less informed pro¬ 
fessor, and ternpt him, either to do what he believes 
to be wrong, or to abandon the faith of Christ as 
being inconsistent with the institutes of Moses and 
the law of God. 

• To cause another to stumble .] “ to cause offence.” New- 
come.—“ who maketh others stumble by what he eateth,” 
Wakefield.—“The eating ought to be avoided when it eannot 
be done without endangering another man's stumbling, and fall¬ 
ing aw ay from the gospel.’* Taylor. 

• Or is ensnared, or is vnule weak.'] ij ij arQr/ei. 

These words are wanting in the Alexandrine, Ephrem, and 
other munuscripts and versions, (iriesbach retains them, but 
Wakefield drops them; and Archbishop Newcorne says they 
have the appearance of a gloss. 

VOL. I. X 
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C'h. XIV. 
Ver. 1 1. 


This advice of the apostle as a general rule is ex¬ 
cellent : Let nothing be done, however innocent in 
itself, which might induce well-meaning but unin¬ 
formed persons to do what they believe to be wrong, 
which in them might be attended with the worst 


consequences. 

The rule, however, like other general maxims, 
has its limits. If the wise were invariably to sub¬ 
mit to the foolish, and the well-informed to the ig¬ 
norant, the reign of prejudice and of superstition 
would be perpetual. Christian liberty must not be 
sacrificed to ignorance and error. Paul himself con¬ 
tinued to associate with the Gentile believers at An¬ 
tioch, when Peter through fear of giving offence 
withdrew, and for his. duplicity and timidity was 
justly rebuked. A wise and good man will not give 
unnecessary offence: he will endeavour calmly to 
reason with, and to instruct, the weak and the pre¬ 
judiced ; he will at all times exercise discretion, and 
walk in love; but he will not see it to be his duty 
wholly to resign the liberty with which Christ has 
made him free. 


(3. The apostle offers general advice to each party, 
ver. ‘22, 23. 

2 * 2 . Thou hast faith with regard to thyself 1 ; retain 


1 Thou hast faith with regard to thyself .] 2u -ririy v.a- 

tcl a-eauTOV “ Hast thou confidence in thyselfWakefield: 

« 7 

who mentions in his note, that the /Ethiopic connects xa.ro. 
ceavrov with the preceding words; and “ much better thus," 
says he, “ in my opinion.” Upon this authority I adopt the 
same punctuation : Griesbach, in his last edition, states, that 
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it in the presence of God. Happy is he who eon - Ch. xiv. 
demnitk not himself in that which he allowelh. ' c ‘* 

[ now address a word of advice to the Gentile be¬ 
liever. You are satisfied with regard to yourself, 
that no stress is to be laid on things indifferent. 

J3e it ho : retain your principle ; and act upon it 
at all times as in the presence of God, and account¬ 
able to him. You will then be under no tempta¬ 
tion to make an improper use of your liberty. And 
let me remind you, that it is a great happiness to 
be preserved from carrying liberty to an improper 
excess, so ns to overstep the boundary of things 
lawful, while we mean not to exceed the limit of 
things indifferent. 

Hut he who has scruples , is condemned if he 23. 
cat; because he eateth not from conviction: and 
whatever is contrary to conviction is sin 2 . 

But as to the believing Jew, who still retains his 
allegiance to the law, and scruples the use of what 


some authorities read thus: "The faith which thou hast with 
regard to thyself, retain in the presence of God. Su mrrif 15 s, 
x. r. A. The public Version reads, “ Hast thou faith ? have it to 
thyself before God." Ur. Taylor observes, that “ there is no 
necessity for reading the firut clause interrogatively ; and he 
does not know that Kara ever signifies to j but frequently, with 
respect to, and so it should have been translated here. It is 
un exhortation not to keep his faith private'to himself, not to 
suppress his sentiments, but to retain them steadily, and never 
to do or say any thing inconsistent with them.” See Dr. Tay¬ 
lor's excellent note upon the text. 

* Griesbach upon the authority of the Alexandrine and many 
oilier copies and versions, here introduces the doxology, which 
in the received text is placed at the end of the sixteenth chap¬ 
ter j but though it docs not scein to stand well in that place, 
the admission of it here interrupts the apostle’s argument, 
which is continued to the thirteenth verse of the next chapter. 

x 2 
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Ch.xiv. to others appears indifferent, while he entertains 
these opinions, he must not indulge himself in those 
liberties which are familiar to the Gentile, for if lie 
does, he is self-condemned, and justly; because he 
acts against his conscience. And he who acts con¬ 
trary to the dictates of conscience, though it be 
only in comparative trifles, is really guilty of a mo¬ 
ral offence; the consequences of which may be more 
serious than the offender apprehends, or is willing 
to believe. 

7. The apostle enforces mutual forbearance, and 
self-denial, from the example of Jesus Christ, ch. 
xv. 1—4. 

But we who arc strong , ought to bear the in¬ 
firmities of the iveak , and not to ph ase ourselves. 

However cautious scrupulous persons ought to 
be with regard to themselves, we, who have no such 
unnecessary scruples, ought to be very kind and to¬ 
lerant to those who have; and ought not to gratify 
our own taste at the expense of their feelings, and 
the hazard of their principles. 

2. Let every one of us please his neighbour for his 
good, to edification 1 . 

Let every one endeavour by mutual compliances 
and voluntary self-denial to please his neighbour, 
and to keep him in good humour; so far as this 

f For his good, &c.] 'ITie apostle sets a limit here to a per¬ 
son’s acquiescence in the prejudices of weaker brethren. They 
arc to be yielded to, only so far as may be necessary for their 
benefit and edification, that their less enlightened consciences 
may not be ensnared. 


Vcr. 2d. 


Ch. XV. 


Vei. 1. 
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may contribute in any way to his good, and to hi* Cli. xv. 
edification in the faith of Christ. 

For even Christ pleased not himself; hut , as it is Vrr. :i. 
written, 77ie reproaches of them who reproached 
thee have fallen upon me 2 . 

Our Lord and master Jesus Christ, whose per¬ 
fect example wc ought always to set before our eyes, 
upon no occasion consulted his own gratification in 
preference to the good of others ; but the whole te¬ 
nor of his ministry was a course of labour and self- 
denial for the benefit of mankind. And with this 
view he submitted to the grossest insult and indig¬ 
nity, so that the words of the psalmist, Psalm lxix. 

0, may be literally applied to him, that he was the 
object of hatred and reproach to all those who were 
the haters and revilers of God and truth, 

For whatsoever things wereformer Ip written for 4. 

our instruction , were writ ten, that through patience , 
and comfort of the scriptures , we might have hope. 

The examples of patient suffering under reproach 
and persecution, recorded in ancient history, and 
particularly in the Jewish scriptures, were written 
for our information and encouragement; that we 
may learn to bear self-denial, reproach, and perse¬ 
cution with the same faith and fortitude with which 
they have been supported by good men in former 
days; and maybe encouraged to hope, that our trials, 
like theirs, shall come to a happy termination. 


9 The reproaches, &,c.] This is a quotation from IN. lxix. 9, 
which contains many passages strictly and literally apidicahle 
to Christ. Dut ver. 5, fi, make it impossible to regard it us a 
prophetic psalm in which Christ is the speaker throughout. 
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8. He prays that God would grant them a spirit 
of concord and unanimity, ver. o, 6. 

Now may the God of patience and consolation 1 * 
grant you mutual unanimity according to Christ 
Jesus that with one consent and with one voice , 
you may give glory to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ 3 . 

And now may that great Being, who is the foun¬ 
tain of all good, who can support the heart, and fill 
the mind with comfort in the most trying seasons, 
endow you with that harmony of spirit which is so 
essential and ornamental to your Christian profes¬ 
sion, even though you may not perfectly agree in 
judgement concerning things indifferent. That so 


1 May the God of patience, &c.] It is usual with the apos¬ 
tle, after recommending some particular virtue, to address a 
prayer to God, as the God of that virtue, to enforce it upon the 
minds of the persons to whom he writes. We have another in¬ 
stance of the same sort, ver. 13 of this chapter. 

9 According to Christ Jesus .•] i.o. “according to the will 
and to the example of Christ.” Sec Newcome and Wakefield. 
“ agreeably to the spirit and precepts of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Taylor. 

3 And one voice , you may give, glory, <Src.] Gr. “ one mouth.” 
I agree with Dr. Taylor, that “ the apostle is persuading them 
to a cordial coalition in public worship; and gives each party a 
substantial reason why they ought to unite their hearts as well 
as their voices. But as it would be more difficult to persuade 
the Jew, therefore he plies him with several quotations out of 
scripture." “ We see here,” says Dr. Priestley in his excel¬ 
lent note upon this text, “ that all our works and duties re¬ 
spect the one true God, that they are what we owe to him, 
and also, that this one true God is the same that is usually call¬ 
ed the Father, and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
by no means Jesus Christ himself. Little could this apostle 
imagine, that his writings could ever be thought to countenance 
any other doctrine.” 
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you may unite together with cordial affection in the 
same acts of public worship, and may not be pre¬ 
vented by diversity of opinion upon ceremonial cus¬ 
toms, from addressing your common prayers and 
thanksgivings to him, who, being the Ciod and Fa¬ 
ther of our common master Jesus Christ, is equally 
the God and Father of all his true disciples, whe¬ 
ther, with the believing Jew, they adhere to the 
rites of their forefathers, or, with the believing Gen¬ 
tile, they hold themselves absolved from the cere¬ 
monial institutions of the law. 

9. The apostle finally urges mutual conciliation 
from the consideration, that both Jew and Gentile 
are equally admitted to the privileges of the gospel, 
the former on the ground of promise, and the latter 
of unmerited mercy, ver. 7 —12. 

receive one another , as Christ has also 
received you , to the glory of God 4 . 

And now I repeat, at the conclusion of this dis¬ 
course, the advice with which I began, that you 
should receive and love one another as brethren, 
notwithstanding any differences of opinion concern¬ 
ing ritual observances, as Jesus Christ has admit¬ 
ted you all, without distinction, intro the possession 
of the privileges and hopes of that glorious com- 

4 ” You lo the glory of God.”] “ This I conceive denotes the 
gospel slate, into which believing Jews and Gentile* were taken, 
and which he signifies by glory, ch. ix. 23 ; and describes to be 
eminently glorious, 2 Cor. iii. 7—JI.” Taylor. U* i* the read¬ 
ing of tfie received text, but the best copies read you. Sec 
Gricshudi. 
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Ch. xv. munity of which God has appointed him to be the 
head. 

Ver. S. For I declare l , that Jesus Christ became a mi¬ 
nister of the circumcision, for the sake of the truth 
of God, to confirm the promises made to th# fa¬ 
thers . 

You ought to receive, and to live in Christian fel¬ 
lowship with one another ; for I solemnly declare, 
that Jesus Christ was sent to invite you both to the 
privileges of the new covenant. And first, to the 
Jewish nation, to confirm the truth of God, and as 
an accomplishment of the divine promise made long 
ago to the ancestors of the chosen people. 

9- But, that the Gentiles should glorify God for 
his mercy s sake 2 , as it is written, For this cause 
I will acknowledge thee among the Gentiles, and 
will sing praise to thy name. 

And I also assure you, that Christ was equally 
sent as a minister of peace to the Gentiles ; not, 

1 Fon I declare.'] yao is the reading 1 of the best copies, and 
marked by Griesbach as the preferable reading, though not ad¬ 
mitted into his text. The illative particle is most suitable, be¬ 
cause the apostle is assigning reasons why Jewish and Gentile 
believers should unite in Christian worship. The received text 
reads $s, Now I declare. 

* Should glorify God, &c.] Perhaps the apostle’s meaning 
in these two verses would be more clearly expressed in this 
manner : For I aver that Christ was sent as a minister of God 
to the Jewish nation, to verify the divine promise to their an¬ 
cestors ; but he was sent to invite the Gentiles into the glory of 
God, i. e. into the gospel covenant, not in consequence of any 
promise to their ancestors which might entitle them to the bless¬ 
ing, but solely as an act of mercy. Yet being received by Christ, 
they ought to be acknowledged by the Jewish believers. So that 
the expression, that the Gentiles should glorify God, means the 
same thing as being “ received to the glory of God,” ver. 7. 
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indeed, as a blessing to which they had any claim, Ch. xv. 
either of merit, or by promise; on the contrary, Vcr 
they are admitted to participate in the glorious pri¬ 
vileges of the gospel, solely upon the footing of mer¬ 
cy. But being thus admitted into the new covenant 
through mercy, they have u right to be received into 
fellowship by their elder brethren of the Hebrew na¬ 
tion, who had a claim by promise, agreeably to the 
language of their own scripture, Psalm xviii. 49, 

For this cause I will celebrate thee among the Gen¬ 
tiles ; I will sing praises to thy name: where it is 
plain tlrat the psalmist associates the heathen with 
himself in an act of thanksgiving to God for his 
great mercy. 

And again the scriptmre saith, Rejoice, ye Gen - 10. 

tiles, together with his people, Deut. xxxii. 43. 

And again, Praise the Lord , all ye Gentiles; U. 
and repeat his praise, all ye people, Ps. cxvii. 1. 

Where the Jews, the ancient people of God, are 
called upon to echo back the praises which are ut¬ 
tered by the Gentiles. 

In these remarkable passages, Mosca the law¬ 
giver of Israel, and David the ancestor of the Mes¬ 
siah, express their readiness to unite with Gentiles 
in acts of praise, and urge, or at least set an ex¬ 
ample to their countrymen to do the same. 

Arid again, Isaiah saith , There shall he a root \2. 
of Jesse, and one who shall rise up to rule over 
the (jenliles, and in him shall the Gentiles hope , 

Isaiah xi. 10. 

Isaiah goes still further than either Moses or 
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Ch. xv. David. He expressly foretells, that a descendant 
er * * from the stock of Jesse shall reign over the whole 
Gentile world, who shall become the willing sub¬ 
jects of his government, and the happy expectants 
and partakers of the blessings of his auspicious reign. 
This prophecy is accomplished in Jesus, the true 
Messiah, the anointed king of God’s ancient people; 
who invites the Gentile nations to submit to his do¬ 
minion, and who, receiving them as his lawful sub¬ 
jects, of course requires their fellow subjects to ac¬ 
knowledge their rights, and to admit them as fellow 
citizens of the same holy and happy community. 

10. The apostle concludes the section with a 
prayer, that God would increase in their hearts that 
spirit of peace and love which he had so earnestly 
recommended, ver. 13. 

13. Now may the God of hope 1 fill yoit with all joy 
and peace in believing , that ye may abound in hope 
through the power of the holy spirit 2 . 

1 The God of hope.'} See ver. 5, and the note there. He 
here addresses the divine Being as the God of hope, as he there 
addresses him as the God of patience and consolation. 

a Through the. power of the holy spirit .-] i. c. through the 
promises of the gospel, which are confirmed by the powerful 
operations of the holy spirit. Of these the Roman believers 
must have had abundant evidence, though, not having been yet 
visited by an apostle, they bad not themselves been the subjects 
of these powers. Dr. Taylor explains the clause, “ through the 
mighty working of the holy spirit conferred upon you as the 
earnest and pledge of it.” lint by whom were these gifts con¬ 
ferred ) It is possible indeed, and even probable, that some of 
the eminent persons whose names are mentioned in the sixteenth 
chapter, had received the holy spirit from the hands of an apos¬ 
tle, perhaps of Paul himself, before they settled at Rome. But 
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And now to draw to the conclusion of this long Ch. xv. 

^ 13 

argument, as no good is to be obtained without the * ‘ 
blessing of the most High, may that God who is 
the author of hope, and who hath imparted the go¬ 
spel, which is the great foundation of hope, both to 
Jews and Gentiles, grant success to these earnest 
exhortations ! May he fill your hearts with peace; 
peace with God, peace of mind, and peace with each 
other ! they will then overflow with joy ; and faith 
will be manifest in its fruits. Of such a temper of 
mind, hope is the natural consequence ; the inse¬ 
parable associate: hope that is founded upon the 
promises of the gospel, and confirmed by the gifts 
of the holy spirit. And a better wish I cannot form, 
a more important petition I cannot offer for my 
Christian brethren at Rome, than that of this glo¬ 
rious hope they may ever possess an abundant por¬ 
tion. 

It cannot be doubted, that the apostle’s pious 
prayer was heard, and that his wise and benevolent 
advice produced its proper effect. So that when he 
was sent in chains to Rome a few years afterwards, 
he would find that a spirit of peace and mutual con¬ 
ciliation had taken place of the spirit of bitterness, 
and party zeal. And it is much to be desired, that 
believers in all ages should learn from this excellent 
epistle, that a spirit of candour, of conciliation, and 


it in moat probable, that spiritual gifts were not frequent among 
the believers at Home. Mr. Wakefield translates the clause, 
“ that ye may abound in this hope under the influence of an un¬ 
spotted mintfj” not, I think, in the spirit of the apostle's style. 
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Ch. xv. of mutual kindness, is far more acceptable to God> 
er * ‘ and far more becoming the Christian character, 
than the warmest zeal either for or against the ob¬ 
servance of ceremonial institutions. 

SECTION IV. 

The apostle apologizes for the freedom of his ad¬ 
vice; he claims this privilege as the apostle of 
the Gentiles: he gives a modest account of his 
success, and announces his intention to visit 
Rome in his wap to Spain , after having exe¬ 
cuted the commission he had undertaken to carry 
the contributions from Macedonia and Achaia, 
to the church at Jerusalem ; requests their pray¬ 
ers , and concludes with his blessing . Ch. xv. 14 
to the end. 

1. The apostle pleads his commission to the Gen¬ 
tiles as an apology for the freedom of his remarks, 
ch. xv. 14—16. 

14. But I am myself persuaded, brethren , concern- 
ing you, that ye are also full of goodness, filled 
with all knowledge, able even to admonish one an¬ 
other. 

Though I thus exhort and pray for you, it is not 
that I have any doubt either of your knowledge or 
of your candour; for I believe that you are per¬ 
fectly well informed with respect to your duty, in 
the case which I have mentioned; that you are per¬ 
fectly well disposed towards each other ; and if at 
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any time any member of your society should be de- Ch. xv. 
ficient either in knowledge or in charity, that you are V CT * 14 " 
perfectly capable of setting him right in his judge¬ 
ment, or of reminding him of his duty, without the 
interference of others who have no relation to you. 

Nevertheless , I have written to you , brethren , is. 

putting you in mind , somewhat freely , in part , be¬ 
cause of the favour 1 which is given me by God , 
that I should be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Jfi. 
Gentiles , officiating in the gospel of God , that this 
oblation of the Gentiles 2 may be acceptable, being 
sanctified by the holy spirit 3 . 

1 In part, or, partly, because of the favour, &c.] The apos¬ 
tle has written freely to remind them of their duty. But why 
write at all, if they were so well disposed and so well qualified 
as he describes ? Partly, no doubt, because, excellent as they 
were, they might be improved by his good counsels. This he 
insinuates, but does not express. And partly, because, being 
the apostle of the Gentiles, he was entitled to give his advice 
and to require their attention,— yo.pi>, favour, i. e. the apostolic 
office. See cb. i. 5, xii. 3 ; and the notes there. There is a 
difficulty among interpreters, how to connect the words av9 
pipes. Many connect them with “ T(jXv,r ) pmp<jv, q. d. paulo li¬ 
berum." Rosenmuller. “ 1 have written to you rather freely 
upon some points.” Wakefield. Dr, Taylor translates the words, 

** with respect to part of you j” and explains them as alluding 
to the Gentile believers, whom he had addressed with more than 
ordinary freedom. Rosenmuller says they may be joined with 
eypx'l/a, q. d. In some parts of this letter 1 have written freely. 

In the paraphrase they are connected with iia toy yxptr, 7 . d. 

1 have written freely, partly because, Ac. The amiable modesty 
of the apostle, and his desire to avoid assuming an air of supe¬ 
riority, make his language obscure. 

1 Oblation of the Gentiles .] So Wakefield. See Iaa. lxvi. 20. 

The terms are sacrificial. The apostle speaks of the Gentiles 
as an offering, and himself as the priest. See Locke. 

1 Sanctified by the holy spirit.'] “ The gifts of the holy spirit 
to Gentile believers, were a proof of their being accepted by 
God, and were a public criterion of their separation from the 
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It may then naturally be asked, why I intrude ad¬ 
vice if it be not wanted. My answer is, that I have 
offered these free admonitions, partly, to call your 
attention to that great favour which God has con¬ 
ferred upon me, by investing me with the office of 
preaching the gospel of Christ to the Gentiles ; that 
so, as an officiating priest, I might collect into the 
sacred temple of the Christian community, the great 
body of believing Gentiles, and might present them 
as an acceptable offering to God; who has given 
the most public and satisfactory assurance of his 
w illingness to accept this oblation, by the mission 
of his holy spirit, like the celestial fire, to conse¬ 
crate them to himself 1 . 

The signal honour thus conferred upon me is a 
sufficient warrant for the freedom with which I have 
offered my advice, even though I am not personally 
known to you. 

2. The apostle takes occasion modestly to report 
the great success of his mission, ver. 17—2 1. 

1 have therefore cause of glorying through Christ 
Jesu&\ in things pertaining to God 2 . 


unbelieving'wo;Id. Being sanctified and cleansed, not by any 
external rites, but by the gifts and virtues of the holy spirit.” 
Taylor. See Acts x. -17 ; Iiom. viii. 1G. 

1 “ The Gentile converts were sanctified, or devoted to God 
by the holy spirit, wlvch descended upon the apostles and others 
in the form of fire, as victims were consecrated to God by the 
fire of the altar.” Dr. Priestley. 

‘ Things pertaining to God.'] The same phrase occurs, Hcb. 
v. 1, where it is used of the things which were offered to God 
in the temple ministration. See Locke. 
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Having been thus appointed to the high office of 
the apostlefrhip to the Gentiles, I have not been neg¬ 
ligent in performing its duties; and I have indeed 
tome reason to boast of the fiucce&3 of my labours 
in the service of God, in spreading the Christian 
faith ; which success is wholly to be attributed, not 
to any merit or ability in me, but to the presence 
and aid of Jesus Christ. 

For I will not presume 9 to speak of any thing , 
but what Christ has done through me for the obe¬ 
dience of the Gett tiles in word ami deed\ by mighty 
signs and wonders through the power of the holy 
spirit; so that frtjm Jerusalem , and round about , 
even as far as Illyricum , I have fully declared b 
the gospel of Christ. 

For, to speak the truth without any exaggeration 
(for, whatever some may do, I would not presume 
to take the credit of labours and successes which 
are not my own), I have myself, in the execution 
of my apostolic mission, taken a circuit from Jeru- 


* I mill not presume, Ac.] i. c. either I will not boast of la- 
bourn and successes in which others have had perhaps a princi¬ 
pal share—or, 1 will not boast in any thing of my own, but only 
so far as 1 hare been supported by Christ, and an instrument 
in his hands. SceTavlor. “ For 1 will not dare to speak of any 
of those things whiefi Christ hath not wrought by me.” New- 
tome, who includes these words in a parenthesis. 

4 In uord and deed, Ac.] d, in profession and practice j or 
hath wrought through me—by word and deed, “ by the manner 
in which he hath enabled me to speak, and the things which he 
hath strengthened me to perform.” Doddridge. See Kosenmul- 
ler. “the holy spirit.” This is the rea/ling of the best copies. 
The received text reads the “ spirit of God.” See Griesbach. 

* Have fully declared .] i. c. so as not to leave any consider¬ 
able place behind, where the gospel has not been made known. 


Ch. XV. 
Ver. 17. 


18 . 

19. 
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ch. xv. salem to Illyricum; and in every place of conse- 
Ver. 19. q uence which l a y i n or near ni y course, and where 
the gospel was unknown, I have promulgated the 
joyful tidings with success. Yet, far from arrogat¬ 
ing to myself the honour of this splendid achieve¬ 
ment, I most readily acknowledge that I was merely 
an instrument in the hand of Christ, my master, 
who qualified me for this great undertaking, first 
by instructing me in the gospel, and afterwards by 
endowing me with those spiritual gifts and mira¬ 
culous powers, which excited the attention of the 
heathen, and subdued them to the gentle yoke of 
the gospel; so that they not only professed faith in 
it, but yielded a ready obedience to it. 

20. Being studious indeed, so to preach the gospel , 
not where Christ had been named, lest 1 should 

21. build upon another mans foundation 1 ; but as it 
is written, Thqy to whom nothing 2 was related 
concerning him shall see, and they who have not 
heard shall understand, Isa. lii. 15. 

My reason for studiously and even ambitiously 


1 Being studious—lest I should build, &C.] “ earnestly striv¬ 
ing, even to an ambitious desire.” Newcome.—The apostle here 
seems to allude to those false apostles, who intruded themselves 
into the churches which lie had planted, and of whose conduct 
he so bitterly complains in his epistles to the Galatians and the 
Corinthians. See Gal. i. (3, 7, iv. 17 j 2 Cor. x. 9—18. 

a They to whom, &c.] St. Paid quotes from the LXX. ; and, 
as the text is cited by Justin and by Origen, who professes only 
to quote the LXX. where it agrees with the Hebrew, Mr. Dod¬ 
son infers that the Hebrew in this ease ought to be corrected 
by the LXX. The text stands thus in the public Version from 
the Hebrew text ,— u that which had not been told them they 
shall see, and that which they had noj heard shall they consider.” 
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selecting those places for the exercise of my apos- Ch. xv- 
tolic mission where the gospel was altogether un- Ver ' 21 ‘ 
known, was, that I might not appear unhandsomely 
to clash with the labours of my brethren, and to 
covet the reputation of building up a church where 
others had undergone the more toilsome labour of 
laying the foundation, and had made the first con¬ 
verts to the faith : a delicacy which has not always 
been observed with regard to myself. And in this 
way I fulfill the words of the prophet Isaiah, who, 
in the introduction to his celebrated prediction of 
the humiliation and succeeding exaltation of the 
Messiah, announces, that his salutary doctrine shall 
he taught to those who had no previous intimation 
of his appearance; that is, to the heathen world. 

3. The apostle announces his intention to visit 
Rome in his way to Spain, after he had executed the 
commission he had undertaken of carrying the 
contributions from Macedonia and Achaia, to the 
church at Jerusalem, ver. 22—28. 

Therefore, I have been often hindered from 22. 
coming to yon. 

You may naturally suppose, that it has long been 
my earnest wish to preach the gospel at Rome; 
and I should gladly have been the first to commu¬ 
nicate the joyful tidings to the imperial city. But 
the duties of my mission making it imperative upon 
me to preach the gospel, and to settle churches 
every where in my way, I was necessarily precluded 
from accomplishing my desire. 

VOL. I. Y 
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Ch. XV. But now having no longer any object 1 in these 
Ver ' regions, and having had for many years a great 

24. desire to come to you , ivhensoever I take my jour - 
ney into Spain 2 , 1 hope, as I pass by, to visit yon, 
and to be set foi'ward thither by you, after having 
first been satisfied in some measure with your com¬ 
pany. 

But these obstacles exist no longer ; for having 
now fulfilled my mission in these parts, and there 
being no other place where my ministry is particu¬ 
larly required, I hope shortly to gratify the earnest 
wish I have long entertained, and to make you a 
visit in my way to Spain. And having enjoyed 
your company, though but for a short time, I hope 
to be assisted by you to proceed on my journey. 

25. But now I am going to Jzrusalcm, to perform 

26. a service to the saints . For Macedonia and Achaia 
have been pleased 3 to make a certain contribution 

1 Object.'] Gr. rf place," or business." Newcome.— 
t( scope." Wakefield. “ non amplius opportunitatem habens." 
Rosenmuller. See Heb. xii. 17. He had fulfilled his mission, 
there was no place to which duty called him where he had not 
preached the gospel. 

* Whensoever I take my journey into Spain, &c.] The received 
text adds, “ I will come unto you, for,” &c. which words are 
omitted in the best copies, and by Griesbach. 

3 Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased, “ It hath 

pleased those of Macedonia," &c. Newcome.—The Christians 
in Judea were in general poor; but many of the believers in 
Macedonia and Achaia appear to have been persons of rank 
and property ; who could well afford and were well disposed to 
send relief to their indigent and suffering brethren ; being sen¬ 
sible of the obligation they were under to the Jewish believers 
for the communication of the invaluable blessing of the gospel. 
How much the apostle interested himself in raising a contri¬ 
bution upon this occasion, appears from the directions which he 
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for the poor saints in Jerusalem . They have in¬ 
deed been pleased to do this, and they are debtors 
to the Jews. For if the Gentiles have participated 
in their spiritual things, they ought also to minister 
to the Jews in worldly things. 

I cannot, indeed, be with you immediately; for I 
am engaged in a charitable service, which makes it 
necessary for me to set off immediately for Jerusa¬ 
lem. The opulent believers in Macedonia and 
Achaia have made a very liberal contribution for 
the relief of their indigent and persecuted brethren 
in Judea ; and the donation is of such a magnitude, 
that my colleagues and I, in connexion with other 
deputies selected from the churches, have under¬ 
taken the charge of it to the place of its destination. 
Our Gentile brethren have indeed contributed 
largely upon this occasion, and with hearts over¬ 
flowing with generosity. And they have done well; 
they have acted as they ought. For, after all, the 
balance of obligation is much in their favour. The 
Jews have communicated to them the blessings of 
the gospel ; life, hope, and immortality. Well 
then inay they expect in a season of distress, to 
share liberally in those worldly possessions in which 


lays down concerning it in the two epiatles to the Corinthians $ 
where he not only urges various motives to induce them to con¬ 
tribute largely, but promises, that if the collection is sufficiently 
respectable, he will himself accompany Luke and others, who 
had undertaken the charge of delivering it to the believers at 
Rome. This is the journey which he had in view when he 
was writing to the Romans. See 1 Cor. xvi, 1 —6 y 2 Cor. 
viii. 9. 

Y 2 


32,3 

Ch. XV. 
Ver. 27. 
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Ch. xv. their Gentile brethren abound. So that the kind¬ 
ness is mutual and reciprocal. 

Ver. 28. JVhen , therefore , I shall have performed this , 
and have sealed 1 to them this fruit , I will pass by 
you into Spain. 

As soon, therefore, as I shall have dispatched this 
business, and have executed the commission I have 
undertaken of delivering this grateful fruit of Chri¬ 
stian liberality safe into the hands of those for whom 
it is intended, I will set off from Jerusalem upon 
my intended mission into Spain, and will call upon 
you in the way. 

4. The apostle, after expressing his confidence, 
that his visit to them would be eminently beneficial, 
entreats an interest in their prayers for his protec¬ 
tion and success, and concludes with his apostolical 
benediction, ver. 29—33. 

29. And I know , that when I come unto you t I shall 

come in thefullness of the blessing of Christ 2 . 

Whether providence may permit me to accom¬ 
plish my purpose I know not. But of one thing I 
am assured; that at whatever time, or in whatever 
manner, I may visit my friends at Rome, I shall 
bring the blessing of Christ with me in all its full¬ 
ness ; I shall lay before you the whole plan of the 

1 Sealed, &c.] “ consigned to them this fruit oflove.” New- 
come.—“ consignari solcnt qua deponuntur .” Grotius. 

Q The blessing of Christ.'] The received text reads “ of the 
gospel of Christthe sense is the same. The word gospel is 
omitted in almost all the most ancient copies, and is dropped in 
Griesbach’s last edition. 
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gospel in all its simplicity, beauty, and perfection; ch.xv. 
and shall confirm it by the gifts of the holy spirit. Ver ' 2 ‘ J ' 
This is no vain boast of mine; for I am specially 
called by Christ, and appointed to this service. And 
I am conscious of that within me which assures me, 
that at Rome in particular my ministrations will be 
eminently useful. 

Now / beseech you, brethren , by the Lord Jesus 30. 

Christ , and by the love of the spirit 3 , that ye strive 
together with me in prayers to God forme , that 31. 
/ may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea; 
and that my service at Jerusalem may be accept¬ 
able to the saints 4 ; that by the will oj God I may 32. 

come to you with joy , and may refresh myself with 
you . 

But though I desire and hope to visit you, and 
am confident that my proposed visit will be produc¬ 
tive of the highest benefit to you, it is quite uncer- 


9 By the love of the spirit.] “ per illam dilectionem yuam in 
nobis ejfecit sjriritus sanctus, nemjte per doctrinam Chrusti." Ho- 
aenmuller .—“ by the love which is the fruit of the spirit.” New- 
come. 

* May be acceptable to the saints.] “ Optat ut Jud^o-christi - 
ani christ'umos ex gentibus ament, conxpecta eoruminse benefic.en- 
tui.” Rowenmullcr. See 2 Cor. ix. 12, 13. “ The Jew*,” say* 
Dr. Taylor, “ were generally treated a# objects of contempt and 
insult through the whole llornan empire. The apostle was in 
hopes, this liberal contribution went by the Gentile Christians, 
converted by Paul’s ministry, would engage the affections of 
the Jewish Christians at Jerusalem, on their part much preju¬ 
diced against the reception of the Gentiles into the church and 
covenant of God, without submitting to the law.’’ lie adds, 
° 1 make no doubt, this is an instance of St. Paul’s zeal and 
prudent endeavours to establish a good harmony between Chris¬ 
tian Jews and Gentiles.” 
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Ch. xv. tain, both when and how I may be permitted to 
' ei ' 32 ' execute my purpose; to effectuate which, I must 
first obtain leave of him whose servant I am, and by 
whose orders I move in every step of my progress. 
I earnestly entreat you, therefore, my brethren, by 
your affectionate regard to our common master 
Jesus Christ, the success of whose gospel will, I 
trust, be promoted by my intended visit, and by that 
kindness of heart which is the genuine effect of this 
new and spiritual dispensation, that you will unite 
earnestly with me in your prayers to God for me. 
First, that I may escape from the murderous fury 
of the Jews, who are hardened in unbelief, and 


whose rage is particularly directed against me, who 
having been once a persecutor like themselves, am 
now a zealous and successful teacher of the gospel 
among the heathen. Also, that the present which 
I bear to the Hebrew Christians from their Gentile 


brethren, may be received with a becoming spirit; 
that it may be accepted with gratitude, and may be 
the means of conciliating the affection of the Jew¬ 
ish believers, and abating their prejudices against 
their Gentile brethren. And finally, that God of 
his good pleasure may give success to my purposes 
and hopes, that so I may fulfill my intention of 
visiting you in my way to Spain, and may enjoy 
the satisfaction which I promise myself in witness¬ 
ing your Christian spirit, and in contributing to 
your edification in the gospel. 

33 . Now may the God of peace be with you all. 
Amen . 
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To conclude: whether the visit which I propose, Cb. xv. 

• ^ 33 

take place at an earlier or be deferred to a later pe- CT * 
riod, or whether it be altogether laid aside, my ear- 
neat desire is, that you inay at all events secure the 
protection of One, who is infinitely better able than 
I am to promote your true interest. May you enjoy 
the presence and favour of Almighty God; to whom 
we are permitted through the grace of the gospel to 
look as a God at peace with us, reconciled to us, 
graciously acknowledging the character of a father, 
and engaging to provide every thing good for us; 
and to whom we cannot make a more acceptable 
return than by living in peace and mutual affection 
with each other, notwithstanding any differences of 
opinion which may prevail concerning rites and 
forms ! May God be with you, and all will be well! 

Amen. 

The pious apostle’s prayer was in part granted. 

He was permitted to visit Rome: and when he came 
thither, it was indeed in the fullness of the blessing 
of Christ; which is evident from those admirable 
epistles which he wrote while he was a prisoner 
there, and which are still extant for the instruction 
and edification of the church in every age. But the 
earnest desires of himself and of his friends were in 
part denied; and the plan which he had formed for 
executing his purpose was totally disappointed.— 
Whether he was ever permitted to extend his apos¬ 
tolic mission to Spain, is quite uncertain; and 
though he visited Rome, it was as an ambassador 
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Ver. 33. 


in bonds. Very soon after his arrival in Jerusalem 
upon the benevolent errand of conveying to his 
poor brethren the liberal contribution of the Gen¬ 
tile believers, he was seized by his unbelieving coun¬ 
trymen, of whose malice he expresses his just ap¬ 
prehension, and was by them restrained for two 
years from the exercise of his public ministry: after 
which he was sent a prisoner to Home, where he 
continued in bonds for two years longer. And 
while there, by the fortitude and magnanimity with 
which he suffered, by the excellent epistles which 
he indited, and by tfie instructive discourses which 
lie delivered, he probably contributed more to the 
promulgation of Christian truth than he could have 
done in any other circumstances. Thus was the 
great design of his mission and ministry accom¬ 
plished, though in a manner widely different from 
that which he originally expected or intended. 

Let those who, like this eminent apostle, are ear¬ 
nestly bent upon promoting Christian truth, learn 
from his example humbly to acquiesce in the occa¬ 
sional disappointment of those plans of usefulness 
which they had formed for themselves, and to which 
they were most fondly attached. Let them resign 
themselves to the disposals of divine providence, 
content to act their part in the best manner they 
are able in the sphere which is allotted to them. 
Every one has his peculiar province assigned to him 
by the great master of the drama; who can never 
be mistaken in his selection of the instruments 
which he employs: every one has his proper talent 
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and post of service. The deficiency of some shall ch. xv. 
be supplied by the ability of others; and in the end, c ' 
nothing shall be wanting to the harmony and per¬ 
fection of the wise and benevolent plan. 


SECTION V. 

The apostle sends his salutations to his Christian ch. xvi. 
friends at Rome , interspersed with various ex¬ 
pressions of affection and esteem. lie offers his 
parting advice; and concludes with a benediction 
and doxology. Ch. xvi. throughout. 

1. The apostle sends salutations to his Christian 
friends; and begins with recommending to their re¬ 
gard the person who was the bearer of his letter, 
ver. 1 —16 ! . 

1 Dr. Priestley well observes, in his notes on this chapter, 
that “ the conclusion of most of Paul’s epistles, though least 
valuable as to their direct use, are highly valuable indirectly, 
and as an evidence for the truth of Christianity j so many par¬ 
ticular persons and circumstances being mentioned as give them 
the most unsuspicious appearance of genuine epistles, and ex¬ 
clude afl idea of forgery. Indeed there are no epistles come 
down to us from ancient timer, that have such clear evidence of 
genuineness as these : and accordingly, it does not appear that 
it was ever called in question.” 

" If this case be considered,” continues this admirable writer, 

“ it will be found absolutely impossible to admit the genuine¬ 
ness of these epistles,—i. e. their having been actually written 
by the apostle Paul while he was engaged in preaching the go¬ 
spel, in the midst of business and so much contention, w hen all 
his motions were witched by his enemies and false friends,— 
without admitting the truth of the facts which he mentions in 
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Ch. xvi. I recommend to you Phebe , our sister, who is a 
Ver ' 2 deaconess 1 of the church which is at Cenchrea , that 
ye receive her in the Lordy as is worthy of saints; 
and that ye may assist her in ivhatsoever business 
she may have need of you, for she has been a helper 2 
of many , and of myself also. 

Cenchrea was a sea-port, at a small distance from 
Corinth, from which city this epistle is dated. It 
seems that a church, that is, an organized assembly 
of believers, had been formed at Cenchrea; of which 
church Phebe, a female of respectability who was 


them as at that time known to all, especially the miraculous 
gift of the 6pirit, and such a reception of Christianity in that 
early period, while the facts were recent, and open to every 
man’s examination. And the truth of these implies the 
truth of Christianity : that is, they necessarily lead us to 
conclude, that they were facts admitted by those who were best 
qualified to examine their truth, and who had every motive for 
doing it with impartiality, that Christ preached the doctrines 
which are ascribed to him in the gospel history; that he wrought 
many miracles in support of his divine mission; that he was pub¬ 
licly crucified, and that he actually rose from the dead. These 
facts, with those which arc necessarily implied in them, arc all 
that we ought to understand by Christianity.” 

* A deaconess.'] See Dr. Taylor’s excellent note upon this 
subject, and a very pertinent quotation from Cornelius Nepos. 
Newcome observes, that there w ere deaconesses in Bythinia in 
the time of Pliny. Epp. x. 97. 

* A helper.] itpos M a.Tis‘ one w T hose office it was to show hos¬ 

pitality to strangers. Rosenmuller. Two uncial manuscripts 
read -ffaparccTis , which Locke and Bowyer conjecture to be the 
true reading, alluding to the word i in the preceding 
clause ; q. d. protect her, for she has been the protectress of 
many, and also of myself. She was probably a person of pro¬ 
perty and consequence, or 6he would hardly have had occasion 
to visit Rome upon business of her own.— u Metaphora elegan- 
iissima , petita a militibus 3 qui in acie sibi adstant, mntuoquc sunt 
aipxilio, unde dicuntur.” Rosenmuller. 
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intrusted with the care of this epistle, was a distin¬ 
guished member. She was deaconess of the church. 
The office of a deacon was, to provide for the poor, 
to visit the sick, to instruct, admonish, and com¬ 
fort, as occasion might require. And as in Greece 
it would have been reckoned indecorous for men to 
have performed these offices for the female sex, wo¬ 
men of character and probity were appointed to it. 

It appears that this excellent woman was a person 
of considerable property and of great hospitality: 
she delighted in doing good; she employed her opu¬ 
lence and her influence in entertaining and succour¬ 
ing those who were in want, and particularly the 
persecuted believers in Christ. The apostle himself 
acknowledges his obligations to her kindness. 

The afiairs of this eminent Christian called her 
to Rome; and the apostle trusts her with the charge 
of his important epistle. He earnestly recommends 
her to the favour and protection of the believers at 
Rome; and requests, not only that they will treat 
her with the respect due to her character and station 
in the church, but that they will afford her the same 
assistance in the prosecution of her concerns which 
Bhe had so liberally and so frequently afforded to 
others, and to himself Li particular. 

Salute Priscilla 3 and A quit a, my fellow labour¬ 
ers in Christ Jesus; who for my life laid dotvn 
their own necks : to whom not only I give thanks, 
but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 
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Ch. XVL 
Ver.2. 


3 . 

4. 


• Priscilla.] Many of the bent copie* read Priira, which a 
adopted by Grieibach, 
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Ch. XVI. It appears from this salutation, that Aquila and 
Priscilla, who had left Rome upon the decree of 
Claudius for the banishment of the Jews, were now 
returned, that decree having expired at the death of 
the emperor. The apostle had found them at Co¬ 
rinth, Acts xviii. 2; 1 Cor. xvi. 10 ; had lodged in 
their house, and had maintained himself by working 
with them in their occupation. He had probably 
converted them to the Christian faith; and such was 
their affectionate attachment to him, that they ac¬ 
companied him to Ephesus: and while Paul was 
engaged in missionary labours to Jerusalem and 
elsewhere, they remained at Ephesus, instructed 
Apollos in the faith, and having recommended him 
to the believers in Achaia, they returned to Rome 
upon the death of Claudius. It appears from the 
apostle's grateful acknowledgement, that upon some 
emergent occasion, probably during the riot at Co¬ 
rinth which was suppressed by Gallio, they had ex¬ 
posed themselves to imminent danger on his ac¬ 
count. Of this instance of faithful friendship he 
here expresses his affectionate recollection; and 
justly adds, that his friends were entitled to the 
thanks, not only of himself, but of all the Gentile 
churches, to the instruction and edification of which 
the apostle’s whole life was devoted. 

5. Salute also the church that is in their house. 

•—their pious family, and all their friends and 
neighbours who from time to time assemble in their 
large and commodious habitation for Christian wor¬ 
ship. 
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Salute Rpanetus my beloved friend, who is the Ch. xvi. 
JirstJrails of Asia 1 to (.heist, Vci.D. 

—who was the first person in the proconsular 
Asia that was induced by my preaching to aban¬ 
don heathen idolatry, and to profess faith in Christ; 
who has always acted in the spirit of his profession, 
and for whom I entertain the wannest friendship, 
though, as he is now settled at Rome, lean no longer 
enjoy his society. 

Salute Mart/) who has taken much pains for (I. 
vs 


—who has been useful to us in our ministry 
while she remained with us; and who, I doubt not, 
is equally active and useful in her present station. 

Salute Andronicus and * Junius , my kinsmen 7. 
and my fellow- k prisoners; who are in reputation 
among the apostles , who also were believers in 
Christ hejore me. 

Of these once eminent and useful Christians we 
know nothing more than what the apostle here re¬ 
lates : that they were his relations, that they were 
pious believers in Jesus while lie was a cruel perse¬ 
cutor of the faith ; that they were persons whose 
faith and zeal had recommended them to the no¬ 
tice and friendship of the apostles; that after the 
conversion of their kinsman they had probably 
joined him in his missionary labours, and had been 


1 Asia.'] This is the reading of the best copies, and of (iries- 
bach. The received text reads Achilla, 

9 For u*.] Many good copies rend, for you, or among you; 
which rending is adopted by Mr. Wakefield. 
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ch. xvi. fellow-sufferers with him in the cause of truth ; and 
er ' '* that being now settled at Rome, they were deserv¬ 
edly distinguished by the apostle’s affectionate re¬ 
membrance. 

8. Salute Amplias , my beloved friend in the Lord. 

!>. Salute Ur banns y our fellow-labourer in Christ: 

it), and Stachys , my beloved friend. Salute Apelles, 
approved in Christ. 

—whose faith has passed through a severe trial 
with safety and honour. 

Salute those who are of Aristobulnss household. 
Salute Hcrodian my kinsman: salute those of the 
household of Narcissus 1 who are believers in the 
Lord . 

Of these families some of the members are emi¬ 
nently pious believers in Christ, though others may 
still unhappily continue in unbelief. Assure my 
brethren that they are not forgotten by me, even 
though they should rank among the menials of the 
household. 

12. Salute Tryp hem a and Tiyphosa , tv ho labour in 
the Lord. Salute the beloved Persis , who has la - 
boured much in the Lord. 

These were Christian women, who, by their active 
services in those offices in the church which were 
particularly assigned to females, had entitled them¬ 
selves to the special notice of the apostle. 

1 Narcissus .] Narcissus was a freedman of Claudius, of whom 
mention is made by Suetonius in Claud. § 28 ; and by Tacitus 
Ann. xii. 57. See Rosenmuller. As some believers were of 
Cesar’s household, it is not impossible that this courtier was the 
person named by the apostle. 
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Salute Rufus 9 , chosen in the Loi'd; and his ch.xvr. 

i r ■ tm 

mother , wlio is also mine. cr ’ 1 '* 

Rufus, who was an eminent Christian at Rome 
when this letter was written, might possibly be the 
son of Simon the Cyrenian who had been compelled 
to bear the cross of Christ; for Mark, who wrote 
his goBpel for the benefit of the believers at Rome, 
remarks, chap. xv. 21, that he was the father of 
Alexander and Rufus. He is said to be chosen in 
the Lord, as being a believer of distinguished emi¬ 
nence. And the apostle sends his salutations to 
the mother of Rufus, whom he calls his own mo¬ 
ther: probably on account of her maternal kindness 
and attention to him upon some former occasions. 

Next follows a list of names to which no mark 
of distinction is annexed, but who without doubt 
were eminent Christians, and well known at Rome 
at the time when the apostle wrote. 

Salute Asyncritus, Phlcgon , Hermas , Pair oh as, ji. 

Uennes 3 , and the brethren with them. Salute Philo- i 
logus and Julias, Nereus and Ids sister , and Olym¬ 
pus , and all the saints 4 that are with them. Salute I a. 

one another with a holy hiss 5 . 


* Rufus.] Sec Newcome in loc. 

3 Ifermes.] Supposed by Origen and many of the ancients to 
have been the author of a work of great untiquity, culled " The 
Shepherd.” 

"* All the saints.] “ From the great number of persons,” 
says Dr. Priestley, u to whom the apostle sends salutations at 
Rome, we see how well informed he was of the state of Chris¬ 
tians there, and of the diameters of those who composed that 
infant church.” Heudds, “ it is well observed by protestants, 
that among so many salutations of Faul to the Christians at 
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Ver. 16. 


This mode of salutation at the breaking up of 
Christian assemblies, was introduced among them 
from the Jewish synagogue. It seems to have given 
offence to the heathen, and to have been the occa¬ 
sion of many calumnies; for which reason it was 
soon discontinued. 

All the churches 1 of Christ salute you. 

The reputation of your faith and zeal is widely 
diffused; the churches of Christ every where rejoice 
in it, and hail your progress in truth and love with 
their warmest benedictions. Those who are near, 
and who know of my writing, send their fraternal 
salutations; and the rest would join us if it were 
in their power. 

It has been well observed, that the number of 
salutations to eminent individuals introduced into 


Rome, no mention is made of Peter, who, according to the ca¬ 
tholics, was then settled at Rome, and the proper bishop of the 
place; and from this it is reasonably inferred that he was not 
there at that time. Indeed it is far from being probable that he 
ever properly resided in that city.” 

a A holy Am.] See Doddridge’s note. “ This mode of sa¬ 
lutation,” says Dr. Priestley in his note upon this passage, “ is 
said to have been derived from the custom of the Jews; and 
was given by the men apart and the women apart j for in the 
synagogues the men and women always sit in separate places. 
Such also was probably the custom of the primitive Christians ; 
and it is observed in many places of Christian worship at this 
day. The kiss of charity, as it was called, we find by early writ¬ 
ers, was given immediately before the administration of the 
Lord’s Supper, after the prayer which preceded it.” See also 
Rosen miilier. 

1 All the churches.'] The received text excludes the word all, 
which is admitted into the text by Griesbach upon good autho¬ 
rity. It must, however, be taken in a very restricted sense j 

d. all in this neighbourhood, &c. 
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this epistle, oortetitute a presumptive proof of the Ch. xvi. 
genuineness of the epistle itself. An impostor could er * 1G ’ 
hare had no imhicament to encumber his letter with 
them; and the epistle being shown, as it' probably 
would be, to every individual mentioned in it, e&ch 
would become a voucher for its authenticity. 

The following reflections of Dr. Doddridge upon 
this section are so pertinent, that they require no 
apology for introducing them: 

“ We find that some of these pious agd much 
esteemed friends of (he apostle were women, of 
whom he speaks with great regard as of persons 
whom divine grace had made very useful m the 
church; who Tiad been helpers of many, and par¬ 
ticularly of him, who had laboured, yea had labour¬ 
ed much in the Lord. Let not (hat sex, therefore, 
think that it is cut off from the service of Christ, 
because the ministry is appropriated to men. Emi¬ 
nently useful have many of them been. The most 
valuable ministers have often been assisted by them 
in the success of their work; while their pious care, 
under the restraint of the strictest modesty and de¬ 
corum, has happily and effectually influenced chil¬ 
dren, servants, and young ftfends; yea, has been the 
means of sowing the seeds of religion in tender 
minds, before they have been capable of coining 
under ministerial care.” 

2. The apostle cautions the believers at Rome 
against the artifices of designing men, who w'ould 

VOL. 1. Z 
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Ch. XVI. take advantage of their unguarded simplicity, to 
introduce erroneous and mischievous doctrines, 
which would disturb the peace of the church, ver. 
17 — 20 . 

Ver. 17. Now 1 beseech you, brethren , to mark those who 
cause divisions and lay stumbling blocks contrary 
to the doctrine which you have learned , and avoid 
1 8. them:for such are not servants of our Lord Christ 1 2 , 
but of their own appetite; and by soft words andfair 
speeches they deceive the hearts of the innocent 3 . 

As I know something of the state of your society, 
though I have never had the happiness to visit you, 
I cannot conclude my epistle without entreating you 
to be upon your guard against the artifices of an 
enemy of which you do not appear to me to be suf- 

1 Those who cause divisions —lay stumbling blocks.'] The apo¬ 
stle does not expressly mention the Judaizing teachers, who pro¬ 
bably at this time were only beginning their attempts to cor¬ 
rupt and seduce the believers at Rome ; but he describes these 
hypocritical adversaries to truth and peace in terms so similar 
to those which he applies to the false apostle, 2 Cor.xi. 13, 14, 
that there can be little doubt that he alludes to men of the same 
description. These Judaizing teachers, however, seem to have 
met with little success in the church at Rome ; partly, as it is 
reasonable to believe, because of the contempt in which the 
Jews and their ceremonies were held by the Romans, and partly 
because of the seasonable cautions which the apostle suggests 
in this epistle. See Dr. Priestley’s note on the passage. 

* Our Lord Christ.] In the received text, our Lord Jesus 
Christ . the word Jesus is not found in the best copies, and is 
dropped by Griesbach in his last edition. 

3 By soft speeches , 8cc.] “ blandis verbis —ey- 

Xoyia, laus , cclebratio alterius—axcoios fere conven'd cum dr:X 
in signi/icatione, et dicitur de homine ingenucc simplicitatis , qui 
nec ipse fraudibus utitur, nec aim inesse suspicatur .” Rosenmul- 
ler.—" by fair speeches and flattering forms of address.” Dod¬ 
dridge. 
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ficicntly apprized. I have already noticed some ch. xvi. 
among you who lay too great a stress upon certain Ver * iH ' 
legal ceremonies and distinctions; but there are 
others also, who, if not narrowly watcfied, would 
carry this spirit further still, and would impose upon 
you the whole rigour of the ceremonial institute. 

Those enlightened teachers who brought the gospel 
to you, understood its spirit too well to impose this 
yoke upon you; and whoever attempts to do it will 
introduce contention and confusion into the church, 
and will ensnare the consciences of weak and well 
meaning believers. Against such men I solemnly 
warn you: mark them well; avoid them; be not 
deceived by them. They do not show themselves 
at first: they talk so smoothly and so kindly, they 
seem quite forgetful of themselves and wholly atten¬ 
tive to your interest, and anxious for your salvation; 
so that good and well meaning persons, who, think¬ 
ing no harm themselves, do not suspect evil in 
others, are easily taken in and deluded by them. 

But they are greatly mistaken in them; for these 
smooth-tongued teachers are not the ministers of 
our great Master, the true Messiah, who has never 
given them a commission to preach in his name: 
nor do they mean either to promote his interest or 
yours: their only object is to make gain of you, and 
to promote their own sordid and selfish purposes. 

for your obedience hath come abroad unto all 
rnen : / rejoice , therefore , on ytmr account; but 
yet I would have you wine concerning that which, 
ix good, and nimplc concerning that which M evil. 

z 2 
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eh. kvi. I give you this advice because hitherto your con- 
Vu ‘ U ‘ duct has been irreproachable ; and your proficiency 
in the gospel is universally celebrated. I rejoice on 
your account; and I wish you to sustain your repu¬ 
tation, by retaining just and liberal views of the 
Christian doctrine, and by remaining in happy ig¬ 
norance of those sad corruptions by which in other 
churches it has been injured and defaced. 

20. But the God of peace will speedily nmsh the ad¬ 
versary 1 under your feet. 

If you take warning, and steadily resist the first 
encroachments of this antichristian spirit, you will 
soon detect its imposture and subdue its power; and 
God, the author and lover of peace, wall give you a 
complete victory over it, so that it shall not be able 
to corrupt the doctrine of the church, nor to de¬ 
stroy its peace. 

And this was in truth the actual state of the Ro¬ 
man church. Whether it might be owing to the 
faithful warning of the apostle, or to any other cause, 
it so happened, that, whatever other corruptions and 
errors were introduced into the church at Rome, 


1 The adversary .] Gr. “ Satan .”—“ bad men, the instru¬ 
ments of Satan : persecuting Jews.” Newcome; who relers to 
Le Clerc, Whitby, and Grotius, "By Satan here,” says Dr. 
Priestley, “ most interpreters suppose to be meant the Jews, 
who were the great adversaries of Christians at that time, and 
■that the apostle had a view to the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the entire dispersion of the Jews; as this epistle was written 
within eight years of the breaking out of the Jewish war. But 
it is perhaps more probable that he here meant all evil in gene¬ 
ral, considering this world as a state of trial, and looking for¬ 
ward to a belter stale.” 
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free unmerited grace of God to Jew and Gentile, of Ch. xvi. 
the sanctifying power and comforting influence of Vcr ' 
the gospel; of the call of the Gentiles, of the pre¬ 
sent temporary rejection and ultimate restoration of 
the Jews; and of the beneficial tendency of the go¬ 
spel to render all who sincerely embrace it virtuous 
and happy, I cannot but call upon you to unite with 
me in devout acknowledgements and thanksgivings 
to God for this new and glorious dispensation by 
Jesus Christ. 


To Him therefore who is able to confirm you in 
your adherence to that gospel, which it is my ho¬ 
nour to be commissioned to dispense, and which is 
the true and only doctrine of Jesus Christ, which 
reveals the mystery of the invitation of the Gentiles 
to equal privileges with the Jews without subjection 
to the yoke of the law; a mystery which was un¬ 
known and unsuspected in former ages under the 
reign of the law, but which is now apparent to 
those who understand the true scope and meaning 
of the prophetic writings ; and which is still more 
plainly taught by those who liave received a com¬ 
mission, from that God whose truth and mercy arc 
unchangeable, to publish these joyful tidings to the 
Gentiles, for the purpose of converting them to the 
faith, and putting them into possession of these glo¬ 
rious privileges: to Him, I say, who is able to esta¬ 
blish you in your adherence to this new and gracious 
dispensation; to God, whose wisdom alone was equal 
to the contrivance and arrangement of this benevo- 
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lent scheme; even to Him who, by the mission of 
his beloved son and faithful servant Jesus Christ, has 
carried it into complete effect, to Him be ascribed 
our best and highest acknowledgements of grati¬ 
tude and praise, now and for ever. Amen. 1 

1 The postscript to this epistle happens to be correct. The 
epistle to the Romans was in fact written from Corinth, by 
Phebe a deaconess of the church in Cenchrea; but this post¬ 
script is not to be found in the earliest and best manuscripts: 
and in general the postscripts to the epistles are of no autho¬ 
rity whatever. 
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